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PREFACE. 


HE Title of this Work is an 
Index of the Performance. It 

is a collection of uſeful in- 
ſtructions for a young Tradeſman. The 
world is grown ſo wiſe of late, or (if 
you will) fancy themſelves ſo, and are 
ſo opiniatre, as the French well expreſs 
it, ſo ſelf-wiſe, that I expect ſome will 
tell us beforchand they know every 
thing already, and want none of m 
inſtructions ; and to ſuch indeed theſe 
things are not written. 


Hap I not ſeen in a few years ex- 
perience many young Tradeſmen miſ- 
carry for want of thole very cautions 
which are here given, I ſhould have 
351 A 2 thought 
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thought this Work needleſs alſo, and 1 

am {ure had never gone about to write 
it ; but as the contrary is manifeſt, I 

| thought, and think ſtill, the world 
- _ anced either this or ſomething better. 
= - 


Am be it that thoſe unfortunate 
creatures that have thus blown them- 
ſelves up in trade have miſcarried for 
want of knowing, or for want of prac- 
riſing what is here offered for their Di- 
rection; whether for want of wit, or by 
too much wit, the thing is the ſame, and 


the direction is equally needful to both. 


A old experienc'd pilot as certainly 
loſes a ſhip by his aſſurance and over- 
confidence of his own knowledge, as a 

_ Young pilot does by his ignorance and 
want of experience; this very thing, as 

I have been inform'd, was the occaſion 
.of the fatal diſaſter in which Sir Cloude- 
fly Shovel, and ſo many hundred brave 
fellows, loſt their lives in a moment 


upon the Rocks of Silly. 


He 


2 
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Hs that is above informing himſelf 
when he is in danger, is above pity when 
he miſcarries: a young Tradeſman who 
ſets up, thus full of himſelf, and ſcorn- 
ing advice from thoſe who have gone 
before him, like a horſe that ruſhes in- 
to the battle, is only fearleſs of danger 
becauſe he does not underſtand ' it. 
Ir there is not ſomething extraordi- 
nary in the temper and genius of the 
Tradeſmen of this age, if there is not 
ſomething very ſingular in their cuſtoms 
and methods, their conduct and beha- 
viour in buſineſs; alſo if there is not 
ſomething different and more dange- 
rous and fatal in the common road of 
trading, and Tradeſmens management 
now, than ever was before, what is the 
reaſon that there are ſo many Bankrupts 
and broken Tradeſmen now among us, 
more than ever were known before? 


I make no bude but there is as 
much Trade now, and as much gotten 
Aka: by 


% PRETHER 
by trading, as there ever was in this 
nation, at leaſt in our memory; and if 
We will allow other people to judge, 
they will tell us there is much more 
of both. What then mult be the reaſon 
that the Tradeſmen cannot live on their 
trades,” cannot keep open their ſhops, 
cannot maintain themſelves and fami- 
lies, as well now as they could before? 
Something extraordinary muſt be the 
caſe. 5 | | 4 0 


iel 8 © 1 <4 eens 
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Tux muſt be ſome failure in the 
Tradeſman, it can be no where elſe; 
eher he is leſs ſober" and leſs frugal, 
leſs cautious of what he does, who he 
truſts, how he lives, and how he be- 
Haves; than Tradeſmen uſe to be, or 
he is leſs induſtrious, leſs diligent, and 
takes leſs care and pains in his buſineſs, 
or ſomething is the matter; it cannot 
be, but if he had the ſame gain, and 
only the ſame expence which the former 

ages ſuffered tradeſmen to thrive with, 

he would certainly thrive as they did: 

There muſt be ſomething out of order 
1 8 A in 
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PREFACE. wo 
in the foundation, he muſt fail in the 
his trade: The ſame cauſes would have 
the ſame effects in all ages; the ſame 
gain, and but the ſame expence, would 
juſt leave him in the ſame place as it 
would have left. his predeceſſor in the 
ſame ſhop; and yet we ſee one gro- 
rich; and the other ſtarve under the 
very ſame circumſtances. : til iO. 
Taz Temper of the times explains 
the caſe to every body that pleaſes but 
to look into it. The, expences of a 
family are quite different now from 
what they have been; Tradeſmen can- 
not live as Tradeſmen in the ſame claſs 
uſed to live; cuſtom, and the manner 
of all the Tradeſmen round them com- 
mand a difference, and he that will not 
do as others do, is eſteemed as no bo- 
dy among them, and thus the Tradeſ- 
man is doom d to Ruin by the fate of 
the times. n natrmoh fte oh EVE 


* FI 2 + wi EL : - 1 , r 
* Marte 1 innen e 
: 


' ; Tae £Sf 87 F727 
4 „ 12 if 
. * 
' " 
— | | . ert open of 
; | . | a 9 ** . 


Fo) 
: 
$ £ 


* n 


N * * * * * e 2 | 7 * 1 * * a. ad. a FR x5 DM * 
1 - o 
. 9 ; | 1 | 1 7 8 
4 % 2 0 
, * 
: * * * 8 * f a , 
a : * f 1 f 
Ro __ 


Ix ſhort, there is a fate upona Tradeſ- 
man, either he muſt yield to the ſnare 
of the times, or be the jeſt of the 
times; the young Tradeſman cannot 
reſiſt it; he muſt live as others do, or 
loſe the credit of living, and be run 
down as if he was Broke: In a word, 
he muſt ſpend more than he can afford 
to ſpend, and ſo be undone, or not 
ſpend it, and ſo be undone. 


Ir he lives as others do he Breaks, 
becauſe he ſpends more than he gets; 
if he does not, he Breaks too, becauſe 
he loſes his credit, and that is to loſe 
his trade; what muſt he do?: 

Tus following directions are calcu- 
lated for this exigency, and to prepare 
the young Tradeſman to ſtem the at- 
tacks of thoſe fatal cuſtoms, which 
otherwiſe, if he yields to them, will 
inevitably ſend him the way of all the 
thoughtleſs Tradeſmen that have gone 
before him. 


HxkE 
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Encou d to ſet our. well, to 7 
—.— prudently, and TO Av "_ 
thoſe rocks which the gay race of tradeſ- 
men ſo frequently ſuffer ſhipwrack'up- 
on; and here he will have a true plan 
of his own proſperity drawn out for 
him; by which, if it be not his own 
fault, he may ſquare his conduct in an 


unerring manner, and fear neither bad 


Fortune nor bad Friends. 


Di 


Hg he will learn the abſolute ne- 


ceſſity of trading within the bounds of 


his own ſtock, and the certain ruin of 


that modern cuſtom of trading upon 


borrow d credit or borrow d money, 
with the diſmal conſequences of Uſury, 
high Diſcount, and paying Intereſt for 


I purpoſed to have given a great 
many other cautions and directions in 


this work, but it would have ſpun it 


out too far, and have made it tedious: 


1 N They 


/ Hens he will be eecualiy, we hope, 
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They muſt be referr'd to ſome farther 
occaſion: I would alſo have diſcourſed 
of the ſeveral branches of our home 


trade, eſpecially thoſe which neceſſarily 


thei the Inland Tradeſman in ſome 


parts of foreign buſineſs, and. ſo makes 
a merchant of the ſhop-keeper almoſt 


er. * will or no, oh e. 


ee all the — — add 
Inland Traders in ſea- part towns, or 
even in the water- ſide- part of Landon 
it ſelf, are neceſſarily brought in to be 


ouners of ſhips, and concerned at leaſt 


in the veſſel, if not in the voyage; 
ſome of their, trades, perhaps, relate to, 
or are employed in the building, or 

fitting, or furniſhing out ſhips, as is — 
caſe at M horeham, at Inſivich, Yarmouth, 
Hull, Whuby, Newcaſtle, and the like: 
Ochers are concern in the cargoes, as 
in the Herring Fiſhery at Yarmouth and 
the adjacent Ports, the Collier at Neu- 
caſtle, K widerland, a c. 2 5 * hk 


in l ow caſes, 
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Isð this caſe the ſhop-keeper is ſome- 
times both a tradeſman and a merchant 
'adventurer' at the fame time, and that 
whether he will or not, and ſome of 

his buſineſs runs into ſea- adventures, as 
in the Salt trade at Morih and South 
Shzelds, in the Counties of Northum- 
berlaud and Durham, and likewiſe at 
Limington; and again in the Coal 
trade, from Whitehaven in Cumberlanu 
to Ireland, and the likbke. 


Tuxsx conſiderations urg d me to di- 
rect due cautions to ſuch Tradeſmen, 
and ſuch as would be particular to them 
eſpecially, not to launch out in adven- 
tures beyond the compals of their ſtocks; 
and withal to manage thoſe things with 
due warineſs: But this work had not 
room for thoſe things; and as that ſore 
of amphibious Tradeſmen, for ſuch 
they are, trading both by water and 
by land, are not of the kind with thoſe 
particularly aimed at in theſe ſheets, I 
thought it was better to leave them 
Mgt - | i quite 


quite out for the preſent, than to touch 
but lightly upon them. ; 


— 2 
0 „ 4 * 0 
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Ir was in my deſign, if chere had 
been room, to have given a general 
deſcription of the whole Inland Trade 
of England, that prodigy of a buſineſs 
in which our Tradeſmen are ordinarily 
taken up, and without a full know- 
ledge and right notion of which the 

cannot be ſaid to be Compleat Tadel. 


men. 


1 
[ 
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Ix this part I ſhould have given an 
account of our ſeveral manufactures, 
the great ſtaple of Great Britains pro- 
ſperity; where they are made, the 
manner of their operations, from the 

© avooll on the back of the ſheep, to 
tte great Mart at Blackwell-Hall, and 
in the warehouſes of the wholeſale- 
maten in London; in which it would ne- 
Ceeſſarily have come in my way to 
base — of theſe great articles, 
1 in which our ngliſh᷑ Inland Com- 
maeerce infinitely out- does all the = 
- 4119 n 


PREFACE wt 
land Trade of any nation in Europe, 
| namely, Hark 1 HP... ARE 


— 


1. The circulation of trade within our 
ſelves, where all the ſeveral manu- 
factures move in a juſt rotation 
from the ſeveral countries where 
they are made, to the city of Lon- 
don, as the blood in the body to 
the Heart; and from thence are di- 
ſpers d again, as the nature of the 
demand directs, to all the ſeveral 
parts of the Kingdom. 


2. The viſible dependence of all the 
countries in Eugland upon the city 
of London, for the conſumption 
of their product, and employ- 

ment of their people; every coun- 
try, even the moſt remote, being 
employ d to produce ſomething 
for the ſubſiſtence and ſupply of 
that great city, and being . 
way or other employed by the 

Tradeſmen of the city, and by 

the commerce they carry on. 
ws And 3. 
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Lans z. The edi ties is given and 
talen by the Tradeſmen of Eng- 
Ry wes an article in which Eug land 
may be juſtly ſaid nap nt the 
commerce of the whole world, 
and that almoſt every part of the 
815 world trade e our nd 
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I ſhould alſo, if there had 1 room 
for it, have ſpoken of the current coin, 
how valuable; how uſed, how the ftan- 
dard exceeds that of other countries; 
how difficult therefore it is, tho” fo 
very neceſſary, to keep it from bein 
carried abroad, and how fatal thoſe 
foreign trades are which carry it away; 
mean the trades of ee and the 


Baltick. 


+; 


I kd of as TR. come in 


way to have ſpoken of that great W 


of Inland Buſineſs the Corn- trade, with 
the Coal-trade, the n -rade, land: 
the ieee r H TOO 


Tas 


Tu carriage of goods in England, 


whether by water or by land, is a won- 
derful article, and equal in it ſelf to the 
whole cornmerce o ſome countries; 
and in diſcourſing of it twould neceſ- 
ſarily have come in my way to ſpeak 
of the infinite numbers of thips; horſes, 


and men employ'd in it. 


Tur breeding, feeding, and fatting 
of cattle would have deſerved notice, a 
vaſt extended buſineſs, and embarks 
both the Gentlemen, the Tradeſmen, 


Ix all theſe there would be particular 
and numerous directions for the people 
concerned, with uſeful and diverting ob- 
ſervations proper for the Tradeſman in 


every branch of the Inland Trade. 


Bor theſe: would have required a 
much larger Volume than this, and can 
be no more than mention'd here: There 
are many other things alſo relating to 

1 the 
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dhe Trade and Tradeſmen of this nati- | 
on, which we have not room ſo much 
as to mention. The Tradeſman how- 


ever will find enough ſpoken of here to ö 
inſtruct him in managing the particular 


part of buſineſs which relates to the 


| thop and the warehouſe, and to the 


well governing himſelf in the general 


articles of ſhop-keeping, book- keep- 


ing, and houſe- keeping; it is impoſſible 


to go farther in the compaſs of this 
work. 


WIIAT I have ſpoken of I have en- 
deavoured to do fully and pertinently, 


| andIhink I may (ay of the following 


ſheets, That they contain all the di- 
rections needful to make the Tradeſ- 


man thrive; and if he pleaſes to liſten 


to them with a temper of mind willing 
to be directed, he muſt have ſome un- 
common ill luck if he miſcarries. 


THE 


THE 


CONTENTS. 


1 74 2-1 Page 


LETTERI Of the Trade ſwan is bis 
rations while an Apprentice. | s * 


1E It: . writing Liturr.” 17. = 
LET. u Of the Trading Sul. 26 


LET. IV. Of the Tradeſman — himſe 
with all buſmeſs is general. 5 ws A 


LE T. v. Of Diligence and Application in buſes. 45 
LET. VL. Of ere | 57 


LE T. VII, Of the n and be- 
ge er 5 68 


LET. VIII. of the 3 N. of the Rein 
of Tramyem. LEE | 80 


ters: ee. 44 7. | 


LET. X. Of Extr ant and, Expenſive Livi ; 
another Step to 4 wy man's Diſaſter. . 


LET. 


** + CONTENTS 
"LET: xI Of the Mf marrying to 


LY 208 DUR: Gans 


LET. XII. Of the * — 


Ne. n ird EN 
I. If. of Hale. 3 
Debtors, or with Creaztors.” $9 — 162 


LET. XIV. Of the 
pauadimg with AA. Fe 


LET. XV. „ Re- 
ver and Clamonr, by Scandal a Reprouch. 8 


ET. XVI. Ape 's entring into Part- 


Naa in Trade, and the _y "_— attending 
ls. = 412 


Ar XVII. . Of Panſy is Deng I 
telling unavoidable Trading Lies. j 


LET. XVIII. Of be cnſtomary Frands of — 
which honeſt Men allow themſelves to prattiſe, aud 


pretend to'juftify.. 7 B41 
LET. XIX. Of Fine Shops, and Fine Sue 257 


IE T. xx Of the Tradiſma is keeping his Roste and 
| Caſting up bis Shop. 2666 


E T. XXI. Of the Tradeſwar ini be 
I  quainted * buſineſs. bring + 287 


LET. XXII. Of the Di of pe 
. 


4 » 


ne 


8 


337 


The CONTENTS. 
of England, its 


* 


= 


LET. xxl. Of the Tiled Trade 
is to the Na- 


Magnitude, and the great Advantage it 


— 
89 © 


tion in general.” l. 32320 


* 


LET. XXIV. Of Credit in Trade, and how a Tradeſ- 
man onglr to value and improve it : How eafily loſt, 
aud bow hard it is to be recovered. — 336 
LE T. xxv. of the Tradeſman's punitual paying his 
* Bill, and Promiſſory Notes under his Hand, and the 

Credit he gains by it, | 394 


- * by 
wa % 1 5 e — # 1 ” * " * © 
= ; 8 * * N 8 " W 4 „ * 9 2 ? 1 
* ? - 
89 „ S>w 8 
N - * b ? Juan 
- . : * 4 
* * ; - 5 + 
A 
4 
wa * 1 
17 * > E. : — A 
.* * + * . o * * ® oY 
. 
8 
. CY 
* © 0 
N 1 1 ye * i . 
0 . * * 
Tru 
,, 
* 
EC. d 
© 
& 
- 
4% . 1 
, 7 : 
i ( 2 
* * 
— 
- 7 4 7 * 4 1 
— 
* E «1 ? * 
N a * * 31} \ * # e 4 
* 
4 
5 © N * Mg 
„ 4 * . . 
* a 
* * 
1 3 (oe +. 
- SY + — 
'* 0 — 0 W 2 
. 3 : 1 9 
. S 1 
. C.%P EL 1 
\ * 4 Al N 
5 k 
„ 7 o a "IF } 
0 Fairy þ ** = - - "A * x" N 
0 4. * 5 ; * * * L4 1 * * 1 % : 7 4 N 
3 % © 8 
- 14 4 * «4% x # \4 4 Ws v * 
* 
o 
% 


— — — — _ — — 
10 | x 1 KH! 1 
% . 944 2 
3 1 
* _ * un 
* i nn « % 1 
\ * 
Sd 2#4 
HE | 
* 1 | 
«* 3 4 


99 w . 


CONTENTS 


* TE THE | 


\ 


SUPPLEMENT. 


A, I. 4 Warning again maker pre 
"tereſt for Money. 7 


CH AP. II. A Warning againſt that deſtructive prac- 
tice of drawing and remitting and diſcounting Pro- 


 miſſory Bills, meerly for a ſupply of Caſþ. 22 


CHAP. III. Direftions for the Tradeſman's accounts, 
with brief but plain ** and Specimens for Book- 


keeping. 3 1 
CHAP.1V. of keeping 4 Duplicate or Packet Ledger 
in caſe of Fre. 1143 


THE 


* F =" 3 1 * 4 * . l ©, ww v * FY oy © * 
4 a * 1 
1 
% of 1 2 
Aa. 


- - 
" * 4 


THE | 
1 Complete Tradeſmaii. . 


— 


. — 8 
INTRODUCTION. 


men of this Nation, tis needful, in order to 
make the ſubſtance of this work and the ſub- 
i ject of it agree together, that I ſhould in a 
few words explain the terms, and tell the reader who 
it is we are to ünderſtand by the word 7; radeſmany 
and how he is to be qualified in order to merit the 
title of complere. | 

Tuis is neceſſary becauſe the ſaid term rradeſman 
is underſtood by ſeveral people, and in ſeveral places, 
in a different manner: 5 In the North of 
Britain, and hkewiſe in Ireland, when you ſpeak of 
4 PO, you my underſtood ro mean a ny” 
nick, ſuch as a ſmith, a carpente?, a fſhoemaker, an 
the like, who 2 call here a handicraft/man. In like 
manner, abroad they call a tradeſman ſuch only as 
cory goods about from town to town, and from 
4 et to market, or from houſe to pg” to 2 
theſe in England we call petty chapmen, in the North 
Peters; md in our ordinary ſpeech pedlarsy 
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2 INTRODUCTION. 
Bur in England, and eſpecially in London, and the 
South part of Britain, we take it in another ſenſe ; 
and in general, all forts of warehouſekeepers, ſhop- 
keepers, whether wholeſale dealers, or retailers of 
goods, are called tradeſmen; or to explain it by ano- 
ther word trading men: ſuch are, whether wholeſale 
or retale, our grocers, mercers, linen and woollen dra- 
pers, Blackwell-hall factors, robacconiſts, haberdaſhers, 
whether of hats or {mall wares, glovers, hoſiers, mil- 
leners, bookſellers, ſtationers, and Ki other ſhopkeepers, 
who do not actually work upon, make, or manu- 
facture the goods they fell. 2 
ON the other hand, thoſe who make the goods 
they ſell, tho' they do keep ſhops to ſell them, are 
not called tradeſmen, but handicrafts, ſuch as ſmiths, 
; „, founders, joiners, carpenters, carvers, tur- 
ners, and the like; others, who only make, or cauſe 
to be made, goods for other people to ſell, are cal- 
led manufacturers and artiſts, & c. Thus diſtinguiſh- 
ed, I ſhall ſpeak of them all as occaſion requires, 
taking this general explication to be ſufficient; and 
I thus mention it to prevent being obliged to fre- 
quent and further particular deſcriptions as I go on. 
As there are ſeveral degrees of people employ'd in 
trade below theſe, ſuch as workmen, labourers, and 
ſervants ; ſo there is a degree of traders above them, 
which we«call merchants; where tis needful to ob- 
ſerve, that . other countries, and even in the North 
of Britain, and Ireland, as the handicraſtſmen and ar- 
tiſts are call'd tradeſinen, ſo the ſhopkeepers, who we 
here call tradeſinen, are all call'd merchants ; nay even 
the very pedlars are call'd travelling merchants. But 
in England the word merchant is underſtood of none 
but ſuch as carry on foreign correſpondences, im- 
porting the goods and growth of other countries, + 
and exporting the growth and manufacture of Eng- 
land to other countries; or to uſe a vu | ref 
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on, becauſe I am ſpeaking to and of thoſe who uſe 
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that expreſſion, ſeach as trade beyond ſea, Theſe, in 
England, and theſe only, are call'd merchants, by way 
of honourable diſtinction : Theſe I am not concern d 
with in this work, nor is any part of it directed to 

them. | | | 

As the tradeſmen are thus diſtinguiſh'd, and their 
ſeveral occupations divided into proper claſſes, ſo 
are the trades. The general commerce of England. 
as it is the moſt conſiderable of any nation in the 
world, ſo that part of it, which we call the home 
or inland trade, is equal, if not ſuperior to that of 
any other nation; tho' ſome of thoſe nations are in- 
finitely greater than England, and more populous alſo, 
as Frauce and Germany in particular. | 

I inſiſt that the trade of England is greater and 
more conſiderable than that of any other nation, for 
theſe reaſons : (1.) Becauſe England produces more 
goods as well for home conſumption as for foreign 
exportation, (and thoſe goods all made of its own 
produce or manufactured by its own inhabitants) 
than any other nation in the world. (2.) Becauſe 
England conſumes within it ſelf more goods of fo- 
reigti growth, imported from the ſeveral countries 
where they are produc'd or wrought, than any o- 
ther nation in the world. And, (3.) Becauſe for 
the doing this England employs more ſhipping and 
more ſeamen, than any other nation (and ſome think 
than all the other nations) of Europe. 

HENCE, beſides the great number of wealthy mer- 
chants who carry on this great foreign negoce, and 
who by their correſponding with all parts of the 
world, import the growth of all countries hither; J 
ſays beſides theſe, we have a very great number of 
conſiderable dealers, whom we call rradeſmen, who are 
properly call'd warehouſekeepers, who ſupply the 
merchants with all the ſeveral kinds of manufactures, 
and other goods of the produce of England, for ex- 


Portation; and alſo others who are called zholeſale- 
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men, who buy and take off from the merchants all 
the foreign goods which they import ; theſe, by 


their correſponding with a like fort of rradeſmen in 
the country, convey and hand forward wr mtg 


and our own alſo, among thoſe country tradeſmen, © 


into every corner of the kingdom, however remote; 
and by them to the retailers; and by the retailer to 
the haſt conſumer, which is the laſt article of all 
trade. Theſe by whatever particular circumſtances 
diſtinguiſh'd, are the people underſtood by the word 
 rradeſmen in this work, and for whoſe ſervice theſe 
ſheets are made publick. 

-.  HavinG thus deſcrib'd the perſon, who I un- 
derſtand by the Engliſh tradeſman, tis then needful 
to enquire into his qualifications, and what it is that 


renders him a finiſh'd or complete man in his buſi- 


neſs. a. | 
I. THar he has a general knowledge of not his 


own particular trade and buſineſs only; that part in- 
deed well denominates a handicraftſman to be a com- 
plete artiſt ; but our complete tradeſman ought to un- 
derſtand all the inland trade of England; FA as to be 
able to turn his hand to any thing, or deal in an 

thing; or every thing, of the growth and produ 

of his own country, or the manufacture of the peo- 
ple, as his circumſtances in trade or other occaſions 
may require; and may, if he ſees occaſion, lay down 


one trade, and take up another, when he pleaſes, 1 


without ſerving a new apprenticeſhip to learn it. 
2. THAT he not only has a knowledge of the 
ſpecies or kinds of goods, but of the places and pe- 
culiar countries where thoſe goods, whether product 
or manufacture, are to be found; that is to fay, 
where produc'd, or where made, and how to come 
at them, or deal in them, at the firſt hand, and to 
his beſt advantage. 4 | 
3. Tnar he underſtands perfectly well all the me- 
thods of correſpondence, returning money or goods 


for 
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for goods, to and from every county in England; in 
what manner to be done, and in what manner moſt 
to advantage; what goods are generally bought by 
Barter and Exchange, and what by payment of Mo- 
ney 3 what for preſent money, and what for time; 
what are ſold by Commiſhon from the makers, what 
bought by factors, or by giving Commiſſion to buy- 
ers in the country, and what bought by orders to 
the maker, and the like; what markets are the moſt 
proper to buy every thing at, and where and when 
what fairs are proper to go to, in order to buy or 
ſell, or to meet the country dealers at; ſuch Is Stur- 
bridge, Briſtol, Cheſter, Exeter; or what marts, ſuch 
as Beverly, Lyn, Boſton, Gainsborough, and the like. 

In order to complete the Engliſh Tradeſman in this 
manner, the firſt thing to be done is to lay down 
ſuch general maxims of trade as are fir for his in- 
ſtruction, and then to deſcribe the Engliſh or Britiſh 
product, being the fund of its inland trade, whether 
we mean its produce as the growth of the country, 
or its manufattures, as the labour of her people; Then 
to acquaint the tradeſman with the manner of the 
circulation where thoſe things are found, how and 
by what methods all thoſe goods are brought to Lon- 
don, and from London again convey'd into the coun- 
try; where they are principally boughu at beſt hand, 
and moſt to the advantage of the buyer, and where 
the * markets are to diſpoſe of them again when 
bought. | 

THESE are the degrees by which the complete tradeſ- 
man is brought up, and by which he my inſtructed 
in the principles and methods of his commerce, by 
which he is made acquainted with buſineſs, and is 
capable of carrying it on with ſucceſs, after which 
there is not a man in the univerſe deſerves the title 


of a complete tradeſman, like the Engliſh ſhopkeeper. 
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T TER I 


Of the TraprsuaAx in his Preparati- 
ons while an Apprentice. 


SIR, 


A you requeſt me to write my thoughts to you 
(as leiſure permits) by way of inſtruction to 
young Tradeſmen, I have, in the beſt manner I could, 
obey'd your orders in the following ſheets, which 
J hope will anſwer your end, and be uſeful to thoſe 
young beginners in trade, who are yet to lanch out 
into that ſea, where ſo many, for want of good pi- 
lots, have miſcarried. 

ThE firſt part of a trader's beginning is ordina- 
rily very young, I mean, when he goes apprentice, 
and the notions of Trade are ſcarce got into his 
head; for Boys go apprentices while they are but 
Boys; to talk to them in their firſt three or tour 

ears ſignifies nothing; they are rather then to be 
taught ſubmiſſion to family orders, ſubjection io 
their maſters, and dutiful attendance in their (hops or ! 
warehouſes ; and this is not our preſent buſineſs. 

Bur after they have entred the fifth or ſixth year, 
they may then be entertain'd with diſcourſes of 
another nature; and as they begin then to look for- 
ward beyond the time of their ſervitude, and think 
of ſetting up and being for themſelves, I think then 
is the time to put them upon uſeful preparations 
for the work, and to inſtruct them in ſuch things 
as may qualify them beſt to enter upon the world, 
and act for themſelves when they are to enter'd. 
Tux firſt thing a youth in the latter part of his 
time is to do, is to endeavour to gain a good judg- 

| | ment 
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ment in the wares of all kinds that he is like to 
deal in: The firſt years of his time he of courſe 
earns to weigh and meaſure, either liquids or ſo- 
lids, to pack up and make bales, truſſes, packs, & c. 
and to do the coarſer and laborious part of buſineſs; 
but all that, gives him little knowledge in the ſpecies 
of the goods he is to deal in, much leſs a nice judg- 
ment in their value and ſorts, which however is one 
of the principal things that belongs to Trade. 

Ir is ſuppos'd that by this time, if his maſter is 
a man of conſiderable buſineſs, his man 1s become 
the eldeſt apprentice, and is taken from the{counter, 
and from ſweeping the warehouſe into the compting- 
houſe, where among other things he ſees the bills 
of parcels of goods bought, and thereby knows 
what every thing coſts at firſt hand; what gain is 
made of them, and if a miſcarriage happens, he knows 
what loſs too; by which he is led of courſe to 
look into the goodneſs of the goods, and ſee the 
reaſon of things: if the goods are not to expectation, 
and conſequently do not anſwer the Price, he ſees 
the reaſon of that loſs, and he looks into the goods, 
and fees where and how far they are deficient, and in 
what ; this, — he be careful to make his obſervati- 
ons, brings him naturally to have a jud t 
in the wn. 4 and in ths wikie of Foy | N 
Ix a young man neglects this part, and paſſes over 
the ſeaſon for ſuch improvement, he very rarely ever 
recovers it ; for this part has its ſeaſon, and that more 
remarkable than in many other caſes, and that ſea- 
ſon loſt never comes again; a judgment in goods 
taken in early, is never loſt, as a judgment taken in 
late, is. ſeldom good. | K . 
Ix the youth flips this occaſion, and not mind- 
ing what is before him gets out of his time, and 
goes off without obtaining ſuch a skill as this in the 

oods he is to deal in, he enters into Trade without 
his moſt uſeful tools, and muſt uſe ſpectacles before 

his time. | B 4 For 
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For want of this knowledge of the goods, he iy 
at a loſs in the Buying part, and is liable to be cheat» 
ed and impos'd upon in the moſt notorious manner 
by the ſharp-ſighted world; for his want of judg- 
ment is a thing that cannot be hid; the merchants 
or manufacturers whom he buys of preſently diſcover 
him; the very Boys in the wholeſale mens ware- 
houſes and in merchants warehouſes will play upon 
him, ſell him one thing for another, ſhew him 3 
worſe ſort When he calls for a better, and asking a 

higher price for it, perſuade him it is better, and 
: — a they have thus Bubbled him, they triumph 
over his ignorance when he is gone, and expoſe him 
to the laſt degree. | | 

BEsInkEs, for want of judgment in the goods he 
1s to buy, he often ruris the hazard of being cheat- 
ed to a very great degree, and perhaps ſome time or 
other a tradeſman may be ruin'd hy it, or at leaſt 
ruin his Reputation. | wt ea 

WIEN I liv'd abroad, I had once a commiſhon 
ſent me from a merchant in London to buy a large 
parcel of Brandy : The goods were ſomething our 


bf my way, having never bought any in that coun- 


try before. However, it happen'd that I had fre- 


2 _guently bought and imported Brandies in 1 
that 1 


and had ſome judgment in them, ſo much, 

ventur'd to Buy without taking a Cooper with me, 
which was not uſual in that place, The firſt parcel 
of brandy | ſaw was very good, and I bought free- 
ly to the value of about 60 J. and ſhip'd them for 
England, where they gave very good ſatisfaction ta 
my employer. But I could not compleat my com- 
miſſion to my mind in that parcel: Some days after 
ſome merchants, who had ſeen me buy the other, 
thought me a novice in the buſineſs, and yet that 
I took no Cooper to taſte rhe brandy, laid a plot 
for me, which indeed I was not in the leaſt aware 


ef, and had not the little judgment which I had N 


— 


the Goods prevented, I had been notoriouſly 
ahus d. The caſe was thus: They gave me notice 
by the ſame perſon who help'd me to the ſight of 
the firſt Brandy, that there was a cellar of extraor- 
dinary good brandy at ſuch a.place, and invited me 
to ſee it. Accordingly.I. went in an afternoon and 
taſted the _—_ being a large parcel, amounting 
to about 460, ſterling. ; | 

I liked the goods very well, but the merchant, as 
they call'd him, that is to ſay, the knave appointed 


to cheat the poor ſtranger, was cunningly out of 
the way; ſo that no bargain was to be made that 


night. But as I had ſaid that I lik'd the Brandies, 
the ſame perſon who brought me an account of them, 
and who was indeed the owner of the goods, comes 
to my lodgings to treat with me about a price. We 


did not make many words: I bad him.the current 
price which I had bought for, ſome days before, and 


after a few ſtruggles for five crowns a ton more, he 


came to my price, and his next word was to let me 
known the gage of the cask, and as I had ſeen 
the goods already, he thought there was nothing to 
do hut to make a Bargain, and order the goods to 
be deliver'd. 

Bur as young as I was, I was too old for that too, 
and told him, I could not tell poſitively how many 
I ſhould take, but that I would come in the after- 
noon, and taſte them over again, and mark out what 
I wanted. He ſeem'd uneaſie at that, and pretend- 
ed he had two merchants waited to ſee them, and 


he could fell them immediately, and I might do him 


a prejudice, if I made him wait, and put them off 
Who perhaps might buy in the mean time. 

I anſwerd him coldly, told him I would not 
hinder him ſelling them by any means if he could 
have a better chapman, that I could not come ſoon- 
er, and that I would not be oblig'd to take the 
whole parcel, nor would I Buy any of them with 
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out taſting them again: he argued much to have 
me buy them, ſeeing, as he ſaid, I had taſted them 
before, and lik'd them very well. 
I did ſo, ſaid I. but I love to have my palate con- 
firm one day what it approv'd the day before. Per- 
haps, ſays he, you would have ſome other perſons 
judgment of them, and you are welcome to do fo, 
Sir, with all my heart, ſend any body you pleaſe ; 
bur ſtill he urg'd for a bargain, when the perſon 
ſent ſhould make his report; -and then he had his 
agents ready, as I underſtood afterwards, to manage 
the perſons I ſhould ſend. 1 
I anſwer'd him frankly I had no great judgment, 
but that ſuch as it was I ventur'd to truſt to it; I 
thought I had honeſt men to deal with, and that I 
ſhould bring no body to taſte them for me but my ſelf, 
TRIs pleas'd him, and was what he ſecretly with'd; 
and now, inſtead of defiring me to come immedi- 
ately, he told me, that ſeeing I would not Buy 
without ſeeing the goods again, and would not go 
juſt then, he could not be 1n the way in the after- 
noon, and ſo deſir'd I would defer it 'till next 
morning, which I readily agreed to. 4 
In the morning I went, but not ſo ſoon as I had © 
appointed; upon which, when I came, he ſeem'd 4 
offended, and faid I had hinder'd him; that he could I 
have ſold the whole parcel, &c. TI told him I could 
not have hinder'd him, for that I had told him he 
ſhould not wait for me, but ſell them to the firſt 
good cuſtomer he found. He told me, he had in- 
deed fold two or three casks, but he would not diſ- 
oblige me ſo much as to ſell the whole parcel before 
T came. This I mention becauſe he made it a kind 
of a Bite upon me, that I ſhould not be alarm'd 
at ſeeing the casks diſplac'd in the cellar. , 
Wu I came to taſte the brandy, I began to © | 
be ſurpriſed. I ſaw the very ſame casks which I J 
had touch'd with the marking-iron when I was 
there 
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there before, but I did not like Brandy the by any 
means, but did not yet ſuſpect the leaſt foul play. 
I went round the whole cellar, and I could not 
mark above three casks which I durſt venture to 
buy ; the reſt apparently ſhew'd themſelves to be 
mix'd, at leaſt I thought ſo, I mark'd out the 
three casks, and told him my palate had deceived 
me, that the reſt of the Brandy was not for my 
turn. e 
I ſaw the man ſurpriſed and turn pale, and at firſt 
ſeem'd to be very angry, that I ſhould, as he 
call'd it, diſparage the goods; that ſure I did not 
underſtand — and the like; and that I ſhould 
have brought ſomebody with me that did underſtand 
it: Janſwer' d coldly, that if I ventur'd my money 
upon my own judgment, the hazard was not to the 
ſeller, but to the buyer, and no body had to do 
with that; if I did not like his goods, another, 
whoſe judgment was better, might like them, and 
ſo there was no harm done: in a word, he would 
not let me have the three casks I had mark'd, un- 
leſs I took more, and I would take no more, ſo we 
parted, but with no ſatisfaction on his fide at all; 
and I afterwards came to hear that he had ſat up all 
the night with his coopers mixing malt ſpirits in 
every cask, whence he drew off a quantity of the 
right brandy, and ſo encreas d the quantity by ſpoil- 
ing the quality; concluding, that as I had no judg- 
ment to chuſe by but my own, I could not diſcover it: 
This eame out afterwards by his quarrelling with the 
perſon who firſt brought me to him, for telling him 
I did not dab the goods, upon which pre- 
ſumption he ventur'd to ſpoil the whole Parcel. 
I 1 give you this ſtory as a juſt caution to a young 
Tradeſman, and to ſhew how neceſſary it is that he 
ſhould have judgment in the goods he buys, and 
how eaſily he may be impos'd upon and abus'd, if 
he offers to buy upon his own judgment, "wp 
| =o þ 
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really it is defeive. I could enlarge this article 
with many like examples, but I think this may ſuffice. 


2. THE next thing I recommend to an appren- 
tice at the concluſion of his time, is to acquaint 


| himſelf with his maſter's chapmen ; I mean of both 


kinds, as well thoſe he ſells to, as thoſe he buys of; 
and, if be is a factor, with his maſter's employers. Bur 


what I aim at now is, the chapmen and cuſtomers 
whom his maſter chiefly ſells to. I need not ex- 
plain my ſelf not to mean by this, the chance cuſto- 


mers of a retailer's ſhop, for there can be no ac- 
quaintance, or very little made with them: Bur I 
mean, the country ſhopkeepers or others who buy 
in parcels, and who buy to ſell again, or export as 
merchandize. If the young man comes from his 
maſter, and has form'd no acquaintance or intereſt 


among the cuſtomers whom his maſter dealt with, 


he has in ſhort, ſlipt or loſt one of the principal ends 
and reaſons of his being an Apprentice, in which 
he has, ſpent ſeven years, and perhaps his friends 
given a conſiderable ſum of money, 

For a young man coming out of his time to 
have his ſhop or ware-houſe ſtock'd with goods, 
and his cuſtomers all to ſeek, will make his beginnin 
infinitely more difficult to him, than it woul 
otherwiſe be; he not only has new cuſtomers to 
ſeek, but has their characters to ſeek alſo, and knows 
not who is good, and who not, till he Buys that 
knowledge by his experience, and perhaps ſome- 
times pays too dear for it. 

Ir was an odd circumſtance of a Tradeſman in this 


city a ſew years ago, who being out of his time, and 


going to ſolicit one of his Maſter's cuſtomers to trade 
with him, the chapman did not ſo much as know him, 
or remember that he had ever heard of his name, except 
as he had heard his maſter call his apprentice Jacob. 
I know ſome maſters diligently watch to prevent their 
apprentices ſpeaking to their Cuſtomers, and to keep 
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them from acquainting themſelves with the Buyers 
that when they come out of their times they 1 
not carry the trade away wich them. This me + 
thod has more cunning than honeſty in it, aud 
the maſter can ill anſwer ſuch a practice to his con- 
ſcience : But as the maſter is, zo be ſure, no fool 
that does ſo, the Apprentice muſt be no witch, that 
does not countermine it, and prevent him. 

To hinder an apprentice from an acquaintance 
with the dealers of both ſorts, is ſomewhat like La- 
ban's uſage of «any viz, keeping back the be- 
loved Rachel, whom he ſerved his ſeven years time 
for, and putting him off with a hyear-ey'd Leah in her 
ſtead; it 15 indeed a kind of robbing him, raking from 
him the advantage which he ſerv'd his Time for, and 
ſending him into the world like a man our of a ſhip ſer 
| aſhore among Savages, who inſtead of feeding, are 
indeed more ready to eat him up and devour him. 

An Apprentice who has ſerv'd out his time faith- 
fully and diligently, ought to claim it as a debt 
to bis indentures, that his Maſter ſhould let him 
into an open acquaintance with his cuſtomers ; he does 
not elſe perform his promiſe to teach him the art 
and myſtery of his Trade; he does not make him 
maſter of his buſineſs, or enable him as he ought to 
ſet up in the World; for as buying is indeed the 
firſt, ſo ſelling is the laſt end of trade, and the 
faithful Apprentice ought to be fully made acquain- 
ted with them both. | 

0 NExT to being acquainted with his maſter's 
cuſtomers and chapmen, the Apprentice, when his 
time is near expiring, ought to acquaint himſelf with 
the Books; that is to ſay, to ſee and learn his 
maſter's method of Book-keeping, that he may 
follow it, if the method is good, and may learn a 
better method in time if it is not 

TRE Tradeſman ſhould not be at a loſs how to 
keep his Books, when he is to begin his trade; on | 
| WO 


2 
71 * — 


* 


5 
N 


14 — _ The Complete 
auld be to put him to ſchool when he is juſt come 


from ſchool; his 2 is, and ought in juſtice 
# be, a ſchool to him, where he ought to learn every 


thing that ſhould qualify him for his buſineſs, at 


leaſt every thing that his maſter can teach him; and 
if he finds his maſter either backward or unwilling 
to teach him, he ſhould complain in time to his 
own friends, that they may ſome how or other ſup- 
ply the defect. ä 
A Tradeſman's books are his repeating clock, which 
upon all occaſions are to tell him how hegoes on, and 
how things ſtand with him in the world ; There he 
will know when tis time to goon, or when tis time 
to give over: and upon his regular keeping, and fully 
acquainting himſelf with his Books, depends at leaſt 
the comfort of his trade, if not the very trade it ſelf. 
If they are not — Poſted, and if every thing is 
not carefully entred in them, the debtors accounts 
kept even, the caſh conſtantly balanc'd, and the 
credits all ſtated, the tradeſman is like a ſhip at ſea 
ſteer'd without a helm; he is all in confuſion, and 
knows not what he does, or where he is; he may 
be a rich manor a Bankrupt, for'in a word, he can 
give no account of himſelf to himſelf, much leſs to 
any body elſe. 

His books being ſo eſſential to his trade, he that 
comes out of his time without a perfect knows 


ledge of the method of 1 like a bride 


knows not 


#nareſt, is not ready to be married 
what to do, or what ſtep to take; he may indeed 
have ſerv'd his time, but he has not learn'd his trade, 
nor is he fit to ſet up; and be the fault in himſelf 
for not learning, or in his maſter for not teaching 
him, he ought not to Set up till he has gotten 
ſome skilful perſon to put him in a way to do it, 
and make him fully to underſtand it. 
Ir is true, there is not a great deal of difficulty in 
Keeping a Tradeſman's Books, eſpecially if he be — 
retal 
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retailer only; but yet even in the meaneſt trades, 
they ought to know how to keep books: But the 
Advice is directed to thoſe who are above the re- 
tailer, as well as to them; if the book-keeping be 
ſmall, tis the ſooner learned, and the Apprentice 
is the more to blame if he neglects it: Beſides, the 
objection is much more trifling than the advice: 
The Tradeſman cannot carry on any conſiderable 
trade without Books; and he muſt, during his 
apprenticeſhip, prepare himſelf for buſineſs by ac» 
quainting himſelf with every thing needful for his 
going on with his trade, among which that of book- 
keeping is abſolutely neceſſary. 

Tas laſt article, and in its ſelf eſſential ro a young 
Tradeſman, is to know how to Buy; if his 
maſter is kind and generous, he will conſider the 
juſtice of this part, and let him into the ſecret of 
it, of his own free will, and that before his 
time is fully expir'd ; but if that ſhould not hap- 
pen, as often it does not, let the Apprentice know, 
that it is one of the moſt needful 3 to him 
that can belong to his apprenticeſhip, and that he 
ought not to let his time run over his head, without 
getting as much inſight into it as poſhble ; that there- 
ore he ought to loſe no opportunity to get into it, 
even whether his maſter approves of it or no; for as 
it is a debt due to him from his maſter to inſtruct 
him in it, tis highly juſt he ſhould uſe all pro- 

means to come at it. 

INDEED the affair in this age between maſters 
and their apprentices, ſtands in a different view 
from what the ſame thing was a few years paſt ; 
the ſtate of apprenticeſhip is not a ſtate of ſer- 
vitude now, and hardly of ſubjection, and their 
behaviour is accordingly, more like gentlemen than 
tradeſmen; more like companions to their maſters 
than like ſervants. On the other hand, the maſters 
ſeem to have made over their authority to their ap- 

| F prentices 
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prentices for a ſum of money; the money taken now 
with Apprentices being molt exorbitantly great, com- 
.par'd to what it was in former times. | : 
Now tho this does not at all exempt the ſervant or 
apprentice from taking care of himſelf, and to qualify 
himſelf for buſineſs while he is an apprentice, yet it 
is evident that it is no furtherance to apprentices z 
the liberties they take towards the concluſion of their 
Time, are ſo much employ'd to worſe purpoſes, that 
Apprentices do not come out of their times better 
finiſh'd for buſineſs and trade than they did formerly, 
but much the worſe: and tho' it is not the proper 
buſineſs and deſign of this work to enlarge on the 
injuſtice done both to maſter and ſervant by this 
change of cuſtom, yet to bring it to my preſent 
purpoſe, it carries this force with it, namely, that 
the advice to apprentices to endeavour to finiſh them- 
| ſelves for buſineſs during the time of their inden- 
tures, is ſo much the more needful and ſeaſonable. 
NoR is this advice for the ſervice of the maſter, 
but of the Apprentice; for if the Apprentice neg: 
les this advice, if he omits to qualify himſelf for 
_ buſineſs as above, if he neither will acquaint himſelf 
with the cuſtomers, or the Books, or with the buy- 
ing part, or gain judgment in the wares he is to 
deal in, the loſs is his own, not his maſter's; and in- 
deed he may be ſaid to have ferv'd not himſelf, but 
his maſter ; and both his money, and his ſeven years 
are all thrown away. 2 oe | 
Nav, one way tis the maſter's advantage to have 
his ſervant be good for nothing, the leſs injury he 
does his maſter at his going away; tho' an honeſt 
maſter will not deſire an advantage ar ſuch a price to 
his Apprentice: But if this was really always the 
caſe, it would ſtill ſtrengthen the argument; for ſo 
much more ought the Apprentice to take care of 
himſelf, and to qualify himſelf while he 8 2 
' Mayors 
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Engliſh Tradeſman. 17 
maſter, that at his coming away he may do him all 
the lawful miſchief he can. en 1 5 

Jan, Ge. 


LETTER II. 
Of the Tradeſman's writing Letters. 


SIR, | 
Have mention'd already the neceſſity of a young 
Tradeſman being acquainted with the goods he 

is to trade in, the cuſtomers he is to ſell to, and 
the merchant he is to buy of; and eſpecially of the 
manner and method of keeping his books, and the 
neceſſity of being very . and regular in his en- 
tering, ballancing, and poſting his accounts; I hope 
I need add nothing to thoſe heads. 

I come next to mention what ſome think of ſmall 
value, but which indeed I think is very material, 
vid. his learning how to write good Tradeſman's 
language, how to indite his letters in a Tradeſman's 
ſtile, and to correſpond in ſhort like a man of buſi- 

As plainneſs and a free unconſtrain'd way of ſpeak- * 
ing is the beauty and excellence of ſpeech, ſo an eaſy 
free conciſe way of writing is the beſt ſtile for a 
Tradeſman. He that affects a rumbling and bombaſt 
ſtile, and fills his letters with long harangues, com- 


Ire and flouriſhes, ſhould turn Poet inſtead of 


radeſman, and ſet up for a wit, not a ſhopkeeper. 
Hark how ſuch a young Tradeſman writes out of the 
country to his wholeſale man at London upon his firſt 
ene va 
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Stn, The deſtinies having ſo appointed it, and 
« my dark ſtars concurring, that I, who by nature 
« was fram'd for better things, ſhould be put out to 
« a trade, and the Gods having been ſo propitious 
« to me in the time of my ſervitude, that at length 
« the days are expir'd; I am now launch'd forth 
cc into the great ocean of Buſineſs, I thought fit to 
ee acquaint you, that laſt month I receiv'd my for- 
„ tune, which by my father's will had been my due 
« two years paſt, at which time I arriv'd to man's 
cc eſtate, and became major; whereupon I have ta- 
& ken a houſe in one of the principal ſtreets of the 
te town of where I am entred upon my bu- 
cc ſineſs, and hereby let you know that I ſhall have 
& occaſion for the goods hereafter mention d, which 
« you may ſend to me by the carrier. Bhs 


THrrs fine flouriſh, and which no doubt the young 
fellow dreſt up with much application, and thought 
was a well done, put his correſpondent in London 
into a fit of laughter, and inſtead of ſending him the 

oods he wrote for, put him either firſt upon writing 
own into the country to enquire after his character, 
and whether he was worth dealing with, or elſe it 
obtain d to be fil'd up among ſuch letters as deſerv'd 
no anſwer. | S. 
Tux ſame Tradeſman at London receiv'd by the 


in the country to the purpoſe following. 


next poſt another letter from a young ſhop-keeper - 


„% BEING obliged, Sir, by my late maſter's de- 
ec ceaſe to enter immediately upon his buſineſs, and 
« conſequently open my ſhop without coming up 
« to London to furniſh my ſelf with ſuch goods as 
« at preſent I want, I have here ſent you a ſmall or- 
& der, as underwritten; I hope you will think 
your ſelf obliged to uſe me well, and particularly 
<. that the may be good of the ſorts, tho” I 

| « cannot 
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« cannot be at London to look them out my ſelf; 
J have encloſed a bill of exchange for 75 l. on 
« Meſſ's. . and 5 — and company, payable 
« to you or your order at one and twenty days 
« ſight; be pleaſed to get it accepted; and if the 
«« goods amount to more than that ſum, I ſhall; 
« when I have your bill of parcels, ſend you the 
« remainder. I repeat my defire, that you will ſend 
« me the goods well ſorted, and well choſen; and as 
« cheap as poſſible, that I may be encourag'd to 4 
t farther correſpondence. * i 
| Jam 


Tris was writing like a man that underſtood 
what he was doing; and his correſpondent in London 
would preſently ſay, this young man writes like 4 
man of buſineſs; pray let us take care to uſe him 
well, for in all probability he will be a very good 
chapman. 5 -\ 

Tus ſum of the matter is this; a Tradeſman's let- 


ters ſhould be plain, conciſe, and to the purpoſe z 


no quaint expreſſions, no book-phraſes, no flouriſhes; 


and yet they muſt be full ſufficient to expreſs _ 


what he means, ſo as not to be doubtful, much leſs 


unintelligible. I can by no means approve” of ſtu- 


died abbreviations, and leaving out the needful co- 
pulatiyes of ſpeech in trading letters; they are to ar 
extreme affected, no beauty to the ſtile, but on the 


contrary a deformity of the groſſeſt nature. The7 


are affected to the laſt degree, and with this aggra- 
vation, that it is an affectation of the groſſeſt na- 
ture; for in a word ' tis affecting to be thought a 
man of more thin ordinary ſenſe, by writing extra- 
ordinary nonſenſe; affecting to be a man of buſineſs 
by giving orders and exprefling your meaning i 
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terms which a man of buſineſs may not think be 
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ſelf bound by: for example, a Tradeſman at Hull 
writes to his correſpondent at London the following 


letter. 
66 Sm. Yours receiv'd, have at preſent little to 
« reply. Lal ſt you had bills of loading with 


* invoyce of what had loaden for your account in 
« Hambro factor bound for ſaid port. What have 


« farther orders for ſhall be diſpatch'd with expedi- 
cc tion. 
« fell the iron for more than 373. wiſh had your 


« orders if ſhall part with it at that rate. No ſhips 


« ſince the 11h. London fleet may be in the roads 
& before the late ſtorm, ſo hope they are ſafe: if 


« have not enſur'd, pleaſe omit the ſame till hear 


« farther ; the weather proving good, hope the dan- 
& ger is over. 0 0 1 
« My laſt tranſmitted three bills exchange, im- 


« port J. 3 15. pleaſe ſignify. if are come to hand, 
cc and accepted, and give credit in account cur- 


«c rent to R | 
| Tour humble Servant. 


I pretend to ſay there is nothing in all this letter, 


tho' appearing to have the face of a conſiderable 


t may be taken any away pro or con. 
The Hambro factor may be a ſhip; or a horſe, be 
bound to Hambro, or London. What ſhall be diſ- 
parch'd may be one thing, or any thing, or every 
thing in a former letter. No Ships ſince the x1 


may be, no ſhips come in, or no ſhips gone out. 


The Landon fleet being in the roads, it may be Lon- 
don fleet from Hull to London, or from London to 
Hull, both being often at ſea together. The roads 
may be Tarmomh roads or Grimsby, or indeed any 


where. 2 


Bx ſuch a way of writing no orders can be 


binding to him that gives them, or to him they 


/ 


Markets ſlacken much on this ſide, cannot 
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are given to. A merchant writes to his factor at 
Lisbon; aa. 


« PLEASE to ſend per firſt ſhip 150 cheſts beſt 
« Seville, and 200 pipes beſt Lisbon white. May 
« value yourſelf per exchange 12501. ſterling for the 
t acccount of above drders. Suppoſe you can ſend 
« the ſloop to Seville for the order'd cheſts, &c. 


HERE is the order to ſend a cargo, with a pleaſe 
to ſend; ſo the factor may let it alone if he does not 
leaſe. The order is 150 cheſt Seville ; tis ſuppoſed 
e means oranges, but it may be 150 cheſts orange- 
trees as well, or cheſts of oil, or any thing. Licbon 
white may be wine, or any thing elle, tho tis fu 
pos'd to be wine. He may draw 12504. but he 24 
refuſe to accept it if he pleaſes, for any thing ſuc 
an order as that obliges him. 

Ox the contrary, orders ought to be plain and 
explicit, and he ought to have afſur'd him, that on 
his drawing on him his bills ſhould be honour'd, 
that is, accepted and paid. 

I know this affectation of ſtile is accounted v 
grand, looks modiſh, and has a kind of majeſtick 
greatneſs in it; but the beſt merchants in the world 
are come-off from it, and now chooſe to write plain 
and intelligibly ; much leſs ſhould it be praftis'd b 
Country-tradeſmen, citizens and ſhop-keepers, whole 
buſineſs is plainneſs and meer trade. | | 

I have mentioned this in the beginning of this 
work, becauſe indeed it is the beginning of a Tradeſ- 
man's buſineſs. When a Tradeſman takes an appren- 
rice, the firſt thing he does for him, after he takes 
him from behind his counter, after he lets him into 
his compting-houſe and his books, and after _—_— 
him with his more private buſineſs, I ſay the fir 
thing is to let him write letters to his dealers, and 
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correſpond with his friends; and this he does in his 
\ maſter's name, ſubſcribing his letters thus: | 


Jam, | 
for my m A. B. and company, 


C. D. 


And beginning thus: 
FSrxx, I am order'd by my maſter A. B. to adviſe 
you that —— 
| | Or thus : 
Six, By my maſter's order, I am to ſignify to 


you that —— ./ 
Qr thus : 


Sir, Theſe are by my maiter's order to give you 
notice —— | 


£-- Orxners for goods ought to be very explicit and 
Shartcula, that os me. may not ur ee eſpecial- 
ly if it be orders from a tradeſman to a manufacturer, 
to make goods, or to buy goods, either of ſuch a 3 
quality, or to ſuch a pattern; in which if the goods 


g* 


= 


are made to the colours, and of a marketable good- 
neſs, and within the time limited, the perſon order- 
ing them cannot refuſe to receive them, and make 
himſelf debtor to the maker. On the contrary, if 
the goods are not of a marketable goodneſs, or not to 
the patterns, or are not ſent within the time, the 
maker ought not to expect they ſhould be receiv'd. 
For example: Þ 
Tux tradeſman, or warehouſeman, or what elſe we 
may call him, writes to his correſpondent at the De- 
vizg in Wiltſhire, thus: 9 


e Szx, The goods you ſent me laſt are not at 
te all for my purpoſe, being of a fort which I am 
ke at preſent full of: however, if you are willing 
8 . « they 
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ec they ſhould lie here, I will take all opportunities 
« to ſell them for your account; | otherwiſe, on 


« your firſt orders they ſhall be deliver d to who-. 


« ever you ſhall direct: and as you had no orders 
<« from me for ſuch ſorts of goods, you cannot rake 


« this ill. But I have here encloſed ſent you five 


« patterns as under markt, 1 to 5, if you think fit 
© to make me fifty pieces of druggets of the ſame 
« weight and goodneſs with the fifty pieces, No A. B. 
& which I had from you laſt October, and mixt as 
<« exactly as you can to the encloſed Patterns, ten 
c to each pattern, and can have the ſame to be de- 
e livered here any time in Februam next, I ſhall take 
c them at the ſame price which I gave you for the 
&« laſt; and one month after the delivery you may 
« draw upon me for the money, which ſhall be paid 


© to your content, 4 6 i 
Your friend ervant. 


« p. S. Let me have your return per next poſt, 
<« intimating that you can or cannot anſwer this or- 
« der, that I may govern my ſelf accordingly. 

To Mr. H. G. clothier in the Devize. 


| Tax clothier accordingly gives him an anſwer the 
next poſt, as follows: 


« SIR, I have the favour of yours of the 224 
e paſt, with your order for fifty fine druggets, to 
ce be made of the like weight and goodneſs with the 
« two packs, No A. B. which I made for you and 
4 ſent laſt October, as alſo the five patterns encloſed, 
« marked 1 to 5, for my direction in the mixture: 
5 give you this trouble, according to your order, 
to let you know, I have already put the ſaid fifty 
pieces in hand, and as I am always willing to ſerve 
Vvou to the beſt of my power, and am thankful 
for your favours, you may depend upon them 
C 4 T within 
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© within the time, that is to ſay, ſome time in 
#6 February next, and that they ſhall be of the like 
ce fineneſs and ſubſtance with the other, and as near 
cc to the patterns as poſſible: But in regard our 
ce poor are very craving, and money at this time 
« very ſcarce, I beg you will give me leave, (twen- 
ce ty or thirty pieces of them being finiſh'd and 
be deliver to you at any time before the remainder) 
9e to draw fifty pounds on you for preſent occa- 
« ſion; for which I ſhall think my ſelf greatly 
& oblig'd, and ſhall give you any ſecurity you 
ce pleaſe that the reſt ſhall follow within the time. 

As to the pack of goods in your hands, which 
cc were ſent up without your order, I am content 
* they remain in your hands for ſale on my ac- 
ec count, and defire you will ſell them as ſoon as 
cc you can, for my beſt advantage. ; Wi 

You calls. Y | 8 
8 J am, &c. 


HERE is a harmony of buſineſs, and every thing 
exact; the orderis given plain and expreſs; the clo- 
thier anſwers directly to every point: here can be 
no defect in the correſpondence ; the diligent Clo- 
thier applies immediately to the work, ſorts and 
dies his wool, mixes his colours to the Patrerns, puts 
the wool to the Spinners, ſends his yarn to the 
Weavers, has the pieces brought home, then has 
them to the Thicking or Fulling-mill, dreſſes them 
in his own workhouſe, and ſends them up punctu- 
ally by the time; perhaps by the middle of the 4 
month: Having ſent up twenty pieces five weeks 
before, the warehouſekeeper to oblige him, pays 4 
his bill of 50 l. and a month after the reſt are ſent 
in, he draws for the reſt of the money, and his 
Bills are punctually paid. The conſequence of this 
exact writing and anſwering is this. 2 

The warehouſekeeper having the order from his 3 
Merchant, is furnſhe in time, and obliges bis cu. 
_ ſtomer z 


* 
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ſtomer; then ſays he to his ſervant, « Well, this 
& H. G. of the Devize is a clever workman, under- 
cc ſtands his buſineſs, and may be depended on: I 
cc ſee if I have an Order to give which requires 
ce any exactneſs and honeſt uſage, he is my man; 
he underſtands orders when they are ſent, goes 
s to work immediately, and anſwers them punc- 
ce tually. 

Again, the clothier at Devize fays to his head 
man, or perhaps his fon, „This Mr. H. is a very 
« good Employer, he is worth obliging; his or- 
« ders are ſo plain and ſo direct a man cannot miſ- 
<« take, and if the goods are made honeſtly and to 
his time, there's one's money; Bills are chearfully 
& accepted, and punctually paid; I'll never diſap- 
& point him, whoever goes without goods he ſhall 
ef not. : ; 

On the _— when Orders are darkly given, 
they are doubtfu 4 obſerv'd; and when the goods 
come to town, the Merchant diſlikes them, the 
Warehouſeman ſhuffles em back upon the Clothier, 
to lie for his account, pretending they are not made 
to his order; the Clothier is diſcourag'd, and for 
want of his money diſcredited, and all their correſ- 
pondence is — and ends in loſs both of 
money and credit, 
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LETTER. Ill. 
Of the Trading Site. 


SI R, | 9 

N my laſt I gave you my thoughts for the in- 
1 ſtruction of young Tradeſmen in writing let- 
ters, with orders, and eng orders, and eſpe- 

cially about the proper ſtile of a Tradeſman's let- 
ters, Which T hinted ſhould be plain and * ſree 
in language, and direct to the N intended; give 
me leave to go on with the ſubject a little farther, 
as I think tis uſeful in another part of the Tradeſ- 
man's correſpondence. | 

I might — made ſome apology to yo for 
urging tradeſmen to write a plain and eaſy ſtile; let 
me add to you, that the Tradeſman need not be of- 
' Fended at my condemning him as it were to a plain 
and homely ſtile ; eaſy, plain, and familiar language 
is the beauty of Speech in general, and is the excel- 
lency cf all writing, on whatever ſubject, or to 

whatever perſons they are that we write or ſpeak. 
The end of Speech is that men might underſtand 
one another's meaning; certainly that ſpeech, or 
that way of ſpeaking which is moſt eaſily under- 
Nood, is the beſt. It any man was to ask me, what 
T would ſuppoſe to be a perfect ſtile or language, I 
would anſwer, that in which a man ſpeaking to five 
hundred people, of all common and various capaci- 
ries, Ideots and Lunaticks excepted, ſhould be un- 
derſtood by them all, in the ſame manner with one 
another, and in the ſame ſenſe which the ſpeaker in- 
tended to be underſtood, this would certainly be a 
moſt perfect ſtile. 

AlL Exotic ſayings, dark and ambiguous ſpeak- 
ings, affected words, and as I faid in my haſt abridg- 


ments of words, or words cut off, as they are Rn 
| ang 
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and improper in Buſineſs, ſo indeed are they in any 
other . hard words and affectation of ſtile in 
buſineſs, ike Bombaſt in Verſe, is a kind of rumb- 
ling nonſenſe, and nothing of the kind can be more 
ridiculous. | 

Tas nicety of writing in Buſineſs, conſiſts chiefly 
in giving every ſpecies of g their trading names; 
for there are certain peculiarities in the gw , lan- | 
guage, which are to be obſery'd as the greateſt pro- = 
prieties, and without which the language your let- $ 
ters are written in would be obſcure, and the tradeſ- 4 
men you write to would not underſtand you: for 
example, if you write to your factor at Lisbon, or 
at Cadix, to make your returns in Hard ware, he un- | 
derſtands you, and ſends ou ſo many bags of pieces _ 
of Eight. So if a Merchant comes to me to hire 
a ſmall ſhip of me, and tells me tis for the Pipin 
trade; or to buy a veſlel, and tells me he intends to 
make a Pipiner of her, the meaning 1s, that ſhe 1s 
to run to Seville for Oranges, or to Malaga for Le- 
mons. If he ſays he intends to ſend her for a lad- 
ing of fruit, the meaning is, ſhe is to go ro Alicam, 
Denia or Xevia, on the coaſt of Spain, for Raiſins 
of the ſun, or to Malaga for Malaga raiſins. Thus 
in the home trade in England, if in Kent a man tells 
me he is to go among the night riders, his meaning 
is he is to go a carrying wool to the ſea-ſhorez the 
people that uſually run the wool off in boats, are | 
call'd Owlers ; thoſe that ſteal cuſtoms, Smugglers; = 
and the like. In a word, there is a kind of a cant 
in trade, which a Tradeſman ought to know, as the 
Beggars and Strollers know the. Gypſy cant, which 
none can ſpeak but themſelves ; and this in letters of 
buſineſs is allowable, and indeed they cannot under- 
ſtand one another without it : Take an example to the 
purpoſe, for explaining this. Ps 

\ Brickmaker being hired by a Brewer to make 

fome bricks for him at his country-houſe, wrote 8: 
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the Brewer that he could not go forward unleſs he 
had two or three load of Spaniſh; that otherwiſe 
his brick would coſt him fix or ſeven chaldron of 
coals extraordinary, and the bricks would not be 
ſo good and hard neither by a great deal when they 
were burnt. | | | 
THs Brewer ſends him an anſwer, that he ſhould 
go on as well as he could for three or four days, 
nd then the Spaniſh ſhould be ſent him: accord- 
ü the following week the Brewer ſends him 
Eu two carts loaded with about twelve hogſheads 
or casks of Melaſes; which frighted the Brickma- 
ker almoſt out of his ſenſes. The caſe was this, the 
brewers formerly mixt Melaſſes with. their ale, to 
ſweeten it, and abate the quantity of malt, Melaſes 
ing at that time much cheaper in proportion; and 
this they call'd Spaniſh, not being willing their 
cuſtomers ſhould know at. Again, the Brickmakers i 
all about London, do mix ſea-coal-aſhes, or Lay ſtal 
ſtuff, as we call it, with their clay of which they | 
make brick, and by that ſhifr fave eight chaldron 
of coals. out of eleven, to the burning an hundred 
thouſand of bricks, in proportion to what other 
ple uſe to burn them with; and theſe aſhes they 
call Spaniſh. But this neither the Brewer on one 
hand, or the Brickmaker on the other, underſtood 
any other of than as it related to their ſeparate buſi- 
eis. s | . ' 
Thus the receiy'd terms of art in eyery particular 
_bufineſs are always to be obſerv'd; of which I 
ſhall ſpeak to you in its turn: I name them here to 
intimate, that when I am ſpeaking of plain writin 
in matters of buſineſs, it muſt be underſtood wit 
an allowance for all theſe things: and a Tradeſman 
muſt be not only allowed to uſe them in his own 
ſtile, but cannot write proper without them; it is 
a particular excellence in a Tradeſman to be able 
$9 know all the terms of art in every ſeparate _ 
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neſs, ſo as to be able to ſpeak or write to any par- 
ticular Handicraft or Manufacturer in his own dia- 


lect; and it is as neceſſary as it is for a Seaman to un- 
derſtand the names of all the ſeveral things belongs 


ing to a ſhip. 
ror, when | ſay that a Tradeſman ſhould write plain 


and explicit, for theſe things belong to, are 
part of the language of trade. 

Bur even theſe terms of art or cuſtomary expreſ- 
ſions, are not to be uſed with affectation, and with 


i 
. 
| 
THis therefore is not to be underſtood 25 at er- | 
| 
' 
| 
| 
a a needleſs repetition, were they are not called for. | 


Nor ſhould a Tradeſman write thoſe out of the | 
way words, tho' 'tis in the way of the buſineſs, | 
he writes about, to any other perſon, who he \ 


knows, or has reaſon to believe, does not under- 
ſtand them; I ſay, he ought not to write in thoſe 
terms to ſuch, becauſe it ſhews a kind of oſtenta®= _- 
tion, and a triumph over the ignorance of the per- 
ſon they are written to, unleſs at the very ſame time © 
you add an explanation of the terms, ſo as to make 
them aſſuredly intelligible at the place, and to the + } 
ſon to whom they are ſent. | : \ 
A Tradeſman, in ſuch caſes, like a Parſon, ſhould 8 
ſuit his language to his auditory; and it would be N 
as ridiculous for a Tradeſman to write a letter fill 
with the peculiarities of this or that particular trade. | 
which trade he knows the perſon he writes to is ig= . | 
norant of, and the terms whereof he is unacquainted © | 
with, as it would be for a Miniſter to quote St. any In 
foſtome and St. Auſtin, and repeat at large all Hr 
ſayings in the Greek and the Latin, in a country church 
among a parcel of ploughmen and farmers. "Thus a 
ſailor writing a letter to a ſurgeon, told him he had 
a ſwelling on the North-Eaſt fide of his face, that 
his windward leg being hurt by a bruiſe, it ſo pux 
him out of Trim that he always heel'd to Staxboard 
when. he made freſh Way, and fo run rig 
+, Th | I Baca H till 
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till he was often forced aground; then he defir'd 


him to give him ſome directions how to put him- 


ſelf into a failing poſture again. Of all which: the 


Surgeon underſtood little more, than that he had a 
ſwelling on his face, and a bruiſe in his leg: l 66d 
Ir ͤ would be a very happy thing, it tradeſmen 
had all their Lexicon Technicwm at their fingers ends; I 
mean, (for pray remember that I obſerve my own 
rule, not to uſe 4 hard word without explaining it,) 
that every Tradeſman would ſtudy fo the terms of 
art of other Trades, that he might be able to 
to every manufacturer or artiſt in his own language, 
and underſtand them when they talk'd one to ano- 


ther; this would make trade be a kind of univerſal 


language, and the particular marks they are oblig'd 
to, would be like the notes of muſic, an univerſal 
character, in which all the tradeſmen in England 
might write to one another in the language and cha- 
racters of their ſeveral trades, and be as intelligible 
to one another as the Miniſter is to his people, and 
perhaps much more. | ; 

I therefore recommend it to every young Tradeſ- 


man to take all occaſions ro converſe with mecha- 


nicks of every kind, and to learn the particular lan- 


guage of their buſineſs; not the names of their 
tools only, and the way of working with their in- 
ſtruments as well as hands; bur the very cant of 
their trade, for every trade has its noſtrums, and its 
lictle made words, which they often pride themſelves 
in, and which yet are uſeful to them on ſome occa- 


ſion or other. ei $3659 | 
* THERE are many advantages to a Tradefman in 
thus having a general knowledge of the terms of 
art, and the cant, as I call it, of every buſineſs; and 


particularly this, that they could not be impoſed 
upon ſo eaſily by other tradeſmen, when they came 
to deal with them. 0 r 


. * F 


Ir 
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| Is you come to deal with a Tradeſman or Handi- 
craftſman, and talk his own language to him, he 


| preſently ſuppoſes you underſtand his buſineſs ; that 


ou know what you come about ; that you' have 
judgment in his goods, or in his Art, and cannot 
eaſily be impos'd upon; accordingly he treats you 
like a man that is not to be cheated, comes cloſe to 
the point, and doet not croud you with words, 
and rattling talk, to ſet out his wares, and to cover 


their defects; he finds you know where to look or 


feel for the defe& of things, and how to judge of 
their worth. For example : 

Whar Trade has more hard words and peculiar 
ways attending it, than that of a 9 or horſe- 
courſer, as we call them? they have all the 
of the horſe, and all the diſeaſes attending him, ne- 
ceſſary to be mentioned in the market upon every 
occaſion of buying or bargaining: A jockey will 
know you at firſt ſight, when you do but go round a 


horſe, or at the firſt word you ſay about him, whe- 


ther you are a dealer, as they call themſelves, or a 
ſtranger. If you begin well, if you take up the horſe's 
foot right, if you handle him in the proper places, 
if you bid his ſervant open his mauth, or go about 


it your ſelf like a workman, if you ſpeak of his 


ſhapes, or his goings in the proper words; O, ſays 
thi jockey ro bis fillow, he ork a horſe, he 
ſpeaks the language; then he knows you are not to 
be cheated, or at leaſt not ſo eaſily : but if you go auk- 
wardly to work, whiſper ro your man you bring with 


ou, to ask every thing for you, cannot handle the 


orſe your ſelf, or ſpeak the language of the trade, 


he falls upon you with his flouriſhes; and with a 


flux of Horſe-rherorick, impoſes upon you with 
oaths and aſſeverations, and in a word, conquers you 

with the meer clamour of his trade. | 
Tnus if you go to à Garden to buy flowers, 
Plants, trees and greens, if you know what you go 
1 about, 
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about, know the names of flowers, or ſimples, or 
= greens; know the particular beauties of them, when 
| they are fit to remove, and when to ſlip and draw, 
| and when not; what colour is common, and what 
rare; When a flower is good, and when ordinary; 
the gardener preſently talks to you as to a man of 
art, tells you that you are a lover of art, a friend 
to a Floriſt, ſhews you his Exotics, his Green-houſe, 
and his ſtores; what he has ſet out, and what he 
has budded or inarch'd, and the like : but if he 
finds you have none of the terms of art, know lit- 
tle or nothing of the names of plants, or the nature of 
planting, he picks your pocket inſtantly, ſhews you 
a fine trimm d fuz-buſh for a juniper, {ls you com- 
mon Pinks for Painted Ladies, an ordinary Tulip 
for a rarity, and the like: Thus I ſaw a gardener 
{ell a gentleman a large yellow Auriculas, that is to 
ay, 4 run-away, for a curious flower, and take a 
great price; it ſeems the gentleman was a lover of a 
good yellow, and tis known that when nature in 
the Auricula is exhauſted, and has ſpent her ſtrength 
in ſhewing a fine flower, perhaps ſome years upon 
the ſame root, ſhe faints at laſt, and then turns into 
a yellow, which yellow ſhall be bright and pleaſant 
the farſt year, and look very well to one that knows 
nothing of it, tho' another year it turns pale, and 
at length almoſt white: This the gardeners call Aa 
run- flower, and this 8 upon the gentleman 
for a rarity, only becauſe he diſcover'd at his coming 
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 "M that he knew nothing of the matter. The ſame 
F<. gardener fold another perſon a root of white painted Ld 
7 Thyme for the right Marum Syriacum, and thus they | 


O EV | 1 | 
F A — goes; into a Brickmaker's field to view 
_ his clamp, and buy a load of Bricks ; he reſolves to 
ſee them loaded becauſæ he would have good ones; 
but not underſtanding tie goods, and ſeeing the 
workmen loading them where they were hard mw 
| | we 


of a pale red colour, and as fair * other, but are ſoft. 
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well burnt, but look'd white and grey, which to be 
Ture were the beſt of the Bricks, and which perhaps 
they would not have done if he had not been ther 


to look on them, they ſuppoſing he underſtood 
which were the beſt, he in the abundance of his ig- 


norance finds fault with them, becauſe they were 
not of a good colour, and did not look red; the 


2 


Brickmaker's men took the hint immediately, and 


telling the Buyer they would give him red bricks 


to oblige him, turn'd their hands from the grey hard 


well-burnt bricks to the ſoft * ſammell half-burne 
bricks, which they were glad to diſpoſe of, and 
which no body that had underſtood Bricks, would 
have taken off their hands. 

I mention theſe lower things, becauſe I would 
ſuit my writing to the underſtandings of the meaneſt 
people, and ſpeak of frauds uſed in the moſt ordi- 
nary trades, to the capacity of the tradeſmen for 
whom I write; it is the like in almoſt all the goods 
a Tradeſman can deal in. If you go to Warwicks 
ſhire to buy Cheeſe, you demand the cheeſe of the 
firſt make, becauſe that is the beſt. If you go to 
Suffolk to buy Butter, you refuſe the butter of the 
firſt make, becauſe that is not the beſt, but you bars 
gain for the right Rowing butter, whick 1s the 
Butter that is made when the cows are tufn'd into 
the grounds which have been mow'd, where the hay 
has been carried off, and the graſs is grown againz 
and ſo in many other caſes : Theſe things demon- 
ſtrate the advantages there are to a Tradeſriian in 
his being throughly inform'd of the terms of art, 
and the peculiarities belonging to every particular 
buſineſs, which therefore I call the language of 


| trade, 
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| * Sanmimell is a term of art the brick · makers uſe for thoſe 
bricks which are not well burnt, and which generally look 
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As a merchant ſhould underſtand all languages, 
at leaſt, the languages of thoſe countries which he 
trades to, or correſponds with, and the cuſtoms and 
uſages of thoſe countries as to their commerce; ſo 
an Engliſb tradeſman ought to underſtand all the lan- 
guages of Trade, within the circumference of his 
own country at leaſt, and particularly of ſuch, as he 
may by any of the conſequences of his commerce, 
come to be any way concern d with. 
EspECIAIIx it is his buſineſs to acquaint himſelf 
with the terms and trading ſtile, as I call it, of thoſe 
trades which he buys of ; as to thoſe he ſells to, 
ſuppoſing he ſells to thoſe who ſell again, tis their 
buſineſs to underſtand him, not his to underſtand 
them ; and if he finds they do not underſtand him, 
he will not fail to make their ignorance be his ad- 
vantage, unleſs he is honeſter and more conſcientious 
in his dealings than moſt of the tradeſmen of this age 


ſeem to be. 
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LETTER AV. 


Of the Tradeſman acquainting himſelf 
with all puſmeſs in general. 


SIR, | 
F am very glad that what I have written you in 4 
my former letters, for the inſtruction of young -» 
Tradeſmen, ſuits your deſign, I have, according to | 7 
your requeſt, perſued the ſubject in another letter, 1 
which l hope will be equally to your ſatisfaction. = 
IT is the judgment of ſome experienced tradeſ- ' 
men, that no man ought to go from one buſineſs to 1 
another, and launch out of the trade or employment _ 
5 was bred to; Trattent fabrilia, fabri, Every man 1 7 


to 


FR 
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to his own buſineſs: and they tell us men never 
thrive when they do other wiſe. 

1 will not enter into that diſpute here. I know 
ſome very good and encouraging examples of the con- 
trary, and which ſtand as remarkable inſtances, or as 
exceptions to the general rule: But let that be as it 
will, ſometimes providence _— calls men out 
of one employ into another, out of a ſhop into a 
warehouſe, out of a warehouſe into a ſhop, out of 
a ſingle handed buſineſs 1nto a partnerſhip, and the 
like; and they trade one time here, another time 
there, and wick very good ſucceſs too. But I fay, 
be that as it will, a Tradeſman ought ſo far to acquaint 
himſelf with buſineſs, that he ſhould not be at a loſs 
to turn his hand to this or that trade, as occaſion 
preſents, whether in or out of the way of his ordi- 
nary dealing, as we have often ſeen done in London 
and other places, and ſometimes with good ſucceſs. 

THis acquainting himſelf with buſineſs does not 
intimate that he ſhould learn every trade, or enter 
into the myſtery of every employment; that can- 
not well be; but that he ſhould have a true notion 
of buſineſs in general, and a knowledge how and in 
what manner it is carried on; that he ſhould know 
where every manufacture is made, and how bought 
at firſt hand; that he ſhould know which are the 
proper markets, and what the particular kinds gf 
2 to exchange at thoſe markets; that he ſhould 
know the manner how every manufacture is managed, 
and the method of their ſale. 

NEITHER can it be expected that he ſhould have 
equal judgment in the choice of all kinds of goods, 

though in a great many he may have ſome judgment 
FF £00; but there is a general underſtanding in trade, 
which every tradeſman both may and ought. to ar- 

rive to; and this perfectly qualifies. him to engage 
mn atiy new undertaking, and to embark with other 

WT perſons bereer qualified S 
| * 
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iat i before; in which,” the! 


he may not have a particular knowledge and judg- 


ment in the goods they are to deal in, or to make; 
yet having the benefit of the knowledge his new 
partner is maſter of, and being himſelf apt to take in 
all additional lights, he ſoon becomes experienc'd, 


and the knowledge of all the other parts of buſineſs 


qualifies him to be a ſufficient partner; for example, 
A. B. was bred a dry-ſalter, and he goes in partner 
with C. D. a Scarlet-dyer, called a Bow-dyer, at 


Wandſworth. | 
As a falter, A. B. has had experience enough in 
the materials for dying, as well ſcarlets as all other 


colours, and underſtands very well the xr of 
cocheneal, indigo, gauls, ſhumach, logwood, fuſtick, 


madder, and the like, ſo that he does his part very 
well: So C. D. is an experienced ſcarlet-dyer, and 


now doubling their ſtock, they fall into a larger 


work, and they dye bays and ſtuffs and other goods 
into differing colours, as occaſion requires; This 
brings them to an equality in the buſineſs, and by 
hiring good experienced ſervants, they go on very 


well together. - 

Tux like happens often when a Tradeſman turns 
his hand from one trade to another; and when he 
embarks, either in partnerſhip or out of it, in an 
new buſineſs, tis ſuppos'd he ſeldom changes han 


in ſuch a manner without ſome ſuch ſuitable perſon 
to join with, or that he has ſome experienced head 


workman to direct him, which, if that workman 


| pow honeſt, 1s as well as a partner. On the other 


and, his own application and indefatigable induſtry 


ſupplies the want of judgment: Thus I have known 


ſeveral tradeſmen turn their hands from one buſineſs 


niſt, and not a 
few 
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few turn phyſicians, and prove very phyſicians 
too; . is a ſtep beyond ry 1 an ſpeak- 
ing of. e | © 
Bur my argument turns upon this (viz.) that a 
tradeſman ought to be able to turn his hand to any 
thing ; that 1s to ſay, to lay down one trade, and 
take up another, if occaſion leads him to it, and if 
he ſees an evident view of profit and advantage in. 
it; and this is only done by his having a general 
knowledge of trade, ſo as to have a capacity of judg- 
ing, when by but juſt looking upon what is offer d 
or propos'd, he ſees as much at firſt view as others 
do by long enquiry, and with the judgment of mas. 
ny adviſers. N 
Wu I am thus ſpeaking of the tradeſman's be- 
ing capable of making a judgment of things, it oc- 
curs with a force not to be reſiſted, that I ſhould add, 
he is hereby fenced againſt Bubbles and Projects, and 
againſt thoſe fatal people call'd Projectors; who are 
indeed among tradeſmen as Birds of prey are among 
the innocent ſowls, (viz.) devourers and deſtroyers: 
A Tradeſman cannot be too well arm'd, nor too 
much caution'd againſt thoſe ſort of people; they 
are conſtantly ſurrounded with them, and are as 
much in jeopardy from them, as a man in a croud is 
of having his pocket pick'd, nay almoſt as a man 1s, 
when in a croud of pick-pockets, | 
NoTHiNG ſecures the tradeſman againſt thoſe: 
men ſo well, as his being throughly knowing in Bu- 
{ineſs, having a judgment to weigh all the deluſive 
ſchemes and the fine promiſes of the wheedling pro- 
jector, and to ſee which are likely to anſwer, or 
which not; to examine all his ſpecious pretences, 
his calculations and figures, and ſee whether they 
are as likely to anſwer the end, as he takes upon him 
to lay they will; to make allowances for all his fine 
flouriſhes and outſides, and then to judge for him- 
ſelf; A Projector, is to a Tradeſman a kind of incen · 


{Wer diary; 
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diary; he is in a conſtant plot to blow him up, or 
| ſer fire to him; for projects are generally as fatal 
to a Tradeſman, as fire in a magazine of gun-pow- 
der. 

Tur honeſt Tradeſman is always in danger, and 
cannot be too wary ; and therefore to fortify his 
judgment, that he may be able to guard againſt ſuch 
people as theſe, is one of the moſt neceſſary things 
I can do for him. 

Is order then to direct the Tradeſman how to 
furtiſh himſelf thus with a needful ſtock of tradin 
knowledge, firſt, I ſhall propoſe to him to converſe 
with tradeſmen chiefly : he that will be a Tradeſman 
ſhould confine himſelf within his own ſphere : ne- 
ver was the gazette ſo full of the advertiſements of 
commiſſions of bankrupt as fince our ſhop-keepers 
are ſo much engaged in Parties, form'd into clubs to 
hear news, oy. 8 journals, and ſtudy politicks; in 
ſhort, when tradeſmen turn ſtateſmen, they ſhould 
either ſhut up their ſhops, or hire ſome body elſe to 
look after them. | 

Tur known ſtory of the upholſterer is very in- 
ſtructive, who, in his abundant concern for the pub- 
lick, run himſelf out of his buſineſs into a jayl ; 
and even when he was in priſon, could not ſleep for 
the concern he had for the liberties of his dear coun- 
try; the man was a good Patriot, but a bad ſhop- 
keeper 3 indeed he ſhould rather have ſhut up his 
ſhop, and got a commiſſion in the army, and then 
he had ferved his country in the way of his calling. 
But I may ſpeak to this more in its turn. 3 

Mx preſent ſubje& is not the negative, what he = 
ſhould not do, but the affirmative, what he ſhould = | 
do : I ſay, he ſhould take all occaſions to converſe 1 
within the circuit of his own ſphere; that is, dwell | 
upon the ſubje& of trade in his converſation, and 
fort with and converſe among tradeſmen as much as 
he can; as writing teaches to write, ſcribendo diſcis 
| ſeribere, 


ſeribere, ſo converſing among tradeſmen will make 
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him a Tradeſman. I need not explain this fo criti- 
cally as to tell you, I do not mean he ſhould con- 
fine or reſtrain himſelf entirely from all manner of 
converſation but among his own claſs : I ſhall ſpeak 
to that in its place alſo, A Tradeſman may on oc- 
caſion keep company with Gentlemen as well as other 
people; nor is a trading man, if he is a man of ſenſe, 
unſuitable or unprofitable for a Gentleman to con- 
yerſe with, as occaſion requires; and you will often 
find, that not private gentlemen only, but even mi · 
niſters of ſtate, r members of parlia · 
ment, and perſons of all ranks in the government, 
find it for their purpoſe to converſe with Tradeſ- 
men, and are not aſham'd to acknowledge, that 
a Tradeſman is ſometimes qualified to inform 
them in the moſt difficult and intricate, as. well 
as the moſt urgent affairs of government; and this 
has been the reaſon, why ſo many tradeſmen have 
been advanc'd to honours and dignities above their 
ordinary rank, as Sir Charles Duncombe, a Goldſmith; 
Sir Henry Furneſe, who was 72 a retail Heſer; 
Sir Charles Cook, late one of the board of trade, a 
Merchant ; Sir Joſiah Child, originally a very mean 
Tradeſman ; the late Mr. Lowndes, bred a Scrivener ; 


and ſeveral others too many to name. 


Bur theſe are inſtances of men call'd our of a 
lower ſphere for their eminent uſefulneſs, and their 
viſible capacities, being firſt known to be diligent 


and induſtrious men in their faid private and lower 
ſpheres ; ſuch advancements make good the words of 
t 


ne wiſe man, Seeft thou 4 man diligent in buſineſ?, be 
Hall ſtand before princes, be ſhall not ſtand 
pry 9 ime the Tradeſman's proper buſi» | 
N the mean time the man * | * 
neſs is in his ſhop or warehouſe, a __ his 
own claſs or rank of People ; there he ſees haw o- 
ther men go on, and there he learns how to go on 
D 4 him- 
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himſelf ; there he ſees how other men thrive, and. 
learns to thrive himſelf; there he hears all the trading 
news, as for ſtate news and politicks, 'tis none of 
his buſineſs; there he learns how-to buy, and there 
he gets oftentimes opportunities to fell; there he 
hears of all the diſaſters in trade, who breaks, and 
why; what brought ſuch and ſuch a man to miſ- 
fortunes and diſaſters; and ſees the various ways 
how men go down in the world, as well as the arts 
and management, by which others from nothing, 
riſe to wealth and eſtates. | | 

HERE he fees the ſcripture itſelf thwarted, and 
his neighbour Tradeſman, a wholeſale Haberdaſher, 
in ſpight of a good underſtanding, in ſpight of a 

ood beginning, and in ſpight of the moſt indefati- 
gable induſtry, fink in his circumſtances, loſe his 
credit, then his Rock, and then break and become 
Bankrupt, while the man takes more pains to be 

r, than others do to grow rich. 

THERE on the other hand he fees G. D. a plod- 
ding weak-headed, bur laborious wretch, of a con- 
fin'd genius, and that can't look a quarter of a mile 
from his ſhop-door into the world, and beginning 
with little or nothing, yet riſes apace in the meer 
road of buſineſs, in which he goes on like the mil- 
ler's horſe, who being tied to the poſt is turn'd 
round by the very wheel, which he turns round 
himſelf; and this fellow ſhall get money inſenſibly, 
and grow rich even he knows not how, and no bo- 
dy elſe knows why. 7 166 

HERR he fees F. M. ruin'd by too much trade, 
and there he ſees M. F. ſtarv'd for want of trade; 
from all which obſervations he may learn ſomething 
uſeful to himſelf, and fit to guide his own meaſures, 
that he may not fall into the ſame miſchiefs which 
he ſees others fink under, and that he may take the 
advantage of that prudence which he ſees other fle 
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Alz theſe things will naturally occur to him in 
his converſing among his fellow-tradeſmen; a ſettled 
little ſociety of trading people, who underſtand bu- 
ſineſs, and are carrying on trade in the ſame man- 
ner with himſelf, no matter whether they are of the 
very ſame trades, or no, and perhaps better not of 
the ſame, ſuch a ſociety, I fay, ſhall, if due obſer- 
' vations are made from it, teach the tradeſman more 
than his apprenticeſhip; for there he learnt the ope-- 
ration, here he learns the progreſſion; his apprentice 
ſhip is his grammar-ſchool, this is his univerſity 3 - 
behind his maſter's counter, or in his warehouſe, he 
learnt the firſt rudiments of trade, but here he learns 
the trading ſciences ; here he comes to learn the ar- 
cana, ſpeak the language, underſtand the meaning 
of every thing, of which before he only learnt the 
beginning: the apprenticeſhip inducts him, and leads 
him as the nurſe the child; this finiſnes him; there 
he learnt the beginning of trade, here he ſees it in 
its full extent; in a word, there he learnt to trad 
here he is made a Complete Tradeſman. | 
LET no young Tradeſman object, that in the 
converſation I ſpeak of, there is ſo many groſs things 
faid, and ſo many ridiculous things argued upon, there 
being always a great many weak empty heads amon 
the ſhop- keeping trading world: This may be grant 
without any impeachment of what I have advanced; 
for where ſhall a man converſe, and find no fools in the 
ſociety ? and where ſhall he hear the weightieſt things 
debated, and not a great many empty weak things of- 
fer'd, out of which nothing can be learned, and from 
which nothing can be deduced, for ex nihilo nihil fit? 
Bur notwithſtanding let me ſtill inſiſt upon it 
to the Tradeſman to keep company with tradeſmen; 
let the fool run on in his own track; let the talka- 
tive green-apron, rattle in his own way; let the 
manufacturer and his factor ſquabble and brangle ; 
the grave {elf-conceited puppy, who was born a boy: 
EY an 
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and will die before he is a man, chatter and fay 4 
reat deal of nothing, and talk his neighbours to 
ns out of every one you will learn ſomething ; 
they are all tradeſmen, and chere is always ſomething 

for a young Tradeſman to learn from them. 
Suprosk underſtanding but a little French, you 
were to converſe every day a little among ſome French- 
men in your neighbourhood, and ſuppoſe thoſe 
Frenchmen, you thus kept company with, were wary 
one of them fools, meer ignorant, empty, fooliſh fe 

lows ; tho' there might be nothing learat from their 
ſenſe, yer you'd be ſure to learn French from them, 
if it was no more than the tone and accent, and the 

ardinary words uſual in converſation, 

. Tavs anf your filly empty tradeſmen, let 
them be as fooliſh and empty other ways as ou 
can ſuggeſt, tho you can learn no philoſophy from 
them, you may learn many things in trade from 
them, and ſomething from every one: for tho' it is not 
abſolutely neceſſary that every Tradeſman ſhould be 
a philoſopher, yet every Tradeſman in his way knows 
ſomething that even a philoſopher may learn from, 

I knew a philoſopher that was excellently skill'd 
in the noble ſcience or ſtudy of aſtronomy, who 
told me he had ſome years ſtudied for ſome ſimily, or 
proper alluſion, to explain to his ſcholars the phæno- 
menon of the ſun's motion round its own axis, and 
could never happen upon one to his mind, till by 
accident he ſaw his maid Berty trundling her mop : 
ſurpris'd with the exactneſs of the motion to de- 

ſcribe the thing he wanted, he goes into his ſtudy, 
calls his pupils about him, and tells them that Berty, 
who her ſelf knew nothing of the matter, could 
ſhew them the ſun revolving about itſelf in a more 
lively manner than ever he could. Accordingly Berry 
was call'd, and bad bring out her mop, when placing 
bis ſcholars in a due poſition, oppoſite not to the face 
of the maid, but co her left fade, ſo that they * 
3 t 
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the end of the mop, when it whirl'd round upon her 
arm, they took it immediately; there was the broad 
headed nail in the center, which was as the body 
of the ſun, and the thrums whisking round, fling- 


ing the water about every way by innumerable little 
ſtreams, deſcribing exactly the rays of the ſun dart= 
ing light from the center to the whole ſyſtem, 
Ix ignorant Betty, by the natural conſequence of 
her operation inſtructed the Aſtronomer, why may 
not the meaneſt ſhoemaker or pedlar, by the ordina- 
ry ſagacity of his trading wit, (tho' it may be in- 
deed very ordinary, coarſe and unlook d for) com- 
municate ſomething, give ſome uſeful hint, dart 
ſome ſudden thought into the mind of the obſerv- 
ing tradeſman, which he ſhall make his uſe of, and 
apply to his own advantage in trade, when at the 
{ame time he that gives him ſuch a hint ſhall bimſelf 
like Betty and her mop, know nothing of the matter? 
Every Tradeſman is ſuppoſed to manage his buſi- 
neſs his own way; and generally ing mo 
tradeſmen have ſome ways peculiar articular ro 
themſelves z which they either deriv'd from the 
maſters who taught them, or from the experience 
of things, or from ſomething in the courſe of their 
buſineſs, which had not happen'd to them before. 
Tross little noſtrums are oftentimes very pro- 
perly, and with advantage communicated from one 
to another; one Tradeſman finds out a nearer way of 
buying than another, another finds a vent for what 
is bought beyond what his neighbour knows of, and 
theſe in time come to be learned of them by their 
ordinary converſation. - 
I am not for confining the Tradeſman from keep- 
ing better company, as occaſion and leiſure requires; 
I allow the Tradeſman ro a& the gentleman ſome- 
times, and that even for converſation, at leaſt if his 
underſtanding and capacity make him ſuitable com- 
pany to them; but till ls buſineſ is among oo 
* . O0 
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of his own rank. The converſation of gentlemen, 
and what they call keeping good company, may be 
uſed as a diverſion, or as an excurſion, but his ſtated 
ſociety muſt be with his neighbours, and people 
in trade; men of buſineſs are companions for men 
of buſineſs ; with gentlemen he may converſe plea- 
fantly, but here he converſes profitably ; tradeſmen 
are always profitable ro one another; as they always 
gin by trading together, ſo they never loſe by con- 
verſing together; if they do not get money, they 
gain knowledge in buſineſs, improve their experi- 
ence, and ſee Ecker and farther into the world. 

A man of but an ordinary penetration will im- 
prove himfelf by converſing in matters of trade with 
men of trade; by the experience of the old Tradeſ- 
men they learn caution and prudence, and by the 
raſhneſs and the miſcarriages of the young, they 
learn what are the miſchiefs that themſelves may be 
expoſed to. 

AGAIN, in converſing with men of trade, they 
get trade; men firſt talk rogether, then deal toge- 
ther; many a good bargain is made, and many a 
Pound gain'd, where nothing was expected, by 
mere caſual coming to talk together, without know- 
ing any thing of the matter before they met: The 
tradeſmens meetings are like the merchants Exchange, 
where they manage, negotiate, and indeed beget bu- 
ſineſs with one another. 

LerT no Tradeſman miſtake me in this part, I am 
not encouraging them to leave their ſhops and ware- 
houſes, to go to taverns and ale-houſes and ſpend their 
time there in unneceſſary prattle, which indeed is 
nothing but ſotting and drinking; this is not meet- 
ing to do buſineſs, but to negle& buſineſs. Of 
— I ſhall ſpeak fully to you in a letter by it 

elf. | 55 Tn anolh 
Bur the tradeſmen converſing with one another 
35 I deſign and underſtand it, is the taking ſuitable 
occaſions 
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occaſions to diſcourſe with their fellow tradeſmen, 
meeting them in the way of their buſinefs, and im- 
proving their ſpare hours together : To leave their 
ſhops and quit their counters 1n the proper ſeaſons 
for their attendance there, would be a prepoſterous 
negligence, would be going out of buſineſs to gain 
buſineſs, and would be cheating themſelves inſtead 
of improving themſelves; the proper hours of buſi- 
neſs are ſacred to the ſhop and the warehouſe; he 
that goes out of the order of trade, let the pretence 
of buſineſs be what it will, loſes his buſineſs, not 
encreaſes it; and will, if continued, loſe the credit 
of his conduct in buſineſs alſo. | 
| Jam, &c. 
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LETTER v. 
Of Diligence and Application in Bu- 
Jmeſs. = 


SIR, 


OLOMON was certainly a friend to men of 
J buſineſs, as it appears by his frequent good ad- 
vice to them, Prov. xviii. 9. he ſays, He that is 
ſlothful in buſmeſs, is brother to him that is a great 
waſter : and in another place, The ſiug gard ſhall be 
clothed in rags, Prov. xxiii. 1. or to that purpoſe. 
On the contrary, the ſame wiſe man, by way of 
encouragement, tells them, The diligent hand maketh 
rich, Prov. x. 4. and, The diligent ſhall bear rule, 
but _ ſlothful ſhall be under tribute. 5 
| OTHING can give a greater proſpect of thriving 
$0 a young Tradeſman, chan his own diligence * = 
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fills him with hope, and gives him credit to all 
that know him ; without application nothing in this 
world goes forward as it ſhould do: let the man 
have the moſt perfect knowledge of his trade, and 
the beſt ſituation for his ſhop, yet without appli- 
cation nothing will go on. What is the ſhop 
without the maſter? what the books without the 
book-keeper, the caſh without the caſh-keeper, hat 
the credit without the man? Hark how the people 
talk of ſuch conduct as the ſlothful negligent trader 
diſcovers in his way. | 

« Such a ſhop (ſays the cuſtomer) ſtands well, 
ce and there is a good ſtock of goods in it, but 
« there is no body to ſerve, but a prentice boy or 
« two, and an 1dle journeyman ; one finds them al- 
ce ways at play together, rather than looking out for 
40 2 and when you come to Buy, t 
„look as if they did not care whether they ſhew'd 
« you any thing or no. You don't ſee à maſter in 
«f the ſhop if you go twenty times, nor any thing 
«« that bears the face of authority. Then, *ris a 
« ſhop always expos'd, tis perfectly haunted with 
« thieves and ſhop-lifters; they ſee no body but 
« raw boys in it, that mind nothing, and the dili- 
ce gent Devils never fail to haunt them; ſo that there's 
«© more out-cries of ſtop thief at their door, and more 
« conſtables ferch'd to that ſhop, than to all the ſhops 
« in the row. There was a brave trade at that ſhop in 
„ Mr.---'s time; he was a true ſhop-keeper ; like the 

quack doctor, you never miſt him from ſeven in the 
cc morning to twelve, and from two till nine at night; 
cc and he throve accordingly, he left a good eſtate be- 
«hind him; but I don't know what theſe people are, 
ec they ſay there are two partners of them, but there 
de had as good be none, for they are never at home, 
e nor in their ſhop; one wears a long whig and a 
«« ſword, I hear, and you ſee him often at the Ball 
<« and at court, but very ſeldom in his ſhop, or 
| D | e waiting 
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« waiting on his cuſtomers; and the other, th 
« ſay, lies a bed till eleven a clock every day, ju 


cc comes into the ſhop and ſhews himfelf, then ftalks 


cc about to the tavern to take a whet, then to Child's 
ce coffee-houſe to hear the news, comes home to 
« dinner at one, takes a long fleep in his chair after 
4e it, and about four a clock comes into the ſhop 
« for half an hour, or thereabouts, then to the ta- 
cc vern, where he ſtays till two in the morning, gets 


« drunk, and is led home by the watch, and fo lies 


« till eleven again; and thus he walks round like 


« the hand of a dial; and what will it all come to? 


ce they'll certain] break, that you 'may be ſure of, 
ce they can't hold it long. | 

Tuis is the town's yay of talking, where they 
ſee an example of it in the manner as is deſcrib'd; 
nor are the inferences unjuſt, any more than the de- 
ſcription is unlike, for ſuch certainly is the end of 
ſuch management, and no ſhop thus neglected ever 
made a ien rich. | | 

On the contrary, cuſtomers love to ſee the maſ- 
rer's face in the ſhop, and to goto a ſhop where they 
are ſure to find him at home; when he don't ſell, 
or cannot take the price offer'd, yer the cuſtomers 
are not diſoblig'd, and if they do not deal now, 
they may another time; if they do deal, rhe maſter 
generally gets a better price for his goods than a fer- 
"vant can, beſides which he is ſure to give better 
content, for the cuſtomers always think they buy 
cheaper of the maſter than of a journeyman. 
I ſeem to be talking now of the Mercer or Dra- 


per, as if my diſcourſe was wholly bent and directed 


to them; but it is quite contrary, for it concerns 
every Tradeſman, the advice is general, and ev 
radeſman claims a ſhare in it; the nature of trade 
requires it. *Tis an old Angliciſm, ſach a man drives 
* trade; the' alluſion is to a carter, that with his 


Voice his hands, his whip, and his conſtant atten- 
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dance, keeps the team always going, helps himſelf; 
lifes at the wheel in every ſlough, doubles his ap- 
plication upon every difficulty, and in a word, to 
 compleat the ſimily, if he is not always with his 
horſes, either the waggon 1s ſet in a hold, or the 
Team ſtands till, or, which is worſt of all, the 
loading is ſpoil'd by overthrowing it altogether. 
"Ts therefore no improper ſpeech to ſay, ſuch a 
man Drives his trade; for in ſhort, if trade is not 
driven, it will not go. | ; | 
TRraDs is like a hand-mill, it muſt always be 
turned about by the diligent hand of the maſter ; ' 
or if you will, like the pump-houſe at Amſter- 
dam, where they put offenders in for petty mat- 
ters, eſpecially beggars; if they will work and keep 
pumping, they fit well, dry and ſafe, and if the 
work very hard one hour or two, they may reſt, 
perhaps a quarter of an hour afterwards ; but if they 
over ſleep themſelves, or grow lazy, the water comes 
in upon them and wets them, and they have no 
dry place to ſtand in, much leſs to fit down in; 
and in ſhort, if they continue obſtinately idle, they 
muſt fink ; ſo that it is nothing but pump or drown, 
and they may chuſe which they like beſt. | 
Hx that engages in trade, and does not reſolve to 
work at it, is felo de ſe; tis downright murthering 
himſelf; that is to ſay, in his trading capacity, he 
murthers his credit, he murthers his ſtock, and he 
ſtarves, which is as bad as murthering his family. ; 
TRADE muſt not be enter'd into as a thing of 
light concern; it is called Buſineſs very properly, 
for it is a buſineſs for life, and ought to be followd 
as one of the great buſineſſes of life; I do not 
fay the chief, but one of the great buſineſſes of life 
it certainly is: Trade muſt, I fay, be work'd at, 
t play'd with; he that trades in jeſt, will certainly 
1 in earneſt; and this is one reaſon indeed wbh/ 
fo many tradeſmen come to ſo haſty a concluſion of 
their affairs. een eee 
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TrrRE was another old England ſaying to this 
purpoſe, which ſhews how much our old fathers 
were ſenſible of the duty of a ſhop-keeper : ſpeaks 
ing of the Tradeſman as juſt opening his ſhop, and 
beginning a dialogue with it; the reſult of which 
is, that the ſhop replies to the Tradeſman thus, Keep | 
me and I will keep thee. Tis the fame with driving 
the trade; if the ſhopkeeper will not keep, that is, di- 
ligently attend his ſhop, the hep will not keep, that is, 
maintain him: and in the other ſenſe tis harſherro him, 
if he will not drive his trade, the trade will drive him; 
that is, drive him out of the ſhop, drive him away. 
ALL theſe old ſayings have this monary ſubſtance 
in them ; namely, that they all concur to fill a young 
Tradeſman och true notions of what he is going 
about ; and that the undertaking of a trade is not a 
ſport or game, in which he is to meet with diverſions 
only, of entertainment, and not to be in the leaſt trou- 
bled or diſturb' d, trade is a daily employment, and muſt 
be follow d as ſuch, with the full attention of the mind, 
and full attendance of the perſon; nothing but what 
are to be called the neceſſary duties of life, are to 
intervene, and even thoſe are to be limited ſo, as not 
to be prejudicial to buſineſs. 8 
Axp now I am ſpeaking of the neceſſary thin 
which may intervene, and which may divide the 
time with our buſineſs or trade, I ſhall ſtare the 
manner in a few words, that the Tradeſman may 
neither give too much, or take away too much, to or 
from any reſpective part of what may be call'd his pro- 
per employment, but keep as due a balance of his 
time, as he ſhould of his books, or caſh. 

Tux life of man is or ſhould be a meaſure of 
allotted time; as his time is meaſured out to him, 
ſo the meaſure is limited, muſt end, and the end of 
it is appointed. 

THe purpoſes, for which time is given, and life 
beſtow ' d, are very momentous; no time is given 
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uſeleſs and for nothing; time is no more to be un- 
employ d, than it is to be ill employ'd. 
things are chiefly before us in the appointment of 
our time; 1. Neceſſaries of nature. 2. Duties of 
religion, or things relating to a future life. 3. Du- 
ties of the preſent life, viz. Buſineſs and Calling. 


I. NecEessSTTIES of nature, ſuch as eating and 
drinking; reſt, or ſleep ; and in caſe of diſeaſe, a re- 
ceſs from buſineſs; all which have two limitations 
on them, and no more ; namely, that they be 

I. Referr'd to their proper ſeaſons : 
- 2. Us'd with moderation. 

Born theſe might give me ſubject to write many 
letters upon, but I ſtudy brevity, and defire rather 
to hint than dwell upon things which are ſerious 
and grave, becauſe I would not tire you. 


II. Durxs of religion: theſe may be call'd ne- 
ceſſities too in their kind, and that of the ſublimeſt 
nature; and they ought not by any means to be 
thruſt out of their places, and yet they ought to 
be kept in their places too. 


III. Duriss of life, that 1s to ſay, buſineſs or 
employment, or calling, which are divided into 


three kinds ; 
1. Labour or ſervitude. 
2. Employmenr. 
3. Trade. | 
By labour, I mean the poor manualiſt, waom we 
property call the labouring man, who works for 
imſelf indeed in one reſpect, but ſometimes ſerves 
and works for wages, as a ſervant or workman. _ 
By employment I mean men in buſineſs, which 
yet is not properly call'd Trade, ſuch as lawyers, 
phyſicians, ſurgeons, ſcriveners, clerks, ſecretaries, 
g ſuch like: and Fre: 
BY 


Three 


9 


Engliſh Tradeſman. 51 


By trade I mean merchants and Inland- traders, 
ſuch as are already deſcrib'd in the introduction to 
this work. ; 

To ſpeak of time, it isdivided among theſe; even 
in them all there is a juſt equality of circumſtances 
to be preſerv'd, and as diligence is requir'd in one, 
and neceſſity to be obey'd in another, ſo duty is to 
be obſerved in the third; and yer all theſe with ſuch 
a due regard to one another, as that one dury may 
not joſtle our another; and every thing going on 
with an equality and juſt regard to the nature of 
the thing, the Tradeſman may go on with a glad 
heart and a quiet conſcience, 

Ts article is very nice, as I intend to ſpeak to 
it; and tis a dangerous thing indeed to ſpeak to, leſt 
young tradeſmen, treading on the brink of duty on 
one fide, and duty on the other fide, ſhould prerend 
to neglect their duty to heaven, on pretence that I 
ſay they muſt not neglect their ſhops: But let them 
do me juſtice, and they will do themſelves no injury; 
nor do I fear that my arguing on this poĩnt ſhould 
give them any juſt cauſe to go wrong; if they will 
go wrong, and plead my argument for their excuſe, 
it muſt be by their abuſing my directions, and taking 
them in pieces, miſplacing the words, and disjoint- 
ing the ſenſe, and by the fame method they may 
make blaſphemy of the Scriprure. 

THs duties of life, I ſay, muſt not interfere with 
one another, muſt not joſtle one another out of the 
place, or ſo break in as to be prejudicial to one ano- 
ther. It is certainly the duty of every Chriſtian to 
worſhip God, to pay his homage morning and even- 
ing to his Maker, and at all other proper ſeaſons ro 
behave as becomes a ſincere worſhiper of God; nor 
muſt any avocation, either of buſineſs or nature, 
however neceſſary, interfere with this duty, either 
In publick or in private. This is plainly aſſerting 
the neceſlity of the duty, ſo no man can pretend ro 


evade that. ! 
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Bur the duties of nature and religion alſo have 
their particular ſeaſons, and thoſe ſeaſons ſo proper 
to themſelves, and ſo ſtated, as not to break in or 
intrench upon one another, that we are really with- 
out excuſe, if we let any one be pleaded for the 
negle& of the other. Food, Sleep, Reſt, and the 
neceſſities of nature, are either reſerved for the night, 
which is appointed for man to reſt in, or take up - 
ſo little room in the day, that they can never be 
pleaded in Bar of either religion or employment. 
Hx indeed, who will ſleep when he ſhould work 
and perhaps drink when he ſhould ſleep, turns na- 
ture bottom upwards, inverts the appointment of 
providence, and muſt account to himſelf, and after- 
wards to a higher judge for the neglect. | 
Tux Devil, if it be the Devil that tempts, for 1 
would not wrong Satan himſelf, plays our duties 
often one againſt another; and to bring us, if poſ- 
ſible, into confuſion in our conduct, ſubtly throws 
religion out of its place, to put it in our way, and 
to urge us to a breach of what we ought to do: be- 
ſides this ſubtle Lempter, for as above I won't charge 
it all upon the Devil; we have a great hand in it 
ourſelves ;. but (let it be who it will) I ſay, this 
ſubtle rempter hurries the well-meaning Tradeſman, 
to act in all manner of irregularity, that he may con- 
found Religion and Buſineſs, and in the — may 
deſtroy both. ot 6 
Ui _ Waen the Tradeſman well-inclin'd riſes early in the | 
vi morning, and is mov'd, as in duty to his Maker he | 
| ought, ro pay his morning vows to him either in his 
| cloſer, or at the church, where he hears the ſix o'clock 
bell ring to call his neighbours to the ſame duty ; then 
the ſecret hint comes croſs his happy intention, that he 
muſt go to ſuch or ſuch a place, that he may be back 
time enough for ſuch other buſineſs as has been appoin- 
ted over night, and both perhaps may be both lawful 
and neceſſary ; ſo his diligence oppreſſes his _—_ 3 
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and away he runs to do his buſineſs, and neglects 
his morning ſacrifice to his Maker. 

On the other hand, and at another time, being 
in his ſhop, or his compring-houſe, or ware-houſe, 
a vaſt throng of buſineſs upon his hands, and the 
world in his head, when it is highly his duty to at- 
tend it, and will, perhaps, be to his prejudice to 
abſent himſelf ; then the ſame Deceiver preſſes him 
earneſtly to go to his cloſer, or to the church to 
Prayers, during which time his cuſtomer goes to 
another place, the neighbours miſs him in his ſhop, 
his buſineſs is loſt, his reputation ſuffers, and by 
this turn d into a practice, the man may ſay his pray» 
ers ſo long and ſo unſeaſonably till he is undone, 
and not a creditor he has (I may give it him from 
experience) will uſe him the better, or ſhew him 
the more favour when a commiſſion of bankrupt 
comes out againſt him. | 

Tnus I knew once. a zealous, pious, religious 
Tradeſman, who would almoſt ſhut up his ſhop 
every day about nine or ten o'clock to call all his 
family together to Prayers; and yet he was no pres» 
byterian I aſſure you; I ſay, he would almoſt ſhut 
up his ſhop, for he would ſuffer none of his ſer» 
vants to be abſent from his family-worſhip. 
2 man had 2 been right, — he made 

is family get up by ſix o'clock in t e morning Y 
and call'd 4 to Had before he had open'd his 
— but inſtead of that, he firſt ſuffer d ſleep to in- 
terfere with religion, and lying abed to poſt-pone and 
joſtle out his prayers, and then to make God amends 
upon himſelf, wounds his family by making his pray- 


ers interfere with his trade, and ſhut his cuſtomers out 


of his ſhop; the end of which was, the 

man deceiv'd himſelf, and loſt his baſinels, 6000 
Axornzx Tradeſman, whom I knew per 

well, was rais'd in the morning very early, by the 

outcries of his wife, to go and fetch a mid-wife; Is. 
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was neceſſary in his way to go by a churth, where 
there was always on that day of the week a morn- 
ing-ſermon early, for the ſupplying the devotion of 
ſuch early Chriſtians as he; ſo the honeſt man ſee- 
ing the door open, ſteps in, and ſeeing the miniſter 
Juſt gone up into the pulpit, fits down, joins in the 
ayers, hears the ſermon, and goes very gravely 
again; in ſhort, his earneſtneſs in the worſhip, 
and attention to what he had heard, quite put the 
errand he was ſent about out of his head: The 
r woman in travel, after having waited long 
for the return of her husband with the midwife, 
was obliged (having run an extreme hazard by de- 
ding on his expedition,) to diſpatch other meſ- 
23 who fetch'd the 1 and ſhe was 
come and the work over, before the ſermon was 
done, or that any body heard of the husband: at 
laſt he was met coming gravely home from the 
church, when being upbraided with his negligence, 
—_ 3 ſurpriſe he ſtruck his hands together, 
and cried out, How is my wife! I 5 I forgot it. 
War ſhall we 5 to — . De- 
votion, and who muſt tempt the poor man to 
this neglect ? certainly had he gone for the mid wife, 
it had been much more his duty, than to go to 
hear a ſermon at that time. 

I knew alſo another Tradeſman, who was ſuch a 
ſermon-hunter, and, as there are lectures and ſer- 
mons preach'd in London, either in the churches or 
meeting-houſes, almoſt every day in the week, us'd 
ſo aſſiduouſly to hunt our theſe occaſions, that whe- 
ther it was in a church, or meeting-houſe, or both, 
he was always abroad to hear a ſermon, at leaſt once 
every day, and ſometimes more; and the conſe- 
quence was, that the man loſt his trade, his ſhop 
was entirely neglected, the time which was pr 
for him to apply to his buſineſs was miſapply d, hi 
ade fell off, and the man Broke, | 

: | | 
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Now it is true, and I ought to take notice of it 
alſo, that tho' theſe things happen, and may wrong 
a Tradeſman, yet tis oftner ten times for once, that 
tradeſmen negle& their ſhop and buſineſs to follow 
the track of their vices and extrayagances: ſome by 
taverns, others to the garmin ROWE: others to 
balls and maſquerades, plays, harlequins, and ope- 
ra's; very few by too much religion. 

Bur my inference is ſtill ſound, and the more 
effectually ſo as to that part; for if our buſineſs 
and trades are not to be neglected, no not for the 
extraordinary excurſions of religion and religious 
duties, much leſs are they to be neglected for vices 
and extravagances. 

THis is an age of auer and gaiety, and never 
was the city tranſpos'd to the court as it is now: the 
play-houſes and balls are now fill'd with citizens 
and young tradeſmen, inſtead of gentlemen and fa- 
milies of diſtinction; the ſhop-keepers wear a dif- 
fering garb now, and are ſeen with their long wigs 
and {words, rather than with aprons on, as was for- 
merly the figure they made. | 

Bur what is the difference in the conſequences? 
you did not ſee in thoſe days acts of grace for the 
relief of inſolvent debtors almoſt every ſeſſion of 
Parliament, and yet the jails fill'd with inſolvents 
before the next year, tho' ten or twelve thouſand 
have been releas'd at a time by thoſe acts. 

Nor did you hear of ſo many Commiſſions of 
bankrupt every week in the Gazette, as is now the 
caſe; ina word, whether you take the lower ſort of 
tradeſmen, or the higher, where there was twen 
that fail'd in thoſe days, I believe I ſpeak within 
compaſs, if I ſay that fave hundred turn Inſolvent 
now ; it is, as I ſaid-above, an age of pleaſure, and 
as the wiſe man ſaid long ago, he that loves pleaſure 
ſhall be a poor man. So it is now: tis anage of drun- 
kennels and extrayagance, and thouſands ruin them- 
E 4 ele. 
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ſelves by that; tis an age of luxurious and ex 
five living, and thouſands more undo themſelves by 
that; bur among all other vices nothing ruins a 
Tradeſman fo ffeQually, as the neglect of his Buſi- 
neſs: it is true, all thoſe things prompt men to neg- 
lect their buſineſs, but the more ſeaſonable is the 
advice; either enter upon no trade, undertake no 
buſineſs, or having undertaken it, purſue it diligent- 
ly; DRivE your trade, that the word may not 
Give you out of trade, and ruinand undo you, 
Wiruovr diligence a man can never through] 
underſtand his buſineſs; and how ſhould a man 
thrive, when he does not perfectly know what he 
is doing, or how to do it? application to his trade 
reaches him how to carry it on, as much as his go- 
ing apprentice taught him how to ſet it up. Cer- 
tainly that man ſhall never improve 1n his trading 
knowledge, that does not know his buſineſs, or how 
to carry it on: the diligent Tradeſman is always the 
knowing and complete Tradeſman. 
No in order to have a man apply heartily, and 
. purſue earneſtly the buſineſs he is engag'd in, there 
is yet another thing neceſſary, namely, that he 
ſhould delight in it : to follow a trade, and not to 
love and delight in it, is a ſlavery, a bondage, not a 
buſineſs : the ſhop is a Bridewell, and the warehouſe 
a houſe of Correction to the Tradeſman, if he does 
not delight in his trade; while he is bound, as we 
 fay, to keep his ſhop, he is like the galley-ſlave 
chain'd down to the oar; he tuggs and labours in? 
deed, and exerts the utmoſt of his ſtrength for fear 
of the ſtrapado, and becauſe he is obliged to do it; 
but when £ is on ſhdre, and is out from the bank, 
he abhors the labour, and hates to come to it again. 
Jo delight in buſineſs is making buſineſs pleaſant 
and agreeable; and ſuch a Tradeſman cannot but be 
diligent in it: this according to Solomon makes him 
ny ricky oniiee him tn time, Ries him Shove 
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the world, and able to inſtruct and encourage thoſe 
who come after him. | | 
| J am, &c. 
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„ET 
Of Over-trading. 


SIR, | 
T is an obſervation indeed of my own, but I 
believe it will hold true almoſt in all the chief 
trading towns in England, that there are more tradeſ- 
men undone by having too much trade, than for 
want 6f trade. Over- trading is among tradeſmen as 
over- lifting is among ſtrong men; ſuch people vain 
of their ſtrength, and their pride prompting them 
to put it to the utmoſt trial, at laſt lift at ſomething - 
too heavy for them, over-ſtrain their ſinews, b 
ſome of Nature's bands, and are cripples ever after. 
I take Over-trading to be to a ſhop-keeper, as 
ambition is to a prince. The late king of France, 
the great King Lewis is a flagrant example, Ambition 
led him to invade the Dominions of his neighbours; 
and while he fell upon the Empire here, or the 
States General there, or the Spaniſh Netherlands on 
another quarter, he was an over-match for every 
one, and in their ſingle capacity he gain'd from them 
all : but at laſt his Pride made him think himſelf a 
match for them all together, and he enter'd into a 
declar'd war againſt the Emperor and the Empire, 
the Kings of Spain and Great Britain, and the States 
of Holland all at once: and what was the conſe- 
quence? they reduc'd him to the utmoſt Diſtreſs, he 


bet all his conqueſts, was oblig'd by a 9 
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ble peace to quit what he had got by encroachment, 
to demoliſh his Invincible towns, fuch as Pignerol, 
Dwnkirk, &c. the two ſtrongeſt fortreſſes in Europe; 
and in a word, like a bankrupt Monarch, he may 
in many caſes be ſaid to have died a beggar. 

THnvs the ſtrong man in the fable, who by main 
ſtrength us'd to rive a tree, undertaking one at 
laſt which was too ſtrong for him, it clos'd upon 
his fingers and held him till the wild beaſts came 
and devour'd him. Tho' the ſtory is a fable, the 
Moral is good to my preſent purpoſe, and is not at 
all above my ſubject; I mean that of a Tradeſman, 
who ſhould be warn'd againſt over-trading, as ear- 


neſtly, and with as much paſſion, as I would warn 


a dealer in gun-powder to be wary of fire, or a di- 
ſtiller or rectiſier of ſpirits to moderate his furnace, 
leſt the heads of his ſtill fly off, and he ſhould be 
ſcalded to death. 

Fon a young Tradeſman to Over-trade him- 
ſelf, is like a young ſwimmer going out of his depth ; 
when if help does not come immediately, tis a thou- 
{and to one but he ſinks, and is drown'd. 

. ALL raſh adventurers are condemn'd by the 
prudent part of mankind; but *tis as hard to reſtrain 
| Youth in trade, as tis in any other thing, where 

the advantage ſtands in view, and the danger our of 
ſight: the profits of trade are baits to the avaritious 
ſhop-kecper, and he is forward to reckon them u 
to himſelf; but does not perhaps caſt up the dif- 
ficulty which there may be to compaſs it, or un- 
happy conſequences of a miſcarriage. 

Fo want of this conſideration, the Tradeſman 
oftentimes drowns, as I may call it, even within his 
depth; that is, he ſinks when he has really the ſub- 
ſtance at bottom to keep him up; and this is all ow- 
ing to an adventurous bold ſpirit in trade, join'd 
with too great a guſt of gain. Avarice is the ruin 
of many people beſides tradeſmen; and I might 
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give the late Soyth-Sea calamity for an example, in 
which the longeſt heads were moſt over-reach'd, 
not ſo much by the wit or cunning of thoſe they 
had to deal with, as by the ſecret promptings of 
their own Avarice ; wherein they abundantly vert» 
fied an old proverbial ſpeech or ſaying, (viz.) Al 
covet all loſe; ſo it was there indeed, and the cun- 
ningeſt, wiſeſt, ſharpeſt men loſt the moſt mo- 
ney. | 

Tomas are two things which may be properly 
call'd over-trading, in a young beginner ; and by bot 
which tradeſmen are overthrown. 

1. TxaDinG beyond their ſtock. 
| 2. GivinG too large credit. 

A tradeſman ought to conſider and meaſure well, 
the extent of his own ſtrength ; his ſtock of money 
and credit is properly his beginning; for credit is a 
ſtock as well as money : he that takes too much 
credit is really in as much danger, as he that gives 
too much credit ; and the danger lies particularly 
in this, if the Tradeſman over-buys himſelf, that 
15, buys faſter than he can fell, buying upon credit, 
the payments perhaps come due too ſoon for him; 
the goods not being ſold, he muſt anſwer the bills 
upon the ſtrength of his proper ſtock ; that is, pa 
for them out of his own caſh : if that ſhould 5 
hold out, he is oblig'd to put off his bills after they 
are due, or ſuffer the impertinence of being dunn' d 
by the creditor, and perhaps by ſervants and appren- 
tices, and that with the uſual indecencies of ſuch kind 
of people. 

Trrs impairs his credit, and if he comes to deal 
with the ſame merchant, or clothier, or other Tradeſ- 
man again, he is treated like one that is but an in- 
different paymaſter; and tho they may give him 
credit as before, yet depending that if he bargains 


for ſix months, he will take eight or nine in the 
payment, they conſider it in the price, and uſe him 
accord- 
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' accordihgly 3 and this impairs his gain: ſo that loſs 
of credit 1s indeed loſs of money, and this weakens 
him both ways. | 
A Tradeſman therefore, eſpecially at his begin 
ning, ought to be very wary of taking roo mugh 
credit; he had much better ſlip the occaſion of buy- 
ing now and then a Bargain to his advantage, (for 
that is uſually the temptation,) than venture to buy 
a greater quantity of goods than he can pay for, by 
which he runs into debt, is inſulted, and at laſt 
ruin'd. Merchants and wholeſale dealers, ro put off 
their goods, are very apt to prompt young ſhop- 


keepers and young tradeſmen to buy great quanti- 


ties of goods, and take large credit at firſt : but tis 
a ſnare that many a young Beginner has fallen into, 
and been ruin'd in the very bud; for if the ſaid 
young Beginner does not find a vent for the quan- 
tity, he is undone, for at the time of payment the 
merchant expects his money, whether the goods are 
ſold or not; and if he cannot pay he is gone at once. 
Txt Tradeſman that buys warily, always pays 


ſurely, and every young beginner ought to buy cau- 


rioully : if he has money to pay, he need never fear 
goods to be had; the merchants warehouſes are 
always open, and they m:y ſupply themſelves up- 
on all occaſions, as they want, and as their cuſtomers 
call. 

Ix may pals for a kind of an objection here, that 
there are ſome goods which a Tradeſman may deal 
in, which are to be bought at ſuch and ſuch 
markets only, and at ſuch and ſuch fairs, that is 
to ſay, are chiefly: bought there; as the Cheeſe- 
mongers buy their ſtocks of cheeſe and of but- 
ter, the cheeſe at ſeveral fairs in Warwickſhire, as 
at Atherſton fair in particular, at Chipping Sodbury fair 
in Glouceſter ſhire, and at Stwrbriage fair near Cambridge; 
and their Butter at pſwich fair in Suffolk; and ſo of 
many other things; but the anſwer is plain, thoſe 
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things which are generally bought thus, are ready | 
money goods, and the Tradeſman has a ſure rule for 
buying, namely, his caſh : but as I am ſpeaking of 
raking credit, ſo I muſt be neceſſarily ſuppos'd to 
ſpeak of ſuch goods as are bought upon credit, as 
ths Linen-draper buys of the Hambro and Dutch 
merchants; the woollen-draper of the Blachauell- hall 
men; the haberdaſher of the Thread merchants; 
the mercer of the weavers and Italian merchants ; 
the ſilkman of the Twrkey merchants ; and the like: 
Here they are under no neceſſity of running deep in- 
to debt, but may buy ſparingly, and recruit again as 
they {ell off. | £ 
I know ſome tradeſmen are fond of ſeeing their 
ſhops well ſtock'd, and their warehouſes full of 
. this is a ſnare to them, and brings them to 
uy in more goods than they want; it is a fooliſh 
as well as a fatal error, whether it lies in their judg- 
ment or their vanity ; for except in retailers ſhops, 
and that in ſome trades where they mult have a great 
choice of goods or elſe may want a trade ; other- 
wiſe a well experienc'd Tradeſman had rather ſee his 
warehouſe too empty, than too full: if it be too 
empty, he can fill it when he pleaſes, if his credit 
be good, or his caſh ſtrong ; bur a throng'd ware- 
houſe is a ſign of the want of cuſtomers, and of a 
bad market; whereas an empty warehouſe is a ſign 
of a nimble demand. | 
LET no young Tradeſman value himſelf u 

having a "oy great throng of goods in hand ; having. 
juſt a neceſſary ſupply to produce a choice of new 
and faſhionable goods; nay, tho' he be a mercer, 
for they are the moſt under the neceſſity of a large 
ſtock of goods; but I fay, ſuppoſing even the 
mercer, to have a tolerable ſhew and choice of 
faſhionable goods, that gives his ſhop a reputation, 
he derives no credit at all from a throng of old 
Reeperry as they call them, (viz.) out-of-faſhion 
; 1 


1 things: 


things: but in other trades tis much more a need 
ſul caution; a few goods, and a quick ſale, is the 
beauty of a Tradeſman's warehouſe, or ſhop either; 
and tis his wiſdom to keep himſelf in that poſture 
that his payments may come in on his front, as faſt 
as'they go out in his rear; that he may be able to 
anſwer the demands of his Merchants or Dealers, 
| and, if poſſible, let no man come twice for his 
money. h | 
THe reaſon of this is plain, and leads me back 
to where I began ; Credit is ſtock, and if well ſup- 
ported is as good as a ſtock, and will be as dura- 
ble. A Tradeſman whoſe credit is good, untoucht, 
unſpotted, and who, as above, has maintain'd it with 
care, ſhall in many cafes buy his goods as cheap at 
three or four months time of payment, as another 
man ſhall with ready money; I fay in ſome caſes, 
and in goods which are ordinarily fold for time, as 
all our manufactures, the Bay trade excepted, generally 
are. 

H then that keeps his credit unſhaken, has a dou- 
ble ſtock; I mean, tis an addition to his real ſtock, 
and often ſuperior to it: nay, I have known ſeveral 
conſiderable tradeſmen in this city who have traded 
with great ſucceſs, and to a very conſiderable de- 
gree, and yet have not had at bottom one ſhilling 
real ſtock; but by the ſtrength of their reputation, 
being ſober and diligent, and having with care-pre- 
ferv'd the character of honeſt men, and the credit 
of their buſineſs, by cautious dealing, and punctual 
payments, they have gone on till the gain of their 
trade has effectually eſtabliſh'd them, and they have 

rais d eſtates dut of nothing. 2 

Bur to return to the dark fide, vix. over · trading 3 
the ſecond danger is the giving too much credit. 
He that takes credit may give credit, but he muſt 
de exceeding watchful ; for tis the moſt — 

” fare 
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ſtate of life that a Tradeſman can live in, he is in as 
much jeopardy as a feaman'upon a lee - ſnore. 

Tx the people he truſts fail, or fail but of a punc- 
tual compliance with him, he can never ſupport his 
own credit, unleſs by the caution I am now 4 * - 
that is, to be very ſure not to give fo much credit 
as he takes. | 7 | 

By the word ſo much, | muſt be underſtood thus, 
either he muſt fell for ſhorter time than he rakes, or 
in teſs quantity; the laft is the ſafeſt, namely, that 
he ſhould be fre not to truſt 'out, ſo much as he is 
truſted with. If he has a real ſtock indeed, beſides 
the credit he takes, that indeed makes the caſe dif- 
fer; and a man that can pay his own debts, whe- 
ther other people pay hit or no, that man is out of 
the queſtion; he is paſt danger, and cannot be hurt: 
But if he truſts beyond the extent of his ſtock and 
credit, even HE may be overthrown too. 

Trrrs were many fad examples of this in the 
time of the late war, and in the days when the Pub- 
lick credit was in a more precarious condition than 
it has been fince; I ſay, ſad examples, viz. when 
tradeſmen in flouriſhing circumſtances, and who had 
indeed good eſtates at bottom, and were in full cre- 
dit themſelves, truſted the publick with roo great 
ſums ; which not coming in at the time expected, 
either by the Deficiency of the funds given by Par- 
liament, and the Parliament themſelves not ſoon 
making good thoſe deficiencies, or by other diſaſters 
of thoſe times; I fay, their money not coming in 
to anſwer their demands, they were ruin'd ; at leaſt, 
their credir wounded, and ſome quite undone, who 
yet, had they been paid, could have paid all their 
own debts, and had good ſums of money left. 

OTHERS, who had ability to afford it, were 
oblig'd to ſell their Tallies and Orders at 40 or 50 
per cent. loſs waFrom whence proceeded that Black 
trade of buying and ſelling navy and victualling _ 
4 = 
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- own ſtock out to intereſt, or buy nd with it, for 
he would have no occaſion for Oe of 


and tranſport debts, by which the brokers and uſu- 
rers got eſtates, and many thouſand of tradeſmen 
were brought to nothing; even thoſe that ſtood it, 
loſt great ſums of money by ſelling their Tallies : 
but credit cannot be bought too dear; and the 
throwing away one half to fave the other, was much 


better than ſinking under the burthen ; like a failor 
min a ſtorm, who to lighten the ſhip wallowing in 
the trough of the ſea, will throw the choiceſt goods 


over-board, even to half the cargo, in order to keep 


- the ſhip above water, and ſave their lives. 


THEesE were terrible examples of over-trading in- 
deed; the men were tempted by the high price 
which the government gave for their goods; and 
which they were oblig'd ro give, becauſe of the 
badneſs of the publick credit at that time: But this 
was not ſufficient to make good the loſs ſuſtain'd in 
the fale of the Tallies, fo - ith even they that ſold, 
and were able to ſtand without ruin, were yet great 
ſufferers, were deeply wounded, and had enough to 


do to keep up their credit. 


Tuts was the effect of giving over much credit; 
for tho it was the Government it ſelf which they 


truſted, yet neither could the Government itſelf 


keep up the ſinking cxedit of thoſe whom it was in- 
debted ro; and indeed, how ſhould it, when it was 
not able to ſupport its own credit ? But that by 
the way. I return to the young Tradeſman, whom 
we are now ſpeaking about. | 

IT is his greateſt prudence therefore, after he has 


conſider d his own fund, and the ſtock he has to 
reſt upon; I ſay, his next buſineſs is to take care 


of his credit, and next to limiting his buying liber- 
ty, let him be ſure to limit his ſelling ; could the 
tradeſman buy all upon credit, and fell all for 


ready money, he might turn uſurer, and put his 


it 


hilling 


Te 
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But ſince that is not expected, nor can be done, ir 
is his buſineſs to act with prudence in both parts, I 
mean, of taking and giving Credit ; and the beſt rule 
to be given him for it is, never to give ſo much cre- 
dit as he takes, by at leaſt one third part. 

By giving credit I do not mean, that even all 
the goods which he buys upon credit may not be 
ſold upon credit; perhaps they are which are 
uſually ſold fo, and no otherwiſe : but the alterna- 
tive is before him thus; either he muſt not give ſo 
much credit in quantity of goods, or not fo long 
credit in relation to time: for example, 

Svrposz the Hane tradeſman buys ten thouſand 
pounds value of goods on credit, and this Ten 
thouſand pounds are ſold for Eleven thouſand pounds 
likewiſe on credit; if the time given be the ſ- 
the man is in a ſtate of apparent deſtruQtion, and 
tis a hundred to one but he is blown up ; perhaps 
he owes the ten thouſand pound to twenty men, 

rhaps the eleven thouſand pound is owing to him 
E two hundred men: it is ſcarce poſhble that theſe 
two hundred petty cuſtomers of his, ſhould all fo 

unRually comply with their payments, as to ena- 
ble him to comply with his; and if two or three 
thouſand pounds fall ſhort, the poor tradeſman, un- 
by he has a fund to ſupport the deficiency, muſt be 
Undone. | 

Bur if the man had bought Ten thouſand 
at ſix or eight months credit, and had fold all 
again as above to his two hundred cuſtomers, at three 
months and four months credit, then it might be 
ſuppoſed all, or the greateſt part of them, would 
have paid time enough to make his payments good; 
if not, all would be ſt ſtill. | 

Bur on the other hand, ſuppoſe he had ſold but 
three thoufand worth of the ten for ready 
money, and had fold the reſt for fix months credit; 
r 
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in caſh, and what elſe the two hundred debtors 
might pay in time, might ſtop the mouths of the 
Tradeſman's creditors, till the difference might be 

So eaſy a thing is it for a Tradeſman to loſe his 
credit in trade, and ſo hard is it once upon ſuch a 


blow to retrieve it again: what need then is there 


for the Tradeſman to guard himſelf againſt running 
too far into debt, or letting other people run too 


- far into debt to him; for if they do not pay him, 


he cannot pay others, and the next thing is a Com- 
miſſion of Bankrupt, and ſo the tradeſman may be 


undone, tho he has eleven thouſand pound to pay 


ten with. 


Ir is true, it is not poſſible in a country where 
there is fuch an infinite extent of trade as we ſee 
manag'd in this kingdom, that either on one hand 
or another it can be carried on, without a recipro- 
cal credit both taken and given; but it is ſo nice an 


article, that I am of opinion, as many tradeſmen 
break with giving too much credit, as break with 


taking it. The danger indeed is mutual, and very 
preat : Whatever then the young Tradeſman omits, 

t him guard againſt both his giving and taking too 
much credit. | | 

Bor there are divers ways of Over-trading, be- 
fides this of taking and giving too much credit; 
and one of theſe is the running into Projects and 
heavy Undertakings, either out of the common 
road which the Tradeſman is already engaged in, or 
graſping at too many undertakings at once, and 

ving, as it is vulgarly expreſs'd, too many irons 

in the fire at a time; in both which caſes the 
Tradeſman is often wounded, and that deeply, ſome- 
times too deep to recover. 

Tux conſequences of thoſe: adventures are gene- 
rally ſuch as theſe; firſt, that they Stock-ſtarve the 


neſs, 
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ſineſs, which is the main ſupport of his family; 
they lefſen his ſtrength, and while his trade is not 
leſſen'd, yet his ſtock is leſſen d; and as they very 
rarely add to his credit, ſo if they leſſen the man's 
ſtock, they weaken him in the main, and he mult at 
laſt faint under it. | | 

SECONDLY, as they leſſen his ſtock, ſo they 
draw from it in the moſt ſenſible parr; they wound 
him in the tendereſt and moſt nervous part; for th 
always draw away his ready money : and what fol- 
lows? The money, which was before the ſinews of 
his buſineſs, the life of his trade, maintain'd his 
ſhop, and kept up his credit in the full extent of it, 
being drawn off, like the blood let out of the veins, 
his trade languiſhes, his credit by degrees flags and 
goes off, and the Tradeſman falls under the weight. 

Tuus have I ſeen many a flouriſhing Tradeſman 
ſenſibly decay; his Credit has farſt a little ſuffer'd, 
then for want of that credit trade has declin'd ; 
that is to ſay, he has been obliged to trade for leſs 
and leſs, till at laſt he is waſted and reduc'd : if he 
had been wiſe enough and wary enough to draw our 
_berimes, and avoid breaking, he has yer come out of 
trade, like an old invalid ſoldier out of the wars, 
maim'd, bruis'd, ſick, reduc'd, and fitter for an hoſpi- 
tal than a ſhop; ſuch miſerable havock has launching 
out into projects and remote undertakings made a- 
mong tradeſmen. 

Bur the ſafe Tradeſman is he, that avoiding all 
ſuch remote excurſions, keeps cloſe within the verge 
of his own affairs; minds his ſhop or warehouſe, 
and confining himſelf to what belongs to him there, 
-X goes on in the road of his buſineſs without launching 
into unknown Oceans; and content with the gain of 
huis own trade, is neither led by ambition, or ava- 
nice; and neither covets to be greater or richer by 
e ſuch uncertain and hazardous attempts. 
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Of the Tradeſman in diſtreſs, and | 
becoming Bankrupr. 1 
SIR, f | — 
N former times it was a diſmal and calamitous 
A thing for a Tradeſman to Break: where it betell 
2 family, it put all into confuſion and diſtraction ; 
the man in the utmoſt terror, fright, and diſtreſs, 
Tan away with what goods he could get off, as if 
the houſe was on fire, to get into the Fryers, or the 
Mint; the family fled one one way, and one ano- 
ther, like people in deſperation ; the wife to her 
father and mother, if ſbe had am, and the children 
ſome to one relation, ſome to another; a Statute (ſo 
they vulgarly call a Commiſſion of Bankrupt) came 
and ſwept away all, and oftentimes conſum'd it too, 
and left little or nothing, either to pay the Creditors, 
or relieve the Bankrupt. This made the Bankrupt 
- deſperate, and made him fly to thofe places of ſhel- 
ter with his goods, where, harden'd by the cruelty 
of the creditors, he choſe to ſpend all the effects 
which ſhould have paid the creditors, and ar laſt pe- 
riſh'd in miſery. | 
Bur now the caſe is alter d: men make fo little 
of breaking, that many times the family ſcarce re- 
moves for it; a Commiſſion of Bankrupt is fo fa- 
miliar a thing, that the debtor oftentimes cauſes it 
to be taken out in his favour, that he may the 
ſooner be effectually deliver'd from all his credicors FRF 
at once, the law obliging him to give a full account 
of himſelf upon oath to the commiſſioners, who, 
when they ſee his integrity, may effeRually 1 2 1 
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him from all farther moleſtation, give him a part even 
of the creditor's eſtate, and ſo he may puſh into the 
world again, and try whether he cannor retrieve his 
forrunes by a better management, or with better ſuc- 
ceſs for the furure. © __—. ow 
Son have ſaid, this law is too favourable to the 
bankrupt ; that it makes tradeſmen careleſs, that they 
value not breaking at all, but run on at all hazards, 


- venturing without forecaſt and without conſiderati- 


on, knowing they may come off again ſo cheap and 
ſo eaſy, if they miſcarry : but though [ cannot en- 
ter here into a long debate upon that ſubject, yet I 
may have room to ſay, that I differ from thoſe peo- 
ple very much; for though the terror of the com- 
miſſion is in ſome meaſure abated, as indeed it ought 
to be, becauſe it was before exorbitant and unrea- 
ſonable ; yet the terror of ruining a man's family, 
ſinking his fortunes, blaſting his credit, and throw- 
ing him out of buſineſs, and into the worſt of diſ- 
grace that a tradeſman can fall into, this is not taken 
away, or abated at all; and this to an honeſt tra- 
er is as bad as all the reſt ever was or could 
Nor can a man be ſuppos'd in the rupture of 


his affairs, to receive any comfort, or to ſee thro? 


his diſaſters into the little relief which he may, and 
at the ſame time cannot be ſure he ſhall, receive at the 


end of his troubles, from the mercy of the Com- 


i 


Tusk are poor things and very trifling, for a 
Tradeſman to entertain thoughts of a breach from, 


eſpecially with any proſpect of ſatis faction; nor can 


any Tradeſman with the leaſt ſhadow of principle 


3 entertain any thought of breaking, but with the ut- 


moſt averſion, and even abhorrence ; for the circum- 


ſtances of it are attended with ſo many mortificari- 
ons, and ſo many ſhocking things, contrary to all 


the views and expectations that a Tradeſman can I 
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gin the world with, that he cannot think of it, but 
as we do of the grave, with a chilneſs upon the 
blood, and a Tremor in the ſpirits. Breaking is the 
death of a Tradeſman ; he is mortally ſtabb'd, or, 
as we may fay, ſhot thro' the head in his trading 
capacity; his ſhop is ſhut up, as it is when a man 
is buried; his credit, the life and blood of his trade, 
is ſtagnated; and his attendance, which was the 
pulſe of his buſineſs, is ſtopt, and beats no' more ; 
in a word, his fame, and even name as to trade, is 
buried, and the commiſſioners, that act upon him, 
and all their proceedings, are but like the executors 
of the defunct, dividing the ruins of his fortune, 
and at laſt, his certificate is a kind of performing the 
obſequies for the dead, and praying him out of pur- 
gatory. 

Dip ever Tradeſman ſet up on purpoſe to break? 
Did ever a man build himſelf a houſe on purpoſe 
to have it burnt down? I can by no means grant 
that any Tradeſman, ar leaſt in his ſenſes, can en- 
tertain the leaſt ſatisfaction in his trading, or abate 
any thing of his diligence in trade, from the eaſi- 
neſs of breaking, or the abated ſeverities of the Bank- 
rupt act. 

a 1 cou'd argue it from the nature of the act it ſelf, 
which indeed was made, and is effectual, chiefly for 
the relief of Creditors, not Debtors; to ſecure the 
bankrupt's effects for the uſe of thoſe to whom it 
of right belongs, and to prevent the extravagant ex- 
pences of the commiſſion, which before was ſuch 
as often devour'd all, ruining both the Bankrupt 
and his Creditors too. This the preſent law has 
providently put a ſtop too, and the creditors now, 
are ſecure in this point, that what is to be had, 
what the poor Tradeſman has left, they are ſure to 
have preſerv'd for, and divided among them, which 
| Indeed before they were not: The caſe is fo well 
known, and fo recent in every Tradeſman's memo- 
; = 
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ry, that I need not take up any more of your time 
about it. | 

As to the encouragements in the act for the 
Bankrupt, they are only theſe, namely, that upon 
his honeſt and faithful ſurrender of his affairs, he 
ſhall be ſer at liberty; and if they ſee cauſe, they, 
the creditors, may give him back a ſmall gratifica- 
tion for his diſcovering his effects, and aſſiſting to 
the recovery of them; and all this, which amounts 
to very little, is upon his being, as I have ſaid, en- 
tirely honeſt, and having run thro! all poſſible exa- 
minations and purgations, and that it is at the peril 
of his life if he prevaricates. . 
Ax theſe encouragements to tradeſmen to be neg- 
ligent and careleſs of the event of things? Will any 
man in his wits fail in his trade, break his credit, 
and ſhut up his ſhop for theſe proſpects ? Or will 
he comfort himſelf in caſe he is forced to fail, I 
ſay, will he comfort himſelf with theſe little bene- 
fits, and make the matter eaſy to himſelf on that 
account? He muſt have a very mean ſpirit that can 
do this, and muſt act upon very mean principles in 
life, who can fall with ſatisfaction, on purpoſe to 
riſe no higher than this; 'tis like a man going to 
bed on purpoſe to riſe naked, pleaſing himſelf iwith 
the thoughts thar tho* he ſhall have no cloaths ro 

ut on, yet he ſhall have the liberty to get our of 

d and ſhift for himſelf. | 

ON theſe accounts, and ſome others, too long to 
mention here, I think tis out of doubt that the 
eaſineſs of the proceedings on commiſſions of Bank- 
rupt, can be no encouragement to any Tradeſman 
to Break, or ſo much as to entertain the thoughts 
of it, with leſs horror and averſion than he would 
have done before this law was made. | 
Bor I muſt come now to ſpeak of the Tradeſ- 
man in his real ſtate of mortification, and under the 
inevitable neceſſity of a blow upon his Affairs: = 
Rs + wm 
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has had loſſes in his buſineſs, ſuch as are too heavy 
for his flock to ſu ; he has perhaps launch'd 
out in trade beyond his reach; either he has ſo 
many bad debts that he cannot find by his books 
he has enough left to pay his creditors; or his debts 
lie out of his reach, and he can't get them in, 
hich in one re is as bad; he has more bills 
ing againſt him than he knows how to pay; 
and creditors dunning him who it is hard for him 
— ad with; and this by degrees ſinks his 
It, | 
Now could the poor unhappy Tradeſman take 
pood advice, now would be his rime to prevent his 
utter ruin, and let his caſe be better or worſe, his 
way is clear. Face V | 
Ix it be only that he has over-ſhot himſelf in 
trade, taken roo much credit, and is loaded with 
food or given too much credit, and cannot ger 
is debts in 5 but that upon caſting up his Books, 
he finds his circumſtances good at bottom, tho' his 
credit has ſuffer d by his effects being out of his 
hands; let him endeavour to retrench, let him check 
his carrier in trade; immediately take ſome extraor 
dinary meafures to get in his debts, or ſome extra» 
ordinary meaſures, if he can, to raiſe money in the 
mean time, till thoſe debts come in, that he may AX 
Nop the crowd of preſent demands; if this will not 
do, let him treat with ſome of his principal credi- 3 
tors, ſhewing them a true and faithful ſtate of his 
affairs, and giving them the beſt aſſurances he can 
of payment, that they may be eaſy with him 
till he can get in his debts; and then with 
the utmoſt care draw in his trade within the due 
compaſs of his ſtock, and be ſure never to run out 
again farther than he is able to anſwer, let the pro- 
ſpect of advantage be what it will; by this method 
he recover his credit again; at leaſt he 


2 _may prevent his other wiſe inevitable ruin: But this 
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is always ſu the man has a firm Bottom, that 
he nr dee and that his ſtock is atleaſt 
ſufficient -to pay all his debts. 
Bur the difficulty which I am propoſing to ſpeak 
of, is when the poor tradeſman, diſtreſs d as above 
in point of credit, looking into his affairs, finds 
the melancholy truth there too plain to be conceal'd: 
finds that his ſtock is really diminiſhed, or perhaps 
entirely ſunk ; that in ſhort he has ſuch loſſes, and 
ſuch diſappointments in his buſineſs, that he is not 
ſound at bottom; that he has run too far, and that 
his own ſtock being waſted or ſunk, he has not 
really ſufficient to pay his debts; what is this man's 
buſineſs? and what courſe ſhall he take? | 
I know the ordinary courſe with ſuch tradeſmen 
is this; it is true, ſays the poor man, I am runni 
down, and I have loſt ſo much in ſuch a place, 
ſo much by ſuch a chapman that broke, and in ſhort, 
Jo much that I am worſe than nothing; but come, 
TI have ſuch a thing before me, or I have underta- 
ken ſuch a project, or I have ſuch an adventure 
abroad, if it ſucceeds I may recover again; I'll try 
my utmoſt; T'll never drown while I can ſwim; 
I'll never fall while I can ſtand ; who knows but I 
may ger over it at laſt? In a word, the poor man 
is loth to come to the fatal day; loth to have his 
name in word ar and ſee his wife and family 
turn'd out of doors, and the like ; who 
him? or who is not, in the like caſe, apt to take 
the like meaſures? for tis natural to us all to put 
the evil day far from us; at leaſt, to put it as far 
off as we can: tho' the criminal believes he ſhall 
be executed at laſt, yet he accepts of every reprieve, 
as it puts him within the poſſibility of an eſcape, 
and that as as there is life there is hope; but 


at laſt, the warrant comes down, then he ſees 


death unavoidable, and gives himſelf up to deſpair. 


INDEED 
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- InDEED the malefaRor is in the right to accept, 
as I ſay, of every Reprieve ; but it is quite other- 
wiſe in the Tradeſman's caſe ; and if I may give 
him a rule, ſafe, and in its end comfortable, in pro- 
portion to his circumſtances, but to be ſure, out of 
queſtion juſt, honeſt and prudent, it is this : 
Wx heperceives his caſe as above, and knows 
that if his new adventures or projects ſhould fail, he 
cannot by any means ſtand or ſupport himſelf, I not 
only give it as my advice to all tradeſmen, as their 
intereſt, but inſiſt upon it, as they are honeſt men, 
they ſhall break; that is, ſtop in time; Fear not to 
do that which neceſſity obliges you to do; but 
above all, fear not to do that Early; which if omit- 
ted, neceſſity will oblige you to do Late. 

FirsT, let me argue upon the honeſty of it, and 
next upon the prudence of it. Certainly Honeſty 
obliges every man, when he ſees, that his ſtock 1s 
gone, that he is below the level, and eating into 
the eſtates of other men, to put a ſtop to it in time, 
while ſomething is left. It has been a fault, without 
doubt, to break in upon other mens eſtates at all; 
but perhaps a plea may be made for this, (viz. 
that it was ignorantly done, and they did not think 
they were run ſo far, as to be worſe than nothing; 
or ſome ſudden diſaſter may have occaſion'd it, which 
they did not expect, and it may be cou'd not fore- 
ſee, an therefore this may be call'd an excuſe ; both 
which may indeed happen to a Tradeſman, but I 
muſt add that rhe former can hardly happen without 
his fault, becauſe he ought to be always acquaint- 
ing himſelf with his Books, ſtating his expences and 
his profits, and caſting things up frequently, at 
leaſt in his head, ſo as always to know whether he 
goes backward or forward. The latter indeed, name- 
ly, ſudden Diſaſter, may happen ſo to any tradeſ- 
man as that he may be undone, and it may not be 
his fault; for ruin ſometimes falls as ſuddenly as 
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uhavoidably upon a tradeſman, tho* there are but 
very few incidents of that kind, which may not 
be accounted for in ſuch a manner as to charge it 
upon his Prudence. 3 
Sous caſes may indeed happen, ſome diſaſters 
may befall a Tradeſman, which it was not poſſible 
he ſhould foreſee; FIRE, Floods of water, Thieves, 
and many ſuch ; in thoſe caſes the diſaſter is viſible, 
the plea is open, every body allows it, the man can 
have no blame. A prodigious tide from the ſea, 
join'd with a great freſh or flood in the river Dee, 
deſtroy'd the wharf below the Roodes at Weſt Cheſter, 
.threw down the merchants warehouſes there, and 
drove away not only all the goods, but even the 
buildings and all together, into the ſea; Now, if 
a poor ſhop-keeper in Cheſter had a large parcel of 
goods lying there, perhaps newly landed 1n order 
to be brought up to the city, but were all ſwept 
away, if, I ſay, the poor Tradeſman was ruin'd by 
the loſs of thoſe goods on that occaſion, the cre- 
ditors would ſee reaſon in it that they ſhould every 
one take a ſhare in the loſs; the tradeſman was not 
to blame. | | | 
be WER in the diſtreſs of the late fire which 
in Thames-ſtreet, near Bear-key, a er might 
have had a quantity of $ LS — 
abouts, or his ſhop might be there, and the 
perhaps ſugars, or currants, or tobacco, or any heavy 
goods in his way, cou'd not be eaſily or in time 
remov'd; this Fire was a ſurprize, it was a blaſt 
of Powder, it was at noon-day, when no perſon 
cou'd foreſee it; the man may have been undone 
and be in no fault himſelf, one way or other; no 
man can reaſonably ſay to him, why did you keep 
ſo many goods upon your hands, or in ſuch a place? 
for it was his proper buſineſs both ro have a ſtock 
of goods, and to have them in ſuch a place; 3 | 
5 
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was in the right poſition, and in the order 

_ which the nature of his trade requir d. BY 

On the other hand, if ic was the breaking ofa 
cular chapman, or an adventurer b fe, the 


creditors would perhaps reflect on his prudence, why 
ſhould any man truſt a ſingle chapman ſo much, or 


adventure ſo much in one ſingle bottom, and unin= 


ſur d, as that the loſs of it would be his undoing ? 
But there are ſeveral other caſes which may haps 
pen to a Tradeſman; and by which he may be at 
once reduc'd below his proper ſtock, and have no- 
thing left to trade on but his credit, that is to fay, 
the eſtates of his creditors; and In which I queſtion 
whether it can be honeſt for any ſuch man to con- 
tinue trading ; for firſt, to 2 is making, his cre» 
ditors run an unjuſt hazard without their — ; 
indeed, if he diſcovers his condition to one or two 
” _ who are men * 1 ſtocks, and By 
upport him, ving him leave to others 
off, and go Sa ff ih. riſques, that — 2 5 caſe; 
or if he has a —4 money trade, that will — 
ly raiſe him aga and fo runs no more 
but is ſure he ſhall at — run out no farther; in 
theſe two caſes (and I do not know another) he 
may with honeſty continue. 

On the contrary, when he ſees himſelf evident- 
ly running out, and declinin 2 and has only a ſhift 
here, 2 ſhift there, to lay hold on, as Gn king 
men generally do; and hy, that unleſs ſomethng 
— — which perhaps alſo is not 
profitable, he fall; for ſuch a man to go on, 
and trade in the ordinary way, notwithſtanding loſ- 
ſes, and hazards, in ſuch a caſe I affirm he cannot 
at the honeſt man, he cannot go on with juſtice 
to his creditors or his family ; he ought to call his 
creditors together, lay his circumſtances honeſtly 
before them, and pay as far as it will go; if his 

8 


* 
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cteditors will do any thing generouſly for him, to 
enable him to wr again, well = but he 
cannot honeſtly oblige them to run the riſque of 
his unfortunate progreſs, and to venture their eſtates 
on his bottom, after his bottom is really nothing 
at all but their money. W | 
Bur I paſs from the honeſty to the prudence of 
it; from what regards his creditors, to what regards 
himſelf ; and I affirm, that nothing can be more im- 

rudent and impolitick, as it regards himſelf and 
is family, than to go on after he ſees his circum- 
ſtances irrecoverable. If he has any conſideration 
for himſelf, or his future happineſs, he will ſtop in 
time, and not be afraid of meeting the miſchief 
which he ſees follows too faſt for him to eſcape: 
be not ſo afraid of breaking, as not to break till ne- 
cellity forces you, and that you have nothing left; 
in a word, I ſpeak it to 2 Tradeſman. 
if you love yourſelf, your family, or your reputa- 
tion, and would ever hope to look the world in the 
face again, break, in time. | 3 
By breaking in time you will firſt obtain the cha- 
rater of an Honeſt, tho unfortunate man; tis 
owing to the contrary courſe, which is indeed the 
ordinary practice of tradeſmen, namely, not to break 
till they run the bottom quite out, and have little 
or nothing left to pay; I ſay, tis owing to this, 
that ſome people think all men that Break are knaves z 
the cenſure tis true is unjuſt; but the cauſe is ow- 
ing to the indiſcretion, to call it no worſe, of the 
poor tradeſmen, who putting the miſchief as far 
from them as they can, trade on to the laſt gaſp; 
till a chrong of creditors coming on them together. 
or being arreſted, and not able to get bail, or by 
ſome ſuch publick blow to their credit, they are 
brought to a ſtop or breach by meer conſtraint ; like 
a man "ghting to the laſt gaſp who is knock'd down 
unawares, and laid on the ground, and then 9 
ce 
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ſiſtance is at an end; indeed a tradeſman puſhing on 
under irrefiſtible misfortunes is but fighting with 
the world to the laſt drop, and with ſuch unequal 
odds, that like the ſoldier ſurrounded with enemies, 


he muſt be kill'd; fo the debtor muſt fink, it can- 


not be prevented. 

Ir is true alfo, the man that thus ſtruggles to the 
hſt, brings upon himſelf an univerſal reproach, and 
a cenſure, that is not only 
which is worſe; but when a man Breaks in time, 
he may hold up his face to his creditors, and tell 
them, that he could have gone on a conſiderable 
while longer, but that he ſhould have had leſs left 
to pay them with, and that he has choſen to ſtop 
while he may be able to give them ſo conſiderable 
a ſum, as may convince them of this integrity. 

Wos have a great clamour among us of the cruel- 
ty of creditors; it is indeed very papain, goes a 
great way with ſome people; but let them tell us 
whenever creditors were cruel, where the debtor 
came thus to them with 15 s. in the pound in his 
offer; perhaps when the debtor has run to the ut- 
moſt, and there appears to be little or nothing left, 
he has been us'd roughly, and tis enough to pro- 
voke a creditor indeed to be offer d a —_ or half 
a-crown in the pound for a large debt, when had 
the debtor been honeſt, and Broke in time, he might 
have receiv'd perhaps two thirds of the debt, and 
the debtor been in better condition too. 

Brax then in time, young Tradeſman ! if you 
ſee you are going down, and that the hazard of go- 
ing on is doubtful, I ſay, Break. in time, you will 
certainly be receiv'd by your creditors with compaſ- 
hon, and with a generous treatment; and whe - 
ever happens, you will be able to begin the world 
again with the title of an honeſt man; even the fame 
creditors will embark with you again, and be more 
forward to give you credit than before. | 


— —— — 2 
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unavoidable, but juſt, 
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Ir is true, moſt tradeſmen that Break, merit the 
name of knave or diſhoneſt man, but tis not ſo 
with every one; the reaſon of the difference lies 
chiefly in the manner of their Breaking, viz. whe- 
ther ſooner or later: It is poſſible, he may be an 
honeſt man who cannot, but he can never be honeſt 
that can, and will not pay his debts. Now he, that 
finds himſelf declining, but that he is, if he breaks, 
able to pay fifteen ſhillings in the pound, will, ſtrug- 
le on yet, till he ſees he ſhall not be able to pay 
alf a crown in the pound, this man was able to 
pay, but would not ; and therefore, as above, can- 
not be an honeſt man. | | 

In the next place, what ſhall we fay to the 

ace and ſatisfaction of mind, in Breaking, which 
the Tradeſman will always have when he acts the 
honeſt part, Breaks betimes; compared to that guilt 
and chagrin of the mind, occaſioned by a running 
on, as I faid, to the laſt gaſp, when they have lit- 
tle to pay ? Indeed as the Tradeſman can expect 
no quarter from his creditors ſo he will have no quiet 
in himfelf. 

I might inſtance here the miſerable, anxious, per- 

lexed life, which the poor Tradeſman lives under 

fore he Breaks; the diſtreſſes and extremities of 
his declining ſtate ; how haraſs d and tormented for 
money; what ſhifts he is driven to for ſupporti 
himſelf; how many little, mean, and even wick 
things will even the moſt religious tradeſman ſt 
to in his diſtreſs, to deliver himſelf? even fuch 
things, as his very ſoul would abhor at another time; 
and for which he goes, perhaps with a wounded 
conſcience all his life after? 

By giving up early, all this, which is the moſt 
dreadful part of all the reſt, would be prevented. 
I have heard many an honeſt unfortunate man con- 
feſs this; and repent, even with tears, that they 
had not leam d to deſpair in trade ſome years _ 

Th 1 N . * 
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than they did; by which they had avoided falling 
into many foul oth actions, which they after- 
wards had been driven 1 8 the extremity of their 


Ia, c. 


Eren Nin. 


of the ordinary Occaſions of the Ruin 
op ryan 


SIR, 


HEN TI have, as in my laſt, given advice to 
tradeſmen, on their falling into difficulties, 
and find they are run behind-hand, to Break in time, 
before they run on too far, and thereby prevent the 
conſequences of a fatal running on to extremit „tis 
but juſt I ſhould give them ſome needful dir ions, 
to wa if poſſible, Breaking at all. ; 
Isx order to this, I will Def ly enquire what are 
ordinarily the original cauſes of a Tradeſman's ruin 
in buſineſs: to 2 tis negligence, when 1 have 4. 
reach preſs d to a cloſ ren and diligence; that 
tis launching 5 ng at more buſineſs 

than their ſtock, or perhaps 22 

able to manage, —— 1 — already 


underſtandings are 
ſpoken 57 the Rp 


fatal conſequences of Over- trading; to ſay tis truſt- 
ing (careleſly) people unable to pay, and running 
too raſhly into debt, When I have already ſpoken | 


of raking and giving too much credit; this would 4 
all be bur ſaying the ſame thing over again; and I 
am too full o ä in this important ca 
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to have any need of tautologies and | 
there are a great many other ways by which tradeſ- 
men precipitate themſelves into ruin, beſides thoſez 
and ſome that need explaining and enlarging upon. 
1. SOME) eſpecially retailers, ruin themſelves hy 
fixing their ſhops in ſuch places as are improper for 
their buſineſs. In moſt towns, but particularly in 
the. City of London, there are places as it were ; 
propriated to. particular trades, and where the tra 
which are plac'd there ſucceed very well, but would 
do very ill any where elſe, or any other trades in the 


t 


ſame. places; as the Orange - merchants and Wet. 


ſalters about - Billinpsgate, and in Thames-ſtreet ; the 


Coſtermongers at the Three Cranes; the wholeſal 


Cheeſemongers in Thamesaſtreet; the Mercers an 

Drapers in the high ſtreets, ſuch as Cheap/ide, Lud- 
gate: ſtreet, Cornhill, Round: court, and Gracechurch- 
ſtreet, &c. 4 A 40; ants . tt 
PRAVY What would a Bookſeller make of his buſi- 
neſs at Billingsgate, or a mercer in Tower-ſtreet, + or 
near the - Cuſtom-houſe,; or a draper in Thames ſtrect, 
or about Queen-bithe * Many trades have their pecu- 


liar ſtreets, and proper places for the ſale of their 


goods, where people expect to find ſuch ſhops; and 
conſequently, when they want ſuch goods, they go 
thither- for them; as the bookſellers: in Sr. Paul's 
church- yard, about the Exchange, the Temple, and 
the Strand, &c. the mercers on both ſides Ludgate, 
in Round court, Gracechurch and Lombard: ſtreets; the 
Shoemakers in St. Martins le grand, and Shoemalęr- 


rom; the Coachmers in Longacre, Queen- ſtreet, and 


4 Biſhopſgate ; Butchers in Eaſtcheap, and ſuch like. 
3 Fork a Tradeſman to open his ſhop in a place un- 
to, or in a place where his trade is not 


le, aud where tis not expected, tis no wons 


der if he has no buſineſs. What retale trade would 
a milliner have an 
Fiſafreet-bill;. or a_toy-man about Queen-birhe ? 


the fiſumongers ſhops on 
G a 
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When a ſhop is ill choſen, the Tradeſman ſtarves; 
he is out of the way, and buſineſs will not follow 
him that runs away from it: ſuppoſe a ſhip-chand. 
ler ſhould: ſet up in Holbowrn, or a block-maker in 
Whitecroſs-ſtreet, an anchor-ſmith ar Moorgate, or a 
coach-maker in Reariff, and the like? 
Ir 1s true, we have ſeen à kind of fate atten 
the very ſtreets and rows where ſuch trades have 
been gather d together; and a ſtreet famous for this 
or that particular trade ſome years ago, ſhall, in a 
few years after, be quite forſaken 5 as Pater-noſter- 
row 2 mercers, St. Paul's church- yard for woollen- 
drapers, both the Eaſt-cheaps for butchers; now we 
ſee hardly any of thoſe trades left in thoſe places. 
I mention 1t for this _ and this _ it to 
| urpoſe in an extraordinary manner, that when- 
ety incipal — of any trade remove 
from ſuch a ſtreet, or ſettled place where that par- 
ticular trade uſed to be, the reſt ſoon follow ; know- 
ing, that if the fame of the trade is not there, the 
cuſtomers will not reſort thither, and that a Tradeſ- 
man's buſineſs is to follow wherever the trade leads. 
For a mercer to ſet up now in Pater noſter-· rom, or 
a woollen-draper in Sr. Paul's church- yard; the one 
among the ſeamſtreſſes, and the other among the chair- 
makers; it would be the ſame thing as for a country 
ſhop-keeper in a town not to ſet up in or near the 
market- place. YI O11) ty! ur: 
Tn x place therefore is to be prudently choſen 
by the Retailer, when he firſt begins his trade, that 
he may put himſelf in the way of buſineſs ; and then, 
with God's bleſſing, and his own care, he may ex- 
_ pet his ſhare of trade with his neighbours. © 


not ſo much crouded with a large bulk of goods, 
as with a well-ſorted, and well-choſen quantity pro- 
per for his buſineſs, and to give credit to his be- 


Sinning 3 in order to this, his buying part requires 


— 
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2. Hz mult take an eſpecial care to have his ſhop : H 


Engliſh Tradeſman. 83 
not only a good judgment in the wares he is to 
deal in, but a perfect government of that judgment 


by his underſtanding to ſuit and ſort his quantities 


and proportions as well to his ſhop, as to the par- 
ticular place where his ſhop is ſituate; for exam 
a particular trade is not only proper for ſuch or 


| ſucha part of the town, but a a ſortment 
u 


of goods, even in the ſame way, ſuits one part of the 
town, or one town and not another; as he that ſets 
up in the Strand. or near the Exchange, is likely to 
ſell more rich ſilks, more fine hollands, more fine 


broad cloths, more fine toys and trinkets, than one 


of the ſame trade, ſetting up in the skirts of the 
town, or at Ratcliff, or Wapping, or Redrift; and he 
that ſers up in the capital city of a county, than 
he that is plac'd in a private market- town, in the 
fame county; and he that is placed in a market- 
town, than he that 1s plac'd in a ny vill 

A tradeſman in a ſea- port town ſorts himſelf diffe- 


rent from one of the ſame trade in an inland town, 


tho' larger and more populous; and this the Tradeſ- 
2 weigh very maturely beſore he lays out his 
SOMETIMES it happens a Tradeſman ſerves his ap- 
prenticeſhip in one town, and ſets up in another; 
and ſometimes circumſtances altering, he removes 
from one town to another; the change is very im- 
portant to him, for the goods which he is to ſell in 
the town he removes to, are ſometimes ſo differing 
from the ſorts of goods which he ſold in the place 
he removed from, tho' in the ſame. way of trade, 


; ; | that he is at a great loſs both in changing his hand. 
Aliud in the ju Sent of buying. This made me 
St. f 7 | inſiſt, in dne of m 


y letters, that a Tradeſman ſhould © 


take all occaſions to extend his know in every 


| | kind of goods, that which way ſoever he may turn 


his hand, he may have judgment in every thing. 


— 1 


' In thus changing his circumſtances of trade, he 


muſt learn, as well as he can, how to furniſh his 
ſhop ſuitable to the place he is to trade in, and to 


ſort his goods to the demand which he is like to 


have there; otherwiſe he will not only loſe the 
cuſtomers for want of proper goods, but will very 
much loſe by the goods which he lays in for ſale, 
there being no demand for them where he is go- 
. 2 


_ colonies, tis uſual with them to make up to each 
factor what they call a ſortable cargoe ; that is to ſay, 
they want ſomething of every thing that may fur- 
niſh the tradeſmen there with parcels fit to fill their 
ſhops, and invite their cuſtomers; and if they fail, 
and do not thus ſort their cargoes, the factors there 
not only complain, as being ill- ſorted, but the Car- 


Fes often lies by unfold, becauſe there is not a ſuf- 


cient quantity of ſorts to anſwer the demand, and 
make them all marketable together. es 

IT is the fame thibg here; if the Tradeſman's 
ſhop is not well ſorted, it is not ſuitably furniſhed, 
or fitted to ſupply his cuſtomers; and nothing 
diſhonours him more than to have people come to buy 
things uſual to be had in ſuch ſhops, and go away 
without them. The next thing they ſay ro one 
another is, I went to that ſhop, but I could not 
be furniſh'd ; they are not ſtock'd there for a trade; 
one ſeldom finds any thing there that is new or 
faſhionable : and ſo they go away to another ſhop; 
and not only go away themſelves, but carry others 
away with them ; for it is obſervable, that the buy- 
ers, or rerale cuſtomers, eſpecially the Ladies, fol- 
low one another as ſheep follow the flock ; if one 
buys a beautiful filk, or a cheap piece of Holland, 
or a new-faſhioned thing of any kind, the next 
enquiry is, where it was bought? the ſhop is pre- 
{ently recommended for a ſhop well ſorted, and — 
7 . a place 


Wu merchants ſend adventures to our Britifh 


1 
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a place where things are to be had not only cheap 
and good, but of the neweſt faſhion, where they 
have always great choice to pleafe the curious, and 
to ſupply whatever is call'd for. And thus the trade 
runs away inſenſibly to the ſhops which are beſt 
ſorted. | 3 EN 

3. Tux retale Tradeſman in eſpecial, and even 
every Tradeſman in his ſtation, mult furniſh himſelf 
with a competent ſtock of patience ; I mean that 

atience which is needful to bear with all forts of 
impertinence, and the moſt provoking curioſity that 
it is poſſible to imagine the buyers, even the worſt 
of them, are or can be guilty of. A Tradeſman be- 
hind his counter muſt have no. fleſh and blood 
about him, no paſſions, no reſentment ; he muſt 
never be angry, no not ſo much as ſeem to be fo : 
if a cuſtomer tumbles him five hundred pounds 
worth of goods, and ſcarce bids money for an 
thing; nay, tho' they really come to his ſhop wit 
no intent to buy, as many do, only to ſee what is 
to be ſold, and this he knows they cannot be bet- 
ter pleas'd (than they are) at ſome other ſhop where 
they intend to buy, tis all one, the Tradeſman 
muſt take it; he muſt place it to the account of his 
calling, that *tis his buſineſs to be ill uſed and re- 
ſent nothing; and ſo muſt anſwer as obligingly to 
thoſe that give him an hour or two's trouble and 
buy nothing, as he does to thoſe who in half the 
time lay out ten or twenty pounds. The caſe is 
plain, tis his buſineſs to get money, to ſell and 

leaſe, and if ſome do give him trouble and do nor 
uy, others make him amends, and do buy; and 
as for the trouble, tis the buſineſs of his ſhop. 

I have heard that ſome Ladies, and thoſe too per- 
ſons of good note, have taken their coaches and 
ſpent a whole afternoon in Ludgate-ſtreer, or Covent- 
Garden, only to divert themſelves in going from one 
mercer's ſhop to * to look upon their fine 
: 3 92 ; 
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ſilks, and to rattle and banter the journeymen and 
ſhop-keepers, having not ſo much as the leaſt occa- 
ſion, much leſs intention to buy any thing; nay, 
not ſo much as carrying any _ out with them 
to buy any thing if they fancied it: yer this the 
mercers who * A themſelves know their bu- 
ſineſs too well to reſent, nor if they really knew it, 
would they take the leaſt notice of it, but perhaps 
tell the Ladies they were welcome to look upon their 
goods; that it was their buſineſs to ſhew them, and 
that if they did not come to buy now, they might 
ſee they were furniſh'd to pleaſe them when they 
might have occaſion. 

On the other hand, I have been told that ſome- 
times thoſe forts of Ladies have been catch'd in their 
own ſnare; that is to ſay, have been ſo engaged by 
the good uſage of the ſhop-keeper, and fo unex- 
pectedly ſurpriz'd with ſome fine thing or other, 
that has been ſhew'd them, that they have been 
drawn in by their fancy, againſt their deſign, to lay 
out money, whether they had it or no; that is 
2 ſay, to buy, and ſend home for money to pay 
or It. 

Bur let it be how and which way it will, whe- 
ther mercer or draper, or what trade you pleaſe, the 
man thar ſtands behind the counter muſt be all cour- 
teſy, civility, and good manners; he muſt not be 
affronted, or any way moved by any manner of 
uſage, whether owing to caſualty or deſign ; if he 
ſees himſelf ill uſed, he muſt wink, and not fee it; 
he muſt at leaſt not appear to ſee it, nor any way 
ſhew diſlike or diſtaſte; if he does, he reproaches 
not only himſelf, but his ſhop, and puts an ill name 
upon the general uſage of cuſtomers in it; and tis 
not to be * how, in this goſſiping Tea- 
drinking age, the ſcandal will run, even among peo- 
ple who have had no knowledge of the perſon firſt 


Lamplainzpg.” Such a ſhop ! (ſays a certain Lady 
to 


—— 
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to a citizen's wife, in converſation as they were go- 
ing to buy clothes) I am reſolv'd I won't go there, 
the fellow that keeps it is ſaucy and rude: if I lay 
out my money, I expect to be well uſed: if I don 
lay it out, I expect to be well treated. | 
Wuy Madam, fays the citizen, did the man of 
the ſhop uſe your oe . 69/7 
Lady. No, I cant't ſay he us'd me ill, for I never 
was in his ſhop. naw 1 A 
Ci. How does your Ladiſhip know he does fo, 
then ? ; * 
_ Wu I know he us'd another Lady faucily, 
becauſe ſhe' gave him a great deal of trouble, as he 


call'd it, and did not buy. | | | 
you ſo, herſelf, 


Cit. Was it the Lady that told 
Madam ? | n 
Lady. I don't know, really, I have forgot who 
it was; but I have ſuch a notion in my head, and 
I don't care to try, for I hate the ſaucineſs of 
ef er when they don't underſtand them- 
elves. | | *- 2b 
Cir. WELL but, Madam, perhaps it may be a 
miſtake, and the Lady that told you was not the 
perſon neither. To 
7. . O! Madam, Iremember now who told me; 
it was my Lady Tattle, when I was at Mrs. I 
on her viſiting day; it was the talk of the whole 
circle, and all the Ladies took notice of it, and ſaid 
they would take care to ſhun that ſhop. p. 
| Cit. SURE, Madam, the Lady was ſtrangely uſed; 
did ſhe tell any of the particulars ? | 
Lady. No, I did not underſtand that ſhe told the 
particulars, for it ſeems it was not to her, but to 
ſome other Lady, a friend of hers; but it was all 
one, the company took as much notice of it as if it 
had been to her, and reſented it as much, I aſſure 
you. | ns _—_ | 


I 
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t. Yss, Madam, and without examining the 
eruch of the fact, perhaps. 
Wx did not doubt the ſtory, 
Gt. Bur had no other proof of it, Madam, than 
her relation? 
| . Way that's true; no body ask'd for a 
proof; twas enough to tell the ſto 
Git. Wnar ! tho' perhaps the La y did not know 
the perſon, or whether it was true or no; and 
haps had it from a third or fourth hand; your MM 
diſhip knows any body's credit may be blaſted at 
that rate. 
Lady. Wu don't enquire "x nicely, you know, 
into the truth of ſtories at a Tea-table. 
Gt. No, Madam, that's true; but when repu- 
tation 1s at ſtake, we ſhould be a little careful 
too. 


— 


. Way that's true too; but why are you fo 
concern'd about it, Madam ! Do you know the man 
that keeps the ſhop ? 

Git. No otherwiſe, Madam, than that I how of- 
ten bought there, and I always found them the moſt 
civil obliging people in the world. 

Lady. Ir may be they know you, Madam. 

Cit. I am perſuaded they don't, for I ſeldom went 
but I ſaw new faces; for they have a great many ſer- 
ants and journeymen in the ſhop. 

i Lady. Ir may be you are eaſy to be pleas'd; 
you are good-humour'd your ſelf, and cannot put 
their patience to any trial. 

Cit. IxD RED, Madam, juſt the contrary; I be- 
lieve —_— _ —_ three ma nga 
worth o s one day, bought not a 
Dis was all one, th re 28 had 


15 twenty pon 
. War ſo they oug ht. 
8 Yes, Madam, bur Key wo tis a token they do 


© they ought, and underſtand themſelves. 225 
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Wer, I don't know much of it indeed, 
but thus I was told. 25 
Ci. WEI I, but if your Ladiſhip would know 
the truth of it, you would do a piece of juſtice to 


go and try them. | 
Lady. Nor I! beſides, I have a mercer of my ac- 
quaintance. 0 


Cit. WELL, Madam, I'll wait on your Ladiſhip 
to your own mercer, and if you can't find any 
thing to your liking, will you go and try the other 
ſhop ? | 
Lady. O! I am ſure I ſhall deal if I go to my 
mercer. Nr Ws | 

Cit. WELL, but if you ſhou'd, let us go for a 
frollick, and give t'other as much trouble as we 
can for nothing, and ſee how he'll behave, tor I want 
to be ſatisfy d; if I find them as your Ladiſhip has 
been told, I'll never go there any more 

Lady. Uyon that condition I agree, I will go 
with you; but I will go and lay out my money 
at my own mercer's firſt, becauſe I won't be 
tempted. | 

Cit. WELL, Madam, I'll wait on your Ladiſhip 
till you have laid out your Money. | 


AFTER this diſcourſe they drive away to the mer< 
cer's ſhop where the Lady us'd to buy; and when 
they came there the Lady was ſurpriz'd, the ſhop 
was ſhut up, and no body to be ſeen The next 
door was a laceman's, and a journeyman being at the 
door, the Lady ſent her ſervant to defire him ro 
ſpeak a word or two to her; and when he came, ſays 
the Lady to him, 


* 


_ PRay how long has Mr. Us ſhop been 
ſhut up? Dinan: | 
Laceman. ABouT a month, Madam. 
Lady. Wuar is Mr. dead? 


Lem. No, Madam, he is not dead. 


* 


Lady, 
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| Lady, War then, pray? 550 
— „ SOMETHING worſe, Madam, he has had 
ſome misfortunes. ; 2. * 
La I am very ſorry to hear it, indeed So 
her Ladiſhip made her bow, and her coachman 
drove away. | | 


The ſhort of the ſtory was, her mercer was broke; 
upon which the city Lady prevail'd upon her La- 
diſhip to go to the other ſhop ; which ſhe did, but 
declar'd beforehand ſhe would Buy nothing, but 

ive the mercer all the trouble ſhe could; and fo 
ſaid the other. Then to make the thing more ſure, 
ſhe would have them go into the ſhop ſingle, be- 
cauſe ſhe fancy d the mercer knew the city Lady, 
and therefore would behave more civilly to them 
both on that account, the other having laid out 
her money there ſeveral times. Well, the Lady 
went in, and ask'd for ſuch and ſuch rich things, 
and had them ſhew'd her, to a variety that ſhe was 
ſurpriz'd at ; but not the beſt or richeſt things they 
could ſhew her gave her any ſatisfaction; either ſhe 
did not like the pattern, or the colours did not ſuit 
her fancy, or they were too dear; and fo ſhe pre- 
pares to leave the ſhop, her coach ſtanding at a diſ- 
tance, which ſhe order d, that they might not guels 
at her quality. | 

Bur ſhe was quite deceiv'd in her expectation? 
for the Mercer, far from treating her in the manner 
as ſhe had heard, us'd her with the utmoſt civility and 

manners. She treated him, on the contrary,'as 
aid her ſelf, even with a forc'd rudeneſs; ſhe gave 
him all che impertinent trouble ſhe was able, as 
above; and, pretending to like nothing he ſhew'd, 
turn'd away with an air of contempr, Intimating 
that his ſhop was ill furniſh'd, and that ſhe ſhould 
be eaſily ſerved, ſhe doubted not, at another Place. 


He 
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Ha told her he was very unhappy in not having 
any thing that ſuited her fancy; that if ſhe knew hat 
particular things would pleaſe her, he would have 
them in two hours time for her, if all the French 
and Italian merchants warehouſes in London, or all 
the weavers looms in Spitelefields could furniſh them. 
But when that would not do, ſhe, comes forward 
from his back-ſhop, where ſhe had plagu'd him 
about an hour and half, and makes him the ſlight 
compliment of, (in a kind of a ſcornful tone too,) 
I am ſorry I have given you ſo much trouble. 

Tus trouble, Madam, is nothing, tis my mis- 
fortune not to pleaſe you; but as to trouble, my 
buſineſs is to oblige the Ladies my cuſtomers ; if I 
ſhew my goods, I may ſell them; if I do not ſhew 
them, I am ſure I cannot ſell: if it is not a trouble 
to you, Madam, I'll ſhew you every piece of goods 
in my ſhop; if you do not buy now, you may per- 
haps another time. And thus, in ſhort, he purſued 
her with all the good words in the world, and walt- 
ed on her towards the door. 

As ſhe comes forward, where ſhe ſpy'd the city 
Lady, who had juſt us'd the partner as the firſt 
Lady had us'd the chief maſter ; and there, as if it 
had been by mere chance, ſhe ſalutes her with, 
Your ſervant couſin, pray what brought you here? 
The couſin anſwers, Madam, I am mighty glad 
to ſee your Ladyſhip here; I have been haggling 
here a good while, but this Gentleman and I can't 


N bargain, and I was juſt a going away. 


War then, fays the Lady, you have been juſt 


5 ſuch another cuſtomer as I, for I have troubled the 


gentleman mercer this two hours, and I can't meet 
any thing to my mind. So away they go together 
to the door, and the Lady gers the mercer to ſend 


one of his ſervants to bid her coachman drive to | 


the door, ſhewing him where the fellow ſtood. 


WꝑIII 
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- Warts the boy was gone, ſhe takes the city 
Lady aſide, talking ſoftly ; the mercer and his part- 
ner, ſeeing them talk together, withdrew ; but wait- 
ed at a diſtance to be ready to hand them to the 
coach. So they began a new diſcourſe, as follows : 
Lach. WELL, ſays ſhe to the city Lady, I am 
ſatisfy d this man has been ill uſed in the world. f 
Cit. Wu, Madam, how does your Ladiſhip find 
him ? 2 * 


255. Orly the moſt gb, moſt eien. 
like man, of a Tradeſman, that ever I met with in 1 


my life. =_ 
Cit. Bur did your Ladiſhip try him as you faid RF 
you would? ; 4 : 
La. Tax him! I believe he has tumbled three 
thouſand pounds worth of goods for me. © 

Cit. Dip you oblige him to do fo ? WW | 

Lady. I forced him to it indeed, for I lik d no- 
: 22 Is he well ſtock' d with goods? h 
Lady. I told him his ſhop was ill furniſhed. 
Cit. Wnar did he ſay to that? 


Lady. Say | why he carried me into another in- 


ner-ſhop or warehouſe, where he had goods to 
ſurpriſing quantity and value, I confeſs. 9 
Qt. AND what could you ſay then? 4 

Lady. Say! in truth I was aſham'd to ſay an 


more; but ſtill was reſolv'd not to be pleas'd, and 
ſo came away, as you ſee. 1 


Git. And he has not diſoblig'd you at all, hs 4 


Lady. Juſt the contrary, indeed &. ues 
Cit. WELL, Madam, I aſſure you I have been 


faithful to my promiſe, for you can't have us'd him ſo 


— 


— 


Here ſhe repeated the words the mercer had ſaid to ber, 43 
and the modeſty and civility he had treated her with; 1 
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311 as I have uſed his partner; for J have perfectly 
abuſed him for having nothing to pleaſe me; I did 
as good as tell him 1 believ'd he was going to break, 
and that he had no choice. x1 : 
Lady. AnD how did he treat you? - 
Git. JusT in the ſame manner as his partner did 
your Ladiſhip, all mild and mannerly, ſmiling, and 
in perfect temper; for my part, if I was a young 
wench again, I ſhould be in love with ſuch a man. 
Lach. WELL, but what ſhall we do now # . 
| Cit. War be gone, I think we have teaz d them 
enough; twould be cruel to Bear-bait them any 
more. | * 
Lady. No, I am not for teazing them any more; 
but ſhall we really go away and buy nothing? i 
Ci. Nax, that ſhall be juſt as your Ladiſhip 
pleaſes ; you know I promis: d you I would not buy:; 
that is to ſay, unleſs you diſcharge me of that ob- 
ligation. 55 6 
Lady. I can't for ſhame go out of his ſhop and 
hy out nothing. * e ee ee 
— Dip your Ladiſhip ſee any thing that pleas d 
Ou Q | 1 * 
Lady. I only ſaw ſome of the fineſt things in 
England; T don't think all the city of Paris can 
outdo him. 1 
Ci. WELL, Madam, if you reſolve to buy, let 
us go and look again. 07 | 
| Lazy. Come then and upon that the Lad 
turning to the mercer, Come, Sir, ſays ſhe, I think 
II look. upon that piece of brocade again, I can't 
find in my heart to give you all this trouble for 
nothing. ; X | | 
Mapan, ſays the mercer, I ſhall be very glad if 
J can be ſo happy as to pleaſe you; but I beſeech 
your * Ladiſhip don't ſpeak of the trouble, for 


* Now he kne : ; 10 
(elner that 


— 


g 
| 


\ 4 A 
i | . 
„ 
* IF 
7 g 7 p 
* 
1 
4 - 4 
% 
+ KLE 
” 
| 1 
1 1 
14 Nl 
It 
Ly 1 
4 : 
. FIG ; 
1 
Ci 
5 
11 
15 
þ 7 
| * 
i 
U 
* 
427 
| 
N 


i 
*% \ 

bl 
"2 

1 

78 

* 

? 
i ö 
1 7 
1 Fi 
8: 

* 
11 

A * 
3 

+£ 


94 . The Complete 
that is the duty of our trade; we muſt never think 


Vo this the Ladies went back with him im bis 
inner- ſhop, and laid out between ſixty and ſeventy 


and ridiculous things, he muſt bear in his Trade, 


than they, when behind the counter, and yet no- 


not prevented, till the violence of it had gotten. vent, 


our buſineſs a trouble. F 


pounds, (for they both bought rich ſuits of clothes) 
and uſed his ſhop for many years after. - 
The ſhort — from this long diſcourſe is 
this, That here you ſee, and I could give many e- 
amples very like this, how, and in what-manner, 
a ſhop-keeper is to behave himſelf in the way of his 
buſineſs ; what impertinences, what taunts, flours, 


and muſt not ſhew the leaſt return, or the leaſt ſig · 
nal of diſguſt : he muſt-have no paſſions, no fire in 
his temper ; he muſt be all {oft and ſmooth ; nay, if 
his real temper be naturally fiery and hot, he muſt 
ſhew none of it in his ſhop; he muſt be a 
complete bypocrire, if he will be a complete tradeſman. 
Ir is true, natural tempers are not to be always 
counterfeited, the man cannot eaſily be a lamb in 
his ſhop, and a lion in himſelf; but let it be eaſy 
or hard, it muſt be done, and it is done: there are 
men who have by cuſtom and uſage brought them- 
ſel ves to it, that nothing could be meeker and milder 


thing be more furious and raging in every other part 
of It: nay, the — They oe — 2 
in their ſhops have ſo irritated their rage, that they | 
would go up ſtairs from their ſhop, and fall into 
frenzies, and akind of madneſs, and beat their heads 
againſt the wall, and perhaps miſchief themſelves, if 


and the paſſions abate and cool. I heard once of a2 
ſhop-keeper that behav'd himfelf thus to ſuch an ex- 
treme, that when he was provok'd by the imperti- 
nence of the cuſtomers, beyond what his tem 
could bear, he would go up ſtairs and beat his 
wife, kick his children about like dogs, * be as 

| urious 


\ 
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furious for two or three minutes, as a man chain'd 
down in Bedlam; and again, when that heat was 
over, would fit down and cry faſter than the chil- 
dren he had abuſed; and after the fit he would go down 
into his ſhop again, and be as humble, as courte- 
ous;-and as calm as any man whatever; ſo abſolute 
a government of his paſſions had he in the ſhop, 
and ſo little out of it; in the ſhop a ſoul- leſs animal 
chat could reſent nothing, and in the family a mad- 
man; in the ſhop meek like the lamb, but in the 
= family outrageous like a'Zybian lion. 

Tux ſum of the matter is this, it is neceſſary for 
a Tradeſman to ſubje& himſelf, by all the ways 
= poſlible, to his buſineſs; his cuſtomers are to be his 
== idols: fo far as he may worſhip idols by allowance, 
be is to bow down to them, and worſhip them; 
at leaſt, he is not = way to diſpleaſe them, or ſhew 
== zany diſguſt or diſtaſte whatſoever they may ſay or 
do; the bottom of it all is, that he is intending to 
get money by them; and it is not for him that gets 
money to offer the leaſt inconvenience to them by 
whom he gets it; he is to conſider, that as Sol- 
mon ſays, The, borrower is ſervant to the lender, ſo the 
Seller is ſervant to the Buyer. 5 {2M 

Wen. a Tradeſman has thus conquer'd all his 
paſſions, and can ſtand before the ſtorm of imperti- 
nence, he is ſaid to be fitted up for the main article, 
namely, the inſide of the counter. 5 
Or the other hanch a" contrary tem- 
per, nay, but the very ſuggeſtion of it, hurries pec 
ple on to ruin their Los iy — diſoblige their 4 — 
mers, to quarrel with them, and drive them away: 
ve ſee by the Lady above, after having ſeen the ways 
XX dhe had taken to put this man out of temper; I ſay, 
you ſee it conquer'd her temper, and brought her 
to lay out her money 'chearfully, and be his cuſto- 
mer ever after. N 
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re many turnings and openings in it, both to the : 


way back again ; at leaſt if he does, tis like a man 
nöd iin a oed, he comes out with 4 


* 


Other Reaſons for the Tradeſman' 8 . 


A ſour, moroſe, dogmatick temper would have 
ſent theſe Ladies both away with their money in 
their pockets; but the man's patience and temper 
drove the Lady back to 1 0 out Fn 23 + WE 


gaged her entirely. 


1 am; ur. 


LETTER. VIIL. 


7; and faſt of innocent  Droer- 
SIR ver oem. 


Few directions Ste fv / 164 wiſe) 
received, will be ſufficient to Pee a vi 
man in a right management of his buſineſs, "fo a 
that, if he obſerves them, he may ſecure his proſpe- 

* rity and ſucceſs : but it requires a long and ſerious BR 


"caveat to warn him of the dangers he meets with 
In his way. Trade is a ſtrait and direct road, -if 


they will but keep in it with's ſtea 5 and not 
wander, and launch out here and t as a looſe 
Bead and giddy fancy will prompt them to do. 

THy road, I fay, is ſtrait and direct; bur there 


right hand and to the left, in which if a Tradeſman 
but once ventures to ſtep awry, it is ten thouſand 
to one bur he loſes himſelf, and very rare finds his 


ſcratch'd face, and torn cloaths, tired and i 1 and 
does not recover himſelf in a long while after. A 
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Ix a word, one ſteady motion carries him up, 


but many things aſſiſt to pull him down; there are 


many ways open to his ruin, but few to his riſing; 
and tho' employment is ſaid to be the beſt fence 
againſt Temptations, and he that is buſy heartily in 
his buſineſs, Temptations to idleneſs and negligence 
will not be ſo buſy about him; yet tradeſmen are 
as often drawn from their buſineſs as other men, 
and when they are ſo, it is more fatal to them a 
great deal, than it is to gentlemen, and perſons whoſe 
employments do not call for their perſonal atten- 
dance ſo much as a ſhop does. | 
AmoNG the many turnings and by-lanes which, 
as I fay, are to be met with in the ſtrait Road of 
trade, there are two as dangerous and fatal to the 
Tradeſman's proſperity as the worſt, tho* they both 
carry ar, appearance of good, and promiſe contrary 


to whar they perform ; thele are, 


I. PLEASURES and DIVERSIONS, eſpecially ſuch 
as they will have us call innocent Diverſions, 


II. Projects and ADVENTURES, and eſpecially 
ſuch as promiſe mountains of profit in »ubibus, and 


I re therefore the more likely to enſnare the poor eager 
az varitious Tradeſman. | 57 


1. I am now to ſpeak of the firſt, viz. pleaſures 
and diverſions. I cannot allow any pleaſures to be 
innocent, when they turn away either the body or 


; ; the mind of a Tradeſman from the one needſul thing 


which his calling makes neceſſary, and that neceſſity 
makes his duty; I mean, the application both of 


IT his hands and to his buſineſs ; thoſe pleaſures 
and diverſions may be innocent in themſelves, which 


are not ſo to him : there are very few things in the 
world that are ſimply evil, but things are made cir- 
cumſtantially evil when 177 are not ſo in _ 

3 ſe l ves 
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ſelves : killing a man is not ſimply ſinful; on the 
contrary, tis not lawful only, but a duty, When 
juſtice and the laws of God or man require it ; but 
when done maliciouſly, from any corrupt principle, 
or to any corrupted end, is murther, and the worſt 
of crimes. | | 
PLEASURES and diverſions are thus made crimi- 
nal, when a man is engaged in duty to a full atren- 
dance upon ſuch baſineſs as thoſe pleaſures and di- 
verſions neceſſarily interfere with, and interrupt; 
thoſe pleaſures, tho' innocent in themſelves, become 
a fault in him, becauſe his legal avocations demand 
his attendance in another place. Thus thoſe plea- 
ſures may be lawful to another man, which are not 
| fo to him, becauſe another man has not the ſame 
obligation to a calling, the ſame neceſſity to apply 
to it, the ſame cry of a family, whoſe bread may 
depend upon his diligence, as a Tradeſman has. 
SOLOMON, the royal patron of induſtry, tells 
us, He that is a lover of pleaſure, ſball be a poor man; 
I muſt not doubt but Solomon is to be underſtood 
of tradeſmen and working men, ſuch as I am writing 
of, whoſe time and a plication is due to their buſi- 
neſs, and who in 2 of their pleaſures, are ſure 
to neglect their ſhops, or Employments, and I there- 
fore render the words thus, to the preſent purpoſe, 
The Tradeſman that is a lover of pm ſhall be a 
poor man. I hope I do nor wreſt the ſcripture in my 
interpretation of it, I am ſure it agrees with the 
whole tenor of the wiſeman's other diſcourſes. 
Wu I ſee young ſhop-keepers keep horſes, 
ride a hunting, Lum dog Agent, ind keep the 
ſportſmens brogue upon their tongues, I will not ſay 
I read their deſtiny, for I am ho fortune- teller; bur 
I do fay, Lr afraid for them; eſpecially 
when I know that either their fortunes and begin- 
nings are below it, or that their trades are ſuch as 
in a particular manner require their conſtant atten- 
e | _ 
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dance; as to fee a barber abroad on a Saturday, a 
corn- factor abroad on a Wedneſday and Friday, or a 
Blackwell-hall man on a Thurſday, you may as well 
ſay a country ſhop-keeper ſhould go a hunting on 
a market-day, or go a feaſting at the fair-day of the 
town where he lives; and yet riding and hunting 
are otherwiſe law ful diverſions, and in their kind very 
good for exerciſe and health. _ | | 
I am not for making a galley-flave of a ſhop- 
keeper, and have him chain'd down to the oar ; but 
if he be a wiſe, a prudent and a diligent Tradeſ- 
2 he will allow himſelf as few excurſions as poſ- 


|  Bvs1ness neglected is Buſineſs loſt ; tis true, 
there are ſome buſineſſes which require leſs atten- 
dance than others, and give a man leſs occaſion of 
application ; but in general, that Tradeſman who can 
atisfy himſelf to be abſent from his buſineſs, muſt ' 
not expect ſucceſs ; if he is above the character of a 
diligent Tradeſman, he muſt then be above the bus». 
ſinels too, and ſhould leave it to ſomebody that 
having more need of it will think it worth his while 
to mind it better. 

Non indeed is it poſſible a Tradeſman ſhould be 
maſter of any of the qualifications which I have ſet 
down to denominate him „if he neglects his 
= and his time, following his pleaſures and diver- 

ns. | 
I'LI allow that the man is not vicious and wick 
ed, that he is not addicted to Drunkenneſs, to Wo- 
men, to Gaming, or any ſuch things as thoſe, for 
thoſe are not woundiogs, but murther, downright 
killing; a man may wound and hurt himſelf ſome- 
times, in the rage of an ungovern'd paſſion, or in a 
frenzy or fever, and intend no more; but if he 
ſhoors himſelf thro' the head, or hangs himſelf, we 
are ſure then he intended to kill and deſtroy him- 
ſelf, and he dies inevitably. 
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For a Tradeſman to follow his pleaſures, which 
indeed is generally attended with a flighri his bu- 

ſineſs, leaving his ſhop to ſervants or others, tis 

evident to me that he is indifferent whether it thrives 

or no; and above all, tis evident, that his heart is 

not in his buſineſs; that he does not delight in it, 

or look on it with pleaſure. To a complete Tradeſ- 

man there is no pleaſure equal to that of being in 

his buſineſs, no delight equal to that of ſeeing him- 

| ſelf thrive, to ſee trade flow in upon him, and to 

| be ſatisfied that he goes on profperouſly : He will 

never thrive, that cares not whether he thrives or | 
| no: As trade is the chief employment of his life, | 
| and is therefore called, by wa of eminence, his bu- - 
| ſneſs; ſo it ſhould be made the chief delight of his | 
life: The Tradeſman that does not love his buſineſs, 
will never give it due attendance. 

PLEASURE is a bait to the mind, and the mind 

will attract the body; where the heart is, that ob- 

ject ſhall always have the body's company. The 

great objection I meet with from young tradeſmen 

apainſt this argument, is, they follow no unlawful 

Pleaſures ; they do not ſpend their time in Taverns, 

and drinking to exceſs; they do not ſpend their 

money in Gaming, and ſo ſtock- ſtarve their buſi- 

neſs, and rob the ſhop to ſupply the extravagant 

loſſes of play ; or they do not ſpend their hours in 

ill company, Debaucheries and whoring ; all they 

do, is a little innocent diverſion in riding abroad now 

and then for the air, and for their health, and to cafe 

their thoughts of the throng of other affairs which 

X are heavy upon them, gc. 

Tuxsx, I fay, are the excuſes of young tradeſmen, | 
and indeed they are young excuſes ; and I may ſay 1 
truly, have nothing in them. It is perhaps true, or | 

I may grant it fo for the preſent 3 that the 


Pleaſures which the Tradeſman takes are, as he ſays, 
got unlawful, and that he follows only a little in - | 
nocent 


lov'd his Bottle, excuſe himſel 
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nocent diverſion ; but let me tell him, the words 
are ill put together, and the diverſion is rather re- 
' commended from the word lierle, than from the word 


innocent : if it be indeed but little, it may be the 


more innocent; but the caſe is quite altered by the 
extent of the thing; and the innocence lies here, 


not in the nature of the thing, not in the diverſion 


or pleaſure that is taken, but in the Time it takes; 
for if the man ſpends the Time in it which ſhould 


be ſpent in his ſhop or warehouſe, and his buſineſs 


ſuffers by his abſence, as it muſt do, if the abſence 


is long at a time, or often practiſed; the Diverſion 


ſo taken becomes criminal to him, rho' the ſame di- 


verſion might be innocent in another. 
Tuvs I have heard a young Tradeſman, who 

„ ſay, tis true 

J have been at the tavern, but I was treated, it coſ 
me nothing. And this, he thinks, clears him of all 
blame; not conſidering that when he ſpends no mo- 
ney, yet he ſpends five times the value of the mo- 


| ney in time. Another ſays, Why indeed I was at 
the tavern yeſterday all the afternoon, but I could 
not help it, and I ſpent but ſixpence. But at the 


ſame time perhaps it might be ſaid he ſpent five 
unds worth of his time, his buſineſs being neg- 
Red, his ſhop unattended, his books not led, 
his letters not written, and the like; for all thoſe 


things are works neceſſary to a Tradeſman, as well as 


the attendance on his ſhop, and infinitely above the 
pleaſure of being treated at the expence of his time. 
All manner of pleaſures ſhould buckle and be ſub- 
ſervient to Buſineſs: He that makes his pleaſure be 
his buſineſs, will never make his buſineſs be a plea- 
ſure: Innocent pleaſures become ſinful, when they 


are uſed to excels, and ſo it is here; the moſt in- 


nocent diverſion becomes-criminal, when it breaks 
in upon that which is the due and juſt employment 
of the man's life, Pleaſures rob the Tr and 
5 how 
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how then can he call them innocent? they are down- 
right Thieves, they rob his ſhop of his atten- 
dance, and of the time which he ought to beſtow 
there ; they rob his family of their due ſupport, 
by the man's neglecting that buſineſs by which th 
are to be maintained ; and they oftentimes rob the 
creditors of their juſt debts, the Tradeſman ſinking 
by the inordinare uſe of thoſe innocent diverſions, 
as he calls them, as well by the expence attending 
them, as the loſs of his time, and negle& of his 
buſineſs, by which he is at laft reduced to the ne- 
ceſſity of ſhutting up ſhop in earneſt, which was 
indeed as good as ſhut before. A ſhop without a 
maſter, is like the fame ſhop on a middling holiday, 
half ſhut up; and he that keeps it long fo, need 
not doubt but he = in a little time more, ſhut ir 
quite up, and keep holiday for altogether. 
In ſhort, pleaſure is 4 ala to buſineſs; how any 
man can call it innocent, let him anſwer that does 
ſo; it robs him every way, as T have faid above; 


and if the Tradeſman be a chriſtian, and has any re- 


gard to religion and his duty, I muſt tell him, that 
when, upon his diſaſters, he ſhall reflect, and ſee 
that he has ruin'd himſelf and his family, by fol- 
lowing too much thoſe diverſions and pleaſures which 
he thought innocent, and which perhaps in them- 
ſelves were really ſo, he will find great cauſe to re- 
t of that which he inſiſted on as innocent; he 
will find himſelf loſt, by doing lawful things, 
that he made thoſe innocent things ſinful, and thoſe 
_ Lwful things unlawful to him. Thus, as the 
robb'd his family and creditors before of their ruſt 
debts, (for maintenance is 'a Tradeſman's juſt debt 
to his family, and a wife and children are as much 
a Tradefman's real creditors, as thoſe who truſted 
him with their goods;) I fay, as his innocent plea- 
ſures robb'd his family and creditors of their ſub- 
Nance before, they will rob him now of his 2 


— — 
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and of all that calm of foul which an honeſt, in- 
duſtrious, tho' unfortunate Tradeſman, might other- 
wiſe meet with under his diſaſters. 

I am ask'd here, perhaps, how much pleaſure an 
honeſt-meaning Tradeſman may be allow'd to take ? 
for it cannot be ſuppos'd I ſhould inſiſt that all 
pleaſure is forbidden him, that he muſt have no di- 


verſion, no ſpare hours, no intervals from hurry and 


fatigue ; that would be to pin him down to the ve- 
ry floor of his ſhop, as John Sheppard was lock'd 
down to the floor of his priſon. 

TRE anſwer to this — every prudent Tradeſ- 
man may make for himſelf; if his pleaſure is in his 
ſhop, and in his buſineſs, there. is no danger of him; 
but if he has an itch after exotic diverſions, I mean 
ſuch as are foreign to his ſhop, and to his buſineſs, 
and which I therefore call exotic, let him honeſtly 


and fairly ſtate the caſe between his ſhop and his 
| diverſions, and judge impartially for himſelf ; fo 


much pleaſure, and no more, may be innocently ta- 


ken, as does nor interfere with, or do the leaſt da- 


mage to his buſineſs, by raking him away from it. 
EvERY moment that his trade wants him in his 
ſhop, or ware-houſe, or compting-houſe, &c. tis 
his duty to be there; tis not enough to ſay, I be- 
lieve I ſhall not be wanted; or, I believe I ſhall 
ſuffer no loſs by my abſence ; he muſt come to a 
point, and not — himſelf, if he does, the cheat 
is all his own: if he will not judge ſincerely at firſt, 
he will reproach himſelf ſincerely at laſt; for there 
is no fraud againſt his own reflections, a man is very 
rarely an hypocrite to himſelf. - — VS 
THe rule may be, in a few werds thus: Thoſe 
pleaſures or diverſions, and thoſe only, can be inno- 
cent, which the man may or does uſe, or allow kim- 
ſelf ro uſe, without hindrance of, or injury to, his 
buſineſs and reputation © | 
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Lr the diverſions or pleaſures in queſtion 
be what they will, and how innocent ſoever they 
are in themſelves, they are not ſo to him; becaule 
they interrupt or interfere with his buſineſs, which 
is his immediate duty. I have mention'd the 
circumſtance which touches this part too in ano- 
ther place, namely, that there may be a time 
when even the needful duties of religion may be- 
come faults, and unſeaſonable, when another more 
ntedſul attendance calls for us to apply to it; 
much more than thoſe things which are only 
barely lawful. There is a viſible difference be- 
tween the things which we may do, and the 
things which we muſt do. Pleaſures at certain 
ſeaſons are allow'd, and we may give our ſelves 
ſome looſe to them; but buſineſs, I mean to the 
man of buſineſs, is that needful thing, of which 
* not to be ſaid it may, but it muſt be 
Acax, thoſe Pleaſures which may not only 
be lawful in themſelves, but which may be law- 
ful to other men, yet are criminal and unlawful 
to him. To Gentlemen of fortunes and eſtates, 
who being born to large poſſeſſions, and have no 
avocations of this kind, tis certainly lawful to 
ſpend their ſpare hours on horſeback, with their 
hounds or hawks, purſuing their game; or on 
foot, with their gun and their net, and their dogs 
to kill the hares or birds, &c. all which we call 
ſport. Theſe are the men that can, with a par- 
ticular fſatisfaftion, when they come home, fay 
they have only taken an Innocent diverſion; and 
er even in theſe, there are not wanting ſome exceſ- 
ſes, which take away the innocence of them, and 
conſequently the ſatis faction in their reflection; and 
therefore ir was, I ſaid it was law ful to them to (| 
their ſpare hours: by which I am to be underſtood, 
thoſe hours which are not due to more ſolemn and 
* #36 I weighty 
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weighty occaſions, ſuch as the duties of religion, in 
particular. But as this is not my preſent ſubject, 
I proceed; for I am not talking to Gentlemen now, 

THz prudent Tradeſman will in time conſider 
what he ought, or ought not to do, in his own 
particular cafe, as to his Pleaſures; not what ano- 
ther man may or may not do : Inſhort, nothing of 
pleaſure or diverſion can be innocent to him, what- 
ever it may be to another, if it injures his buſineſs, 
if it rakes either his Time, or his mind, or his de- 
light, or his-attendance, from his buſineſs ; nor can 
all the little excuſes, of its being for his health, and 
for the needful unbending the Bow of the mind, 
from the conſtant application of Buſineſs be ſuffici- 
ent; for all theſe muſt ſtoop to the great article of 
his ſhop and buſineſs; tho I might add, that the 
bare taking the air for healthy, and for a receſs to 
the mind, is not the thing I am talking of; tis the 
taking an immoderate liberty, and ſpending an im- 
moderate length of time, and that at unſeaſonable 
and improper hours, ſo as to make his pleaſures and 
diverſtons be prejudicial to his buſineſs: this is the 
evil I object to, and this is roo much the ruin of 
the tradeſmen of this age: and thus any man Who 
calmly reads theſe papers will ſee I ought to be 
underſtood. | | 0 
Nor do I confine this diſcourſe to the innocent 
diverſions of a horle and riding abroad to take the 
air; things which, as above, are made hurtful and 
unlawful to him, only as they are hindrances to his 
buſineſs, and are more or leſs ſo, as they rob his ſhop 
or warehouſe, or buſineſs, of his attendance and 
2 and cauſe him to draw his affections off from 

is . 

Bur we ſee other and new pleaſures daily crowd- 
ing in upon the Tradeſman, and ſome which no age 
before this have been in danger of; I mean, * t 
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ſuch an exceſs as is now the caſe, and conſequent 
Iy there were fewer tradeſmen drawn into · the prac 
Tu preſent age, as J ſaid before, is a time of 
gallantry — wes. ; nothing of the preſent pride 
and vanity was known, or but very little of it, in 
former times, the Baits which are every where laid 
for the corruption of youth, and for the ruin of 
their fortunes, were never ſo many and ſo miſ- 
chievous as they are now. ne 
Wx ſcarce now ſee a Tradeſman's apprentice come 
to his fifth year, but he gets a long wig and a ſword, 
and a ſet of companions ſuitable; and this wig 
end ſword being left. at proper and convenient 
places are put on at night after the ſhop is ſhut, 
or when they can make a flip out to goa Raking, 
and then they never fail of company ready to lead 
them into all manner of wickedneſs and debauchery; 
and from this cauſe it is (principally) that ſo many 
prentices are ruin'd, and run away from their 
maſters before they come out of their Times: more 
I am perſuaded now, than ever were to be found 
before. | | 
Non, as I faid before, will I charge the Devil 
with having any hand in the ruin of theſe young 
fellows ; indeed he needs not trouble himſelf about 
them; they are his own by early choice; they an- 
ticipate temptation, and are as forward as the Devil 
can deſire them to be. Theſe may be truly ſaid to be 
"drawn aſide of their-own luſts, and enticed , as the ſcrip- 
ture exprefles ; they need no tempter. | 
Bur of theſe 1 may alſo ſay, they ſeldom trou- 
ble the tradeſmens claſs; they get ruin'd early, and 
fniſh the Tradeſman before they begin; ſo my diſ- 
courſe is not at preſent directed much to them; in- 
deed they are paſt advice before they come in my 
Way. OY En- g IP -- 
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InpeeD I knew one of theſe ſort of gentlemen- 
apprentices, who is an eminent example of theirs: 
He thought fit to make an attempt to begin, and ſer 
up his trade; he was a dealer in what they call 
Crooked-lane wares; he got about 3001. from his 
father, an honeſt plain countryman in Cheſhire, to 
ſet him up, and his ſaid honeſt father exerted himſelf to 
the urmoſt to ſend him up ſo much money. | 
WHEN he had gotten the money, he took a ſhop 
near the place where he had ferv'd his Time, and en- 
tring upon the ſhop, he had it painted, and fitted 
up, and ſome goods he bought in order to furniſh 
it; but before that, he was obliged to pay about 
ſeventy pound of the money, to diſcharge little 
debts which he had contracted in his apprenticeſhip, 
(viz.) at two or three ale-houſes for bak and eat- 
ables, treats and junkettings; to taylors and barbers 
for clothes and long perukes, at the ſeamſtreſſes for 
fine holland-ſhirts, turn-overs, white gloves, &c. to 
make a Beau of him, and at ſeveral other places. 
Wren he came to dip into this, and found that 
it wanted ſtill thirty or forty pound to equip him 


for the company which he had learn'd to keep, he 
took care to do that part firſt , and being delighted 
with his new dreſs, and how like a gentleman he 
look'd, he was reſolv'd, before he open'd ſhop, to 
take his ſwing a little in the Town; ſo away he 
went with two of his neighbour's apprentices to 
the Play-houſe, thence to a tavern, not far from 
his dwelling, there they fell to cards, and fat up all 
night, and thus they ſpent about a fortnight; the 

reſt juſt creeping 1nto their maſter's houſes, by 
the connivance of their fellow-ſervants, and he get- 
ring a bed in the tavern, where what he ſpent to be 
fure made them willing enough to Oblige him for 
3 that is to fay, to encourage him to ruin 

m 


Tuner 


— — 


Tux r then chang'd their courſe indeed, and went 
to the Ball, and that neceſſarily kept them out the 
moſt part of the night, always having their ſup- 

dreſs'd at the Tavern at their return: Thus, in 


Th words, he went on till he made way thro' 
all the remaining money he had left, and was obliged 
pc. 3 t 


to call his ogether and Break, before he 
fo much as open d his ſhop; I ſay, his creditors, 
for great part of the goods which he had furniſh'd 


his ſhop with were unpaid for; perhaps ſome 


few might be bought with ready money. | 
Tas man indeed is the — tradeſman that ever 
I met with, that ſet up and broke before his ſhop 
was open; others I have indeed known make very 
quick work of it. 5; 

Bur this part rather belongs to another head. I 
am at preſent not talking of madmey, as I hope in- 


| deed I am not writing to madmen, but I am talk- 
WE tradeſmen undone by lawful things, and by 


what they call innocent and harmleſs things; ſuch 
as riding abroad, or walking abroad to take the 
air, and to divert themſelves, dogs, gun, coun- 
try- ſport, and city - recreation; theſe things are cer- 
tainly law ſul, and in themſelves very innocent; nay, 


to ſome they may be needful for health, and to give 


a relaxation to the mind hurried with too much Bu- 
ſineſs; but the needfulneſs of them is ſo much made 


an excuſe, and the exceſs of them is ſo injurious 


to the Tradeſman's buſineſs and to his time, which 
ſhould be fer apart for his ſhop and his trade, that 
there are not a few tradeſmen thus lawfully ruin'd, 
as I may call it, every day; in a word, lawtul or un- 
hw ful, their ſhop is neglected, their buſineſs goes 
behind hand, and tis all one to the ſubject of Break- 
ing, and to the creditor, whether the man was un- 
done by being a knave, or by being a fool; tis all 
one, whether he loſt his trade by ſcandalous im- 
moral negligence, or by ſober or religious negli- 

| IN 
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In a word, Buſineſs languiſhes;* while the Tradeſ- 
man is abſent, and neglects it, be it for his health 
or for his pleaſure, be it in good company or in bad, 
be it from a good or an ill deſign ; and if the buſt- 
neſs languiſhes, the Tradeſman will not be long be- 

fore he languiſhes too ; for nothing can ſupport the 
Tradeſman but the ſupporting his trade by a due at- 
tendance and application, 


Jan, qc. 
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LETTER MX 


Of Extravagant and Expenſive Living; 
another ſtep to a Tradeſman's alſaſter. 


SIR, 


JITHERTO I have written to you of 
tradeſmen ruin'd by lawful and innocent di- 
verſions; and indeed theſe are ſome of the moſt 
dangerous Pits for a Tradeſman to fall into, becauſe 
men are ſo apt to be inſenſible of the danger; a ſhip 
may as well be loſt in a calm ſmooth ſea, and an eaſy 
fair gale of wind, as in a ſtorm, if they have no 
pilot, or the pilot be ignorant or unwary ; and Diſ- 

aſters of that nature happen as frequently as an 
others, and are as fatal; when rocks are apparent, 
and the pilot (bold and wilful) runs directly upon 
them, without fear or wit, we know the fate of 
the ſhip, it muſt periſh, and all that are in it will 
inevitably be loſt; but in a ſmooth ſea, a bold 
ſhoar, an eaſy gale, the unſeen rocks or ſhoals are 
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the only dangers, and nothing can hazard them, but 
the unskilfulneſs of the pilot: and thus it is in 
trade; open debaucheries and extravagances, and a 
profuſion of expence, as well as a general contempt 


of buſineſs, theſe are open and current roads to a. 


Tradeſman's deſtruction; but a ſilent going on, in 
purſuit of innocent pleaſures, a ſmooth and calm, 
but certain negle& of his ſhop, and time, and bu- 
ſineſs, will as effectually and as ſurely ruin the 
Tradeſman as the other; and tho' the means are not 
ſo ſcandalous, the effect is as certain. But I proceed 
to the other. | | 
NexT to immoderate pleaſures, the Tradeſman 
ought to be warn'd againſt immoderate expence. 
This is a terrible article, and more particularly ſo to 
the tradeſman, as cuſtom has now, (as it were on 
purpoſe for their undoing) introduc'd a general habit 
of, and as it were a general inclination among all 
forts of people to an expenſive way of living; to 
which might be added a kind of neceſſity of it; 
for that even with the greateſt prudence and fruga- 
lity a man cannot now ſupport a family with the 
ordinary expence, which the ſame family might have 
been maintain'd with ſome few years ago: there is 
now, 1. a weight of taxes upon almoſt all the ne- 
ceſſaries of life, bread and fleſh excepted, as coals, 
ſalt, malt, candles, ſoap, leather, hops, wine, fruit, 
and all foreign conſumptions. 2. A load of pride 
upon the remper of the nation, which in ſpight of 
taxes and the unuſual dearneſs of every thing, yet 
prompts people to a profuſion in their expences. | 
| Tis is not fo properly called 4 tax upon the 
tradeſmen; I think rather, it may be called a plague 


tipon them ; for there is firſt the dearneſs of every 


neceſſary thing to make living expenſive ; and ſe- 
condly, an unconquerable averſion to any reſtraint : 


ſo that the poor will be like the rich, and the rich 


like 4he great, and the great like the greateſt ; = 
ET 20 | thus 
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thus the world runs on to a kind of diſtraction ar 
this time; here it will end, time muſt diſcover. . 
Now, for the Tradeſman I ſpeak of, if he will 
Thrive, he muſt reſolve to begin as he can go o; 
aud if he does fo, in a word he muſt reſolve to live 
more under reſtraint than ever tradeſmen of his claſs 
uſed to do; for every neceſſary thing being, as [ 
have ſaid, grown dearer than before, he muſt entire- 
ly omit all the enjoyment of the unneceſſaries which 
he might have allow'd himſelf before, or perhaps be 
obliged to an expence beyond the income of his trade; 
and in either of theſe caſes he has a great hardſhip 
upon him. | 

Wu I talk of immoderate expences, I muſt be 
underſtood not yet to mean the extravagances of 
wickedneſs and debancheries z there are ſo many ſo- 
ber extravagances, and ſo many grave ſedate ways 
for a Tradeſman's ruin, and they are ſo much more 
dangerous than thoſe hair-brain'd deſperate ways of 
gaming and whoring, that I think tis the beſt ſer- 
vice I can do the Tradeſman to lay before him thoſe 
ſunck, rocks (as the ſeamen call them) thoſe ſecret 
dangers in the firſt place, that they may know how 
to avoid them ; and as for the other common ways, 
common diſcretion will ſupply them with cauti- 
on for thoſe, and their ſenſes will be their pro- 
tection. | : 

Tus dangers to the tradeſmen, who I am dire&- 
ing my ſelf to, are from lawful things, and ſuch as 
before are call'd innocent ; for I am ſpeaking to the 
ſober part of tradeſmen, who yet are often ruin'd 
and overthrown in trade; and perhaps as many ſuch 
miſcarry, as of the mad and extravagant, particular- 
ly becauſe their number far exceeds them. Expen- 

ive living is a kind of flow Fever; it is not ſo open, . | 
ſo threat'ning and dangerous, as the ordinary diſtem- ' 
per which goes by chat name; but it preys "—_ 
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the ſpirits, and, when its degrees are encreas d to an 
height, is as fatal and as ſure to kill as the other: 
tis a ſecret enemy, that feeds upon the vitals ; and 
when it has gone its full length, and the languiſhing 
Tradeſman is weaken'd in his ſolid part, I mean his 
ſock, then it overwhelms him at once. ban 

Exy-NSsIv living feeds upon the life and blood 
of the Tradeſman; for it eats into the two moſt 
eſſential branches of his trade, namely, his credit, 
and his caſh ; the firſt is its triumph, and the laſt is 
its food: nothing goes out to cheriſh the exorbi- 
tance, but the immediate money; expences ſeldom 
go on Truſt, they are generally ſupplied and ſup- 
ported with ready money, whatever are not. 

Tuis expenſive way of living conſiſts in ſeveral 
_ which are all indeed in their degree ruinous 
to the Tradeſman ; ſuch as * 

1. ExPENSIVE houſe- keeping, or family extrava- 
gance. 3 . 
2. ExXPENSIVE dreſſing, or extravagance © 

fine cloaths. | os 

3. ExyEensivs company, or keeping company a- 
bove himſelf. _ f 2 3 2 

4. ExPENSIVE equipages, making a ſhew 
oſtentation of 3 — world. 5 

I might take them all in bulk, and ſay, what has 
a young Tradeſman to do with theſe ? and yet where 
is there a Tradeſman now to be found, who is not 
more or leſs guilty ? it is, as I have ſaid, the gene- 
ral vice of the times; the whole nation are more or 
leſs in the crime; what with neceſſity and inclina- 
tion, where is the man or he family that lives as 
fuch families uſed -- nw * | £ | 

IN ſhort, us and frugality is quite 
out of — ad he ha goes * fer up 
for the practice of it, muſt mortify every thing 
about him that has the leaſt tinRure of frugality ; 
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tis the mode to live high, to ſpend more than we 
get, to neglect trade, contemn care and concern, and 
go on without forecaſt, or without conſideration; 
and in conſequence tis the mode to go on to ex- 
tremity, to Break, become Bankrupts and Beggars, 
and ſo going off of the trading ſtage, leave it open 
for others to come after us, and do the ſame. 
To begin with Houſe-keeping. I have already 
hinted, that every thing belonging to the family- 
ſubſiſtence bears 4 higher price thag uſual, I may ſay, 
than ever: at the ſame time I can neither midline 
to prove that there is more got by ſelling, or more 
ways to get it, I mean to a Tradeſman, than there 
was formerly; the conſequence then mult be, that 
the tradeſmen do not grow rich faſter than former- 
ly; at leaſt we may venture to ſay this of tradeſ- 
men and their families, comparing them with former 
titnes, namely, that there is not more got, and L 
am ſatisfied there is leſs laid up, than was then; or 
if you will have it, that tradeſmen ger leſs and 
| ſpend more than they ever did, how they ſhould be 
richer than they were in thoſe times, is very hard 
to ſay. 
Tur all things are dearer than formerly to a 
houſe-keeper, needs little demonſtration ; the taxes 
neceſſarily infer it from the weight of them, and the 
number of the things charged; for beſides the things 
enumerated above, we find all articles of Foreign 
importation are increaſed in value to the conſumer 
by the high duties = — * 4 ſuch as e 
eſpeci ne linen; filk, eſpecially foreign wrought 
A et all things eatable, Sinkebls and — 
ble, are made heavy to us by high and exorbitant 
cuſtoms and exciſes; as brandies, tobacco, ſugar; 
deals and timber for building; oil, wine, ſpice, raw 
ſilks, callicoes, chocolate, coffee, tea; on ſome of 
theſe the duties are more than doubled: and yet 
that which is moſt obſervable is, that ſuch is the 
e expen- 
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expenſive humour of the times, that not a family, 
no, hardly of the meaneſt tradeſmen, bur treat their 
friends with wine, or punch, or fine ale; and have 
their parlours ſet off with the Tea-table and the cho- 
colate- pot; treats and liquors all exotick, foreign 
and new among tradeſmen, and terrible articles 1n 
their modern expences ; which have nothing to be 
ſaid for them, either as to the expence of them, or 
the helps to health which they boaſt of : on the 
contrary, they procure us Rheumatick bodies, and 
conſumprive purſes, and can no way paſs with me 
for neceſſaries: but being needleſs, they add to the 
expence, by ſending us to the phyſicians and apothe- 
caries to cure the breaches which they make in our 
health, and are themſelves the very worſt fort of ſu- 
uities. | | 

Bur I come back to Neceſſaries; and even in 
them family-expences are extremely riſen ; pro- 
proviſions are higher rated ; nothing of provi- 
ſions, that I know of, except only bread, mutton, 
and fiſh, but which are made dearer than ever; 
Houſe-rent, in almoſt all the cities and towns of 
note in England, is exceſſively and extremely dearer ; 
and that in ſpite of ſuch innumerable buildings as 
we ſee almoſt every where rais'd up, as well in the 
country as at London, and the parts adjacent. | 

ADD to the rents of houſes, the wages of ſer- 
vants. A tradeſman, be he ever ſo much inclin'd 
to good husbandry, cannot always do his kitchen- 
work himſelf, ſuppoſe him a batchelor ; or can his 
wife, ſuppoſe him married, and ſuppoſe her to have 
brought him any portion, be his bedfellow and his 
cook too: theſe maid-ſervants then are to be conſi- 
der'd, and are an exceeding tax upon houſe-keepers ; 
thoſe who were formerly hired at three pounds to 
four pounds a year wages, now demand five, fix, 
and eight pounds a year ; nor do they double any 
thing upon us but their wages and their * — 


Engliſh Tradeſman. 115 


inſtead of doing more work for their advance of 
wages, they do leſi: and the ordinary work of fami- 
lies cannot now be performed by the ſame number 
of maids, which in ſhort is a tax upon the upper 
ſort of tradeſmen, and contributes very often to their 
diſaſters, by the extravagant keeping three or four 
maid-ſervants in a houſe, nay, ſometimes five, where 
two formerly were thought ſufficient. This very 
extravagance is ſuch, that talking lately with a man 
very well experienced in this matter, he told me he 
had been making his calculations on that very parti- 
cular ; and he found by compuration, that the num- 
ber of ſervants kept by all forts of people, tradeſ- 
men as well as others, was ſo much encreaſed, that 
there are in London, and the towns within ten miles 
of it, take ir every way, above an hundred thou- _ 
ſand more maid-ſervants and foot-men, at this time 
in place, than uſed to be in the ſame compaſs of 
ground thirty years ago; and that their wages a- 
mounted to above forty ſhillings a head per annum, 
more than the wages of the like number of ſervants 
did amount to at the ſame length of time paſt ; the 
advance to the whole body amounting to no leſs 
than to two hundred thouſand pounds a year. 
INDEED it is not eaſy to gueſs what the expence 
of wages to ſervants amounts to in a year, in this 
nation; and conſequently we cannot eaſily determine 
what the encreaſe of that expence amounts to in 
England, but certainly it muſt riſe to many hundred 
thouſand pounds a year in the whole. 
Tux tradeſmen bear their ſhare of this expence, 
and indeed too great a ſhare, very ordinary tradeſ- 
men in London keeping at leaſt two maids, and ſome 
more, and ſome a foot-man or two beſides ; for tis 
an ordinary thing to ſee the tradeſmen and ſhop» 
keepers of London keep footmen, as well as the gen- 
tlemen; witneſs the infinite number of Blue live- 
ries, which are ſo common now, that they are cal- 
n 1d 
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led the tradeſmens liveries; and few gentlemen care to 
give Blue to their ſervants for that very reaſon. 
Ix proportion to their ſervants, the tradeſmen 
now keep their Tables; which are alſo advanced in 
their proportion of expence to other things : the 
truth is, that Citizens and tradeſmens tables are now 
the emblems, not of plenty, but of luxury, not o 
good houſe-keeping, but of profuſion, and that of 
the higheſt kind of extravagancies ; inſomuch, that 
it was the opinion of a gentleman lately who had 
been not a traveller only, but a nice obſerver of 
ſuch things abroad, that there is at this time more 
waſte of proviſions in England, than in any other na- 
tion in the world, of equal extent of ground; and 
that England conſumes for their whole ſubſiſtence 
more fleth than half Europe beſides ; that the beg- 
gars of London, and within ten miles round it, eat 
more white bread than the whole kingdom of Scot- 
land; and the like. 

Bur this is an obſervation only, tho' I believe 
*tis very juſt; I am bringing it in here only as an 
example of the dreadful profuſion of this age; and 
how an extravagant way of expenſive living, per- 
fectly negligent of all degrees of frugality or good 
husbandry, is the reigning vice of the people: I 
could enlarge upon it, oF very much to the pur- 
poſe here, but I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak of it 
again. | 
57 HE Tradeſman, who I am ſpeaking to by way 
of direction, will not, I hope, think this the way 
for. him to thrive, or find it for his convenience to 
fall in with this common height of living, at leaſt 
not preſently, in his beginning; if he comes gra- 
dually into it after he has gotten ſomething conſi- 
derable to lay by, 7 ſay, if he does it then, tis early 
enough, and he may be ſaid to be inſenſibly drawn 
into it by the neceſſity of the Times; becauſe, 
forſooth, tis a receiv'd notion, We muſt be like other 
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folks : T ſay, if he does fall into it then, when he 
will pretend he cannot help it, tis better than worſe ; 
and if he can afford it, well and good; but to be- 
in thus, to ſet up at this rate, when he firſt looks 
into the world, 1 can only ſay this, he that begins 
in ſuch a manner, twill not be difficult to gueſs 
where he will end: for a Tradeſman's pride certain» 
ly precedes his deſtruction, and an expenſive living 
goes before his fall. 
Wr are ſpeaking now to a Tradeſman, who, tis 
ſuppos'd, mult live by his buſineſs; a young man 
who ſets up a ſhop, or warehouſe, and expects to 


get money; one that would be a rich Tradeſman, - 


rather than a poor, fine, 5 man ; a grave citizen, 
not a peacock's feather : for he that ſets up for a Sir 
Fopling Flutter, inſtead of a compleat Tradeſman, is 
not to be thought capable of reliſhing this diſcourſe; 
neither does this diſcourſe reliſh him ; for ſuch men 


ſeem to be among the incurables, and are rather fit 


for an hoſpital of fools ( /o the French call our Bed- 
lam) than to undertake trade, and enter upon buſi- 
neſs. 

TRADE 1s not a Ball, where le appear in 
Maſque, and act a part to make 2 — 
ſtrive to ſeem what they really are not, and to think 
themſelves beſt dreſt when they are leaſt known: 
but tis a plain viſible ſcene of honeſt life, ſhewn 
beſt in its native appearance, without diſguiſe; ſup- 
Dorted by prudence and frugality ; and like ſtrong, 
tiff, clay land, grows fruitful only by good huſ- 
bandry, culture and manuring. 

A Tradeſman dreſt up fine, with his long wig 
and ſword, may go to the Ball when he pleaſes, for 
he is already dreſs d up in the Habit; like a piece 
of counterfeit money, he is braſs waſh'd over with 
filver, and no Tradeſman will take him for current ; 
with money in his hand, indeed, he may go to the 
merchant's warchouſe and buy any thing, but no 
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theſe would have profuſion ; if thoſe had enoug 
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body will deal with him without it: he may write 
upon his edg'd hat, as a certain Tradeſman did whom 
I knew, after having been once broke and ſet up 
again, I neither give nor take credit; in which he 
was right, for he could truſt no body, becauſe no 
body would truſt him: and as others ſet up in 
their ſhops, No truſt by retale, ſo he may fay, No 
truſt by wholeſale. In ſhort, thus equip'd, he is tru- 
ly a Tradeſman in maſquerade, and muſt paſs for 
ſuch wherever he is known. How long it may be 
before his dreſs and he may ſuit, is not hard to 
gueſs. | 

- Soms will have it that this expenſive way of 
living began among the tradeſmen firſt ; that is ro 
ſay, among the citizens of London; and that their 
eager reſolv'd purſuit of that empty and meaneſt 
kind of pride, call'd imitation, viz. to look like 
the Gentry, and appear above themſelves, drew them 
Into it. It has indeed been a fatal cuſtom, but it 
has been too long a city vanity ; if men of quality 
liv'd like themſelves, men of no quality would ſtrive 
to live, not like themſelves : 10 thoſe had 2 


theſe would have exceſs; if thoſe had what was 
ood, theſe would have what was rare and exotick ; 
"mean as to ſeaſon, and conſequently Dear. And 
this is one of the ways that has worn out ſo many 
tradeſmen before their time. | 
Tris extravagance, where-e' er it began, had its 
firſt riſe among thoſe ſorts of tradeſmen, who ſcorn- 
ing the ſociety of their ſhops and cuſtomers, apply- 
ed themſelves to rambling to courts and plays; kept 
company above themſelves, and ſpent their hours 
in ſuch company as liv'd always above them ; this 
could not but bring great expence along with it; 
and that expence would not be confined to the bare 
keeping ſuch company abroad, but ſoon art | 
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ſelf in living like them at home, whether the tradeſ- 


men could ſupport it or no, | 

KzerinNG high company abroad, certainly brings 
on viſitings and high treatings at home; and theſe 
are attended with coſtly furniture, rich clothes, and 
dainty tables: how theſe things agree with a Tradeſ- 
man's income, tis eaſy to ſuggeſt ;- and that in 
ſhort, theſe meaſures have ſent ſo many tradeſmen 
to the Mint, and to the Fleet, where I am witneſs 
to it that they have ſtill carried on their expenſive 
living, till they have come at laſt to ſtarving and 
miſery; but have been ſo uſed to it, they could 
not abate it, or at leaſt not quite leave it off, though 
they wanted the money to pay for it. | 

No is the expenſive dreſſing a light Tax upon 
tradeſmen, as it is now come up to an excels nor 
formerly known among them; and tho” it is true 
that this particularly reſpects the ladies, (for the 
tradeſmens wives now claim that title, as they do 
by their dreſs claim the appearance,) yet to do 
juſtice ro them, and not to load the women with 
the reproach, as if it was wholly theirs, it muſt 
be acknowledged, the men have their ſhare in 
dreſs, as the times go now, tho” it is true, not 
ſo antick and gay as in former days; but do we not 
ſee fine wigs, fine holland ſhirts. of fix to ſeven 
ſhillings an ell, and perhaps lac'd alſo; all lately 
OE down to the level of the apron, and be- 
come the common wear of tradeſmen; nay, I 
may ſay of tradeſmens apprentices, and that in 
— 2 manner as was never known in England be- 

ore? 

Ir the Tradeſman is thriven, and can ſupport this 
and his credit too, that makes the caſe differ, tho? 
even then it cannot be ſaid to be ſuitable; but for a 
Tradeſman t0 begin thus, is very imprudent, becauſe 
the expence of this, as / ſaid before, drains the very 
Yfe-blood of his trade, taking away bus ready money 
| $4- © only, 
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only, and SE no return, but the worſt of re- 


turn, poverty and reproach ; and in caſe of miſcar- 
riage, infinite ſcandal and offence. MP 
I am loth to make any part of my writing a fa- 
tyr upon the women ; nor indeed does the extra- 
vagance either of dreſs or houſe-keeping, lie all, or 
always, at the door of the tradeſmens wives; the 
husband is often the prompter of it ; at leaſt he does 
"not let his wife into the detail of his Circumſtances, 
he does not make her miſtreſs of her own condi- 
tion; but either flatters her with notions of his 
wealth, his profits, and his flouriſhing circumſtan- 
ces, and ſo the innocent woman ſpends high and 
lives great, believing that ſhe is in a condition to 
afford it, and that bis husband 1 of it; at 
leaſt he does not offer to retrench or reſtrain her, 
but lets her go on, and indeed goes on with her, 
to the ruin of both. 
I cannot but mention one thing here (tho' I pur- 
poſe to give you one diſcourſe on that ſubject by it 
ſelf) namely, the great and indiſpenſible obligation 
there is upon a tradeſman always to acquaint his 
wife with the truth of his circumſtances, and not 
to let her run on in ignorance, till ſhe falls with 
him down the precipice of an unavoidable ruin; a 
thing no prudent woman would do, and therefore 
will never take amiſs a husband's plaionefs in that par- 
ticular caſe. But I reſerve this to another place, 
becauſe I am rather directing my diſcourſe at this 
time to the Tradeſman at his beginning, and, as it 
may be ſuppoſed, unmarried. -\\ 
Lexx to the expenſive dreſſing, I place the ex- 
ſive keeping company, as one thing fatal to a 
radeſman, and which, 1f he would be a Complete 
Tradeſman, he ſhould avoid with the utmoſt dili- 
. gence. *Tis an agreeable thing to be ſeen in good 
company; for a man to ſee himſelf courted and vas 


and 


—— 
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and Diſtinction, I fay this is very pleaſing to an 


young Tradeſman, and it 1s really a ſnare whic 
a young Tradeſman, if he be à man of ſenſe, can 


very hardly refiſt : There is in it ſelf indeed no- 


thing that can be objected againſt, or is not very 
agreeable to the nature of man, and that not to his 
vicious part merely, but even to his beſt faculties; 
for who would not value himſelf upon being, as 
above, rendred acceptable to men both in ſtation and 


figure above themſelves? and it is really a piece of 


excellent adyice, which a learned man gave to his 
fon, always to keep company with men above him- 
ſelf, not with men below himſelf. 

Bur take me now to be talking, as I really am, 
not to the man merely, but to his circumſtances ; 
if he were a man of . and had the view of 
great things before him, it would hold good; but 

f he is a young Tradeſman, ſuch as I am now 
ſpeaking of, who is newly entred into buſineſs, and 
muſt depend upon his faid buſineſs for his ſub- 
ſiſtence and ſupport, and hopes to raiſe himſelf by 
it; I fay, if I am talking to ſuch an one, I mult 
ſay to him, that keeping company as above, with 
men ſuperior to himſelf in knowledge, in figure, 
and eſtate, is not his buſineſs ; for firſt, as ſuch con- 
verſation muſt neceſſarily take up a great deal of his 
time, ſo it ordinarily muſt occaſion a great expence 
of money, and both deſtructive of his proſperity ; 
nay, ſomerimes the firſt may be as fatal ro him as the 
If ; and 'tis oftentimes true in that ſenſe, of trade, 
that while by keeping company he is drawn out of 
his buſineſs, his abſence from his ſhop or warehouſe 
is the moſt fatal to him; and while he ſpends one 
crown 1n the tavern, he ſpends forty crowns worth 
of his Time; and with this difference too, which 
renders 1t the worſe to the Tradeſman, viz. that the 


the Time cannot, For example, . 


de en re 


money may be 'recovered, and gotten up again, but 
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1. PERHAPS in that very juncture a perſon comes 
to his warehouſe, ſuppoſe the Tradeſman to be a 
warehouſe-keeper, who trades by commiſhon, and 
«his perſon, being a clothier in the country, comes 
to offer him his Buſineſs, the commiſhon of which 
might have been worth to him zo to 40 or 5ol. 
per annum, but finding him abroad, or rather, not 
finding him at home, and 1n his buſineſs, goes to 
another, and fixes with him at once. I once knew 
a dealer loſe ſuch an occaſion as this for an after- 
noon's pleaſure, he being fooliſhly gone a fiſhing in- 
to Hackney-marſp. This loſs can never be reſtor'd ; 
this expence of time was a fatal expence of money 
and no tradeſmen will deny but they find many 
ſuch things as this happen in the courſe of trade, 
either to themſelves, or others. 

2. ANOTHER Tradeſman is invited to dinner by 
bis great friend; for I am now ſpeaking chiefly upon 
the ſubject of keeping high company, and what the 
Tradeſman ſometimes ſuffers by it; it may be true, 
that there he finds a moſt noble entertainment, the 
2 of quality, and that profeſſes a friendſhip for 

im, treats him with infinite reſpect, is fond of 
him, makes him welcome as a Prince; for I am 
ſpeaking of the acquaintance as really valuable and 
8 in it ſelf; but then, ſee it in its conſequences; 
the Tradeſman on this occaſion miſſes his Change; 
that is, omits going to the Exchange for that one 
day only, and not being found there, a merchant 
with whom he was in treaty for a large parcel of 
foreign goods, which would _ been to his advan- 
tage to have Bought, ſells them to another more di- 
ligent man in the fame way; and when he comes 
home, he finds to his great mortification, that he 
has loſt a bargain that would have been worth an 
100 l. buying; and now being in want of the goods, 
he is forced to entreat his neighbour who bought 
them to part with ſome of them at a conſiderable 
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advance of price, and eſteem it a favour roo, Who 
now paid deareſt for the viſit to a perſon of figure? 
the Gentleman, or man of Quality, who perhaps 
ſpent twenty ſhillings extraordinary to give him a 
| handſome dinner, or the Tradeſman who loſt a 

bargain worth a hundred pound buying to go to 
eat it | | 

3, ANOTHER Tradeſman goes to Change in the 
ordinary courſe of his buſineſs, intending to ſpeak 
with ſome of the merchants his cuſtomers, as 1s 
uſual, and get orders for goods, or perhaps an ap- 
pointment to come to his warehouſe to buy; but a 


ſnare of the like kind falls in his way, and a couple 


of friends, who perhaps have little or no buſineſs, 
at leaſt with him, lay hold of him, and they agree 
to go off Change to the Tavern together. By com- 
plying. with this invitation, he omits ſpeaking to 
ſome of thoſe merchants, as above, who though he 
knew nothing of their minds, yet it had been his 
buſineſs to have ſhewn himſelf to them, and have 
put himſelf in the way of their call ; bur omitting 
this, he goes and drinks a bottle of wine, as above, 
and tho' he ſtays but an hour, or, as we ſay, but a 
little while, yet unluckily in that interim, the mer- 
chant, not ſeeing him on the Exchange, calls at his 
warehouſe as he goes from the Ea but not 
finding him there neither, he goes to another ware- 
houſe, and gives his orders to the value of three or 
four hundred pounds, to a more diligent neighbour 
of the ſame buſineſs; by which he (the warehouſe- 
keeper) not only loſes the profit of felling that par- 
cel, or ſerving that order, but the merchant is ſhew'd 
the way to his my e 2 warehouſe, who being 
more diligent than himſelf, fails not to cultivate his 
intereſt, obliges him with ſelling low, even to lit- 
tle or no gain, for the firſt parcel; and ſo the un- 
happy Tradeſman loſes not his ſelling that parcel 2 
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ly, but loſes the very cuſtomer, which was as it 
were his peculiar property before. . 
ALL theſe things, and many more ſuch, are the 
conſequencesof a Tradeſman's abſence from his bu- 
ſineſs; and I therefore ſay, the expence of time on 
ſuch light occaſions as theſe, is one of the worſt ſorts 
of extravagance, and the moſt fatal to the Tradeſ- 
man, becauſe really he knows not what he loſes. 
 ABove all things, the Tradeſman ſhould take 
care not te be abſent in the ſeaſon of buſineſs, as Iʒzhave 
mention'd above; for the warehouſe-keeper to be 
abſent from Change, which is his market, or from 
his warehouſe, at the times when the merchants ge- 
nerally go about to buy, he had better be abſent all 
the reſt of the day. 

I know nothing is more frequent, than for the 
Tradeſman, when company invites, or an excurſion 
from buſineſs preſſes, ro ſay, Well, come, I have 
nothing to do; here's no buſineſs to hinder, there's 
nothing neglected, I have no letters to write, and 
the like; and away he goes to take the air for the 
afternoon, or toſit and enjoy himſelf with a friend, all 
of them things innocent and lawful in themſelves ; 
but here is the criſis of a Tradeſman's proſperity, 
In that very moment buſineſs preſents, ' a valuable 
cuſtomer comes to his warehouſe to Buy, and an 
unexpected bargain offers to be fold, another calls to 
Pay money, and the like ; nay, I would almoſt fay, 

ut that I am loth to concern the Devil in more evils 
than he isa guilty of, that rhe Devil frequently draws 
a man out of his buſineſs when ſomething extraor- 
dinary 1s juſt at hand for his advantage. 

Bur not, as I have ſaid, to charge the Devil with 
what he is not guilty of, the Tradeſman is general- 
ly his own tempter ; his head runs off from his 
buſineſs by a ſecret indolence ; company, and the 
pleaſure of being well receiv'd among gentlemen, is 
a Curſed ſnare to a young Tradeſman, and carries 


3 him 
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him away from his buſineſs, for the mere-vanity of 
being careſs'd and complimented by men who mean 
no ill, and perhaps know not the miſchief they do 
to the man they ſhew reſpet to; and this. the 
oung Tradeſman cannot reſiſt, and that is in time 

kis undoing. | 

Tun Tradeſman's pleaſure ſhould be in his bu 
ſineſs, his companions ſhould be his Books, and if 
he has a family, he makes his excurſions up ſtairs, and 
no farther ; when he is there, a bell or a call brings 
him down; and while he is in his parlour, his ſhop 
or his warehouſe never miſſes him, his cuſtomers 
never go away unſerv'd, his letters never come in and 
are unanſwer d. None of my cautions aim at reſtrain- 
ing a Tradeſman from diverting himſelf, as we call 
it, with his fire-ſide, or keeping company with his 
wife and children: there are ſo few tradeſmen ruin 
themſelves that way, and ſo few ill conſequences hap- 
pen upon an uxorious temper, that I will not ſo much as 
rank it with the reſt; nor can it be juſtly call'd 
one of the occaſions of a Tradeſman's diſaſters; on 
the contrary, tis too often that the want of a due 
complacency there, the want of taking delight there, 
eſtranges the man from not his parlour only, but 
his warchouſe and ſhop, and every part of buſineſs, 
that ought to engroſs both his mind and his time. 
That Tradeſman. who does not delight in his fami- 
ly, will never long delight in his buſineſs; for as 
one great end of an honeſt Tradeſman's diligence is 
the ſupport of his family, and the providing for 
the comfortable ſubſiſtence of his wife and children ; 
ſo the very ſight of, and above all, his tender and 
affectionate care for his wife and children, is the 
ſpur of his diligence; this is it puts an edge upon 
his mind, and makes him hunt the world for buſineſs 
as eager as Hounds hunt the woods for their game: 
when he is diſpirited or diſcouraged by croſſes and 
diſappointments, and ready to lie down and * 
the 


[ 
| 


work, W 


126 The Complete 


the very fight of his —_ rouzes him again, and 
he flies to his buſineſs with a new vigour; I muſt 
follow my buſineſs, ſays he, or we mutt all ſtarve, 
my poor children muſt periſh ; in a word, he that 
not animated todiligence bythe very ſight and thought 
of his wife and children being brought to miſery 
and diſtreſs, is a kind of a deaf. adder that no muſic 
will charm, or a T#rkiſþ mute that no pity can move: 
in a word, he is a creature not to be call'd human, 
a wretch harden'd againſt all the paſſions and affec- 
tions that nature has furniſh'd other animals with; 
and as there is no rhetorick of uſe to ſuch a kind of 
man as that, fo I am not talking to ſuch a one, he 
go oo" the incurables ; for where nature cannor 

t can argument aſſiſt ? 


45 | am, &c. 
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Of the Tradeſman's marrying too 
| ſoon. 


SIR, 


T was a prudent proviſion which our anceſtors 
made in the indentures of tradeſmens apprenti- 
ces, that they ſhould not contract matrimony du- 
ring their apprenticeſhip; and they bound it with 
a penalty that was then thought ſufficient, however 
cuſtom has taken off the edge of it ſince; viz. that 
they who did thus contract matrimony ſhould for- 
feit their Indentures, that is to ſay, ſhould loſe the 


benefit of their whole ſervice, and not be made 
free. | DovsrT- 
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DovsTLEss our forefathers were better acquain- 
ted with the advantages of frugality than we are, 


and ſaw farther into the ,deſperate conſequences of” 


expenſive living in the beginning of a Tradeſman's 
ſetting out into the world than we do; at leaſt tis 
evident they ſtudied more, and practiſed more of 
the prudential part in thoſe caſes, than we do. 

Hence we find them very careful to bind their 
youth under the ſtrongeſt obligations they could, 
to temperance, modeſty, and good husbandry, as 
the grand foundations of their proſperity in trade , 
and to preſcribe to them ſuch rules and methods of 
frugality and good husbandry, as they thought 
would beſt conduce to their proſperity., 

AR theſe rules 5 was one of on chief, 
viz, that they ſhould not wed before they bad ſped : it 1s 
an old A th and ah ae but the 
meaning is evident, that a young Beginner ſhould 
never marry too ſoon; while he was a ſervant, he 
was bound from it as above, and when he had his 
liberty, he was perſuaded againſt it by all the ar- 
guments which indeed ought to prevail with a con- 
ſidering man, namely, the expences that a family 
neceſſarily would bring with it, and the care he 
* to take to be able to ſupport the expence 

ore he brought it upon himſelf. 

On this account it is, I ſay, our Anceſtors took 
more care of their youth than we now do, at leaſt, 
I think, they ſtudied more the beſt methods of 
thriving, as | were better acquainted with the ſteps 


by which a young Tradeſman * to be introduc d 


into the world than we are, and of the difficulties 
which thoſe people would neceſſarily involve them- 
ſelves in, who deſpiſing thoſe rules and methods of 
frugality, involved themſelves in the expence of 
a family before they were in a way of gaining ſuf- 
ficient to ſupport it. 

3 


A mar- 
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A married 8 always make a repented 


"Tradeſman, and thoſe ſtolen matches, 4 very few ex- 
cepted, are 2 attended with infinite broils and 
troubles, difficulties, and croſs events to carry theni . 
on at firſt by way of intrigue, to conceal them 
afterwards under fear of ſuperiours, to manage after 
that for the keeping off ſcandal, and preſerve the 
character as well of the wife as of the husband; and 
all this neceſſarily attended with a heavy expence, 
even before the young man 1s out of his time ; be- 
fore he has ſet a foot forward, or gotten a ſhillin 
in the world; fo that all this expence is out of 
his original ſtock, even before he gets it, and is a fad 
draw-back upon him when it comes. 

Navy, this unhappy and Dirty part is often attended 
with worſe conſequences ſtill ; for this expencecoming 
upon him while he is but a ſervant, and while his porti- 
on, or whatever it is to be called, is not yet come into 
his hand, he is driven to terrible exigences to ſupply it; 
if his circumſtances are mean, 21 his trade mean, 
he is frequently driven to wrong his maſter, and rob 
his ſhop, or his TILL for money, if he can come 
at it; and this, as it begins in madneſs, generally 
ends in deſtruction; for often he is diſcover'd, ex- 
pos'd, and perhaps puniſh'd, and ſo the man is un- 
done before he begins,; if his circumſtances are 
good, and he has friends that are able, and expecta- 
tions that are conſiderable, then his expence is ſtill 
the greater, and ways and means are found out, or 
at leaſt look'd for to ſupply the expence, and con- 
ceal the fact, that his friends may not know of it, 
*rill he has gotten the bleſſing he expects into his 
hands, and is put in a way to ſtand upon his own 
legs; and then it comes out with a great many griev- 
ing aggravations to a Parent to find himſelf trick'd 
and defeared in the expectations of his ſon's marry- 
ing handſomly, and to his advantage; inſtead of 
which he is oblig'd to receive a Diſhclout for a 

daughter 


* 


14 


race of Beggars, and yet perhaps as haughty, as 


inſolent, and as expenſive, as if ſhe hid bleſs d the 


family with a Lady of fortune, and brought a fund 


with her to have ſupported the charge of her po- 


ſter ity. 


WHen this happens, the poor young mari's caſe 


is really deplorable : before he is out of his time, 
and while he nouriſhes his new ſpouſe in the dark, 
he is oblig'd to borrow of friends, if he has any, on 
pretence his father does not make him a ſufficient al- 
lowance, or he intrenches upon his maſter's caſh, 
which perhaps, he b:ing the eldeſt apprentict, is in his 
hands; and this he does, depending that when he is 
out of his time, and his father gives him wherewith 
to ſet up, he will make good the deficiency, and all 
this happens accordingly ; ſo that his reputation as 
to his maſter is preſerv'd, and he comes off clear as 
to diſhoneſty in bis truſt, 

Bur what a fad chaſm does it make in his for- 
tune! I knew a certain young Tradeſman, whoſe 
father knowing nothing of his ſon's meaſures, gave 
him 20001. to ſet up with, ſtraining himſelf to the 
utmoſt for the well introducing his fon into the 
world; but who, when he came to ſet up, having 


near a year before married the ſervant-maid of the 


houſe, and kept her privately at a great expence, 
had above fix bonded. pounds of his ſtock already 


waſted and ſunk, before he began for himſelf; the 


conſequence of which was, that going in partner 
with another young man, who had likewiſe 2000 J. 
ro begin 4 he was, inſtead of a half of the 
profits, obliged to make a private article to accept of 
a third of the trade ; and the beggar wife proving 
more expenſive by far than the partner's wife, (who 
married afterwards, and doubled his fortune) the 
firſt young man was oblig'd to quit the trade, and 
with his remaining ſtock ſer up by himſelf; in 

8 - . which 
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daughter in law, and ſce his family propagated by £ 
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wy hich caſe his expences continuing, and his ſtock 
| being inſufficient, he ſunk gradually, and then Broke 
and died poor: In a word, he broke the heart of 
his father, waſted what he had, could never reco- 
ver it, and at laſt it broke his own heart too. 
Bur [I ſhall bring it a little farther. Suppoſe 
the youth not to act ſo groſly neither; not to marry 
in his apprenticeſhip, not to be forced to keep a 
wife in the dark, and eat zhe bread he never got; 
bur ſuppoſe him to be entred upon the world, that 
he has ſer up, open'd ſhop, or fitted up his ware- 
houfe, and he is ready to begin his trade ; the next 
thing in the ordinary courſe of the world at this time 
is a wife ; nay, I have met with ſome Parents, who 
have been indifcreet enough themſelves to prompt 
their ſons to marry as ſoon as they are ſet up; and 
the reaſon they give for it is, the wickedneſs of 
the age, that youth are drawn in a hundred verb 
to ruinous matches or debaucheries, and are fo eaſily 
ruin'd by the meer looſeneſs of their circumſtances, 
that tis needful to marry them to keep them ar 
home, to preſerve them diligent, and bind them 
down cloſe to their buſineſs. | 
THrs, be it juſt or not, is a bad cure of an ill 
diſeaſe; ir 1s ruining the young man's fortune to 
make hun ſober, and making him a flave for life to 
make. him diligent; be it that the wife he ſhall 
"marry is a ſober, frugal, houſewifely woman, and 
that nothing is to be laid to her charge, but the 
meer neceſſary addition of a family expence, and 
that with the utmoſt moderation ; yet at the beſt 
he cripples his fortune, fock-ſtarves his buſmeſi, and 
brings a great expence upon himſelf at firſt, be- 
fore by his ſucceſs in trade he had laid up ſtock 
enough to ſupport the charge. 2 | 
Firms, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that at his be- 
ginning in the world he cannot expect to get fo 
good a portion with a wife, as he might — 


— — — 
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had been ſet up a few years, and by his dili 
and frugality jotn'd to a ſmall expence * 
ing had increas d both his ſtock in trade, and the 
trade itſelf ; then he would be able to look forward 
boldly, and would have ſome pretence for inſiſting 
on a fortune, when he could make out his improve- 
ments in trade, and ſhew, that he was both able to 
maintain a wife, and able to live without her : when 
a young Tradeſman in Holland or Ge goes a 
courting, I am told, the firſt queſtion the young 
woman asks of him, or perhaps her friends for her is, 
Are you able ro pay the charges* that is to lay in Exg- 
liſh, Are you able to keep a wife when you have 
got her? the queſtion is a little Gothic indeed, and 
would be but a kind of groſs way of receiving a 
lover here, according to our Exgliſh good breeding; 
but there is a great deal of reaſon in the enquiry, 4 | 
 mſt be confeſs d; and he that is not able to pay rhe 

charges, ſhould never begin the journey; for be 
the wife what ſhe will, the very ſtate of life, that 
naturally attends the marrying a woman, brings with 
it an expence fo very conſiderable, that a Tradeſ- 
man ought to conſider very well of it before he 


CS, 1 , : ' 

Bur it is to be obſerv'd too, that abundance of 
young tradeſmen, eſpecially in England, not only - 
marry early, but by the ſo marrying they are obliged 
to take up with much leſs fortunes in their haſte, 
than when they allow themſelves longer time of 
conſideration ; as it ſtands now, le ſpeaking, 
the wife and the ſhop make their firſt ſhew together; 
but how few of theſe early marriages ſucceed ? how 
hard ſuch a Tradeſman finds it to ſtand and ſupport the 
weight that attends ir, I appeal to the experience of 
thoſe, who having taken this wrong ſtep, and be- 
ing with difficulty got over it, are yet good judges 
of that particular circumſtance in others that come 


after them. | 
K 2 I know 
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I know *tis a common cry that is rais'd againſt 
the woman, when her husband miſcarries, namely, 
that tis the wife has ruin'd him: it is true, in ſome 
particular caſes it may be ſo, but in general tis 
wrong placed; they may ſay marrying has ruin'd 
the man, when they cannot ſay his wife has done 
it; for the woman was not in fault, but her husband. 
Wu a Tradeſman marries, there are _—y 
conſequences, I mean of expences, which the wife 
ought not to be charg'd with, and cannot be made 
accountable for; ſuch as, firff, furniſhing the houſe ; 
and let this be done with the utmoſt plainneſs, fo as 
to be decent, yet it muſt be done; and this calls 
for ready money, and that ready money by ſo much 
diminiſhes his ſtock in trade; nor is the wife at all 
to be charg'd in this caſe, unleſs ſhe either put him 
to more N than was needful, or ſhew'd herſelf 
diiſſatisfy'd with things needful, and requir'd extra- 
vagant gaiety and expence: ſeronahy, ſervants ; if the 
man was frugal before, it may be he ſhifted with a 
ſhop, and a ſervant in it, an apprentice, or journey- 
man, or perhaps without one at firſt, and a lodgin 
for himſelf, where he kept no other ſervant, and 
his expences went on ſmall and eaſy ; or, if he was 
| obliged to take a houſe becauſe of his buſineſs and 
| the ſituation of his ſhop, he then either let of 
{ the houſe out to lodgers, keeping himſelf a c 
| in it, or at the worſt left it Auf mmi d and with- 
out any one but a maid- ſervant to dreſs his victuals, 
and keep the houſe clean; and thus he goes on while 
a Batchelor, with a middling expence at moſt. 
Bur when he brings home a wife, beſides the 
| furniſhing his houſe, he muſt have a formal houſe- 
keeping, even at the very firſt; and, as children 
come on, more ſervants, that is, maids or nurſes, 
that are as neceſſary as the bread he eats ; eſpecially 
if he multiplies apace, as he ought to ſuppoſe he 
may ; in this caſe let the wite be frugal and ma- 
| ; nagings 


| 
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- aging, let her be unexceptionable in her expence, 
8 15 man finds his Sw mount high, ov per- 

Lack too high for his gertings, notwithſtanding the 

additional ſtock obtain'd by her portion; and what 

is the end of this but inevitable decay, and at laſt 

poverty and ruin? 

Nax the more the woman is blameleſs, the more 
certain is his overthrow ; for if it was an expence 
that was extravagant and unneceſſary, and that his 
wife ran him out by her high living and gatety, he 
might find ways to retrench, to take up in time, 
and prevent the miſchief that is in view; a woman 
may with kindneſs and juſt reaſoning be eaſily con- 
vinced, that her husband cannot maintain ſuch an 
expence, as ſhe now lives at; and let tradeſmen ſay. 
what they will, and endeavour to excuſe themſelves as 
much as they will, by loading their wives with the 
blame of their miſcarriage, as I have known ſome 
do, and as old father AbAu, h in another caſe, 
did before them, I muſt ſay ſo much in the wo- 
man's behalf at a venture; it will be very hard to 
make me believe that any woman, that was not fit 
for Bedlam, if her husband truly and timely repre- 
ſented his caſe to her, and how far he was or was 
not able to maintain the expence of their way of 
living, would not comply with her husband's cir- 
cumſtances, and retrench her expences, rather than 
go on for a while, and come to poverty and miſery : 
Let then the Tradeſman lay it early and ſeriouſly 
before his wife, and with kindneſs and plainneſs te 
her his circumſtances, or never let him prerend to 
charge her with being the cauſe of his ruin; let him 
tell + how great his annual expence is; for a wo- 
man who receives what ſhe wants as ſhe wants it, 
that only takes it with one hand, and hays it out 
with another, does not, and perhaps cannot, always 
keep an account, or caſt up how much it comes to 
by the years let her huoband, therefore, T. ell 

| K 3 her 
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year his __— expences amounted to fo much, ſay 
4 a 


that this added to the 89 J. run out la 
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her honeſtly how much his expence for her and himſelf” 
amounts to yearly ; and tell her as honeſtly, that it 
is too much for him, that his income in trade will 
not anſwer it; that he goes backward, and the laſt 


oo l. (for that is but an ordinary ſum now for a. 
Tradeſman to fpend, whatever it has been eſteem'd 
formerly) and that his whole trade, tho' he made no 
bad debts, and had no loſſes, brought him in but 
320 J. the whole year, ſo that he was 80 / that year 
a worſe man than he was before; that this coming 
year he had met with a heavy loſs already, having 

ad a ſhop-keeper in the country broke in his debr 
200 l. and that he offer'd but eight ſhillings in the 
pound, ſo that he ſhould loſe 1201. by him, and 

year came 
to 2001. and that if they went on thus, they ſhould 
be ſoon reduc'd. y 
War could the woman ſay to ſo reafonable a 
diſcourſe, if ſhe was a woman of any ſenſe, but te 
reply, ſhe would do any thing that lay in her power 
to aſſiſt him, and if her way of living was too fron 
for him to ſupport, ſhe would leſſen it in any t ing | 
ſhe could, as he ſhould direct, and as much as he 


thought was reaſonable ?* and thus going hand in 
hand, ſhe and he together abating what reaſon re- 


quir'd, they might bring their expences within the 
compaſs of their gettings, and be able to go on a- 

gain comfortably. | 
BuT now, when the man finding his expences 
greater than his income, and yet when he looks into 
thoſe expences finds that his wife is frugal too, and 
induſtrious, and applies diligently to the managing 
her family, and bringing up her children, ſpends no- 
thing idly, faves every thing that can be ſav'd, that 
inſtead of keeping too many ſervants, ſhe is a ſer- 
yant to every her ſelf ; and that in ſhort, when 
he makes the friſt examination, he finds ſhe lays 
' "WF 
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out nothing but what is abſolutely neceſſary, what 
now muſt this man do ? he is ruin d inevitably; for 
all his expence is neceſſary, there is no retrenching, 
no abating any thing. 1 | 

This I fay is the worſt caſe of the two indeed; 
and this man, tho' he may fay he is undone by 


marrying, yet cannot blame the woman, and ſay he is — 


undone by his wife: This is the very caſe I am ſpeak- 
ing of; the man ſhould not have married ſo ſoon, 
he ſhould have ſtaid till, by puſhing on his trade 
and living cloſe in his expence, he had encreaſed his 
ſtock, and been . what we call before-hand in the 
world; and had he done thus, he had not been un- 
done by marrying.  - | | 
IT is a little hard to ſay it, but in this * it 
is wy true, there is many a young Tradeſman 
ruined by marrying a good wife: in which pray 
take notice that I obſerve my own juſt diſtinction; 
I do not ſay they are ruin'd or undone by a good 
wife, or by their wives being „but by their 
marry ing, their unſeaſonable, early, and haſty mar- 
ing, before they had caſt up the coſt of one, or 
the income of the other; before they had enquir d 
into the neceſſary charge of a wife and a family, or 
ſeen the profits of their buſineſs, whether it would 
maintain them, or no; and whether, as above, they 
could pay the charges, the encreaſing neceſſary charge 
of a large and growing family. How to perſuade 
oung men to conſider this in time, beware 
and avoid the miſchief of it, that's a queſtion by 
it ſelf, and hard enough to anſwer. 
Lr no man then, when he is brought to diſtreſs 
by this early raſhneſs, turn ſhort upon his wife, 
and reproach her with being the cauſe of his ruin; 


unleſs at the ſame time he can charge her with ex- 


travagant living, needleſs expence, ſquandring away 
his money, — ing it in trifles and toys, — ris 
ning him out till the ſhop could not maintain the 

K 4 kitchen, 
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kitchen, much leſs the parlour ; nor even then, un- 
leſs he had given her timely notice of it, and warn'd 
her that he was not able to maintain ſo large a fa- 
mily, or ſo great an expence; and that therefore ſhe 
would do well to conſider of it, and manage with a 
ſtreighter hand, and the like; If indeed he had done 
ſo, and ſhe had not comply'd with him, then ſhe 
had been guilty, and without excuſe too; but as 
the woman cannot judge of his affairs, and he ſees 
and bears a ſhare in the riotous way of their living, 
and does not either ſhew his diſlike of it, or let her 
know by ſome means or other that he cannot ſup- 
| it, the woman cannot be charg'd with being 
is ruin, no tho' her way of extravagant expenſi ve 
living were really the cauſe of it: I met with a 
ſhorr dialogue the other day between a Tradeſman 
and his wife upon ſuch a ſubject as this, ſome part 
of which may be inſtructing in the caſe before us. 
Tx Tradeſman was very melancholy for two or 
three days, and had appear'd all that time to be pen- 
five ahd fad, and his wife with all her arts, entrea- 
ties, anger, tears, &c. could not get it out of him; 
only now and then ſhe heard him fetch a deep ſigh, 
and at another time ſay he wiſh'd he was dead, and 
the like expreſſions : At laſt ſhe began the diſ- 
courſe with him in a reſpe&ful, obliging manner, 
_ with the utmoſt importunity to get it out of him 


Wife. My Dear, what is the matter with you? 
Husband. Nothing. a beat] | 
Mie. Nax don't put me off with an anſwer that 
ſignifies nothing, tell me what is the matter, for I 
am ſure ſomething extraordinary is the caſe, tell me, 
I fay, do tell me. | [ Then ſhe kiſſes him. 
Hub. PRITHEE don't trouble mee. 
Wife. I will know what is the matter. 
. CK af R Has. 
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-Husb. I tell you nothing is the matter; what ſhould 
be the matter? TY | 
Wife. Conz, my Dear, J muſt not be put off ſo; 
I am ſure, if it be any thing ill, I muſt have my 
ſhare of it at laſt, and why ſhould I not be worthy 
to know it, Whatever tis, before it comes upon 
Hub. Poor Woman! | [ He kiſſes her. 
Wife. WELL, but let me know what it is; come, 
don't diſtract yourſelf alone, let mie bear a ſhare of 
your grief, as well as I have ſhar'd in your joy. 

Husb. My Dear, let me alone, you trouble me now 
indeed. | Still he keeps ler off. 

Mie. Tux you will not truſt your wife with 
knowing what touches you ſo ſenſibly ? by 

: Husb. I tell you, tis nothing, tis a trifle, tis not 
worth talking of. | | 
Wife. Don't put me off with ſuch ſtuff as that; 
I tell jou, tis not for nothing that you have been 
ſo concern'd, and that ſo long too; I have' ſeen it 
plain enough, why you have droop'd upon it for 
this fortnight paſt, and above. bo PORE: 3670 

Husb. Ay, this twelve month and more. 

Wife. Very well, and yet tis nothing. 

Husb. Tis nothing that you can help me in. 

Wife. How do you know that? let me ſee and 
judge whether I can, or no. 

Hub. I tell jou, you can't. 

Wife. SukE tis ſome terrible thing thin, why 
muſt not I know it? what, are you going to break? 
come, tell me the worſt of it. BRAC Eb wo 
Hub. BREAK ! no, no, I hope not; break ! no, 
I'll never break. e 

Wife. As good as you have broke; don't preſume, 
no man in trade can ſay he won't break. * 
Hub. Yes, yes, I can ſay I won't break. 

Wife. I am glad to hear it; I hope you have a 

knack then beyond other tradeſmn. * 
i . F H. . 
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Hwsh. No, I have no ſuch knack neither; any 
man may ſay ſo as well as I, and no man need break, 
if he will act the part of an honeſt man. 

Wife. How is that, pray? 

Hub. Way, give up all faithfully to his credi- 
tors, as ſoon. as he finds there is a deficiency in his 
ſtock, and yet that there is enough left to pay 
them. * 

Wife. Well, I don't underſtand thoſe things, but 
I deſire you would tell me what it is troubles you 
now, and if it beany thing of that kind, yer I think 
you ſhould let me know it. | | 

Husb. Way ſhould I trouble you with it? 7 

Wife. Ir would be very unkind to let me know 
nothing till it comes and ſwallows you up and me 
too, all on a ſudden ; I muſt know it then, pray tell 
it me now. 

Husb. Wr then I will tell you; indeed I am 
not going to break, and I hope I am in no danger of 
it, at leaſt not yet. . 

Wife. I thank you, my Dear, for that; but ſtill, 
tho tis ſome ſatisfaction to me to be aſſur'd of fo 
much, yet I find there is ſomething in it; and 
your way of ſpeaking is ambiguous and doubtful ; 
I entreat you be plain and free with me, what is at 
the bottom of it? why won't you tell me ? what 
have I done, that I am not to be truſted with a 
thing that ſo nearly concerns me ? | 

Hub, I have told you, my Dear, pray be eaſy; 
I am not going to break, I tell you. 

Wife. WELL, but let us talk a little more ſeriouſly 
of it; you are not going zo break, that is, not juſt 
now, not yet, you fad; but, my Dear, if it is then 
8 not juſt at hand, but ma — or is in view at 
0 ſome diſtance, may not ſome ſteps be taken to pre- 
1 vent it for the preſent, and to ſave us from it at laſt 


toO. | 
Hub, 
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Husb. War ſteps could you think of, if that 
was the caſe ? | 

Wife. INDEED 'tis not much that is in a wife's 
power, but I am ready to do what lies in me, and 
what becomes me; and firſt, pray let us live lower ; 
do you think I would live as I do, if I thought 
your income would not bear it? No indeed. 

Husb. You have touch'd me in the molt ſenſible 
part, my Dear; you have found out what has been. 
my grief, you need make no farther enquiries. 

Wife. W as that your grief ? and would you ne- 
ver be ſo kind to your wife, as to let her know 

it ? | 

Husb. How could I mention ſo unkind a thing 
to you? 

Wife. WovuLD it not have been more unkind to 
have let things run on to deſtruction, and left your 
wife to the reproach of the world, as having ruin'd 
you by her expenſive living? 

Hub. Thar's true, my Dear; and it may be 1 
might have ſpoke to you at laſt, but I could not do 
it now; it looks ſo cruel and ſo hard to lower your 
figure, and make you look little in the eyes of the 
world, for you know they judge all by out-fides, 
that I could not bear it. | be 

Wife. IT would be a great deal more cruel to let 
me run on, and be really an inſtrument to ruin my 
husband, when God kxows, I thought I was within 
the compaſs of your gettings, and that a great way; 
and you know you always prompted me to 1 7 fine, 
to treat handſomly, to keep more ſervants, aud ev 
thing of that kind; could I doubt but that you 
could afford it very well? 

Husb. Thar's true, but I ſee tis otherwiſe now ; 
and though I cannot help it, I could not mention 


it to you, nor for ought I know ſhould I ever have 
fone it. n 
Mie. 
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Fi War, you ſaid juſt now you ſhould have 
done it. | 

Hub. Ar, at laſt perhaps I might, when thi 
had been paſt 1 * 8 
Wife. Tnar is to ſay, when you were ruin'd and 
undone, and could not ſhew your head, I ſhould 

Eno it; or when a ſtatute of bankrupt had come out, 
and the creditors had come and turn'd us our of 
doors, then I ſhould have known it ; that would 
have been a harbarous ſort of kindneſs. 
© Hb, War could I do? I could not help it. 

Wife. Just fo our old acquaintance G--- N- 
did; his poor Wife knew not one word of it, nor 
fo much as ſuſpected it, but thought him in as flou- 
riſhing circumſtances as ever; till on a ſudden he 
was arreſted in an action for a great ſum, ſo great 
that he could not find bail, and the next day an exe- 
cution on another action was ſerv'd in the houſe, and 
ſwept away the very bed from under her; and the 
poor lady, that brought him 30001. portion, was 
rurn'd into the ſtreet with five {mall chi to take 
care of, | 
 Husb. Hex caſe was very fad indeed. 

Wife. BuT was not he a barbarous wretch to her, 
to let her know nothing of her circumſtances ? ſhe 
was at the Ball but the day before, in her velvet ſuit, 
and with her jewels on, and they reproach her with 
it every day. EG | 
Huch. Sax did go too fine indeed. 

Wife. Do you think {he would have done fo, if 
ſhe had known any thing of his circumſtances ? 

Husb. Ir may be not. 5 1 

Wife. No, no, ſhe is a lady of too much ſenſe to 
allow us to ſuggeſt it. Td 

Husb. AnD why did he not let her have ſome 
notice of it? ir: | | 

Wife. Wur, he makes the ſame dull excuſe you 
ſpeak of; he could not bear to ſpeak to her = 

PW | 


— 
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and it look'd ſo unkind to do thing to ſtreighten 
her, he could not do it, it wal — his — 
and the like; and now he has broke her heart. 

Husb. I know tis hard to break in upon one's 
wife in ſuch a manner, where there is any true kind- 
neſs and affection, but —— 

Wife. But ! but what? was there really a true kind- 
neſs, and affection, as is the pretence, it would be 

uite otherwiſe; he would not break his own heart 
BET but choſe rather to break his wife's heart! 
he could not be ſo cruel to tell her of it, and there- 
fore left her to be cruelly and villainouſly inſulted, 
as ſhe was, by the bailifls and creditors; was that 
his kindneſs to her? f 

Husb. WELL, my Dear, I have not brought you 
to that, I hope. | 

Wife. No, my Dear, and I hope you will not; 
however, you ſhall not ſay I will not do every thing 
I can to prevent it, and if it lies on my fide, you 
are ſafe. | 

Hub. War will you do to prevent it? come; 
let's ſee, what can you do? 

Wife. Way firſt, I have kept five maids you ſee, 
and a footman ; I ſhall immediately give three of my 
maids warning, and the fellow alſo, and fave you that 
part of the expence. 2 

Husb. How can you do that? you can't do your 
buſineſs. | ' 

Wife. Tes, yes, there's no body knows what they 
can do till they are tried: two maids may do all my 
houſe-buſineſs, and I'll look after my children my 
ſelf; and if I live to ſee them grown a little bigger, 
I'll make them help one another, and keep but one 
maid ; I hope that will be one ſtep towards help- 
ing it. | 

Hub. AND what will all your friends and acquain- 
tance, and the world, ſay to it?: 
Wife. 


6 
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Mit. Nor half ſo much as they would to ſee you 
break, and the world believe it to be by my high 
living, keeping a houſe full of ſervants, and do no- 
thing my ſelf. | 
Hab. Tazy will ſay I am going to break 
2 your doing thus, and that's the way to make 
ſo. : 
Wife. I had rather a hundred ſhould fay you were 
ing to break, than one could fay you were really 
—— already. h 
. Hub. Bur ttis dangerous to have it talk'd of, 7 
19... No, no, they will fay we are taking effectual 
ways to prevent breaking. 
. Hwsb. Bur it will put a ſlur upon your ſelf roo, 
I can't bear any mortifications upon you, any more 
than I can upon my ſelf. . | 
- Wife. Don'T tell me of mortifications, it would 
be a worſe mortification a thouſand times over, to 
| have you ruin'd, and have your creditors inſult me 
with being the occaſion of it. | 
Hmsb. It 1s very kind in you, my Dear, and I 
muſt always acknowledge it ; but however I would 
_ have you ſtreighten your ſelf too much nei- 
ther. 8 ett 
Mie. Nax, this will not be ſo much a mortifica- 
tion, as the natural conſequence of other things ; for 
in order to abate the expence of our rings I reſolve 
to keep leſs company; I aſſure you I will lay down 
all the ſtate of living, as well as the expence of it; 
and firſt, I will keep no viſiting days; ſecondly, 
I'll drop the greareſt part of the acquaintance I have; 
thirdly, I will lay down our treats, and entertain- 
ments, and the like needleſs occaſions of expence, 
and then I ſhall have no occaſion for ſo many 
maids. 3 * | 
Hub. Bur this, my Dear, I fay, will make as 
much noiſe almoſt, as if I was actually broke. Fit 
| 3 Mage: 
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Fife. No, no, leave that ro me, 
Hub. Bur you may t me how you wa ma- 
nage it then. 

Wife. Way T'll go into the country. 

— Thar will but bring them after you, as it 

us d to do. 

Wife. Bur III put off our uſual lodgi lodgings at Ham- 
lead, and give out that I am gone to ſpend the ſum- 
mer in Bedfordſhire, at my Aunt 's 1 * every 
body knows I us'd to go ſometimes; they can't come 
after me thither. | 

Husb. BuT when you return, they will all viſit 

ou. 
9 Wife. Yes, and I will make no return to all thoſe 
I have a mind to drop, and there's an end of all 
their acquaintance at once. 

Huch. Ax what muſt I do? 

14 ife. 1 Dear, tis not for me to diret 
that part; * ow how to cure the evil which 
you {enfibly feel the miſchief of; if I do my part, 
I don't doubt you know how to do yours. 

Husb. Vxs, I know, but tis hard, very hard. 

3 Nay, I hope tis go harder for 3os than tis 


= Trar's true indeed, but I'll ſee. 

Wife. Taz queſtion to me is not whether tis hard, 
but whether *tis neceſſary. 

Hub. Nav, tis neceſſary, tha s certain. 

Wife. Taen I hope tis as neceſſary to you as to 
your wife. 

Hub. I know not where to begin. 

Wife. Wavy you, = two horſes and a groom, 
8 keep igh company, and you ſit 

ng at the Fleece . naar. T need fay no more, 
you know where to begin well en 

Het, Ir is very hard, I hag's your ſpirit wy 


Dear. 


9 
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Wife. I hope you are not more aſham'd to re- 
trench, than you would be to have your name in the 
gazette. 1 | 3 

Hush. Ir is ſad work to come down hill thus. 

Wife. Twoul p be worſe to fall down at one blow 
from the top; better flide gently and voluntarily 
down the ſmooth. part, than to be puſh'd down the 
precipice, and be daſh'd all in pieces: 


Tuxxk was more of this dialogue, but I give you 

the part which I think moſt to the preſent purpoſe; 
and as I ſtrive to ſhorten the JoSrine, 95 I will 
abridge the application alſo; the ſubſtance of the caſe 
lies in a few particulars thus ; 


I. THE man was melancholy, and oppreſs'd 
with the thoughts of his declining circumſtances, 
and yet had not any thought of letting his wife know 
it, whoſe way of living was high and expenſive, and 
more than he could ſupport ; but tho' it muſt have 
ended in ruin, he would rather let it have gone on 
*rill ſhe was ſurpriſed in it, than to tell the danger 
that was before her. 


His wife very well argues the injuſtice and un- 
kindneſs of ſuch uſage, and how hard it was 
to a wife, who being of neceſſity to ſuffer in 
the fall, ought certainly ro have the moſt ear- 
ly notice of it; that if poſſible ſhe might pre- 
vent it, or at leaſt that ſhe might not be over- 
2 with the ſuddenneſs and the terror 
Hit. gi," 4 


IT. Upon diſcovering it to his wife, or rather 
her drawing the diſcovery from him by her impor- 
tunity, ſhe immediately, and moſt readily and chear- 
fully, enters into meaſures to retrench her tex 
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and, as far as ſhe was able, to prevent the blow, 
which was otherwiſe apparent and unavoidable. 


HCR 'tis apparent, that the expenſive living of 
moſt tradeſmen in their families, is for want of 
a ſerious acquainting their wives with their cir- 
cumſtances, and acquainting them alſo in time; 
for there are very few of the ladies ſo unrea- 
ſonable, who, if their husbands ſeriouſly in- 
form'd them how things ſtood with them, and 
that they could not ſupport their way of living, 
would not willingly come into meaſures to pre- 
vent their own deſtruction. 9 


III. THarT 'tis in vain, as well as unequal, for a 
Tradeſman to preach frugality to his wife, and. to 
bring his wife to a retrenching of her expences, and 
not at the ſame time to retrench his own ; ſeeing 
that keeping horſes and high company is every way 
as great and expenſive, and as neceſſary to be abated 
as any of the family extravagancies, let them be which 


they will. 


ALL this relates to the duty of a Tradeſman, in 
preventing his family-expences being ruinous to his 
buſineſs; but the true method to prevent all this, and 
never to let it way ſo far, is ſtill, as I _ * 
not to marry too ſoon; not to marry, till by a fru- 
gal induſtrious management of 8 in go begin- 
ning, he has laid a foundation for maintaining a wife, 
and bringing up a N and has made an eſſay by 
which he knows what he can, and cannot do; and 
alſo before he has laid up and encreaſed his ſtock, 
that he may not cripple his fortune at firſt, and be 
xuin'd before he has to thrive. F 
| I am, Cc. 
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Of the Tradeſinans leaving his buſineſs 
. n, 


SIR, if 
T is the ordinary excuſe of the gentlemen Tradeſ- 
men of our times, that they have good ſervants, 
and that therefore they take more liberty to be out 
of their buſineſs, than they would otherwiſe do : 
O! ſays the ſhopkeeper, I have an apprentice, tis an 
eſtate to have ſuch a fervant; I am as ſafe in him as 


if T had my eye upon the buſineſs from morning ro 


night ; let me be where I will, I am always fatisfi- 
ed he is at home; if I am at the tavern, I am ſure 
he is in the compting-houſe, or behind the counter; 
he is never out of his poſt. 7 
AND then for my other ſervants, the younger ap- 
rentices, ſays he, tis all one as if I were there my 
if; they would be idle it may be, but he won't 


let them I aſſure you; they muſt ſtick cloſe to it, 


or he will make them do it; he tells them, boys do 
not come apprentices to play, but to work; not to 
ſit idle, and be doing nothing, but to mind their maſ- 
ter's buſineſs, that they may learn how to do their own. 
Ver well; and you think, Sir, this young man 
being ſo much in the ſhop, and ſo diligent and faith- 
ful is an eſtate to you, and fo indeed it is; but are 
your cuſtomers as well pleas'd with this man too, as 
you are? or are they as well pleas'd with him, as 
they would be, if F cx were there yourſelf 
Væs, they are, ſays the ſhop-keeper ; nay, abun- 
dance of the cuſtomers take him for the maſter of 


the ſhop, and don't know any other; and he is ſo 


2 N very 


—< 
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very obliging, and pleaſes fo well, giving content 


that if I am at any other part of 
the ſhop, and ſee him ſerving a cuſtomer, I never 
interrupt them, unleſs ſometimes he is ſo modeſt he 
will call me, and turning to the ladies ſay, There's 
my maſter, Majan, if you think he will abate you 
any thing I'll. call him; and ſomerimes they will 
look a little ſurpriſed, and ſay, is that your maſter? 


indeed we thought you had been the maſter of the 


ſhop your ſelf. | 
Wert, ſad I, and you think your ſelf very hap- 


pp in all this, don't you? pray how long has this 


young gentleman. to ſerve? how long is it before 
* time will be out? O, he has almoſt a year and 
half to ſervẽ, {ſays the ſhop-keeper. I hope then, 
ſay J, you will rake care to have him knock d on the 
head, as ſoon. as his time is out. God forbid, ſays 
the honeſt man, what do you mean by that ? mean! 
ſ J. why if you don't, he will certainly knock 
your trade on the head as ſoon as the year and half 
comes to be up; either you muſt diſpoſe of him, as 
I fay, or take care that he does not ſet up near you, 
no, not in the ſame ſtreet 3 if you do, your cuſto- 
mers will all run thither; when they miſs him in 
the ſhop, they will preſently enquire for him; and, 
as you ſay, they generally take him for the maſter, 


they will ask whether the gentleman is remoy'd that 


kept the ſhop * = 12 
ALL op-ke co ay, Was, that 
got a 12172 107 + hap and AS was, that when 
Timothy was out of his time, that was his name, he 
reſolv'd to take him in partner. | 
A very good thing indeed! ſo you muſt take 77 
Tal the trade when he 1s out of his time, 


ear he ſhould rug away with three quarters of it, 
when he ſets up for himſelf. But had not the maſter 


much better have been Timothy himſelf ? then he had 
been ſure never to have the cuſtomers take Tinu for 


La dhe 
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the maſter, and when he went away, and ſet up per- 
Haps at next door, leave the ſhop, and run after him. 
IIIs certain, a good ſervant, a faithful, induſtri- 
ous, obliging ſervant is a bleſſing to a Tradeſman, 
and, as he ſaia, is an eſtate to his maſter : but 
the maſter, by laying the ſtreſs of his buſineſs upon 
him, diveſts himſelf of all the advantages of ſuch a 
ſervant, and turns the bleſſing into a blaſt ; for by 
giving up the ſhop, as it were, to him, and in- 
dulging himſelf in being abroad, and abſent from 
his aßtdetz the apprentice gets the maſtery of the 
buſineſs, the fame of the ſhop depends upon him; 
and when he ſets up, ca follows him; ſuch 
a ſervant would, with the maſter's attendance too, 
be very helpſul, and yet not be dangerous; ſuch 
a ſervant is well, when he is viſibly an aſſiſtant to 
the maſter, but is ruinous when he is taken for 
the maſter. There is à great deal of difference be- 
tween a fervant's being the ſtay of his maſter, and 
his being the ſtay of his trade; when he is the firft, 
the maſter is ſerv'd by him, and when he is gone 
he breeds up another to follow his ſteps ; but when 
he is the laſt, he carries the trade with him, and does 
his maſter infinitely more hurt than good. 

A Tradeſman has a great deal of trouble with a bad 
ſervant, but muſt take heed he is not wounded by a 
2 one: the extravagant idle vagrant ſervant hurts 

imſelf, but the diligent ſervant endangers his maſter; 
the greater reputation the ſervant gets in his buſineſs, 
the more care the maſter has upon him, leſt he gets with- 
in him, and worms him out of his buſineſs. 
Tux only way to prevent this, and yet not injure a di- 
ligent ſervant, is, that the maſter be as diligent as the ſer- 
vant; thatthe maſter be asmuch at the ſhop as the man : 
he that will keep in his buſineſs, need never fear kee 
ing his buſineſs, let his ſervant be as diligent as he will. 
Tis a hard thing that a Tradeſman ſhould have the bleſ- 
ſing of a good fervant, and make it a curſe to him by 
his app earing leſs capable than his man. Lr. 
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Lr your apprentice be in the buſineſs, but let 
the maſter be ar the head of the buſineſs at all times: 
there is a great deal of difference between being dili- 
gent in the buſineſs i» the ſhop, and leading the whole 
buſineſs of the ſhop; an apprentice who is diligent 
may be maſter of his, buſineſs, but ſhould never be 
maſter of the ſhop; the one is to be uſeful to 
his maſter, the other is to be maſter of his maſter ; 
and indeed this ſhews the abſolute neceſſity of dili- 
gence and application in a Tradeſman, and how, for 
want of it, that very thing which is the bleſſing 
of another Tradeſman's buſineſs, is the ruin of his. 

SERVANTS, eſpecially apprentices, ought to be 
conſidered, as they really are, in their moveable 
ſtation, that they are here with you but ſeven 
years, and that then they act or move in a fphere 
or ſtation of their own; their diligence is now for 
you, bur ever after it is for themſelves ; that the 
better ſervants they have been while they were with 
you, the more dangerous they will be to you when 
you part; that therefore, tho you are bound in ju- 
ſtice to them to let them into your bufineſs in every 
branch of it, yet you are not bound to give your 
buſineſs away to them; the diligence therefore of 
a good ſervant in the maſter's buſineſs ſhould be a ſpur 
to the maſter's diligence to take care of himſelf. 

- THERE is a great deal of difference alſo berween 
truſting a ſervant in your buſineſs, and truſting him 
with your buſineſs : the firſt is leaving your buſineſs 
with him, the other is leaving your buſineſs to him; 
he that truſts a ſervant in his buſineſs, leaves his ſhop 
only to him; but he that leaves his buſinefs to his ſer- 
vant, leaves his wife and children at his diſpoſe : in 4 
word, ſuch a truſting or leaving the bufineſs to the ſer« 
vant 15no leſs than a giving up all to him, abandoning 
the care of his ſhop and all his affairs to him; and when 
ſuch a ſervant is out of his time the maſter runs a terri- 


ble riſque, ſuch as indeed it is not fit any Tradeſman 
3 L 3 ſhould 
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| committed. to be a thief? 
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ſhould run, namely, of loſing the beſt of his bu- 


WHAT I have been now ſay ing, is of the Tradeſ- 
man leaving his buſineſs to his apprentices and ſer- 
vants, when they prove good, when they are honeſt 
and diligent, faithful and induſtrious; and if there 
are dangers even in truſting good ſervants, and ſuch 
as do their duty perfectly well, what then muſt it 
be when the buſineſs is left to idle, negligent and 
extravagant ſervants, who both neglect their maſter's 
buſineſs and their own, who neither learn their trade 


for themſelves, or regard it for the intereſt of their 


maſters? if the farſt are a bleſſing to their maſters, 
and may only be made dangerous by their carry- 
ing away the trade with them when they go, theſe 
are made curſes to their maſters early, for they loſe 
the trade for themſelves and their maſters too. The 
firſt carry the cuſtomers away with them, the laſt 
drive the cuſtomers away before they go. What 
ſignifies going to ſuch a ſhop, ſay the Ladies, either 
ſpeaking of a mercer or draper, or any other trade? 
there's nothing to be met with there bur a crew 
of ſaucy boys that are always at play when you 
come in, and can hardly refrain it when you are 
there; one hardly ever ſees a maſter in the ſhop, 
and the young rude boys hardly mind you when. 
you are looking on their goods; they talk to you as 
if they cared not whether you laid out your money 
or no, and as if they had rather you were, gone, 
that they might go to play again; TI go there no 
more, not J. D | * 
Ix this be not the caſe, then you are in danger of 
worſe ſtill, and that is, that they are often thieves ; 
idle ones are ſeldom honeſt ones; nay, they cannot in- 
deed be honeſt in a ſtrict ſenſe if they are idle: but 
by diſhoneſt, I mean downright thieves; and what 
is more dangerous than for an apprentice, to whom 
the whole buſineſs, the caſh, the books, and all is 
ws FoR 
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For a Tradeſman therefore to commit his bu- 
ſineſs thus into the hand of a falſe, a negligent and 
a thieviſh ſervant, is like a man that travels a jour- 
ney, and takes a highwayman into the coach with 
him; ſuch a man is ſure to be robbed, and to be 
ſully and effectually plundered, becauſe he diſco- 
vers where he hides his treaſure. Thus the Tradeſ- 
man places his confidence in the thief, and how 
ſhould he avoid being robb'd ? * 
Ix is anſwered, that generally tradeſmen, who 
have any conſiderable truſt to put into the hands of 
an apprentice, take ſecurity of them for their ho- 
neſty by their friends, when their indentures are 
ſign'd, and tis their fault then, if they are not ſe- 
cure. It is true, *tis often ſo; but in a retail bu- 
fineſs, if the ſervant be unfaithful, there are ſo many 
ways to defraud a maſter, beſides that of merely not 
ballancing the caſh that 'tis impoſſible to detect 
them; and unleſs providence, as ſometimes it does, 
makes the diſcovery by wonder and miracle, tis never 
found out at all; till the Tradeſman declining inſenſi- 
bly by the weight of the loſs is ruin'd and undone, 

War then has the Tradeſman to give a 

cloſe attendance, and preſerve himſelf from plunder, 
by acquainting himſelf in and with his buſineſs and 
ſervants, by which he makes it very difficult for 
them to deceive him, and much eaſier to him to 
diſcover it if he ſuſpects them? but if the Tradeſ- 
man lives abroad, keeps at his country-houſe or lodg- 
ings, and leaves his buſineſs thus in the hands of 
his ſervants, committing his affairs to them, as is 
often the caſe, if they prove thieves, negligent, care- 
leſs and idle, what is the conſequence ? he is inſenſi- 
bly wrong'd, his ſubſtance waſted, his buſineſs neg- 
lected; and how ſhall a Tradeſman thrive under ſuch 
circumſtances? Nay, how is it poſſible he ſhould avoid 
ruin and deſtruction? I mean, as to his buſineſs ; for in 
ſhort, every ſuch ſervant has his hand in his maſter's 

Pocket, and may uſe him as he pleaſes, AGAIN» 
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AGAIN, if they are not thieves, yet if they are 


idle and negligent, tis in ſome caſes the ſame thing; 


and I wiſh it were well recommended to all ſuch ſer- 


vants as call themſelves honeſt, that it is as crimi- 


nal to neglect their maſter's buſineſs, as to rob him; 


and he is as really a thief who robs him of his time, 
as he that robs him of his money. 3 belt 
I know, as ſervants are now, this is a principle 


they will not allow, neither does one ſervant in fifty 


act by it; but if the Maſter be abſent, the ſervant 


is at his heels; that is to ſay, is as ſoon out 


of doors as his maſter, and having none but his 
conſcience to anſwer to, he makes ſhift. to com- 
pound with himſelf, like a bankrupt with his creditor, 
to pay half the debt; that is to ſay, half the time to 
his maſter, and half to himſelf, and think it good 
ey 2096 on y159 275 in | 

Tus point of conſcience indeed ſeems to be out 
of the queſtion now, between maſter and ſervant ; 
and as few maſters concern themſelves with the ſouls, 
nay, ſcarce with the morals of their ſervants, either 
to inſtruct them, or inform them of their duty to 
God or man, much leſs to reſtrain them by force, 
or correct them, as was antiently practiſed; ſo, few 


' ſervants concern themſelves in a conſcientious diſ- 


* 


than in what relates to his buſineſs. 


. 


ſhip; whic 


charge of their duty to their maſters : ſo that the 
great law of ſubordination is deſtroy'd, and the re- 
lative duties on both ſides are neglected; all which, 
as I take it, is owing to the exorbitant ſums of mo- 
ney which are now given with ſervants to the maſ- 
ters, as the 3 or condition of their apprentice- 

as it is extravagant in it ſelf, ſoit gives 
the ſervant a kind of different figure in the family, 
places him above the ordinary claſs of ſervants hired 
for wages, and exempts him from all the laws of fa- 
mily-government ; ſo that a maſter ſeems now to 
have nothing to do with his apprentice, any other 


* 
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Ax as the ſervant knows this, ſo he fails not to 
take the advantage of it, and to pay no more ſervice 
than he thiaks is due; and the hours of his ſhop bu- 
ſineſs being run out, he claims all the reſt for himſelf, 
without the above reſtraint, Nor will the ſervants in 
theſe times bear any examinations with reſpect to the 
diſpoſing of their waſte time, or with reſpect to the 
company they keep, or the houſes or places they go to. 
Ine uſe I make of it is this, and herein it is 
juſtly applicable to the caſe in hand; by how much 
the apprentices and ſervants in this age are looſes 
wild and ungovernable, by ſo much the more ſhould 
a maſter think - himſelf obliged not to depend upon 
them, much leſs to leave his buſineſs to them, and 
_ diſpenſe with his own attendance in it; if he does, 
he muſt have much better luck than his neighbours 
if he does not find himſelf very much wrong'd and 
| abuſed, ſeeing, as I ſaid above, the ſervants and ap- 
prentices of this age do very rarely a& from a prin- 
ciple of conſcience in ſerving their maſter's intereſt ; 
which however I do not ſee they can be good 
Chriſtians without. | 

I knew one very conſiderable Tradeſman in this 
city, and who had always five or fix ſervants in his 
buſineſs, apprentices and journeymen who lodged. 
in his houſe, and having a little more. the ſpirit of 
government in him than. moſt maſters I now meet 
with, he took this method with them; when he 
took an apprentice he told them beforehand the 
orders of his family, and which he ſhould oblige 
them to; particularly, that they ſhould none of 
them be abſent from his buſineſs withour leave, nor 
out of the houſe after nine a clock at night; and 
that he would not have it thought hard, if he exac- 
ted three things of them: F 

I. Tnar if they had been out he - ſhould ask 
them where they had been, and in what company 2 
and that they ſhould give him a true and direct an- 
Per. 2. Thar 
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2. Tuer ifhe found reaſon to forbid them keep- 
ing company with any particular 2 or in any 
particular houſe or family, they ſhould be obliged 
to refrain from ſuch Compan xxx. 

3. THAT in breach of any of thoſe two, after 
being poſitively charg'd with it, he would on their 
promiſing to amend it, forgive them, only acquain- 
ting their friends of it; but the ſecond time he 
would diſmiſs them his ſervice, and not be oblig'd 
to return any of the money he had with them. 
And to theſe he made their parents confent when 
they were bound; and yet he had large ſums of 
money with them too; not leſs than two hundred 
pounds each, and ſomerimes more. | 
As to his journeymen, he conditioned with them 
4s follows : REV | | 

1. THEN ſhould never dine from home without 

leave asked and obtained, and telling where, if re- 
2. AFTER the ſhutting in of the ſhop, they 
were at liberty to go where they pleaſed, ver not 
to be out of the houſe after nine a clock at night. 
3. Nxvxx to be in drink, or to ſwear, on pain of be- 
ing immediately diſmiſs d without the courteſy uſual 
with ſuch ſervants, viz. of a month's warning. 
Tuns were excellent houſhold laws, but the 
_ queſtion is, how ſhall a maſter ſee them punQually 
obey d; for the life of all laws depend upon their 
being well executed; and we are famous in Exglandjfor 
being remiſs in that very point; and that we have the 
beſt laws the worſt executed of any nation in the world. 

Bor my friend was a man who knew as well 
how to make his laws be well executed, as he did 
how to make the laws themſelves. His caſe was 
thus, he. kept a country houſe about two miles from 
Londen, in the ſummer- time, for the air for his wife 
and children, and there he maintainꝰd them very com- 
fortably : but it was a rule with him, that he who 
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debauched, and that it is a general and epidemick 
eyll, how much leſs ought tradeſmen of this age to 
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expects his ſervants to obey his orders, muſt be al- 


| ways upon the {pot with them to ſee it done; to 


this purpoſe he confined himſelf to lie always ar 
home, tho' his family was in the country; and 
every afternoon he walk'd out to ſee them, and to 
ive himfelf the air too; but always fo ordered 
Fo diverſions, that he was ſure to be at home be- 
fore nine at night, that he might call over his fa- 
mily, and ſee that they obſery'd orders; that is, 
that they were all at home at their time, and all 
ſober. | VOL OY 
As this was indeed the only way to have good 
ſervants, and an orderly family, ſo he had both; bur 
it was owing much, if not all, to the exactneſs of 
his government; and would all maſters take the ſame 
method, I doubt not they would have the like ſuc- 
ceſs; but what ſervants can a man expect when he 
leaves them to their own government, not regarding 
whether they ſerve Gop or the Devi? 
Now though this man had a very regular family, 
and very good ſervants, yet he had this particular 
qualification roo for a good Tradeſman, viz. that he 
never left his buſineſs entirely to them, nor could 
any of them boaſt, that they were truſted to, more 
than another. 

TH1s is certainly the way to have regular ſervants, 
and to have buſineſs thrive; but this is not 8 
by one maſter to a thouſand at this time; if it were, 
we ſhould ſoon ſee a change in the families of tradeſ- 


men, and that very much for the better: nor indeed 


would this family- government be good for the tradeſ- 
men only, but it would be the ſervant's advantage 
too: and ſuch a practice we may ſay would in time 
reform all the next age, and make them aſham' d of us 
that went before them. 4 
Ir then the morals of ſervants are thus looſe and 
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truſt them, and till Jeſs to venture their all u 
them, leave their great deſign, the event of all their 


buſineſs with them, and go in the country in purſuit 


of their pleaſure. 
TRE caſe of tradeſmen differs extremely in this age 


from thoſe in the laſt, with reſpect to their apprentices 


and ſervants; and the difference is all to the diſadvantage 
of the preſent age, viz. in the laſt age, that is to ſay, 


fifty or ſixty years ago, for it is not leſs, ſervants were 


infinitely more under ſubjection than they are now, 
and the ſubordination of mankind extended effectual- 
1y to them; they were content to ſubmit to family- 


government; and the juſt regulations, which maſters 


made in their houſes, were not ſcorn'd and contemn'd, 


as they are now ; family- religion alſo had ſome ſway 
upon them, and if their maſters did keep good or- 
ders, and pre ſerve the worſhip of God in their houſes, 
the apprentices thought themſelves obliged to atrend 


at the uſual hours for ſuch ſervices; nay, it has 


been known, where ſuch orders have been obſerv'd, 


that if the maſter of the family has been ſick, or in- 
diſpoſed, or out of town, the eldeſt apprentice has 
read prayers to the family in his place. 


How ridiculous, to ſpeak in the language of the 
preſent times, would it be for any maſter to expect 
this of a fervant in our days? and where is the ſer- 
vant that would comply with it? nay, tis but very 
rare now, that maſters themſelves do it; *tis rather 


thought now to be a low ſtep, and beneath the cha- 
racter of a man in buſineſs, as if worſhipping God 
was a difgrace, and not an honour to a family, or 


to the maſter of a family; and I doubt not but in 


2 little while more, either the worſhip of God will 


be quite baniſh'd out of families, or the better ſort 
of tradeſmen, and ſuch as have any regard to it, will 


keep Chaplains, as other perſons of quality do. It is 


confeſs'd, the firſt is moſt probable, tho' the laſt, 
as I am inform'd, is already begun in the Y in 
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ſome houſes, where the reader of the pariſh is al- 
low'd a ſmall additional ſalary to come once a 
day, viz. every evening, to read prayers in the 
houſe. 82 = 

Bur I am not talking on this ſubject; I am not 
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directing myſelf to citizens or townſmen, as maſters 
of families, but as heads of trade, and maſters in their 


buſineſs; the other part would indeed require a whole 
book by itſelf, and would inſenſibly run me into a 
long ſatyrical diſcourſe upon the loſs of all family- 
government among us; in which indeed the practice 
of houſe-keepers and heads of families is grown not 
remiſs only in all ſerious things, but even ſcan- 
dalous in their own morals, and in the perſonal 


examples they ſhew to their ſervants, and all about 7 


them. | 
Bor to come back to my ſubject, viz. that the 
caſe of tradeſmen differs extremely from what it was 
formerly: the ſecond head of difference is this; that 
whereas in former times the ſervants were better and 
humbler than they are now, ſubmitted more to fa- 
mily-government, and to the regulations made by 
their maſters, and maſters were more moral, ſet bet- 
ter examples, and kept better order in their houſes, 
and by conſequence of it all ſervants were ſoberer, 
and fitter to be truſted than they are now ; yet on 
the other hand, notwithſtanding all their ſobriety, 
maſters did not then ſo much depend upon them, 
leave buſineſs to them, and commit the management 
of their affairs ſo entirely to their ſervants, as they 
do now. | 4 
ALL that I meet with, which maſters have to ſay 
to this, is contain'd in two heads, and thoſe in my 
opinion amount to very little. | Fg 


I. Tnar they have ſecurity for their ſervants 
honeſty, Which in former times they had not. 
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II. Tnar they receive greater præmium's, or pre- 
ſent- money, now with their apprentices, than they ) 
did tormerly. er in rn. 


* 


Tux firſt of theſe is of no moment ; for firſt, it 
does not appear, that apprentices in thoſe former days 
gave no ſecurity to their maſters for their integrity, 
which, tho' perhaps not ſo generally as now, yet I 
have good reaſon to know was then practiſed among 
tradeſmen of note, and is not now among inferior 
tradeſmen: but, ſecanaly, this ſecurity extends to 
nothing, but to make the maſter ſatisfaction for any 
miſapplications, or embezzelments, which are diſco- 
ver d, and can be prov'd, but extend to no ſecret 
conceal'd miſchiefs : neither, thirdly, do thoſe ſecu- 
rities reach to the negligence, idleneſs, or debauche- 
ries of ſervants; but, which. is ſtill more than all the 
reſt, they do not reach to the worlt ſort of robbery 
between the ſervant and his maſter, I mean the loſs g 
of his time; ſo that ſtill there is as much reaſon for ; 
the maſter's inſpection, both into his ſervants and : 
their buſineſs,” as ever. | | 
Bur leaſt of all does this ſecurity reach to make 
the maſter any ſatisfaction for the loſs of his buſi- 
= neſs, the ill management of his ſhop, the diſreputa- 
tion brought upon it by being committed to ſer- 
vants, and thoſe ſervants behaving ill, {lighting, neg- 
| lecting, or diſobliging cuſtomers ; this does not re- 
| late to ſecurities given or taken, nor can the maſter 
make himſelf any amends upon his ſervant, or upon 
his ſecurities, for this irrecoverable damage. He 
therefore, that will keep up the reputation of his 
ſhop, or of his buſineſs, and preſerve his trade to 
his own advantage, muſt reſolve to attend it him- 
ſelf, and not leave it to ſervants, whether good or 
bad; if he leaves it to good ſervants, they improve 
it for themſelves, and carry the trade away with 
them when they go; if to bad ſervants, they ** 
n 15 
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his cuſtomers away, bring a ſcandal upon his ſhop,. 
and deſtroy both their maſter and themſelves. 

Secondly, As to the receiving great præmium's with 
their apprentices, which indeed is grown up to a 
ſtrange height in this age, beyond whatever it was 


before; it is an unaccountable acceſs, which is the 


ruin of more ſervants at this time, than all the other 
exceſſes they are ſubject to; nay, in ſome reſpect it 
is the cauſe of it all; and, on the contrary, is far 
from being an equivalent to their maſters for the de- 
fect of their ſervice, but is an unanſwerable reaſon 
why the maſter ſhould not leave his buſineſs to their 
management. ono Stet ago 
Tarts premium was originally not a condition 
of indenture, but was a kind of uſual or cuſtomary 
preſent to the Tradeſman's wife to engage her to be 
kind to the youth, and take a motherly care of him, 
being fuppos'd to be young when firſt put out. 
By length of time this compliment or ' preſent 

became ſo cuſtomary, as to be made a debt, and to 
de conditioned for as a demand; but ftill was kept 
within bounds, and thirty or forty pounds was ſuf- 
ficient to a very good merchant, which. now is run 
up to five hundred, nay, to a thouſand pounds 
with an apprentice ;| a thing which formerly would 
have been thought monſtrous, and not to be nam'd. 

Tux ill conſequences of giving theſe large præ- 
mium's are ſuch and ſo many, that it is not to be en- 
ter d upon in ſuch a ſmall tract as this; nor is it the 
deſign of this work : but it is thus far to the pur- 
poſe here, namely, as it ſhews, that this ſets up ſer- 
vants into a claſs of gentlemen above their maſters, 
and above their buſineſs, and they neither have a ſuf- 
ficient regard to one or other; and conſequently are 
the leſs fit to be truſted by the maſter in the eſſential 
parts of his buſineſs, and this brings it down to the 
Re A Tan 
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Vo the whole, the preſent ſtate of things be- 
tween maſters and ſervants is ſuch, that now more 
than ever the caution is needful and juſt, that he thar 
leaves his buſineſs to the management of his ſervants, 
tis ten to one but he ruins his buſineſs, and his ſer- 
vants too. * 
Roux his buſineſs is indeed my preſent ſub- 
ject; but ruining his ſervants alſo is a conſidera- 
tion that an honeſt conſcientious maſter ought to 
think is of weight with him, and will concern him- 
ſelf about it. Servants out of government are like 
ſoldiers without an officer, fit for nothing but to 
rob and plunder ; without order, and without or- 
ders; they neither know what to do, or are directed 
how to do it. | | 

BEs1DEs tis letting looſe his apprentices to levity 
and liberty 1n that particular critical time of life, 
when they have the moſt need of government and 
reſtraint : when ſhould laws and linuts be uſeful to 
mankind but in their youth, when unlimited liberty 
is moſt fatal to them, and when they are leaſt capa- 


dle of governing themſelves? to have youth left 


without government is leaving fire in a magazine of 
powder, which will certainly blow it all up at laſt, 
and ruin all the houſes that are near it. | 
Is there is any duty on the fide of a maſter to hi 
ſervant, any obligation on him as a chriſtian, and as 
a rruſtee for his parents, it lies here; to limit and 
reſtrain them, if poſſible, in the liberty of doing 
evil; and this is certainly a debt due to the truſt re- 
pos'd in maſters by the parents of the youth com- 
mitted to them; if he is let looſe here, he is undone 
ol courſe, and it may be ſaid indeed, he was ruin'd 
by his maſter ; and if the maſter is afterwards ruin'd 
by ſuch a ſervant, what can be ſaid for ic but this? 
He could expect no other. | Lox 
TIoo leave a youth without government is indeed 
unworthy of any honeſt maſter ; he cannot diſcharge 
OT -- himſelf 
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himſelf as 4 maſter; for inſtead of taking care f 
him he indeed caſts him ff, abandons him, and, to 
put it into ſcripture words, he leads him into tempta- 
tion; nay, he goes farther, to uſe another ſcripture 
expreſſion, be delivers him over to Stan. 

IT is confefs'd, and *tis fatal both to maſters and 
ſervants at this time, that not only ſervants are made 
haughty, and above the government of their maſters, 
and think it below them to ſubmit to any family» 

overnment, or any reſtraints of -their maſters, as to 
their morals and religion; but maſters alſo ſeem to 
have given up all ſamily-governmentz and all care 
or concern for the morals and manners, as well as for 
the religion of their ſervants, thinking themſelves 
under no obligation to meddle with thoſe things, 
or to think any thing about them, ſo that their buſi- 
neſs be but done, and their ſhop or warehouſe duly 
look'd after. 393, 63: lh UE 
Bur to bring it all home to the point in hand; if 
it is ſo with the maſter and ſervant, there is the eſs 
room ſtill for the maſter of ſuch ſervants to leave 
any conſiderable truſt in the hands of ſuch appren- 
tices, or to expect much from them; to leave the 
weight of their affairs with them, and living at their 
country-lodgings, and taking their on d verſions, 
depend upon ſuch ſervants for the ſucceſs of their 
buſineſs; this is indeed abandoning their buſineſs, 
throwing it away, and committinę themſelves, far 
milies, and fortunes, to the conduct of thoſe, who 
they have all the reaſon in the world to believe have 
no concern upon them for their good, or care one 
farthing what becomes of them, 2 
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LETTER XIII. 


of Tradeſmen making compoſiti tion with 
| Debrors, or with Creditors. 


SIR, 


HERE 1s an alternative i in the ſubject of this 


letter, which places the diſcourſe in the two 
extremes of a Tradeſman's fortunes. 


I. The fortunate Tradeſman, call'd upon by his 
poor unfortunate neighbour, who 1s his debtor, 
and is become inſolvent, to have compaſſion on 
him, and to compound with him for part of his 
debt, and rs * the 
6 whole. 


e unfortunate Tradeſwies become * 
vent and bankrupt himſelf, and applying himſelf 


to his creditor to accept of a deb in wa 
Charge of his debt. | 


I. Taz fortunate Tradeſman, call'd upon by his 

r unfortunate neighbour, who is his debtor, and . 

is become inſolvent, to have compaſſion on him, 
and ro compound with him for part of his debt, and 
Accept his offer in diſcharge of the whole. 
I muſt confeſs a Tradeſman, let his cireumtinces 
be what they will, has the moſt reaſon to conſider 
the diſaſters. of the unfortunate, and be compaſſio- 
nate to them under their preſſures and diſaſters, of 
any other men ; becauſe they know not, no not the 
moſt proſperous of them, —— may be their own 
fate in the world. There is a ſcripture proverb, if 


1 mey 
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I may call it ſo, very neceſſary to a Tradeſman in this 
caſe, Let him that thinketh he ſtandeth, talę heed leſt he 


VN. B. Tt is not ſaid, let him that ſtandeth take 
heed, but him hat rhinkerh he ſtandeth : men 
in trade can but thinł they ſtand ; and there are 


fo many incidents in a Trademan's circumſtances, 


that ſometimes when he thinks himſelf moſt 


ſecure of ſtanding, he is in moſt danger of 


falling. 


Ir then the contingent nature of trade renders 
every man liable ro diſaſter that is engag'd in it, it 
ſeems ſtrange that tradeſmen ſhould be outrageous 
and unmerciful to one another, when they fall; and 
and yet ſo it it, that no creditor is ſo furious up- 
on an unhappy inſolvent Tradeſman, as a brother 
Tradeſman of his own claſs, and who is at leaſt liable 
| the ſame diſaſter in the common event of his bu- 

neſs. | 

Nax, I have liv'd to ſee, ſuch is the uncertainty 
of human affairs, and eſpecially in trade, the fu- 
rious and outrageous creditor become bankru 

himſelf in a few years, or _ months af- 
ter, and begging the ſame mercy of others, which 
he bur jult before denied to his not more unfor- 
tunate fellow Tradeſman, and making the ſame ex- 
clamations at the cruelty and hard- heartedneſs of 
his creditors in refuſing to comply with him; when 
at the ſame time his own heart muſt reproach him 
with his former conduct, how inexorable he was to 
all the entreaties and tears of his miſerable neighbour 


and his diſtreſſed family, who begg'd his compaſ- 


ſion with the loweſt ſubmiſſion, who employ'd 


friends to ſolicit and entreat for them, laying forth 
e 
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all the arguments which the moſt moving diſtrefs 
could dictate, but in vain. \ 4 | 

Tus Tradeſman is certainly wrong in this, as 
compaſſion to the miſerable is a debt of charity due 
from all mankind to their fellow-creatures ; and tho 
the purſe-proud Tradeſman may be able to ſay, he 
is above the fear of being in the like circumſtances, 


as ſome may be; yet even then he might reflect, 


that perhaps there was a time when he was not fo, 
and fe. ought to pay that debt of charity, in ac- 
knowledgment of the mercy that has ſet him above 
the danger. 

And yet ſpeaking in the ordinary language of 
men, who are ſubject to viciſſitudes of fortune, 
- Where 1s the man that is ſure he ſhall meer with no 
ſhock ? and how have we ſcen men, who have ro 
day been immenſely rich, be ro morrow, as it were, 
reduc'd to nothing? what examples were made in 
this city of ſuch precipitations within the me- 
mory of ſome living, when the Exchequer ſhut= 
ting up ruin'd the great Bankers of Lombard- 
ſtreet to what fell Sir Robert Viner, the great 
alderman Backwell, the three brothers of the name 
of Forth, of whom King Charles II. made that 
ſevere pan, that three fourths of the ci 7 were 
broke ?. | 127 5 

To. what have we ſeen men of prodigious bulk 
in trade reduc'd, as Sir Thomas Cook, Sir Baſil Fire- 
braſs, Sheppard, Cog gi, and innumerable bankers, mo- 
ney- ſcriveners, and merchants, who thought them- 
ſelves as ſecure. againſt. the ſhocks of trade, as any 
men in the world could be? not to inſtance in out 
late South-ſea Directors, and others, reduc'd by the 
terrible. fate of bubbles, whoſe names I omit, be- 
cauſe they yet live, tho'- ſinking ſtill under the op- 
reſſion of their fortunes, and whoſe weight I would 
far from endeavouring to make heavier. 

| | . HY 
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War then ſhould any Tradeſman, preſuming on 
his own ſecurity, and of his being out of the reach 
of diſaſter, harden his heart againſt the miſeries and 
diſtreſſes of a fellow Tradeſman, who ſinks as it 
were by his fide, and refuſe" to accept his offer of 
— nas at leaſt, if he cannot object againſt 
the integrity of his repreſentations, and cannot char 
him with fraud and deceit, breaking with a wicked 
deſign to cheat and delude his creditors, and to get 
money by a pretended breach? I fay, why ſhould 
any Tradeſman harden his heart in ſuch a cafe, and 
not with a generous pity comply with a reaſonable 
and fair propoſal, while it is to be had? 

I do acknowledge, if there's an evident fraud, if 
he can detect the bankrupt in any wicked deſign, if 
he can prove he has effects ſufficient to pay his 
debts, and that he only breaks with à purpoſe to 
cheat his creditors, — he conceals a part of his 
eſtate, when he ſeems to offer a ſincere ſurrender; if 
this be the caſe, and it can be made appear to be ſo, 
for in ſuch a caſe too, we ought to be very ſure of 
the fact, then indeed no favour is due, and really 
none ought to be ſhewed. . 

- AnD therefore it was a very righteous clauſe, 
which was inflicted on the fraudulent bankrupt, in 
a late Act of Parliament, namely, that in caſe he 
conceal'd his effects, and that it appear d he had, 
tho upon his oath, not given in a full account of his 
eſtate, but willingly and knowingly conceal'd it, or 
any part of it, with deſign to defraud his creditors, 
he ſhould be put to death as 4 feln: the reaſon and 
| Juſtice of which clauſe was this, and it was given as 

the reaſon of it when the Act was paſs'd in the Houſe 
of Commons, namely, that the Act was made for 
the relief of the debtor, as well as of the creditor, 
and to procure: for him a deliverance on a ſurrender 
of his effects; but then it was made alſo for the re- 

lief of the creditor too, * might have as 2 

Modi 3 : | 
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of his debt ſecur'd to him as poſſible, and that he 
| ſhould nor diſcharge the debtor with his eſtate in his 
pocket, ſuffering him to run away with his. 2 


80 


ditor's) money before his face. 


ALso it was objected, that the act without a pe- 
nalty would he only an act to encourage perjury, 
and would deliver the hard-mouth'd knave that could 
ſwear what he pleas'd, and ruin and reject the mo- 
deſt conſcientious Tradeſman, that was willing and 
ready to give up the utmoſt farthing to his credi- 
tors. On this account the clauſe was accepted, and 
the act paſs'd, which otherwiſe had been thrown 
out. 3 
Now when the inſolvent has thus ſurrendred 
his all, ſtript himſelf entirely upon oath, and that 
oath taken on the penalty of death if it be falſe; 
there ſeems to be a kind of juſtice due to the bank- 
rupt, he has fatisfy'd the law, and ought to have his 
liberty given him as 4 prey, as the text calls it, 
« XXXiX. 18. that he may try the world once 
again, and fee if poſſible to recover his diſaſters, and 
get his bread ; and it is to be ſpoken in honour of 
the juſtice as well as humanity of that law. for deli- 
vering bankrupts, that there are more tradeſmen re- 
cover themſelves in this age upon their ſecond en- 
deavours, and by ſetting up again after they have 
thus fail'd, and been deliver d, than ever were 
known to do ſo in ten times the number of years 
before. | 8851 
Jo break, or turn bankrupt, before this, was like 
— wy gy the Twrks, he yn recover'd 
to. try his fortune again, but frequently lan- 
iſhed under the — the — of 
rupt, or in the Mint, or Fryers, or rules of the 


Fleet, till he waſted the whole eſtate, and at length 
his life, and ſo his debts were all paid at once. 
Non was the caſe of the creditor much better; 
I mean as far as reſpected his debt, for it was very 
15 N. ſeldom 


— 


feldom that any conſiderable dividend was made; on 
the other hand, large contributions were call'd for 
before people knew whether it was likely any ring 
would be made of the debtor's effects or no 
oftentimes the creditor loſt his whole debt, contri- 
bution-money and all ; ſo that while the debtor was 
kept on the rack, as above, being held in ſuf] 
by the creditors, or by the commiſſioners, or both, 
he ſpent the creditors effects, and ſubſiſted at their 
expence, till the eſtate being waſted, the loſs fell 
heavy on every fide, and generally moſt on thoſe 
who were leaſt able to bear it. 

By the preſent ſtate of things, this evil is indeed 
altered, and the ruin of the creditors effects is bet- 
ter prevented; the bankrupt can no more skulk be- 
hind the door of the Mint and Rules, and prevent 
the commiſſioners inſpection; he muſt come forth, 
be examined, give in an account, and ſurrender him- 
ſelf and effeRs too, or fly his country, and be ſeen 
here no more; and if he does come in, he muſt 
give a full account upon oath, on the penalty of his 
neck. FA 

Wu the effects are thus ſurrendred, the com- 
miſſioners proceedings are ſhort and ſummary; the 
aſſignees are obliged to make dividends, and not de- 
tain the eſtate in their own hands, as was the caſe 
in former days, till ſometimes they became bankru 
themſelves ; ſo that the creditors are ſure now what 
is put into the hands of the aſſignees, ſhall in due 
time, and without the uſual delay, be fairly divided : 
on the other hand, the poor debtor having honeſtly 
diſcharg'd his part, and no objection lying againſt 
the ſincerity of the diſcovery, has a certificate grant- 
ed him, which being allowed by the Lord Chancel- 
lor, he is a clear man, and may begin the world again, 
as I have faid above. e * 

Tux creditor being thus ſatisfied that the debtor 
has been faithful, does not _ the end-of * 

es 4 


—, 
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of Parliament, if he declines to aſſent to the debtor's 
certificate; nor can any creditor decline it, but on 
principles which no man cares to own; namely, 
that of malice, and the higheſt reſentment ; which 
are things a chriſtian Tradeſman will not eaſily act 
On. | | | 
Bor I come now to the other part of the caſe; 
and this is ſuppoſing a debtor fails, and the credi- 
tors do not think fit to take out a commiſſion of 
bankrupt againſt him, as ſometimes is the caſe, at 
leaſt, where they ſee the offers of the debtor are an 
thing reaſonable : my advice in ſuch caſe is, (and I 
k it from long experience in ſuch things,) that 
they ſhould always accept the firſt reaſonable pro- 
al of the debtor; and I am not in this talking on 
the ſoot of charity and mercy to the debtor, but 
of the real and undoubted intereſt of the creditor; 
nor could I urge it, by ſuch arguments as I ſhall 
bring, upon any other foundation ; for if I ſpeak in 
behalf of the debtor, I muſt argue commiſeration to 
the miſerable, compaſſion and pity of his family, and 
2 reflection upon the ſad changes which human life 
Expoſes us all to, and ſo . the creditor to have 
pity upon not him only, but upon all families in 
iſtr | 
Bur I fay I argue now upon a different founda- 
tion, and inſiſt that it is the creditor's true intereſt, 
as hinted before, that if he finds the debtor inclin d 
to be honeſt, and he ſees reaſon to believe he makes 
the beſt offer he can, he ſhould accept the firſt offer, 
as being generally the beſt the debtor can make; and 
indeed, if the debtor be wiſe as well as honeſt, he 
will make it ſo; and generally it is found to be lo : 
and there are indeed many reaſons why the firſt offers 
of the debtor fre generally the beſt, and why no 
commiſhon of bankrupt ordinarily raiſes ſo much, 
_ notwithſtanding all its ſeverities, as the bankrupt of- 
ſers before it is ſued out; not reckoning, the aj 
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and expence which, notvithſtauding all the new me- 


thods, attend ſuch things, and are inevitable. For 


Wren the debtor firſt looking into his affairs ſees 
the neceſſity coming upon him of making a ſtop in 
trade, and calling his creditors together, the firſt. 


thought which by the conſequence of the thing 


comes to be conſider'd, is, what offers he can make 
to them to avoid the having a commiſſion ſued out 
againſt him, and to which end common prudence, . 


as well as honeſt principles, moves him to make the 
beſt offers he can. It he be a man of ſenſe, and, 


according to what I mentioned in my other letter, 


has prudently come to a ſtop in time, before th 

are run to extremities, and while he has ſomethin 
left to make an offer of that may be conſiderable, 
he will ſeldom meet with creditors ſo weak or ſo 


blind to their own intereſt, not to be willing to end 


it amicably, rather than to proceed to a commiſſion. 
And as this is certainly beſt both for the debtor and 
the creditor ; ſo, as I argued with the debtor, that 
he ſhould be wiſe enough, as well as honeſt enough 


to break betimes, and that it was infinitely beſt for 


his own intereſt; ſo I muſt. add, on the other hand, 
to the creditor, that tis always his intereſt to ac- 
cept the firſt offer: and I never knew a commiſ- 
ſion make more of an eſtate where the debtor has 


been honeſt, than he (the debtor) propoſed to give 


them without it. 


IT 1s true, there are caſes where the iſuing out 
a commiſſion may be abſolutely neceſſary. For 


example. 


1. WHERE the debtor is evidently knaviſh, and 


diſ overs himſelſ to be ſo, by endeavours to carry 
off his effects, or alter the property of the eſtate, 
conſe ſſing judgments, or any the uſual ways of 


fraud, which in ſuch caſes are ordinarily practiſed. 


Or. 
2. WHERE 


- F * 
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22. Wurns ſome creditors, by ſuch judgments» 
or by attachments of debts, s deliver'd, effects 
made over, or any other way, have gotten ſome of 
the eſtate into their hands, or ſecurities belonging 
to it, whereby they are in a better ſtate, as to pay» 
ment, than the reſt. Or, 

3. Wrzre ſome people are brought in as credi- 
tors, whoſe debts there is reaſon to believe are not 
real; but who place themſelves in the room of cre- 
ditors, in order to receive a dividend for the uſe 
of the bankrupt, or ſome of his family. 
I theſe and ſuch like caſes, a homer is inevi- 
table, and muſt be taken out; nor does the man me- 
Tit to be regarded upon the foot of what I call com- 
paſſion and commiſeration at all; but ought to be 
treated like a rapparee or plunderer, who breaks with 
a defign to make himſelf whole by the compoſition 
and as many did formerly, who were beggars when 
they broke, be made rich by the breach : It was to 
provide againſt ſuch harpies as theſe, that the Act of 
Parliament was made; and the only remedy againſt 
them is a commiſhon, in which the beſt thing they 
can do for their creditors, is to come in and be 
examingd, give in a falſe account upon oath, be diſ- 
covered, convicted of it, and ſent to the gallows, 
as they deſerve. | q* 
Bur I am ſpeaking of honeſt men, the reverſe of 
ſuch thieves as theſe, who being brought into diſtreſs 
by the ordinary calamities of trade, are willing to 
do the utmoſt to ſatisfy their creditors : when ſuch 
as theſe break in the Tradeſman's debt, let him con- 
fider ſeriouſly my advice, and he ſhall find, I might 
ſay, he ſhall aht find, but I do affirm, he hall 
generally find the firſt offer is the beſt, and that he 
will never loſe by accepting it: to refuſe it, is but 
puſhing the d to extremities, and running 
out ſome of the effectsto ſecure the reſt, 


FiRsZ 


- Vo 22 
2 


Engliſh Tradeſman; 171 
Fixsr, as to collecting in the debts: ſuppoſing”. 
the man is honeſt, and they can truſt him, tis evi- 
dent no man can make ſo much of them as the bank- 
rupt. (1.) He knows the circumſtances of the 
debtors, and how beſt to manage them; he knows 
who he may beſt puſh at; and who beſt forbear. 
(2.) He can do it with the leaſt charge; the com- 
miſſioners or aſſignees muſt employ other people, >» 
ſuch as attorneys, ſollicitors, &c. and they are paid | 
dear: the bankrupt ſits at home, and by letters into 1 
the country, or by viſiting them, if in town, can 
make up every account, anſwer every objection, 
judge of every ſcruple, and, in a word, with eaſe, 
compared to what others muſt do, brings them to com- 

ly. | | 
| e N EXT, as to ſelling off a ſtock of goods; the 
bankrupt keeps open the ſhop, diſperſes or diſpoſes 
of the goods with advantage; whereas the commiſ- 
ſion brings all to a ſale, or an outcry, or an appraiſe- 
ment, and all ſinks the value of the ſtock ; fo that 
the bankrupt can certainly make more of the ſtock 
than any other perſon, (always provided he is honeſt, 

as I 2 before,) and much more than the creditors 

can do. | 
For theſe reaſons, and many others, the bankrupr 

15 able to make a better offer upon his eſtate than 

creditors can expect to raiſe any other way; and 

therefore tis their intereſt always to take the firſt 
offer, if they are ſatisfied there is no fraud in it, 
and that the man has offered any thing near the 

2 of what he has left in the world to offer 
om. N | 

- Ir then it be the Tradeſman's intereſt to accept of 

the offer made, there needs no ſtronger argument to 

be uſed with him for the doing it; and nothing is 
more ſurpriſing to me than to ſee tradeſmen the 
hardeſt to come into ſuch compoſitions, and to puſh 
on ſeverities againſt other tradeſimen, & if they were 
TX out 
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out of the reach of the ſhocks of fortune them- 
felves, or that it was impoſſible for them ever to 
ſtand in need of the ſame mercy ; the contrary to 
which I have often ſeen. | it 
To what purpoſe ſhould tradeſmen puſh things 
to extremities againſt tradeſmen, if nothing is to be 
gotten by it, and if the inſolvent Tradeſman will 
take proper meaſures to convince the creditor that 
his intentions are honeſt } The law was made for 
offenders; there needs no law for innocent men : 
commiſſions are granted to manage knaves, and hamper 
and entangle cunning deſigning Rogues, who ſeek 
to raiſe fortunes out of their creditors eſtates, and 
| exalt themſelves by their own downfal; they are not 
defign'd againſt honeſt men, neither i is there 
any need of them for ſuch. 
Luxx no man miſtake this part therefore, and think 
that I am moving tradeſmen to be eaſy and compaſ- 
ſionate to Rogues and Cheats; I am far from it, and 
have given ſufficient teſtimony of the contrary 3 
having, I aſſure you, been the only perſon who 
actually form'd, drew up, and firſt propoſed that 
very clauſe to the Houſe of Commons, which made 
it felony to the bankrupt to give in à falſe account. 
It cannot therefore be ſuggeſted without manifeſt in- 
juſtice, that I would with one breath prompt credi- 
tors to be eaſy to Rogues, and to cheating fraudu- 
lent bankrupts, and with another make a propoſal to 
have them hang' d. 
Bur I move the creditor on account of his own 
intereſt, always to take the firſt offer, if he ſees no 
palpable fraud in it, or ſees no reaſon to ſuſpect ſuch 
fraud ; and my reaſon is good, viz. becauſe I believe, 
4 ſaid before, tis generally the beſt. * 
I know there is a new method of putting an end 
to a Tradeſman's troubles, by that which was formerly 
thought the greateſt of all troubles ; I mean, à frau- 
dulent method, or what they call taking out N 
1 | * 
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y ſtatutes 3 that is, when tradeſmen get ſtatutes ta- 
ken out againſt themſelves, mov d fuſt by ſome mote 
ſon in kindneſs to them, and done at the requeſt of 
the bankrupt - himſelf ; this is generally done when 
the circumſtances of the debtor are very low, and 
he has little or nothing to ſurrender; and the end is, 
that the creditors may be obliged to take what there 
is, and the man may get a full diſcharge. + | 15+» 
Inis is indeed a vile corruption of a good laws 
and turning the- of the act againſt the cre» 
ditor, not againſt the debtor ; and as he has no- 
thing to ſurrender, they get little or nothing, and 
the man is as effectually diſcharged as if he had 
paid — in the pound; and ſo he is 
in a condition to ſet up again, take freſh credit 
break again, and have another commiſſion againſt 
him; and ſo round, as often as he thinks fit. This 
indeed is a fraud upon the act, and ſhews that alt 
human wiſdom is imperfect, that the law Wants 
ſome repairs, and that it will in time come into 
conſideration again, to be made capable of diſap- 
22 the people that intend to make ſuch uſe 
of it. . | 
I think there is alſo wanting a law againſt twice 
breaking, and that all ſecond commiſſions ſhould 
have ſome penalty upon the bankrupt, and a third a 
farther penalty, and if the fourth brought a man to 
the gallows, it could not be thought hard; for he 
that has ſer up and broke, and ſet up again, and 
broke again, and the like, a third time, I think 
merits to be hang d, if he pretends to venture any 
more. 8 
Mos of thoſe crimes: againſt which any laws 
are publiſh'd in particular, and which are not capts 
tal, have generally an addition of puniſnment upon 
a repetition of the crime; and ſo on, a farther 
niſhment to a farther repetition; I do not ſee why 
it ſhould no be fo here; and I doubt not but it 


would 
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would have a good effect upon tradeſmen, to make 
them cautious, and to warn them to avoid ſuch 
| ſcandalous doings as we ſee daily practiſed, break-. 
ing three or four, or five times over; and we ſee 
| — ances of ſome ſuch while I am writing this very 

er. | 1 i ” 
To ſuch therefore I am ſo far from moving for 
any favour, either from the law, or from their cre- 
ditors, that I think the only deficiency of the law 
at this time is, that it does not reach to inflit a 
| puniſhment in ſuch a cafe ; but leaves ſuch 
inſolvents to fare well in common with thoſe whoſe 
diſaſters are greater, and who being honeſt and con- 
ſcientious, merit more favour, but do not often find 
1. | 


— 


4 am, &c. 


LETTER XIV. 


Of the unfortunate Tradeſman com- 
pounding with his Credmors, 


SIR, Pr 
HIS is what in my laſt I called an alterna: 
tive to that of the fortunate Tradeſman yield- 
ing to accept the compoſition of his inſolvent 
fore N 
Tn poor unhappy Tradeſman having long la- 
bour d * fire, = finding it is in — to "4 - 
gle, but that whether he ſtrives or not ſtrives, 
muſt break; that he does but go backward more and 
more, and that the longer he holds out, he ſhall have 
the leſs to offer, and be che harder thought of, as 
OE | well 
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well as the harder dealt with ; reſolves to- call his 
_ creditors together in time, while there is ſomething 
conſiderable to offer them, and while he may have 
ſome juſt account to give of himſelf, and of his 
conduct, and that he may not be reproach'd with 
having liv'd on the ſpoil, and conſumed their eſtates; 
and thus being ſatisfied that the longer he puts the 
evil day from him, the heavier it will fall when ic 
comes; I ſay, he reſolves to go no farther, and fo 
gets a friend to diſcourſe with and prepare them, 
and then draws up a ſtate of his caſe to lay before 
them. | 


Firſ, He aſſures them that he has not waſted his 
eſtate, either by vice and immorality, or by expen- 
on _ riotous living, luxury, extravagance, 
the like. £ 


Secondly, Hz makes it appear that he has met with 

great loſſes, ſuch as he could not avoid; and yet 

uch and ſa many, that he has not been able to ſup- 
port the weight of them. 


| Thirdhy, Tnar he could have ſtood it out longer, 


bur that he was. ſenſible if he did he ſhould but di- 
miniſh the ſtock, which, c 


onfidering his debts, Was 
pr 
t fpend one part of their debts, is he had loſt the | 


operly not his own ; and that he was reſolved not 
0 
other 


Fourthy, THAT he is willing to ſnew them his 
books, and give up every farthing into their hands, 
that they might ſee he acted the part of an honeſt 
man to them.. And, oft | ; 


1 Fifth, THarT upon his doing ſo, they will find, 
that there is in goods and debts, ſufficient to 
pay them fifteen ſhillings in the pound; after _ 


— — — 
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and when he has made appear that they have a faith« 
Ful and juſt account of every thing laid before them, 
he hopes they will give him his liberty, that he may 
try to get his bread, and to maintain his family in the 
beſt manner he can; and if poſſible to pay the re- 
wm coma ee _ * | a 
You fee I go all the wa the ſuggeſtion 

the poor e —— being 5 ho- 
neſt, and ſhewing himſelf ſo to the full ſatisſaction of 
his creditors; that he ſhews them diſtinctly a true 
ſtate of his caſe, and offers his books and vouchers to 


confirm every part of his account. 


. Upon the ſuggeſtion of his being thus ſincerely 
honeſt, and allowing that the ſtate of his account 
comes out fo well as to pay fifteen ſhillings in the 
pound, What and who but a parcel of outrageous 
For- Besded men would reject ſuch a man? What 
would they be call'd, nay, what would they ſay of 
themſelves, if they ſhould reject ſuch a compoſi- 
tion, and ſhould go and take out a commiſſion. of 
bankrupt againſt ſuch a man ? I never knew but 
one of the like circumſtances, that was refus'd by 
his creditors; and that one held them our, till they 
were all glad to accept of half what they ſaid ſhould 
be firſt paid them: fo may all thoſe be ſerved, who 
reject ſuch wholeſome advice, and the ſeaſon for ac- 
#4 cepting a good offer, when it was made them! But 
! I return to the debtor. - oO 
Wren he looks into his book, he finds himſelf 
declin'd, his own fortune loſt, and his creditors ſtock 
in his hands waſted in part, and ſtill waſting, his 
— being for — Feat much * off, and 
his family expence uſe- rent great; ſo he draws 
up the general articles thus: * Por us 


# *- 


 Srock 
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Frocx DEBTOR. 


4 


| 8 + 3. 
To caſh of my father (being my 3 
ſtock) to begin with in 2 13 "ON 


To caſh of my father in law be- ; 
ing my wife's portion. > 600 o: 00 


oY 9 _ wort too: oo: o 


To profits in trade for ten years, 
25 by the yearly ballance in 0 2469 : Io : o 


journal appears. 


To debts abroad eſteemed good, 
as by the Ledger appears. Jun: : : 08 2 oO 


To goods in the warehouſe at they 672 : 12 


prime coſt. 


Plate, and ſome ſmall jewels o 3 
oz: 


wife's left, and old houſh oo: ©0 
doc all together. 
6 . :.10 00. 
Eſtate deficient to ballance. ioo: o: o 


2 — 


9 
— 


7108 : o8 : 00 


SToOcx CREDITOR, 


E 
By loſſes by bad debts in W 30 : o : 00 
in the year 171. 
. * — 17186. 66 : 10: 00 


— _. _—_— 


—B — 


* 


116: 10: O0 
N Brought 
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Brought over + JFFC-0-20 $88 
By Ditto —— 1717. $6.3 19:2: 
By Ditto —— 1718. 43 : o: 00 
By Ditto — 1719. 25 :.00 : 00 
. by the South- Sea * ei 
By Ditto in trade, 17212. 42 : 00 2.00 
By Ditto —— 1722. 106: o: oO 
By Dito —— 1723, 302 : oo: 00 
By Dito 1724. 8386 : 15 : Oo 

By houſe-keeping and expences, 

| taxes included, as by te Caſh N 836 I2 : 00 
book appears, for ten years. 3 

By houſe-rent at 50 J. per ann. 500 : 00 : 00 
By credits now owing to ſun- | 

dry perſons, as by the Ledger 2536 00: 00 
"EIS: 


7108 : 12 3 00 


Tnts account is drawn out to ſatisfy himſelf 
how his condition ſtands, and what it is he ought 
to do: upon the ſtating which account he fees to 
his affliction that he has ſunk all his own fortune 
and his wife's, and is a thouſand pound worſe than 
nothing in the world; and that being obliged to 
live in the ſame houſe, for the fake of his buſi- 
neſs and warehouſe, tho' the rent is too great for 
him, his trade being declin'd, his credit ſunk, and 
his family being large, he ſees evidently he can- 
not go on, and that 1t will only be bringing things 
from bad to worſe ; and above all the reſt being 
greatly perplexed in his mind, that he is ſpending 
other peoples eſtates, and that the bread he eats is not 
his own, he reſolves to call his creditors all together, 
lay before them the true ſtate of his caſe, and lie at 
their mercy for the reſt. | 8 


* 
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Tat account of his preſent and paſt fortune 
| ſtanding as it did, and as appears above, the reſult 
is as follows, namely, That he has not ſufficient to 

y all his creditors, tho' his debts ſhould prove to 

all good, and the goods in his warehouſe ſhould 
be fully worth the price they coſt, which being lia- 
ble to daily contingencies, add to the reaſons which 
preſs'd him before to make an offer of ſurrender to 
lis creditors both of his goods and debts, and to 
give up all into their hands. 

THz ſtate of his caſe, as to his debts and credit, 
ſtands as follows: | 
ih ada Gd ee 

is debts eſteem „ as 5 

the Ledger, are b ! $1357 + d en 
His goods in the warehouſe, 672 : 12: 00 


2030: 00 : 00 


the fame Ledger appears, OO 2: 09 


His creditors demands, as by 
3036: 
are 
Tuts amounts to fifteen ſhillings in the pound 
upon all his debts; which if the creditors pleaſe to 
appoint an aſſignee, or truſtee to ſell the goods, and 
collect the debts, he is willing to ſurrender wholly 
into their hands, hoping they will as a favour give 
him his houſhold-goods, as in the account, for his 
family-uſe, and his liberty, that he may ſcek our 
for ſome employment to get his bread. | 
Tux account being thus clear, the books exactly 
agreeing, and the man appearing to have acted 
openly and fairly, the creditors meet, and after 
' a few conſultations agree to accept his propoſals, and 
the man is a freeman immediately, gets freſh credit, 
opens his ſhop again, and doubling his vigilance and 
1 „ 
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application in buſineſs, he recovers in a few years, 
grows rich; then like an honeſt man ſtill, he calls 
all his creditors together again, tells them he does 
not call them now to a ſecond compoſition, but to 
tell them, that having with God's bleſſing and his 
own induſtry gotten enough to enable him, he was 
reſolv'd to pay them the remainder of his old debt; 
and accordingly does ſo, to the great joy of his 
creditors, to his own v t honour, and to the 
encouragement of all honeſt men to take the ſame 
meaſures: It is true, this does not often happen, 
but there have been inſtances cf it, and I could 

name ſeveral within my own knowledge. 

Bur here comes an objection in the way, at fol- 
lows : It is true, this man did very honeſtly, and his 
creditors had a great deal of reaſon to be fatisfied 
with his juſt dealing with them; but is every man 
bound thus to ſtrip himſelf naked perhaps this 
man at the ſame time had a family to maintain, and 
had he no debt of juſtice to them, but to beg his houſ- 
hold-goods back of them for his poor family, and 
that as an alms ? and would he not have fared as 
well, if he had offer'd his creditors ten ſhillings in 
the pound, and took all the reſt upon himſelf ? and 
then he had reſerv'd to himſelf ſufficient to have 
ſupported himſelf in any new undertaking. | 
Tux anſwer to this is ſhort and plain, and no 
debtor can be at a loſs to know his way in it; for 
otherwiſe people may make difficulties where there 
are none; the obſerving the ſtri& rules of juſtice 
and honeſty will chalk out his way for him. | 

Tux man being deficient in ſtock, and his eſtate 

run out to a thouſand pounds worſe than nothing, 
by his loſſes, c. tis evident all he has left is the 
proper eſtate of his creditors, and he has no right to 
one ſhilling of it; he owes it them, tis a juſt debt to 
them, and he ought to diſcharge it fairly, by giving 
up all into their hands, or at leaſt to offer to do ſo. 
8 "os Boer 
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Bor to put the caſe upon a new foot; as he is 
obliged to make an offer, as above, to put all his 
effects, books, and goods into their power, ſo he 
may add an alternative to them thus,” viz. Thar if 
on the other hand they do not think proper to take 
the trouble, or run the riſque of col * the 
debts, and ſelling the goods, which may be difficult; 
if they will leave it to him to do it, he will un- 
dertake to pay them. - - ſhillings in the pound, 
and ſtand to the hazard both of debts and goods. 
Having thus offer'd the creditors their choice, 
if they accept the propoſal of a certain ſum, as 
ſometimes I know they have choſen to do, rather 
than to have the trouble of making aſſignees, and 
to run the hazard of the debts, when put into law- 
yer's hands to collect, and of the goods, to fell 
them by appraiſement; if, I ſay, they chooſe this, 
and offer to diſcharge the debtor upon prone, 
ſuppoſe it be of ten or twelve ſhillings in the pound 
in money, within a certain time, or on giving 
ſecurity for the payment: then indeed the debtor is 
diſcharg'd in conſcience, and may lawfully and 
honeſtly rake the remainder, as a gift given him by 
his creditors for undertaking their buſineſs, or ſe- 
curing the remainder of their debt to them; I ſay, 
the debtor may do this with the utmoſt ſatisfaction to 
his conſcience. | 
But without thus putting it into the creditors 
choice, tis a force upon them to offer them any thing 
leſs than the utmoſt farthing that he is able to 
pay; and particularly to pretend to make an offer 
as if it was his utmoſt, and, as is uſual, make proteſ- 
tations that it is the moſt he is able to pay; 
(indeed every offer of a compoſition is a kind of pro- 
teſtation that the debtor is not able to pay any more) 
I fay to offer thus, and declare he offers as much: as 
poſſible, and as much as the effects he has left will 
produce, if his effects are * to produce more, hi 
WY 2 
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is then a cheat; for he acts then like one that ſtands 
at Bay with his creditors, makes an offer, and if 
the creditors: do not think fit to accept of it, 
they muſt take what methods they think they can 
take to get more: that is to ſay, he bids open defi» 
ance to their ſtatutes and commiſſions of bankrupt, 
and any other proceedings; like a town e 
which offers to capitulate and to yield upon ſuch 
articles; which implies, that if thoſe articles are not 
accepted, the garriſon will defend themſelves to the 
laſt extremity, and do all the miſchief to the aſſai · 
lants that they can. 1593 1 
Now this in a garriſon- town, I ſay, may be laws 
ful and fair, but in a debtor to his creditor it is quite 
another thing: for, as / have ſaid above, the debtor 
has no property in the effects which he has in his 
they are the goods and eſtate of the creditor; 
and to hold out againſt the creditor, keep his eſtate 
by violence, and make him accept of a ſmall part 
of it, when the debtor has a larger part in his power, 
and is able to give it; this is not fair, much leſs is 
it honeſt and conſcientious : but tis ſtill worſe to 
do this, and at the fame time to declare that it is the 
utmoſt the debtor can do; this, I ſay, is {till more 
diſhoneſt, becauſe it is not true, and is adding falſe 

hood to the other injuſtice. > er 46000 
Tnus I think I have ſtated the caſe clearly for the 
conduct of the debtor; and indeed, this way of 
laying all before the creditors, and puting it into 
their choice ſeems a very happy method for the 
comfort of the debtor, cat down and dejected with 
the weight of his circumſtances ; and, it may be, 
with the reproaches of his own conſcience zoo, that 
he has not done honeſtly in running out the effects 
of his creditors, and making other families ſuffer by 
him, and perhaps poor families tos; I lay, this way of 
giving up all with an honeſt and ſingle deſire to make 
W 
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ly heals the breach in his peace, which his circum- 
ſtances had made before; for by now doing all that 
is in his power, he makes all poſſible amends for 
what is paſt, I mean as to men; and they are in- 
duc'd by this open frank uſage to give him the re- 
ward of his honeſty, and freely forgive him the 
reſt of the debt. {IS > 
- 'Tarxs is a manifeſt difference to the debtor in 
point of conſcience, between ſurrendering his whole 
effects or eſtate, to his creditors for ſatisfaction of 
their debts, and offering them a compolition ; un- 
leſs, as I have ſaid, the compoſition is offer d, as a 
above, to the choice of the creditor: By ſurren- 
dring the whole eſtate, the debtor acknowledges 
the creditors right to all he has in his poſſeſſion, 
and gives it up to them as their own, putting it 
in their full power to diſpoſe of it as they pleaſe. 
Bur by a compoſition the debtor, as I have ſaid 
above, ſtands at Bay with the creditors, and keep- 
ing their eſtates in his hands, capitulates with them, 
as it were, {word in hand, telling them he can give 
them no more; when perhaps, and too often it is the 
caſe, tis apparent that he is in condition to offer 
more. Now let the creditors conſent to theſe pro - 
poſals, be what it will, and however. voluntary it 
may be pretended to be, tis evident, that a force is 
the occaſion of it, and the creditor complies, andi 
accepts the propoſal, upon the ſuppoſition that no 
better conditions can be had; tis the plain lan 
of the thing; for no man accepts of leſs than 
thinks he can get ; if he believ'd he could have more, 
he would certainly get it if he could. 
Axy if the debtor is able to pay one Gang more 
than he offers, tis a cheat, a palpable fraud, and 
of ſo much he actually robs his creditor ; but in a 
ſurrender the caſe is alter d in all its parts; the deb» 
tor fays to his creditors, Gentlemen, there is a 
full and faithful account of all I have left; tis your 
| N 4 | DOW: 
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own, and there it iu; I am ready to put ir into 
your hands, or into the hands of whomſoever you 


appoint to receive it, and to lie at your mer- 

: this is all the man is able to do, and there- 
fore is ſo far honeſt, whether the methods that re- 
duc'd him were honeſt, or no; that's a queſtion 
by itſelf. If on this ſurrender he finds the credi- 
tors deſirous, rather to have it digeſted into a com- 
ſition, and that they will voluntarily come into 
ſuch a propoſal; then, as above, they — judges 
of the equity of the compoſition, and of what abi - 
lity the debtor is to perform it; and above all, of 
what he may or may not gain by it; if they accept 
of- ſuch a compoſition, inſtead of the ſurrender of 
his effects, then the caſe alters entirely, and the deb- 
tor is acquitted in conſcience, becauſe the creditor 


had a fair choice, and the compoſition is rather 


their propoſal to the debtor, than the debtor's pro- 
poſal to Nat | 


and conſcience on the debtor's behalf, and clear'd up 
his way, in caſe of a neceſſity, to ſtop trading, that 


be — break without wounding his conſcience, 
as well 


as his fortunes; and he that thinks fit to 
ict thus, will come off with the reputation of an 
honeſt man, and will have the favour of his cre- 
ditors to begin again, with whatever he may have 
as to ſtock ; and ſometimes that favour is better to 


| him than a ſtock, and has been the raiſing of many 


a broken Tradeſman, ſo that his latter end has been 


better than his beginning. / 


Tuvs I think I have tated the caſe of juſtice 
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Of Tradeſmen ruining one another by 
Rumour and Clamour, by Scandal 
and Reproach. | 
SIR, ah Wm 
Have dwelt long upon the Tradeſman's manage- 
ment of himſelf, in order to his due preſerving 
both his buſineſs and his reputation: let me beſtow 
one letter upon the Tradeſman for his conduct among 
his neighbours and fellow-tradeſmen. ORE 
CREDIT is ſo much a Tradeſman's bleſſing, that A 
'tis the choiceſt ware he deals in, and he cannot be 
too chary of it when he has it, or buy it too 
dear when he wants it; tis a ſtock to his ware= | 
houſe; tis current money in his caſh-cheſt; it Ace 
cepts all his bills; for tis on the fund of his cre- 
dit that he has any bills to accept; Demands 
would elſe be all made upon the ſpot, and he 
muſt pay for his goods before he has them; there- 
fore I ſay it Accepts all his bills, and oſtentimes 
pays them too: in a word, *tis the life and foul of 
is trade, and it requires his utmoſt vigilance to 
preſerve it. | N r 
Ir then his own Credit ſhould be of ſo much 
value to him, and he ſhould be fo nice in his 
concern about it, he ought in ſome degree to 
have the ſame care of his neighbour's : Religion 
teaches us not to ſlander and defame our neighbour, . 
that is to ſay, not to raiſe or promote any ſlander 
or ſcandal upon his good name: As „ 's 
to another man, and which, the Wiſeman ſays, 1 
| better than life, the ſame is credit to a Tradeſmany 
it is the life of his trade; and he that wounds a | 
Tradeſ- 


* 
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Tradeſman's credit, without cauſe, is as much amur- 
therer in trade, as he that kills a man in the dark is 
a murtherer im matters of blood. | 
Bes1DEs, there is a particular nicety in the cre- 
dit of a Tradeſman, which does nor reach in other 
caſes: a man is ſlander d in his character or reputa- 
tion, and tis injurious; and if it comes in the way 
of a marriage, or of a preferment, or paſt, it may 
diſappoint and ruin him; but if this happens to a 
Tradeſman, he is immediately and unavoidably blaſted 
and undone : a Tradeſman has but two ſorts of ene- 
mies to encounter with, viz. Thieves breaking open 
his ſhop, and ill neighbours blackening and blaſt- 
ing his reputation; and the latter are the worſt 
Thieves of the two, by a great deal; and therefore 
people ſhould indeed be more chary of their diſcourſe 
of tradeſmen, than of other men, and that as they 
would not be guilty of murther. | | 


I knew an author of a book, who was drawn in 


unwarily, and without defign, to publiſh a ſcan- 
dalous ſtory of a Tradeſman in London: He (the 
author) was impos'd upon in it by a ſet of men, 
who did it maliciouſly, and he was utterly igno- 
rant of the wicked deſign; nor did he know the 
perſon, but raſhly publiſh'd the thing, being him- 
iclf too fond of a piece of news, which he thought 
would be grateful to his readers: nor yet did he 
publiſh the perſon's name, ſo cautious he was; tho” 
that was not enouga as it prov'd; for the perſon 
was preſently publiſh'd by thoſe who had malici- 
ouſly done it. | 

ThE ſcandal ſpread; the Tradeſman, a flouriſhing 
man before, and a conſiderable dealer, was run upon 
by it with a torrent of malice; a Match which he 
was about with a conſiderable fortune was blaſted and 
prevented, and that indeed was the malicious end of 
the people that did it; nor did it — there; it brought 
his Creditors upon him, it ruin'd bim, it brought 


out 
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to be equally ſacred from the tongues of men; and. 
'tis a very unhappy truth, that 3s times nom g. 
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outa commiſſion of bankrupt againſt him, it broke his 
heart, and kill'd him; and after his death his debts 
and effects coming in, there appear d to be ſeven ſhil- 
lings in the pound proper eſtate, clear and good, over 


and above all demands, all his debts diſcharg'd, and 
all the expences of the Commiſſion paid. 


Ir was to no purpoſe that the man purg'd him- 
ſelf of the crime laid to his charge; that the Au- 
thor, who had ignorantly and raſhly publifh'd the 


ſcandal, declar d himſelf innocent of the wicked de- | 


ſign; the man was'run down by a torrent of re- 
proach ; ſcandal oppreſs'd him; he was buried alive 


in the noiſe and duſt rais'd both againſt his morals 


and his credit, and yet his character was prov'd good, 
and his bottom in trade was ſo too, as I have faid 
above. | | 

IT is not the leaſt reaſon of my publiſhing this to 
add, that even the perſon who was ignorantly made 
the inſtrument of publiſhing the. ſcandal, was not 
able to retrieve it, or to prevent the man's ruin by 
all the publick 2 he could make in print, 
and by all the acknowledgment he could make of 
his having been ignorantly drawn in to do it. And 
this I mention for the honeſt Tradeſman's caution, 
and to put him in mind, that when he has unwarily 
ler ſlip any thing to the wounding the . of 
his neighbour Tradeſman, whether in his trading 
Credit, or the credit of his morals, it may not be 
in his power to unſay ir again; that is, fo as ta 
prevent the ruin of the perſon; and tho? it | 
grieve him as long as he lives, as the like did the au- 
thor I mention, yet *tis not in his power to recall 
it, or to heal the wound hie has given; and there» 
fore authors ſhould conſider very well of ſuch things 
beforehand, 1: 7 "= ad 


- A Tradeſman's credit, ad a maid's virtue, ought 


they 
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they are neither of them regarded among us as they 
ought to be, | OW $1 
Tnsz Tex-table the Ladies, and the Coffee. 
houſe among the men, ſeem to be places of new in- 
vention for a depravation of our manners and mo- 
rals; places devoted to ſcandal, and where the cha- 
racters of all kinds of perſons and profeſſions are 
handled in the moſt mercileſs manner; where re- 
oach triumphs, and we ſeem to give our ſelves 2 
ſe to fall upon one another in the moſt unchriſti- 
an and unfriendly manner in the world. 
Ir ſeems a little hard that the reputation of 
young Lady, or of a new-married couple, or of 
ple in the moſt critical ſeaſon of eſtabliſhing the cha- 
raters of their perſons and families, ſhould lie at 
the mercy of the Tea- table: nor is it leſs hard, that 
the Credit of a Tradeſman, which is the ſame thin 
in its nature as the virtue of a Lady, ſhould be of: 
| ſed about, ſhurtlecock like, from one table to ano- 
ther in the coffee-houſe, till they ſhall talk all his 
creditors about his ears, and bring him to the very 
misfortune which they reported him to be near; 
when at the ſame time he ow'd them nothing who 
rais'd the clamour, and ow'd nothing to all the world, 
but what he was able to pay. 2. 
Ap yet how many tradeſmen have been thus 
Undone, and how many more have been put to the 
full rrial of their ſtrength in trade, and have ſtood 
the mere force of their good circumſtances ? 
whereas had they been unfurniſh'd with Caſh to have 
anſwered their whole debts, they muſt have fallen 
with the reſt. A 
Ws need go no farther than Lombard-ſftreet for an 
exemplification of this truth; there was a time when 
Lombard. ſtreet was the only Baut, and the goldſmiths 
there were all called Bankers; the credit of their bu- 
ſineſs was ſuch, that the like has not been ſeen in 


England fince, I mean, not in private hands; _ 


uh — . K Pt s/n tat 
£©O_ a 8 a «ac 6 


— 


F 
'f 
| 
+ 
| 
'£ [ 
. 
| 


om mn A &A rw a Foe A ww uk.c.. A tas 


[/& 808 


Engliſh Tradeſman. 189 
of thoſe Bankers, as I have heard from their own 
mouths, have had near two millions of paper credit 
upon them at a time; that is to 15 have had bills 
under their hands running abroad tor ſo much at a 
eIMe. | | | 
On a ſudden, like a clap of thunder, King 
Charles II. ſhut up the Exchequer, which was the 
common center of the overplus Caſh theſe great 
Bankers had in their hands; what was the conſe- 
quence ? Not only the Bankers who had the bulk 
of their caſh there, but all Lombard. ſtreet ſtood ſtill, 
as if they had been thunder- ſtruck; the very report 
of having money in the Exchequer brought à run 
upon the goldſmiths that had no money there, as 
well as upon thoſe that had; and not only Sir Ro- 
bert Liner, Alderman Backwell, Farringdon, Forth, 
and others, broke and fail'd, but ſeveral were ruin'd 
who had not a penny of money in the Exchequer, 
and only ſunk by the rumour of ir ; that rumour 
bringing a run upon the whole ſtreet, and giving a 
check to the Paper- credit that was run up to ſuch an 
exorbitant height before. | 

I remember a ſhop-keeper who one time took the 
liberty (foolsſb liberty) with himſelf, in publick 
company in a Coffee-houſe, to fay that he was broke; 
I aſſure you, ſays be, that I am broke, and to mor- 
row I reſolve to ſhut up my ſhop, and call my cre- 
ditors together. His meaning was, that he had a 
brother juſt dead in his houſe, and the next day was 
to be buried, when in civility to the deceaſed, he 
kept his ſhop ſhut, and ſeveral people whom he 
dealt with, and ow'd money to, were the next 
day invited to the funeral; fo that he did actually 
in up his ſhop, and call ſome of his creditors to- 
er. l 

Bur he ſorely repented the jeſt which he put up- 
on himſelf,” Are you broke ? ſays one of his friends 
to him, who was in the coffec-houſe at the Tame 

rely time, 
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time, then I-wiſh I had the little money you owe 
me; (which however, it ſeems, was not much ;) 
ſays the other, ſtill carrying on his jeſt, I ſhall pay 
no body, till, as I told you; I have called my cue 
ple together. The other did not reach his jeſt, which 
at beſt was but a dull one, but he reach'd that part 
of it that concern'd himſelf, and ſeeing him conti- 
nue careleſly fitting in the ſhop, flipt out and ferch'd 
a couple of ſergeants, and arreſted him. The other 
was a little ſurpriz d; but however, the debt being 
no great ſum, he paid it, and when he found his 
miſtake told his friends what he meant by his being 
broke. k- 232 ;£ 
Bor it did not end there; for other 2 of 
his neighbours who were then in the Coffee-houſe, 
and heard his diſcourſe, and had thought nothing 
more of it, yet in the morning ſeeing his ſhop ſhur, 
concluded the thing was ſo indeed; and immediate- 
ly it went over the whole ſtreet, that ſuch a one was 
Broke ; from thence it went to the Exchange, 'and 
from thence into the country, among all his Dealers, 
who came up in a throng and a fright to look after 
him; In a word, he had as much to do to prevent 
his Breaking in good earneſt, as any man need to de- 
fire; and if he had not had very good frier ds, as 
well as a very Botrom, he had inevitably been 
ruin'd and undone. 
So ſmall a rumour will over-ſet a Tradeſman, if 
he is not very careful of himſelf; and if a word in 
jeſt from himſelf, which tho' indeed no man that 
had conſidered things, or thought before. he ſpoke, 
would have faid ; (and on the other hand, no man 
who had been wiſe and thinking would have taken 
as it was taken); I ſay, if a word taken from the 
Tradeſman's own mouth cou'd be ſo fatal, and run 
ſuch a —_— length, what may not words ſpoken 
225 ſecretly, and maliciouſly, be made to 
. | A 
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A Tradeſman's reputation is of the niceſt nature 
imaginable, like a blite upon a fine flower, if it is 
but toucht, the beauty of it, or the flavour of it, 
or the ſeed of it is loſt, tho“ the noxious breath 
which toucht it might not reach to blaſt the leaf, 
or hurt the root; the credit of a Tradeſman, ar leaſt _ 
in his beginning, is too much at the mercy of eve- 
ry enemy he has, till it has taken root, and is eſta- 
bliſhed on a ſolid foundation of good conduct and 
ſucceſs. Tis a ſad truth, that every idle tongue 
can blaſt a young ſhop-keeper ; and therefore, tho” 
I wou'd not diſcourage any young beginner, yet it 
is highly beneficial to alarm them, and to let them 
know that they muſt expect a ſtorm of ſcandal and 
reproach upon the leaſt ſlip they make: if they but 
ſtumble, fame will throw them down; tis true, if 

they recover, ſhe will ſet them up as faſt ; but ma- 
lice generally runs before, and bears down all with 
it; and there are ten tradeſmen who fall under the 
weight of ſlander and an ill tongue, to one that is 
lifred up again by the common hurry of report. 
To fay I am Broke, or in danger of breaking, is 
to break me: and tho' ſometimes the malicious oc- 
caſion is diſcovered, and the author detected and ex- 
poſed; yet how ſeldom is it ſo? and how much 
oftner are ill reports rais'd to ruin and run down a 
Tradeſman, and the credit of a ſhop? and like an 
arrow that flies in the dark, it wounds unſeen. The 
authors, no nor the occaſion of theſe reports, are 
ever perhaps diſcover'd, or ſo much as rightly 
gueſs d at; yer the poor Tradeſman feels the wound, 
receives the deadly blow, and is perhaps mortally 
ſtabb' d in the vitals of his trade, I mean his trading 
credit, and never knows who hurt him.. 
I-muſt fay, in the Tradeſman's behalf, that he 


is in ſuch a caſe to be eſteemed a facrifice to the 
. worſt and moſt helliſh of all ſecret crimes, I mean 


Envy; which is of the Devil, was born of Hell, 


1-7 
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and is made up of every hateful vice, a — 
on of crimes which nothing but the worſt of God 
| reaſonable world can be guilty of; and he that falls 
thus will indeed merit and call for every honeſt 
man's pity and concern; But what relief is this to 
him? for in the mean time, tho* the Devil himſelf 
were the raiſer of the ſcandal, nay, tho“ à viſible 
apparition from Hell ir ſelf openly and avowedly 
carried the report about, yet it ſhall go about; the 
blow ſhall take, and every man, tho? at the ſame time 
expreſſing their horror and averſion at the thing, 
ſhall yet not be able, no not themſelves, to ſay they 
receive no impreſſion from it. pp 
Tao” I know the clamour or rumour was raiſed 
maliciouſly, and from a ſecret envy at the proſperi- 
ty of the man; yet if I deal with him, it will in 
ſpire of all my ab ce of the thing, in ſpite of 
I my willingneſs to do juſtice, I ſay it will have 
ſome ble impreſſion upon me, it will be ſome ſhock 
to my confidence in the man; and tho* I know the 
Devil is a Liar, a Slanderer, a Calumniator, and that 
his name Devil is derived from it; and that I knew, 
if that, as I ſaid, were poſſible, that the Devil in his 
proper perſon rais'd and begun, and carried on this 
ſcandal upon the Tradeſman, yet there is a ſecret 
lurking doubt (about him), which hangs upon me 
concerning him ; the Devil is a Liar, but he may 
Happen to ſpeak truth juſt then, he may chance to 
be right, and I know not what there may be in it, 
and whether there may be any thing or no, but I 
will have a little care, ec. 
. Tnvs inſenſibly and involuntarily, nay, in ſpite 
of friendſhip, good wiſhes, and even reſolution to 
the contrary, tis almoſt impoſſible to prevent our 
| being ſhockt by rumour, and we receive an impreſ- 
ſion whether we will or not, and that from the 
worſt enemy; there is ſuch a powerful ſympathy 
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being but toucht, and that in the lighteſt manner 


.imaginable, we cannot help it, caution ſteps on in 
behalf of the laſt, and the man is jealous and afraid, 
in ſpite of all the kindeſt and beſt intentions in the 
world. N #45 1H t aro 

Non is it only dangerous in caſe of falſe accuſa- 
tions, and falſe charges, for thoſe indeed are to be 
expected fatal; but even juſt and true things may 
be as fatal as falſe, for the truth is not always neceſ- 
ſary to be ſaid of a- Tradeſman : many things a 
Tradeſman may perhaps allow himſelf to do, and 
may be lawfully done, but if they ſhould be known 
to be part of his character, they would ſink deep into 
his trading fame, his credit would ſuffer by it, and in 
the end it might be his ruin; ſo that he that would 
not ſet his hand to his neighbour's ruin, ſhould as 
carefully avoid ſpeaking ſome truths, as raiſing ſome 
torgeries/upon him e e ads 
Or what fatal conſequence then is the raiſing: ru» 
mours and ſuſpicions upon the credit and characters 
of young tradeſmen ? and how little do thoſe who 
are forward to raiſe ſuch ſuſpicions, and ſpread ſuch 
rumours, conſult conſcience, or principle, or ho- 
nour, in what they do? how little do they conſi- 
der that they are committing a trading murther, and 
that, in reſpect to the juſtice of it, they may with 
much more equity break open the Tradeſman's houſe, 
and rob his caſh- cheſt, or his ſhop? and what they 
can carry away thence will not do bim half the in- 


jury that robbing his character of what is due to it 


from an upright and diligent conduct, would do: 
the loſs df his money or goods is eaſily made up, 
and may be ſometimes repaired with advantage; but 
the lols of credit is never repair'd ;_the one is break» 
ing open his houſe, but the other is burning it 
down; the one carries away ſome goods, hut the 


other ſhurs out goods from coming in; one is 


hurting che Tradelman, but the other is undoing 
| et CREDIT, 


—— — 
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- CREDIT is the Tradeſman's life, tis, as the Wiſe- 
man ſays, marrow to his bones; tis by this that all 
his affairs go on proſperouſly and pleaſantly ; if this 
be hurt, wounded or weakened, the Tradeſman is 
fick, hangs his head, is dejected and diſcouraged; 
and if he does go on, it is heavily and with Ah 
culty, as well as with diſadvantage; he is behold- 
ing to his fund of caſh, not his friends; and he 
may be truly ſaid to ſtand upon his own legs, for 
nothing elſe can do it. 

AND. therefore, on the other hand, if ſuch a man 
is any way beholding to his credit,” if he ſtood be- 
fore upon the foundation of his credit, if he owes 
any —ü—U tis a thouſand to one but he 
ſinks the oppreſſion of it; that is to ſay, it 
brings every body upon him; I mean, every one 
that has any demand upon him; for in puſhing for 
their own, eſpecially in ſuch caſes, men have ſo lit- 
tle mercy, and are ſo univerſally perſuaded that he 
that comes firſt is firſt ſerved, that I did not at all 
wonder, that in the ſtory of the Tradeſman who 
ſo fooliſhly expoſed himſelf in the coffee-houſe, as 
above, his friend whom he ſaid the words to, began 
with him that very night, and before he went our, 
of the coffee-houſe 3 it was rather a wonder to me 
he did not go out and bring in half a dozen more 
upon him the ſame evening. e 
I 1s very rarely that men are wanting to their 
own intereſt; and the jealouſy of its being but in 
danger, is enough to make men forget, not friend- 
ſhip only, and generoſity, but manners, civi- 
lity, and even juſtice it ſelf; men will fall u 
| the beſt friends they have in the world, if they 

=_ they are in the leaſt danger of ſuffering by 
Om theſe accounts it is, and many more, that a 
* Tradeſman walks-in continual jeopardy, from the 

Hoolnels and inadvertency of mens tongues, ay, and 
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womens too; for tho' I am all along very tender of 
the Ladies, and would do juſtice to the ſex, by tel- 
ling you, they were not the dangerous people whom 
I had in view in my firſt writing upon this ſubject 3 
yet I muſt be allow'd to ſay, that they are ſome» | 
times fully even with the men, for ill uſage, when 
they pleaſe to fall upon them in this nice article, in 
revenge for any flight, or but pretended ſlight, put 
upon them. | ; 

IT was a terrible revenge a certain Lady, who 
was affronted by a Tradeſman in London, in a mat- 
ter of love, took upon him in this very article. It 
ſeems a tradeſman had courted her ſome time, and it 


was become publick, as a thing in a manner con- 


cluded, when the Tradeſman left the Lady a little 
abruptly, without giving a good reaſon for it; and 
indeed ſhe afterwards diſcovered that he had left her 
for the offer of another with a little more money, 
and that when he had done ſo, he reported that it 
was for another reaſon, which reflected a little on 
the character of the Lady: In this the Tradeſ- 
man did very unworthily indeed, and deſerv'd her 
reſentment; but, as I faid, it was a terrible re- 
1 ſhe took, and what ſhe ought not to have 
One. | ; 
FixsT ſhe found out who it was that her former 
pretended lover had been recommended to, and ſhe 
found means to have it inſinuated to her by a wo- 
man- friend, that is to ſay, a ſhe-Devil, that he was 
not only rakiſh and wicked, but in ſhort, that he 
had the Foul diſeaſe, and went ſo far as to produce 
letters from him to a Quack-DoRor, for directions 
to him how to take his medicines, and afterwards a a 
receipt for money for the cure; tho' both the letters 
and receipt alſo, as afterwards appear'd, were forg di 
in which ſhe went a diſmal length in her revenge, 
B you-may ſes. © yo e 


„ 
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Tue ſhe ſer two or three female. inſtruments to 

diſcourſe her caſe in all their goſſips companies, and 

gat the Tea-tables where-ever they came, and to 

magnify the Lady's prudence in refuſing ſuch a 
| ms and what an eſcape ſhe had had in being clear 
of him. 

WIr, fays a Lady to one of theſe emiſlaries, 
what was the matter? I thought ſhe was like to be 
very well married. 

O!] no, Madam, by no means, ſays the Emiſ- 
ur, Madam, ſays another Lady, we all know 
Mr. H. » he is a very pretty fort of a man. 

Ar. Madam, ſays the Emiſſary again, but you know 
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8 a pretty man is not all that's requir'd. | 
Nax, ſays the again, I don't mean ſo; hes 
no beauty, no rarity that way; but I mean a clever | 
' good fort of a man in his buſineſs, ſuch as we call a 
pretty Tradeſman. | N 
Ar, ſays the Lach employ'd, but that is not all nei- 
er. , | a 
War, ſays the other Lady, he has a very good trade 
too, and lives in good credit. ä 


- Yes, ſays malice, he has ſome of the firſt, but not 
too much of the laſt, I ſuppoſe. | 
No ! ſs the Lady, I thought his credit had been 
v 


if Ah = 
Ir it had, I ſuppoſe, /ays the firſt, the match had 
not been broke 2 1 N IJ 
Wx, ſays the Lach, I underſtood it was broke 
off on his ſide. 118 

AND ſo did 1, ſays another. 

AND ſo did I indeed, ſays 4 third. | 4 

O! Madam, /ays the Tool, nothing like it, I a. 
ſure you. | . 1 
 InDEED, ſas avother, I underſtood he had quitted 
Mrs. becauſe ſhe had not fortune vg For 3 
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him, and that he courted another certain Lady, whom — 


we all know. 


THEN the Ladies fell to talking of the circums 


ſtances of his leaving her, and how he had broken 
from her abruptly and unmannerly, and had been too 

free with her cha der; at which the firſt Lady, 
that is to ſay, the Emiſſary, or Tool, as I call her, 
took it up a little hag thus: 

1. La. WELL, you ſee, Ladies, how eaſily a La- 
dy's reputation may be injur'd ; I 2 8 you will not 
go away with it ſo. 

2. La. Nay, we have all of us a reſpect for 
Mrs. and ſome of us viſit there ſometimes; 


her. 


1. La. BuT indeed, Ladies, ſhe 1s very much i in- | 


jured in that ſto 

2. La. INDEED "tis generally underſtood lo, and 
every 8 believes it. 
f þ La. I can aſſure you tis quite otherwiſe in 
fact. 

2. La. I believe he reports it fo himſelf, and 
too. 

1. La. TxE more baſe unworthy fellow he. 


2. La. ESPECIALLY if he knows it to be other= 
wiſe. 


1. La, ESPECIALLY if he knows the contrary to. 


be true, Madam, 


2 La. Is that poſſible? Did he not refuſe her 5 


then? 
1. La. Nothing like it, Madam; but juſt the. cone. 


4 * Vov ſurpriſe me ! 
3. La. Tam wy gow to hear it, for her ſake. _ 
1. La. I can aſſure you, Madam, ſhe has refuſed 


been 


— 


O 3 


5 


W 
8 


that with ſome very odd things about the Lady - 


bis, and that he 1 well enough, which has 


I believe none of us would be willing to injure 
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been one of the reaſons that has made him abuſe hey. 
as he has done. 


2. La. INDEED ſhe has been uſed very ill by him, 


or ſomebody for him. 

1. La. YEs, he has reported ſtrange things, but 
they are all curſed lies. 

2. La. WELL, but pray, Madam, what was the 
reaſon, if we may be ſo free, that ſhe turned him off 
after ſhe had entertained him ſo long? 

1. La, O! Madam, reaſon enough; I wonder he 
ſhould pretend, when he knew his own circumſtances 
too, to court a Lady of her fortune. 

4 2. La, WHy are not his circumſtances good 
en? 

1. La. No, Madam, good ! alas he has no bot- 

tom. 

2. La. No bottom! why you ſurprize me; we 

always look'd upon him to be a man of ſubſtance, 

and that he was very well in the world. 

1+ Za. It's all a cheat, Madam, there's nothing in 
it; when it came to be made out, nothing at all 
in it. 

2. La. THAT cannot be, Madam; Mr. 
has liv'd always in good reputation and good credit 
in his buſineſs. 

I. La. It's all ſunk again then, if it was ſo; I 
don't know. | 

2. La. Way did ſhe entertain him fo long then 

I. La. ALas, Madam! how could ſhe know, 
| ng Lady, *till her friends enquir'd into things ; 

ut when they came to look a little narrowly into 
it, they ſoon found reaſon to give her a caution, that 
he was not the man ſhe took him for. K+ 

2. La. WELL, tis very ſtrange; I am ſure he 
paſt for another man among us. 

1. L. Ir muſt be formerly then; for they tell 
me his credit has been ſunk theſe three or four years; 
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he had need enough indeed to try for a greater for- 


une, he wants it enough. 
2. La. 'Tis a curſed thing when men look out 


for fortunes to heal their trade-breaches 'with, and 


make the poor wife parch up their old bankrupt 
credit, 

I. La. ESPECIALLY, Madan, when they know 
themſelves to be gone ſo far, that even with the ad- 
dition of the Lady 's fortune, they can ſtand but a 
little while, and muſt inevitably bring the Lady to 
deſtruction with them; I think ſuch uſage is worſe 
than a raviſhment, and merits the gallows as much, 

2. La. WELL I could never have thought Mr. 
was in ſuch circumſtances. 

3. La. Nox I; we always took him for a ten 
thouſand pound man. 

1. La. Trty fay he was deep in the Bubbles, 


Madam. 


2. La. Nax, if he was gotten into the Somth-See; 
that might hurt him indeed, as it has done many 6 
Gentleman of better eſtates than he. 

1. La. I don't know whether it was the South 
Sea, or ſome other Bubbles, but he was very near 
making a bubble of her, and 30001. into the bare 

ain. 
4 2. La. I am glad ſhe has eſcap'd him, if it beſo; 
e e iends took a great deal of care of 
er. 

1. La. He won't hold it long; he will have his 
deſert, I hope; I don't doubt but we ſhall ſee him 
in the Gazetre quickly for a Bankrupt. 

2. La. Ir he does not draw in ſome innocent 
young thing that has her fortune in her own hands 
to patch him up. 

I. La. I hope not, Madam; J hear he is blown 
where he went fince, and there they ſay they have 
made another diſcovery of him, 1 in a worſe circum- 


— Lance than t'otker. N 


— — — — — 


94 L. 


= 


TS — 
—— — 


- : 
— 


= . — — ON — 
. = 22 —ů 
I" 4 _ al «of 4 9 A * A. © * 
— I "TIE, <1 - W * — by * * 2 "a — — — + oy 8 
2 - o — n 
x 4 w . 1 
* 


* -- 
* KY 


. Rane — — — — — = 
ng on oP OG DT IT . 
. L : = : 
: Ah its Ws n © nt Rod - PE Shad p 
. : 


200 The Complete 


I. La. NoTHiNG, Madam, but the foul dif. 
eaſe, &c. I need ſay no more. 

2. La. You aſtoniſn me! why I always thought 
him a very civil, honeſt, ſober man. 

1. La THis is a fad world, Madam; men are 
ſeldom known now, till *tis too late; but ſometimes 
murther comes out ſeaſonahly, and fo I underſtand 
*ris here; for the Lady had not gone ſo far with 


him, but that ſhe could go off again. 


2. La. Nay, 'twas time to go off again, if 'twas 


| 2 


= 1 Nax, Madam, I do not tell this part of 
my wn knowledge; I only heard fo, but I am afraid 


there is too much in it. 


Tuvus ended this piece of Helliſh wildfire, upon 
the character and credit of a tradeſman; the truth 


of all which was no more than this, that the Tradeſ- 


man diſliking his firſt Lady left her, and ſoon after, 
tho* not preſently, courted another of a ſuperior for- 
—. indeed, th not for that reaſon ; and the firſt 
rovok'd at being caſt off, and, as ſhe call'd 
it, 1, Kiga, rais d all this clamour upon him, and 
rſecuted him with it, wherever ſhe was able. 
SUCH a diſcourſe as this at a Tea-table, it could 
not be expected, would be long a ſecret; it ran from 
one tittle-rattle ſociety to another; and in every 
company, ſnow-ball like, it was far from leſſening, 
and it went on till at length it began to meet wit 
ſome contradiction, and the Tradeſman found him- 
ſelf obliged to trace it as far and as well as he 
could. | 
Bur it was to no purpoſe to confront it; when 
one was ask'd, and another was ask'd, they only an- 
ſwer'd they heard ſo, and they heard it in company 
in ſuch a place, and in ſuch a place, and ſome could 
een where they had it, and ſome could _ 
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and the poor Tradeſman, though he was really a 


man of ſubſtance, ſunk under it prodigiouſly: his 


new miſtreſs, whom he courted, refus'd him, and 
would never hear any thing in his favour, or trouble 
herſelf to examine whether it was true, or no; it 


was enough, ſhe ſaid, to her, that he was loaded 


with ſuch a report; and if it was unjuſt ſhe was ſor- 
ry for it, but the misfortune muſt 'be his, and he 


muſt place it to the account of his having made ſome 


enemies, which ſhe could not help. 


As to his credit, the ſlander of the firſt Lady's 
| raiſing was ſpread induſtriouſly, and with the ut- 


moſt malice and bitterneſs, and did him an inexpreſ- 
ſible prejudice; every man he dealt with was ſhy of 
him; every man he ow'd any thing to, came for 
it; and, as he ſaid, he was ſure he ſhould ſee the 
laſt penny demanded ; It was his happineſs that he 
had wherewith to pay, for had his circumſtances 
been in the leaſt perplexed, the man had been un- 
done; nay, as I have obſerv'd in another caſe, as his 
affairs might have lain, he might have been able to 
have paid forty ſhillings in the pound, and yet have 
been undone, and been obliged to break, and ſhur 


up his ſhop, 


IT is true, he work'd thro' it, and he carried it 
ſo far, as to fix the malice of all the reports pretty 


much upon the firſt Lady; and particularly fo far, 
as to diſcover that ſhe was the great reaſon of his 
being ſo poſitively rejected, by the other; but he 
could never fix it ſo upon her, as to recover any da- 
mages of her, only to expoſe her a little; and that 
ſhe did not value, having, as ſhe ſaid wickedly, 
= her full revenge of him, and ſo indeed ſhe 


Tar ſum of the matter is, and it is for this 


reaſon I tell you the ſtory, that the reputation of 


a Tradeſman is too much at the mercy of mens 


tongues, or womens either; and a ſtory raiſed upon 
n "PIER a 
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4 Tradeſman, however malicious, however falſe, and 
however frivolous the occaſion, is not eaſily ſup- 

preſs d, but if it touches his credit, as a fath of 
fire it ſpreads over the whole air like a ſheer, there 
is no ſtopping it. 

Mr inference from all this ſhall be very brief; if 
the tongues of every ill-diſpoſed envious goſſip, whe- 
ther man- goſſip or woman-goſhp, for there are of 
both ſorts, may be thus miſchievous to the Tradeſ- 
man, and he is ſo much at the mercy of the tatling 
flandering part of the world ; how much more 
ſhould tradeſmen be cautious and wary, how they 
touch or wound the credit and character of one 
another? there are but a very few tradeſmen who 
can fay they are out of the reach of ſlander, 
and that the malice of enemies cannot hurt them 
with the tongue: here and there one, and thoſe 
antient and well-eſtabliſh'd, may be able to defy the 
world ; but there are ſo many others, that I think 
T may warn all tradeſmen againſt making havock of 
one another's reputation, as they would be tender- 

us'd in the ſame caſe. 

AND yet I cannot but ſay it is too much a Tradeſ- 
man's crime, I mean, to ſpeak ſlightly and contemp- 
tibly of other tradeſmen, their neighbours, or per- 
haps rivals in trade, and to run them down in the 
characters they give of them, when inquiry may 
be made of them, as often is the caſe: The reputa- 
tion of tradeſmen is too often put into the hands 
of their fellow-tradeſmen, when ignorant people 
think to inform themſelves of their circumſtances, 
by going to thoſe whoſe intereſt ir is to defame and 
run them down. 

I know no caſe in the world, in which there is 
more occaſion for the golden rule, quod tibi fieri non 
vit, alters ne 1, do as you would be done unto; 
and tho you may be eſtabliſh'd as you may think, 
and be above the reach of the tongues of others, Yo 
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the obligation of the rule is the ſame, for you are 
to do as you would be done unto, ſuppoſing that 
you were in the ſame condition, or on a level with 
the perſon. | 

IT is confeſs d, that tradeſmen do not ſtudy 
this rule in the particular caſe I am now ſpeaking of: 
no men are apter to ſpeak ſlightly and coldly of a 
fellow-tradeſman, than his fellow-tradeſmen, and 
to ſpeak unjuſtly too: the reaſons for which cannot 
be good, unleſs it can be pleaded for upon the foun- 
dation of a juſt and impartial concern in the intereſt 
of the inquirer ; and even then nothing mult be ſaid, 
but what is conſiſtent with ſtrict juſtice and truth; 
all that is more than that, is meer ſlander and envy, 
and has nothing of the chriſtian in it, much leſs 
of the neighbour, or friend. It is true, that friend- 
ſhip dy oh due to the inquirer, but ſtill ſo much 
juſtice is due to the perſon enquir'd of, that *tis 
very hard to ſpeak in ſuch cafes, and not be guilty 
of raiſing duſt, as they call it, upon your neighbour, 
and at leaſt hurting, if not injuring him. 

IT is indeed fo difficult a thing, that I ſcarce 
know what ſtated rule to lay down for the condu& 
of a Tradeſman in this caſe; a Tradeſman at a diſ- 
rance 1s going to deal with another Tradeſman, my 
neighbour ; and before he comes to bargain, or 
before he cares to truſt him, he goes, weakly enough 
perhaps, to enquire of him, and of his circum» 
ſtances among his neighbours and fellow tradeſ- 
men, perhaps of the ſame profeſſion or employ- 
ment, and who among other things, it may be, 
are concerned by their intereſt, that this Trade ſ- 
man's credit ſhould not riſe too faſt : What muſt 
be done in this caſe ? * 

Is I am the perſon enquir'd of, what muſt I do? 
if I would have this man fink in his reputation, or 
be diſcredited, and if it is for my intereſt to have 
him cried down in the world, it is a fore tempta- 
9 1. TR tion 
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tion to me to put in a few words to his difadvan- 
tage; and yet if I do it in gratification of my pri- 
vate views or intereſt, or upon the foot of reſentment 
of any kind whatever, and let it be from what occa- 
ſion it will, nay, however juſt and reaſonable the 
reſentment is, or may be, it is utterly unjuſt and 
unlawful, and is not only unfair as a man, but un- 
chriſtian, and is neither leſs or more than a ſecret re- 
venge, which is forbidden by the laws of God and 
man. ö 
Ix on the other hand I give a good character of 
the man, or of his reputation, I mean, of his cre- 
dit in buſineſs, in order to have the enquirer truſt 
him, and at the ſame time know or believe that he 
is not a found and good man, (that is, as to trade, 
for it is his character in trade that J am ſpeaking of) 
what am I doing then ? *tis plain J lay a ſnare for 
the enquirer, and am at leaſt inſtrumental to his loſs, 
without having really any deſign to hurt him; for 
*tis to be ſuppos d, before he came to me to enquire, 
- had no view of acting any thing to his preju- 
ice. 

AGAIN, there's no medium; for to refuſe or de- 
cline giving a character of the man is down-righr 
giving him the worſt character I can; 'tis in ſhort 
ſhooting him thro' the head in his trade: a man 
comes to me for à character of my neighbouring 
Tradefman; I anſwer him with a repulſe to his en- 
quiry thus, | 


A. Goop Sir, do not ask me the character of 
my neighbours ; I reſolve to meddle with no body's 
character; pray do not enquire of me. 

B. WELL, but Sir, you know the gentleman; 
you live next doorto him; you can tell me, if you 
pleaſe, all that I defire to know, whether he is 
2 man in credit, and fit to be truſted, or no, in the 
way of his buſineſs. Kp ; 
tals he 41 
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A. I tell you, Sir, I meddle with no man's buſi · 
neſs; I will not give characters of my neighbours; 
tis an ill office; a man gets no thanks for it, and 
perhaps deſerves none. i 

B. Bur, Sir, you would be willing to be inform'd 

and advis'd, if it was your own caſe. Dr 
A. Ir may be fo, but I can't oblige people to 
inform m. en bY 

B. Bor you would entreat it as a favour, and fo 
I come to you. | 

A. BuT you may go to any body elſe. | 

B. Bur you are à man of integrity; I can de- 
pend upon what you ſay; I know you will not 
deceive me, and therefore I beg of you to ſatisfy 
me. 5 
A. Bur I deſire you to excuſe me, for tis what 
I never do; I cannot do it. | | 1 
B. But, Sir, I am in a great ſtreight; I am juſt 
ſelling him a great parcel of goods, and I am will- 
ing to ſell them too, and yet I am willing to be ſafe, 
as you would yourſelf, if you were in my caſe. 

A. I tell you, Sir, I have always reſolv'd to for- 
bear meddling with the characters of my neighbours; 
*tis an ill office; beſides, I mind my own buſineſs; 
I 2 not enter into the enquiries after other peoples 
affairs. 52 

B. WELL, Sir, I underſtand you then, I know 
what I have to do. , 

A. War do you mean by that? 

. B./NoTHING, Sir, but what I ſuppoſe you would 
have me underſtand by it. | 9 

A. I would have you underſtand what I ſay, viz. 
that I will meddle with no body's buſineſs but 
my own. | 

B AnD I fay I underſtand you; I know you 
are a good man, and a man of charity, and loth to 
do your neighbours any prejudice, and that you 
will ſpeak the beſt of every man as near as you can 
n 
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A. I tell you I ſpeak neither the beſt or the 
worſt, I ſpeak nothing. 6 tire Tore on 
3. WELL, Sir, that is to lay, that as charity di- 
rects you to ſpeak well of every man, ſo when you 
cannot ſpeak well, you refrain, and will lay nothing 4 
and you do very well to be ſure, you are a very kind 
neighbour.  _, | . 
A. Bur that is a baſe conſtruction of my words; 
for I tell you I do the like by every body. 
B. Yes, Sir, I believe you do, and I think you 
are in the right of it, I am fally ſatisfied. | 
A. You act more unjuſtly by me than by my 
neighbour; for you take my ſilence, or declining 
to give a character to be giving an ill character. 
B. No, Sir, not for an ill character. $44 
A Bur I find you take it for a ground of ſuſ- 
cion. | | 
K B. I take it indeed for a due caution to me, Sir; 
2 man may be a good man for all that, 
| Z ONLY what? I underſtand you; only you 
won't truſt him with your goods. | 
B. Bur another man may, Sir, for all that; fo 
that you have been kind to your neighbours and to 
me too, Sir; and you are very juſt; I wiſh all men 
would act ſo one by another, I ſhould feel the he- 
nefit of it myſelf among others, for I have ſuffer'd 
deeply by ill rongues, I am ſure. | 
A. WELL, however unjuſt you are to me, and 
to my neighbour too. I will not undeceive you at 
_ preſent ; I think you do not deſerve it. = 


Hz us'd a great many more words with him to 
convince him. that he did not mean any diſcredit to 
his neighbour Tradeſman ; but it was all one, he 
would have it be, that his declining to give his ſaid 
neighbour a good character was giving him an ill 
character, which the other told him was a wrong 
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inference : however he found that the man ſtood b 
his own notion of it, and declin'd truſting the Tradet- 
man with the goods, tho' he was ſatisfied he (the 
Tradeſman) was a ſufficient man. 
pop this he was a little uneaſy, imagining that 
he had been the cauſe of it, as indeed he had, next 
to the poſitive humour of the enquirer, tho it was 
not really his fault, neither was the conſtruction the 
other made of it juſt to his intention; for he aim'd at 
freeing himſelf from allenquiries of that nature, but 
found there was no prevailing with him to under- 
ſtand it any other way than he did; fo to requite 
the man a little in his own way, he contriv'd the 
following method; he met with him two or three 
days after, and ask d him if he had ſold his goods to 
the perſon his neighbour. 8 P . 

No, ſays he, you know I would not. 

Nax, ſays the other, I only knew you ſaid ſo; I 
I did not think you would have ated ſo from what 
I ſaid, nor do I think I gave you any realon. . 

War, ſays he, I knew you. would have given him 
a good character if you could, and I knew you 
_ too honeſt to do it, if you were not {ure it was 
Ju N. | : | 

Tus laſt part J hope is true, but you might have 
beliey'd me honeſt too in what I did ſay, that I had 
reſolv d to give no characters of any body. | 
As to that I took it, as any body would, to be 
the beſt and modeſteſt way of covering what you 
would not have to be diſclos'd, namely, that you could 
not ſpeak as you would; and I alſo judg'd, that you 
therefore choſe to ſay nothing. ru” 
— WELL, I can ſay no more but this; you are not 
juſt ro me in it, and I think you are not juſt to your 
ſelf neither, 

THEY parted again upon this, and the next 
day the firſt Tradeſman, who had been ſo preſs'd 

ie a character of his neighbour, ſent a man to 
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buy the r el of goods of the other Tradeſman, and 
offering him ready Money, bought them conſider- 
ably cheaper than the neighbour- tradeſman was to 
have given for them, beſides reckoning a reaſonable 
diſcount for the time, which was four months, that 
ae firſt Tradeſman was to have given to his-neigh- 
As ſoon as he had done, he went and told the 
neighbour-tradeſman of what he had done, and the 
reaſon of it, and fold the whole parcel to him again, | 
giving the ſame four months credit for them, as tbe 
firſt man was to have given, and taking the diſcount 
for time only to himſelf, gave him all the advantage 
of the buying, and gave the firſt man the mortifica- 
tion of knowing it all, and that the goods were not 
only for the os man, but that the very Tradeſ- 
man, whom he would not believe when he declin'd 
piving a character of any man in general, had truſt- 
ed him with them. Le We 1 
He pretended to be very angry, and to take it | 
very ill; but the other told him, that when he came 
to him for a character of the man, and he told him 
honeſtly, that he would give no characters at all; 
that it was not for any ill to his neighbour that he 


declin'd it, he ought to have believ'd him; and that 


he hop'd when he wanted a character of any of his 1 
neighbours again, he would not come to him for it. 
Tus ſtory is to my purpoſe in this particular, Y 


which is indeed very ſignificant; that it is the moſt | 


difficult thing of its kind in the world to avoid giv- |: f 


ing characters of our neighbouring tradeſmen; ane 


that let your reaſons for it be what they will, to re. 3 
fuſe giving a character is giving a bad character, and 


is generally ſo taken, whatever caution or arguments 


you uſe to the contrary. 5 3 

Iz the next place tis hard indeed, if an honeſt 
neighbour be in danger of felling a large parcel of 
goods to a fellow, who I may know it is not . 3 
NS ; | 0 1 
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ſhould be able to pay for them, tho' his credit may 
in the common appearance be pretty good at that 
time; and what muſt I do? if I diſcover the man's 
circumſtances, which perhaps I am let into by ſome 
accident, I ſay, if I diſcover them, the man is un- 
done; and it I do not, the Tradeſman, who is in 
danger of truſting him, is undone. - oo 
I confeſs the way is clear, if I am obliged ro ſpeak 
at all in the caſe; the man unſound is already a Bank- 
rupt at bottom, and muſt fail; but the other man 
is ſound and firm, if this diſaſter does not befall him; 
the firſt has no wound given him, but negatively; 
he ſtands where he ſtood beſore; whereas the other 
is drawn in perhaps to his own ruin; in the next 
place the firſt is a Knave, or rather Thief, for he 
offers to buy, and knows he cannot pay; in a word, 
he offers to cheat his neighbour ; and if I know it, 
I am fo far confederate with him in the cheat. | 
In this caſe I think I am obliged to give the ho- 
neſt man a due caution for his fafety, if he deſires 
my advice; I cannot ſay I am obliged officiouſly to 


go out of my way to do it, unleſs I am any way 
Intereſted in the perſon ; for that would be to dip 


into other- mens affairs, which 1s not 'my proper 
work, and if I ſhould any way be miſinform'd of 
the circumſtances of the Tradeſman I am to ſpeak 
of, and wrong him, I may be inſtrumental to bring 
ruin cauſelefly upon him. | 

In a word, it is a very nice and critical caſe, and 


2 Tradeſman ought to be very ſure of what he ſays; 


and does in ſuch a caſe, the good or evil fate of his 
neighbour lying much at ſtake, and depending too 
much upon the breath of his mouth; every part of 
this diſcourſe ſhews how much a Tradeſman's wel- 
fare depends upon the juſtice and courteſy of his 
neighbours, — how nice and critical a thing his re- 
puration is. 
3 T's 
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Tuts well conſider'd would always keep a Tradef- 
man humble, and ſhew him what need he has to be- 
have courteouſly and obligingly among his neigh- 
bours ; for one malicious word from a man much 
meaner than himſelf, may overthrow him in ſuch a 
manner, as all the friends he. has may not be able to 
recover him; a Tradeſman, if poſſible, ſhould never 
make himſelf any enemies. | ; 

Bur if it is ſo fatal a thing to tradeſmen to give 
characters of one another, and that a Tradeſman ſhould 
be fo backward in it for fear of hurting his neigh- 
bour, and that, notwithſtandiug the character given 
ſhould be juſt, and the particular reported of him 
ſhould be true; with how much greater caution 
ſhould we act in like caſes, where what is ſuggeſted 
is really falſe in fact, and the Tradeſman is innocent, 
as was the caſe in the Tradeſman mentioned before 
about courting the Lady? if a Tradeſman may be 

ruin'd and hs: by a true report, much more may 
he be fo by a falſe report, by a malicious, ſlander- 
ing, defaming tongue: There is an artful way of 
talking of other peoples reputation, which really, 
however ſome people ſalve the matter, is equal, if 
not ſuperior, in malice to the worſt thing they can 
| ay; this is, by rendring them ſuſpected, talking 
doubtfully of their characters, and of their conduct, 
and rendring them firſt doubtful, and then ſtrongly 
ſuſpected; I don't know what to fay to ſuch a man, 
a Gentleman came to me the other day to enquire 
about him, bur I knew not what to fay, I durſt not 
ſay he 8 a good man, or that I would truſt him 
with five hundred pound my ſelf; if I ſhould have 
ſaid ſo, I ſhould bely my own opinion; I do not 
know indeed, he may be a good man at bottom, 
but : —_ — — his buſineſs, if I ſhould, 
muſt lie, I think he keeps a great deal of company, 
ind the l, keeps a great company, 


Axo- 


1 mw ern Alli. 


Engliſh Tradeſinan, 211 
 AXOTHER, he is ask'd of the currency of his 
payments, and he anſwers ſuſpiciouſly on that fide 
too; I know not what to ſay, he may pay them 
at laſt, but he does not pay them the moſt currents 
ly of any man in the ſtreet, and I have heard ſaucy 
boys huff him at his door for bills on his endea- 
vouring to pur them off ; indeed I muſt needs fay I 
had a bill on him a few weeks ago for an hundred 
pounds, and he paid me very currently, and with- 
out any dunning, or often calling upon, but it was 
I believe becauſe I offer'd him a bargain at thar 
time, and I ſuppoſe he was reſolv'd to put a good 
face upon his credit. 

A tradeſman, that wonld do. as he would be done by, 
ſhould carefully avoid theſe people who come always 
about, enquiring after other tradeſmens characters: 
There are men who make it their buſineſs to do 
thus; and as they are thereby as ready to ruin and 
blow up good fair dealing tradeſmen as others, fo 
they do actually ſurpriſe many, and come at their 
characters earlier and nearer than they expect they 
TRADESMEN, / ſay, that will thus behave to one 
another, cannot be ſuppos'd to be men of much prin- 
ciple, but will be apt to lay hold of any other ad- 
vantage to hurt their neighbour, how unjuſt ſoever, 
and indeed will wait for an occaſion of ſuch advan- 
tages; and where is there a Tradeſman, but who, if 
he be never ſo circumſpect, may ſome time or other 
give his enemy, who watches for his halting, ad- 
vantage enough againſt him : when ſuch a malicious 
Tradeſman appears in any place, all the honeſt tradeſ- 
men about him ought to join to expoſe him, whe- 
ther they are afraid of him, or no; they ſhould 
blow him among the neighbourhood, as a publick 
nuſance, as a common Barrettor, or raiſer of ſcandal ; 
by ſuch a general averſion to him they would de- 
Preciate him, and bring him into fo juſt a contempt, 
P 2 that 
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that no body would keep him company, much lefs 
credit any thing he ſaid ; and then his tongue would 
be no ſlander, Fi breath would be no blaſt; and no 
body would either tell him any thing, or hear any 
thing from him; and this kind of uſage, I think, 
is the only way to put a ſtop to a defamer; for 
when he has no credit of his own left, he would be 
unable to hurt any of his neighbours. - 


1 am, thc. 


—— 
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LETTER XVI. 
Of the Tradeſman's entrmg into Part- 
nerſhip in Trade, and the many 
dangers attending it. 


SIR, 


HERE are ſome buſineſſes which are more 
particularly accuſtomed to partnerſhips than 
others, and ſome that are very ſeldom managed with- 
out two, three, or four partners, and others that 
cannot be at all carried on without partnerſhip ; and 
there are others again, in which they ſeldom join 
partners together. | 
Mercers, Linen-Drapers, Banking Goldſmiths, and 
ſuch conſiderable trades, are often, and indeed gene- 
rally carried on in partnerſhip, but other meaner 
trades, and of leſs buſineſs, are carried on, generally 
ſpeaking, ſingle handed. | 
SomE Merchants, who carry on great buſineſs in 
foreign ports, have what they call Houſes in thoſe 
ports, Where they plant and breed up their ſons and 
| Dok e appren· 
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apprentices ; and theſe are ſuch as T hinted could nor 
carry on their buſineſs without partnerſhip. 
+ Tax trading in partnerſhip is not only liable to 
more hazards and difficulties, but it expoſes the 
Tradeſman to more ſnares and diſadvantages by a great 
deal, than the trading with a ſingle hand does; and 
ſome of thoſe ſnares are theſe. \ 
I. Ix the partner is a ſtirring, diligent, capable 
man, there is danger of his ſlipping into the whole 
trade, and getting in between you and home, by 
his application, thruſting you at laſt quite out; ſo 
that you bring in a ſnake into your chimney-corner, 
which, when it is warm'd and grown vigorous, turns 
about at you; and hiſſes you out of the houſe: It 
is with the Tradeſman, in the caſe of a diligent and 
active partner, as T have already obſerv'd it was in 
the 805 of a truſty and diligent apprentice; name- 
ly, that if the maſter does not appear conſtantly at 
cha head of the buſineſs, and make himſelf be 
known by his own application and diligence to be 
what he is; he ſhall ſoon look to be what he is 
not, that is to ſay, one not concern'd in the buſi- 
neſs. 1 | | 
He will never fail to be eſteem'd the principal 
erfon concern'd in the ſhop, and in the trade, * 
is principally and moſt conſtantly found there, act- 
ing at the head of every buſineſs; and be it a ſer- 
vant or a partner, the maſter or chief loſes himſelf 
extremely by the advances the other makes of that 
kind ; for whenever they part again, either the ap- 
prentice by being out of his time, or the partner by 
the expiration of the articles of partnerſhip, or by 
any other determination of their agreement, the 
cuſtomers -moſt certainly defire to deal with the 
man whom they have ſo often been obliged by; 
| — if they miſs him, enquire after and follow 
reren en e 
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Ir is true, the apprentice is the more dangerous 
of the two, becauſe his ſeparation is ſuppoſed to be 
more certain, and generally ſooner than the partner 
the apprentice is not known, and cannot have made 
his intereſt among the buyers, but for perhaps a year, 
or a year and a half before his time expir'd; ſooner 
than that he could not put himſelf in the way of 
being known and obſerv'd ; and then, when his time 
is out, he certainly removes, unleſs he is taken into 
the ſhop as a Partner, and that indeed profengs the 
time, and places the injury at a greater diſtance, but 
ſtill it makes it the more influencing when it comes; 
and unleſs he is brought ſome how or other into the 
family, and becomes one of the houſe, perhaps by 
marriage, or ſome other ſettled union with the ma- 
ſter, he never goes off without making a great chaſm 
in the maſter's affairs, and the more, by how much 
he has been more diligent and uſeful in the trade, 
the wounds of which the maſter ſeldom if ever re- 
Covers. 16 | 
I,x the partner was not an apprentice, but that they 
either came out of their times together, or near it, 
or had a ſhop and buſineſs before, but quitred it to 
come in, it may then be ſaid that he brought part of 
the trade with him, and ſo encreas'd the trade when 
he join'd with the other in proportion to what he 
may be ſaid to carry away when he went off; this 
is the beſt thing that can be faid of a partnerſhip; 
and then I have this to add, firſt, that the Tradeſ- 
man who took the Partner in, has a fair field indeed 
to act in with his Partner, and muſt take care, by 
his conſtant attendance, due acquaintance with the 
cuſtomers, and appearing in every part of the buſi - 
neſs, to maintain not his intereſt only, but the ap · 
pearance of his intereſt in the ſhop or warehouſe, 
that he may on every occaſion, and to every cuſto- 
mer, not only be, but be known to be, the maſter 
and head of the buſineſs; and that the other wy 1 
Ss 
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beſt but a Partner, and not a chief Partner, as in 
caſe of his abſence and negligence will preſently be 
ſuggeſted 3; for he that chiefly appears will be always 
chief Partner in the eye of the cuſtomers, whatever 
he is in the ſubſtance of the thing. TE 


Tuts indeed is much the ſame. caſe with what 
is ſaid before of a diligent ſervant, and a negligent 
maſter, . and therefore I forbear to enlarge upon it; 
but it is ſo important in both caſes, that indeed it 
cannot well be mentioned too often: the maſter's 
full application, in his own perſon, is the only an- 
ſwer to both. He that takes a partner only to caſe 
him of the toil of his buſineſs, that he may take his 
pleaſure, and leave the drudgery, as they call it, to 
the Partner, ſhould take care not to do it till about 
ſeven years before he reſolves to leave off trade; that 
at the end of the partnerſhip he may be ſatisfied to 
give up the trade to his Partner, or ſee him run away 
with it, and not trouble himſelf about it. | 

Bur if he takes a partner at his beginning, with 
an intent, by their joint enlarged ſtock, to enlarge 
their buſineſs, and ſo carry on a capital trade, which 

haps neither of them were able to do by them- 
elves, and which is the only juſtifiable reaſon for 
taking a partner at all, he muſt reſolve then to join 
with his Partner, not only in ſtock, but in mutual 
diligence and application, that the trade may flou- 
riſh by their joint aſſiſtance and conſtant labour, as 
two oxen yoak'd rogether in the ſame draught, b 
their joint aſhſtance, draw much more than dou 
what they could either of them draw by their ſin- 
gle ſtrength ; and this indeed is the only ſafe cir- 
cumſtance of a partnerſhip; then indeed they are 
properly partners when they are aſſiſtants to one ano» 
ther; whereas otherwiſe they are like two gameſters 
ſtriving to worm one another out, and to get the 


maſtery in the play they are engaged in. 
| | P 4 Tun 
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Tx very word Partner, imports the ſubſtarice of 
the thing, and they are as ſuch engaged to a mutual 
application, or they are no more Partners, but ra- 
cher one is the trading gentleman, and the other is 
the trading drudge ; but even then let them depend, 


the drudge will carry away the trade and the profit 


too at laſt; and this is the way how one partner 
may honeſtly ruin another, and for ought I k n)] 
tis the only one; for it cannot be ſaid but that the 
diligent Partner acts honeſtly in acting diligemly, 
and if the other did the ſame they would both thrive 
alike; but if one is negligent and the other dili- 
gent, one extravagant and expenſive, the other fru- 
gal and prudent, it cannot be ſaid to be his fault, 
that one is rich, and the other poor; that one en- 
creaſes in the ſtock, and the other is leſſen d, and 
at laſt work d quite out of it. Ae 
As a Partner then is taken in only for eaſe, to 
abate the firſt Tradeſman's diligence, and take off 
the edge of his application, ſo far a Partner, let him 
be, as honeſt, and diligent as he will, is dangerous to 
the Tradeſman; nay, the more honeſt and the more 
diligent he is, the more dangerous he is, and the 
more a ſnare to the Tradeſman that takes him in: 


and a Tradeſman ought to be very cautious in the 


adventure, for indeed it is an adventure, That he be 
not brought in time to relax his 1 by having 
a partner, even contrary to his firſt intention; for 
lazineſs is a ſubtle inſinuating thing, and ttis a fore 
temptation to a man of eaſe and indolence, to ſee 
his work done for him, and leſs need of him in the 
buſineſs than uſed to be, and yet the buſineſs to go 
on well too; and this danger is dormant, and lies 


unſeen, till after ſeveral years, it riſes as it were out 


of its ambuſcade, and ſurpriſes the Tradeſman, let- 
cing him ſee by bis loſs what his netzlect has coſt 
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2. Bor there are other dangers in partnerſhip, 
and thoſe not a few ; 'for you may not only be re- 
miſs and negligent, remitting the weight of the bu- 
ſineſs upon him, and depending upon him for its 
being carried on, by which he makes himſelf maſter, 
and brings you to be forgot in the buſineſs: But 
he may be crafty too, and deſigning in all this, and 
when he has thus brought you to be as it were #0 
body, he ſhall make himſelf be all ſome body in the 
trade, and in that particular he by degrees gets the 
capital intereſt, as well as ſtock in the trade, while 
the true. original of the ſhop,” who laid the founda- 
tion of the whole buſineſs, brought a trade to the 
ſhop, or brought commiſſions to the houſe, and 
whoſe the buſineſs more particularly is, is ſecretly 
ſupplanted, and with the concurrence of his own. 
negligence, for without that it cannot be, is as it 
were laid aſide, and at laſt quite thruſt out. 

Tus whether honeſt or diſhoneſt, the Tradeſ- 
man is circumvented, and the partnerſhip is made 
fatal ro him; for it was all owing to the partner- 
ſhip, the Tradeſman was diligent before, underſtood 
his buſineſs, and kept cloſe to it, gave up his time 
to it, and by employing himſelf, prevented the in- 
dolence which he finds breaking inſenſibly upon him 
afterwards, by being made eaſy, as they call it, in the 
aſſiſtance of a partner. . 

z. Bur there are abundance of other caſes which 
make a partnerſhip dangerous; for if it be ſo where 
the partner is honeſt and diligent, and where he 
works into the heart of the buſineſs by his induſtry 
and application, or by his craft and inſinuation, what 
may it not be if he proves idle and extravagant; 
and if inſtead of working him out, he may be ſaid 
to play him out of the buſineſs 3 that is to ſay, 
prove wild, expenſive, and run himſelf and his part- 
ner out by his extravagance ? | 
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_THrers are but too many examples of this kind; 
and here the honeſt Tradeſman has the labouring oar 
indeed !. for inſtead of being aſſiſted by a diligent in- 
duſtrious Partner, who on that account he took in- 
to the trade; he proves a looſe, extravagant, wild 
fellow, runs abroad into company, and leaves him 
(for whole relief he was taken in) to bear the bur- 
den of the whole trade, which perhaps was too heavy 


for him before, and if it had not been {o, he had not 


been prevail'd with to have taken in a Partner at 
all | Ray 
| , and is 


Tris is indeed a terrible diſappointment 
very Aer 3 and the more fo, becauſe it can - 
not be recall'd ; for a partnerſhip is like matrimony, 
it is almoſt engaged in for better for worſe, till 
years expire; there is no breaking it off, at leaſt not 
cafily nor fairly, but all the incenveniences which 
are to be fear d will follow and ſtare in your face: 
as firſt, the partner in the firſt place draws our all 
his ſtock; and this ſometimes is a blow fatal enough, 
for perhaps the partner cannot take the whole trade 
upon himſelf, and cannot carry on the trade upon 
his own ſtock, if he could, he would not have ta- 
ken in a partner at all; this withdrawing the ſtock 
has ſometimes been very dangerous to a partner; nay, 
has many times been the overthrow and undoing of 
him and of the family that is left. | 

_ . Ht that takes a Pertner into his trade on this ac- 
count, namely, for the ſupport of his ſtock, ro en- 
joy the aſſiſtance of ſo much caſh to carry on the 
trade, ought ſeriouſly to conſider what he ſhall be 
able to do when the partner breaking off the partner · 
ſhip ſhall carry all his ſtock, and the improvement 
of it too, with him; perhaps the Tradeſman's ſtock 
is not much increaſed, perhaps not at all; nay, per- 
haps the ſtock is leſſened, inſtead of being increaſed, 
and they have rather gone backward than forward ; 
what ſhall the Tradeſman do ig ſuch a gaſe ? and 


how | 
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how ſhall he bear the breach in his ſtock which that 
ſeparation would make?! 7 
Tus he is either tied down to the Partner, or 
the Partner pin'd down to him, for he cannot ſepa- 
rate without a breach. It is a fad truth to many 
partner, that when the partnerſhip comes to be finiſh- 
ed and expired, the man would let his partner go, 
but the other cannot go without tearing him all to 
pieces whom he leaves behind him; and yet the part- 
ner being looſe, idle and extravagant, in a word, will 
ruin both if he ſtays. A7 
Tus is the danger of partnerſhip in ſome of the 
beſt circumſtances of it; but how hazardous and 
how fatal is it in other caſes? and how many an 
honeſt and induſtrious Tradeſman has been prevail d 
with to take in a partner to eaſe himſelf in the weight 
of the buſineſs, or on ſeveral other accounts, ſome 
perhaps reaſonable and prudent enough, but has 
Fang himſelf immediately involv'd in a fea of trou- 
ble, is brought into innumerable difficulties, con- 
ceal'd debts, and unknown incumbrances, ſuch as 
he could no ways extricate himſelf out of, and fo 
both have been unavoidably ruin'd together? | 

THESE caſes are ſo various and fo uncertain, that 
it is not eaſy to enumerate them; but we may in- 
clude the particulars in a general or two. f 

I. ONE partner may contract debts, even in the 
partnerſhip it ſelf, ſo far unknown to the other, as 
that the other may be involv'd in the danger of 
them, tho' he was not at all concern'd in, or ac- 
quainted with them at the time they were con- 
tracted, | | | 

2. Onsz partner may diſcharge debts for both 
partners, and fo. having a defign to be knaviſh, may 
go and receive money and give receipts for it, and 
not bringing it to account, or not bringing the 
money into caſh, may wrong the ſtock to ſo conſi- 
derable a ſum, as may be tg the ruin of the other 
partner, rn 


-*:3.” Ox?! partner may confeſs judgment, or give 
bonds, or current notes in the name, and as for the 
| account of the company, and yet convert the effects 
to his own private uſe, leaving the ſtock to be an- 
ook, Afr 0 bad 
4. Ox partner may ſell and give credit, and de- 
liver parcels of goods to what ſam, or what quan- 
tity he thinks fit, and to whom, and ſo by his in- 
diſcretion, or perhaps by connivance and knavery, 
loſe to the ſtock what parceF of goods he pleaſes, to 
the ruin of the other partner, and bring themſelves 
© be both bankrupt together. 1 
J. Nax, to ſum up all, one partner may commit 
acts of bankrupcy without the knowledge of the o- 
ther, and thereby ſubject the united ſtock, and both 
or all the partners to the danger of a commiſſion, 
when they may themſelves know nothing of it till 
the blow is given, and given ſo, as to be too late 
ro be retrieved. n n 
A theſe and many more being the ill conſe- 
quences and dangers of partnerſhip in trade, I can- 
not bur ſeriouſly warn the honeſt induſtrious T radeſ- 
man, if poſſible, to ſtand upon his own legs, and 
go on upon his own bottom; to purſue his buſi- 
neſs diligently, but cautiouſly, * what we call 
fair and ſoftly; not eagerly puſhing to drive a vaſt 
trade, and enjoy but half of it, rather carry on a 
middling buſineſs, and let it be his own. * 

THERE may be caſes indeed which may have their 
exceptions to this general head of advice; partner- 
flips may ſometimes prove ſucceſsful, and in ſome 
particular buſineſs they are more neceſſary than in 
others, and in ſome they tell us that they are abſo- 
lutely neceſſary; tho' the laſt I can by no means 
grant; but be that as it will, there are ſo many caſes 
more in number, and of great conſequence too, which 
miſcarry by the ſeveral perplex'd circumſtances, dif- 
fering tempers, and open knavery of partners, that 
TOS J cannot 
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I cannot but give 1t as a friendly advice to all tradeſ- 
men, if poſſible to avoid partnerſhips of all kinds. 
Bor if the circumſtances of trade require part- 
nerſhips, and the riſque muſt be run, I would re- 
commend to the Tradeſman not to enter into part- 
nerſhips, but under the following circumſtances. 
1. Nor to take in any partner who ſhould be 
allowed to carry on any ſeparate buſineſs, in which 


the partnerſhip is not concerned; depend upon it, 


whatever other buſineſs your partner carries on, you 
run the riſque of it as much as you do of your own; 
and you run the riſque with this particular circum- 
ſtance too, that you have the hazard without the 
profit or ſucceſs; that is, without a ſhare in the 

rofit and ſuccels, which is very unequal and unfair. 
1 cunning men will tell you that there may 
be proviſion made ſo effectually in the articles of 
e that the MY in partnerſhip ſhould be 
concerned in no other intereſt or engagements bur 
its own; but let ſuch cunning gentlemen tell me, if 
the partner meets with a diſappointment in his other 
undertakings, which wounds him ſo deep as to 
break him, will it not affect the partnerſhip thus 


- 


far? 1. That it may cauſe his ſtock to be drawn 


haſtily out, and perhaps violently too. 2. That it 
touches and taints the credit of the partner to be 
concern'd with ſuch a man; and tho' a man's bot- 
tom may ſupport him, if it be very good, yet tis a 
blow to him, touches his credit, and makes the 
world ſtand a little at a ſtay about him, if it be no 
more, for a while, till they ſee that he ſhews him- 
ſelf upon the Exchange, or at his ſhop-door again, 
in ſpight of all the apprehenſions and doubts that 
have been handed about concerning him. Either 
of theſe are ſo eſſential to the Tradeſman whoſe 
partner thus ſinks by his own private breaches, in 
which the partnerſhip is not concern'd, that it is 
worth while to caution the Tradeſman againſt ven- 
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turing. And 1 muſt add too, that many a Tradeſ- 
man has fallen under the diſaſter by the partner's af- 
fecting him, tho the immediate loſſes which the 
partner hath ſuffer d have not been charg'd upon 
755 ; and yer I believe *tis not fo eaſy to avoid 
being fallen upon for thoſe debts alſo. | 

Ir is certain, as I formerly noted, rumour will 
break a Tradeſman almoſt at any time; it matters 
not at firſt, whether the rumour be true or falſe; 
what rumour can fit cloſer to a man in buſineſs, his 
own perſonal misfortunes excepred, than ſuch as 
this, That his Partner is broke? That his Partner has 
met with a loſs, ſuppoſe an Enſurance, ſuppoſe a 
fall of ſtocks, ſuppoſe a bubble or a cheat, or we 
know not what, the partner is ſunk, no man knows 
whether the partnerſhip be concern'd in it, or no; 
and while it isnot known, every man will ſuppoſe it, 
for mankind always think the worſt of every thing. 
- WrarT can be a cloſer ſtroke at the poor Tradeſ- 
man? He knows not what his partner has done ; 
he has reaſon to fear the worſt ; he even knows not 
himſelf for a while, whether he can ſteer clear of 
the rocks or no: but ſoon recovers, knows his own 
circumſtances, and ſtruggles hard with the world; 
pays out his partner's ſtock, and gets {happily 
over it; and tis well he does ſo, for that he is at 
the brink of ruin muſt be granted ; and where one 
ſtands and keeps up his reputation and his buſineſs, 
there are twenty would be undone in the ſame cir- 
cumſtances. 5 5 ; 

Wro then would run the venture of a Partner, 
if it were poſſible to avoid it? and who, if they 
muſt have a Partner, would have one that was con- 
cern'd in ſeparate buſineſs, in which the partnerſhip 
was not engaged? 

2. Ir you muſt have a Partner, always chooſe to 
have the partner rather under than over you ; by 
this 1 mean, take him in for a fifth, a fourth, or at 

1 ſons 
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moſt a third: never for a half: there are many rea- 
ſons td be given for this, beſides that of having the 
greater ſhare of profits, for chat I do not give as 4 
reaſon here at all ; but the principal reaſons are theſe; 
firſt, in caſe of any diſaſter in any of the particular 
ſuppoſed accidents, which T have mention'd, and 
that you ſhould be obliged to pay out your part- 
ner's ſtock, it will not be ſo heavy, or be ſo much 
a blow to you; and ſecondly, you preſerve to your 
ſelf the governing influence in your own bulineſs ; 

ou cannot be over-ruPd, over-aw'd, or dogmati- 
cally told, it ſhall, or ſhall not be thus, or thus: 
He that takes in a partner for a third has a partner 
Servant ; he that takes him in for a half has a partner 
Maſter ; that is to fay, a Director, or Preceptor: 
let your Partner have always a leſſer intereſt in the 
buſineſs than your ſelf, and be rather leſs acquainted - 
with the buſineſs than your ſelf, at leaſt not better; 
you ſhould rather have a partner to be inſtructed, 
than a partner to inſtruct you; for he that teaches 
you will always taunt you. 

3. Ir you muſt have a partner, let him always be 
your junior rather than your ſemor ; by this I mean, 
your junior in the buſineſs, whether he is ſo in years, 
or not : There are many reaſons why the Tradeſman 
= ſhould chooſe this, and particularly the fame as the 
= other of taking him in for a junior or inferior part 
of the trade; that is to ſay, to maintain the ſuperio- 
rity of the buſineſs in his own hands; and this I 
mention, not at all upon account of the pride or 
vanity of the ſuperiority, for that is a trifle com- 
par'd to the reſt; but that he may have the more 
authority to inſpect the conduct of his Partner, in 
which he is ſo much and fo eſſentially concerned; 
and to enquire whether he is doing any thing, or 
taking any meaſures dangerous or prejudicial to the 
ſtock, or to the credit of the partnerſhip, that ſo if 
he finds any thing, he may reſtrain him, and pro- 
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vent in time the miſchief which would o 
inevitable to them both. 
TER are many other advantages to a Tradeſman, 
who is oblig'd to take a partner, by keeping in his 
own. hands the major part of the trade, which are 
too long to repeat here; ſuch as his being always 
able to put a check to any raſh adventure, any launch- 
ing out into Bubbles and Projects, and things dan- 
gerous to the buſineſs; and this is a very needful 
thing in a partnerſhip, that one partner ſhould be 
able to correct the raſh reſolyes of another in ha- 
zardous caſes. _ | B 
By this correcting of raſh meaſures, I mean over- 
ruling them with moderation and temper, for the 
of the whole, and for their mutual advantage : 
The Romans frequently had two Generals, or Conſole, 
to command their armies in the field; one of which 
was to be a young man, that by his vigour and 
fprightly forwardneſs he might keep up the ſpirits 
and courage of the ſoldiers, encourage them to tight, 
and lead them on by his example; the other an old 
ſoldier, that by his experience in the military affairs, 
age and councils, he might a little abate the fire of 
his collegue, and might not only know how to fight, 
but know when to fight; that is to ſay, when to 
avoid fighting ; and the want of this loft them ma- 
ny a victory, and the great battle of Cannæ in par- 
- ap in which $0000 Romans were killed in one 
| To compare ſmall things with great, 7 may ſay 
it is juſt ſo in the affair of trade; you ſhould al- 
ways join a ſober grave head, weighed to buſineſs, 
and acquainted with trade, to the young trader, 
who having been young in the work, will the eaſier 
give up his judgment to the other, and -who is go- 
verned with the ſolid experience of the other; and 
fo you join their ways together, the raſh and the ſe- 
date, the grave and the giddy. 
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if poſſible, you take no body into partnerſhip but 
ſuch as whoſe circumſtances 1n trade you are fully 


acquainted with; ſuch there are frequently to be had 


among relations and neighbours, - and ſuch, if poſſi- 
ble, ſhould be the man that is taken into partner- 
ſhip, that the hazard of unſound circumſtances may 
be avoided; a man may elſe be taken into partner- 
ſhip who may be really Bankrupt even before you 
take him in; and ſuch things have been done, to the 
ruin of many an honeſt Tradeſman. 
Ir poſſible, let your Partner be a beginner, that 
his ſtock may be reaſonably ſuppos'd to be free and 
unentangled ; and let him be one that you know 
perſonally, and his circumſtances, and did know 
_ before you had any thoughts of engaging to- 
ether. | 
8 ALL theſe cautions are with a ſuppoſition that the 
Partner muſt be had; but 1 muſt 41 give it as m 
opinion, in the caſe of ſuch tradeſmen as I have all 
along directed my ſelf to, that if poſſible they ſhould 
go on ſingle handed in trade; and I cloſe it with 
this brief note, reſpecting the qualifications of a 
Partner, as above, that 5 | 
Nxxr to no Partner, ſuch a Partner is beſt. 
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AGAIN, if you muſt go into partnerſhip, be ends 
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of Honeſty in Dealing ; and (1.) 07 
telling unavoidable Trading Lies. 


S IR. 


HERE is ſome difference between an honeſt 

man, and an honeſt Tradeſman ; and tho' the 
diſtinction is very nice, yet I muſt fay it is to be 
ſupported : Trade cannot make a knave an honeſt 
man, for there is a ſpecifick difference between ho- 
neſty and knavery, which can never be altered by 
trade or any other thing ; nor can that integrity of 
mind which deſcribes and is peculiar to a man of 
honeſty be ever abated to a Tradeſman ; the recti- 
rude of his ſoul muſt be the ſame, and he muſt not 
only intend or mean honeſtly and juſtly, but he muſt 
do ſo; he muſt act honeſtly and juſtly, and that in 
all his dealings ; he muſt neither cheat or defrau 
over-reach or circumvent his neighbour, or in 
any body he deals with; nor muſt he deſign to do 
ſo, or lay any plots or ſnares to that purpoſe in his 
dealing, as is frequent in the general conduct of too 
many, who yet call themſelves honeſt tradeſmen, and 
would take it very ill to have any one tax their in- 


regrity. 
1 after all this is premis'd, there are ſome la- 
titudes, like poetical licences in other caſes, which 
a Tradeſman is and muſt be allow'd, and which by 
the cuſtom and uſage of trade he may give himſelf 
a liberty in, which cannot be allow'd in other caſes 
to any man, no, nor to the Tradeſman himſelf out 
of his buſineſs; I fay, he may take ſome liberties, 
but within bounds ; and whatever ſome — 4 
= | Aricr 


bl 
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ſtrict living may ſay, yet that Tradeſman ſhall paſs 
with me for a very honeſt man, notwithſtanding the 
liberty which he gives himſelf of this kind, if he 
does not take thoſe liberties in an exorbitant manner; ö 
and thoſe liberties are ſuch as theſQ. | 

1. Tas liberty of asking more than he will take. 

I know ſome people have condemned this practice as 
diſhoneſt, and the Quabers for a time, ſtood to their 
point in the contrary practice, reſolving to ask no 
more than they would take, upon we | occaſion what- 
ſoever, and chooſing rather to loſe the ſelling of 
their goods, though they could afford ſometimes to takg 
what as offer d, rather than abate a farthing of the 
price they had ask d; but time and the neceſlities of 
trade made them wiſer, and brought them off of that 
ſeverity, and they by degrees came to ask, and abate, 
and abate again, juſt as other honeſt tradeſmen do, 
though not perhaps as ſome do, who give themſelves 
a fuller liberty that way. 4 

Ix DEE D it is the buyers that make this cuſtom 

| neceſlary ; for they, eſpecially thoſe who buy for imme- 
* diate uſe, will firſt pretend poſitively to tie themſelves 

up to a limited price, and bid them a little and a 

little more, till they come ſo near the ſeller's price, 

that they, the ſellers, cannot find in their hearts to 

refuſe it, and then they are tempted to take it, not · 

withſtanding their firſt words to the contrary: It is 

common indeed for the Tradeſman to ſay, I cannot 
abate any thing, when yet they do and can afford it ; 

bur the 1 ſhould indeed not be underſtood 

ſtrictly and literally to his words, but as he means 

it, viz, that he cannot reaſonably abate, and that he 

cannot afford to abate; and there he may be in 

earneſt, vid. that he cannot make a reaſonable profit 

of his goods, if he is obliged to abate, and ſo the 

meaning is honeſt, that he cannot abate; and yet 
rather than not take your money, he may at laſt re- 
folve to do it, in hopes of getting a better price: 
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for the remainder, or being willing to abate his or- 
dinary gain, rather than diſoblige the cuſtomer ; or 
being perhaps afraid he ſhould not ſell off the quan- 
tity ; and many ſuch reaſons may be given, why he 
ſubmits to ſell at a lower price than he really in- 
tended, or can afford to do; and yet he cannot be 
faid to be diſhoneſt, or to lie, in ſaying at firſt he 
cannot, or could nor abate. 

A man in trade is properly to be ſaid not to be able 
to do, what he cannot do to his profit and advan- 
tage; the Engliſh cannot trade to Hungary, and into 
Sclavonia ; that is to ſay, they cannot do it to ad- 
vantage; but tis better for them to trade to Venice 
with their goods, and let the Venetians carry on a 
trade into Hungary thro' Dalmatia, Croatia, & c. and 

= the like 1n other places. 

| To bring it down to particular caſes ; one certain 
merchant cannot deal in one fort of goods, which 
| another merchant is eminent for; the other mer- 
| chant 1s as free to the trade as he, but he cannot 
=_ do it to profit; for he is unacquainted with the 
trade, and tis out of his way, and therefore he can- 
not do it. 

ITnus to the caſe in hand; the Tradeſman ſays, 
he cannot ſell his goods under ſuch a price, which 
in the ſenſe of his buſineſs is true; that is to ſay, 
he cannot do it to carry on his trade with the 
uſual and reaſonable advantage which he ought to 
expect, and which others make in the ſame way of 
buſineſs. 7 

On he cannot without underſelling the market, 
and undervaluing the goods, and ſeeming to under- 
ſell his neighbour ſhop-keepers, to whom there is a 
juſtice due in trade, which reſpects the price of ſale; 

e to underſell is look d upon as an unfair kind of 
trading. | 

| ALL theſe and many more are the reaſons, why a 
Tradeſman may be fad not to lie, tho. he _ 

| ſay 


Engliſh Tradeſman. 229 


| fay he camo? abate, or cannot ſell his goods under ſuch 


a price, and yet may after think fit to fell you his 


goods ſomething lower than he fo intended, or can 
afford to do, rather than loſe your cuſtom, or ra- 
ther than loſe the ſelling of his goods, and taking 
your ready money, which at that time he may have 
occaſion for. | 


In theſe caſes I cannot ſay a ſhop-keeper ſhould 


be tied down to the literal meaning of his words in. 


the price he asks, or that he is guilty of lying in 
not adhering ſtifly to the letter of his firſt. demand; 
tho” at the ſame time I would have every Tradeſman 
take as little liberty that way as may be ; and if the 
buyer would expect the Tradeſman ſhould keep 
ſtrictly to his demand, they ſhould not ſtand and 


haggle, and skrew the ſhop-keeper down, bidding 


from one penny to another, to a trifle within his 
price, ſo as it were to puſh him to the extremity, 
either to turn away his cuſtomer for a ſixpence, or 
ſome ſuch trifle, or to break his word; as if he 
would ſay, I will force you to ſpeak falſly, or turn 


me away for a trifle. 


In ſuch caſes, if indeed there is a reds, the ſi 


is the buyer's; at leaſt he puts himſelf in the Devil's 
ſtead, and makes himſelf both tempter and accuſer; 
nor can I ſay that the ſeller is in that caſe ſo much 
to blame as the buyer: however, it were to be wiſh'd, 
that on both ſides buying and ſelling might be car- 
ried on without it; for the buyer as often ſays, I 
won't give a farthing more, and yet advances; as 
the ſeller ſays, I can't abate a farthing, and yet com- 
plies. Theſe are, as I call them, trading lies; and it 
were to be wiſh'd, they could be avoided on both 
ſides; and the honeſt Tradeſman does avoid them as 
much as poſlible; but yet muſt not, 7 ſay, in all caſes 
be tied up to the ſtrict, literal ſenſe of that expreſ- 
ſion, I cannot abate, as above. ane 
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2. ANOTHER trading licence is that of appoint- 
ings and promiſing payments of money, which men 
in buſineſs are oftentimes forced to make, and forced 
to break, without any ſcruple ; ney, and without 
any reproach upon their integrity. Let us ſtate 
this caſe as clearly as we can, and ſee how it ſtands 
as to the morality of it, for that is the point 1n 
debate. * 6 Irefimedtis Het 
* Tue credit uſually given by one Tradeſman to N 
another, as particularly by the merchant to the N 
wholeſale- man, and by the wholeſale- man to the re- ö 
tailer, is ſuch, that without tying the buyer up to 
a particular day of payment, they go on buying and 
ſelling, and the buyer pays money upon account, as 
his convenience admits,” and as the ſeller is content 
to take it: This occaſions the merchant, or the 
wholeſale-men, to go about, as they call it, 4 dun- 
ning; among their dealers, and which is generally the 
work of every Saturday, When the merchant comes 
to his cuſtomer the wholeſale- man, or warehouſe- 
| keeper, for money, he tells him, I have no money, 
Sir, I cannot pay you now; if you call next week, 
T will pay you: Next week comes, and the mer- 
Chant calls again, but tis rhe fame thing; only the 
warehouſe-man adds, Well, I will pay you next 
week without fail; when the week comes, he tells 
him he has met with great diſappointments, and he 
knows not what to do, but defires his patience ano» 
ther week ; and when the other week comes, perhaps 
he pays him, and ſo they go on. | 
Now what is to be ſaid for this? In the firſt f 
lace, let us look back to the occaſion : This ware- 
uſe-keeper, or wholeſale-man, ſells the goods which 
he buys of the merchanr, I fay, he ſells them to the 
retailers, and 'tis for that reaſon I place it firſt there ; 
now as they buy in ſmaller quantities than he did of 
the merchant, ſo he deals with more of them in 
number, and he goes about among them the ſame 
N : In — © 
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Saturday, to get in money to pay his merchant, and 
he receives his bag full of promiſes too every where 
inſtead of money, and is put off from week to week, 
| panes by fifty ſhop-keepers in a day; and their 
erving him thus obliges him to do the ſame to 
the merchant. 55 

 AGaiN, come to the merchant; except ſome, 
whoſe circumſtances are above it, they are by. this 
very uſage obliged to put off the Blachuell- hall Factor, 
or the Packer, or the Clothier, or whoever they 
deal with, in proportion ; and thus promiſes go round 
for payment, and thoſe promiſes are kept 'or broken 
as money comes in, or as diſappointments happen; 
and all this while here is no breach of honeſty, or 
parole, no lying or ſuppoſition of it among the tradeſ- 

men, either on one {ide or other. | 
Bur let us come, I ſay, to the morality of it. 
To break a ſolemn promiſe is a kind of prevarica- 
tion, that is certain; there is no coming off of it; 
and I might enlarge here upon the firſt fault, wiz. 
of making the promiſe, which, ſay the ſtrict ob- 
jectors, hay ſhould not do: But the Tradeſman's 
anſwer is this ; all thoſe promiſes ought to be taken 
as they are made, namely, with a contingent depen- 
dence upon the circumſtances of trade, ſuch as pro- 
miſes made them by others who owe them money, 
or the ſuppoſition of a week's trade bringing in 
money by retail, as uſual, both of which are liable 
to fail, or at leaſt to fall ſhort; and this the perſon 
who calls for the money knows, and takes the pro- 
miſe with thoſe attending caſualties, which if they 
fail, he knows the ſhop-keeper, or whoever he is, 
muſt fail him too. | 
Tux caſe is plain, if the man had the money in 
caſh, he need not make a promiſe or appointment for 
a farther day; for that promiſe is no more or leſs 
than a capitulation for a favour, a deſire or condi- 
tion of a week's forbearance, on his aſſurance, that 
| 9 if 


| 232 Te Complete 5 


if poſſible he will not fail to pay him at that time: 
It is objected, that the words if poſſible ſhould then 
be mention'd ; which would ſolve the morality of 
the caſe: To this I muſt anſwer, that I own I think 
it needleſs, unleſs the man, to whom the promiſe 
was made, could be ſuppoſed to believe the promiſe 
was to be perform'd, whether it was poſſible or no; 
which no reaſonable man can be ſuppoſed to do. 
_ THERE is a parallel caſe to this in the ordinary 
appointment of people to meet either at place or time, 
upon occaſions of buſineſs; two friends make an 
appointment to meet the next day at ſuch a houſe, 
ſuppoſe a Tavern at or near the Exchange; one fays 
to the other, Do not fail me at that time, for I will 
certainly be there; the other anſwers, I will not fail, 
ſome people, who think themſelves more religious 
than others, or at leaſt would be thought fo, ob- 
ject againſt theſe poſitive appointments, and tell us 
we ought to fay, I will, if it pleaſe God, or I 
will, life and health permitting; and they quote the 
text for it, where our Saviour expreſsly commands 
to uſe ſuch a caution; and which I ſhall fay no- 
thing to leſſen the force of, | EA Cab 
Bur to ſay a word to our preſent cuſtom : Since 
Chriſtianity is the publick profeſſion of the country, 
and we are to ſuppoſe we not only are Chriſtians 
ourſelves, but that all thoſe we are talking to or of, 
are alſo Chriſtians, we muſt add, that Chriſtianity | 
ſuppoſes we acknowledge that life and all the con- 
tingencies of life are ſubjected to the dominion of 
Providence, and liable to all thoſe accidents which 
God permits to befall us in the ordinary courſe of 


our living in the world, therefore we expect to be 


taken in that ſenſe in all ſuch appointments; and 
tis but juſtice: to us as Chriſtians, in the com- 
mon acceptation of our words, that when I ſay 
J vill certainly meet my friend at ſuch a place, 
and at ſuch a time, he ſhould underſtand me 
to 


* 


rn „ 


| 
| 


as live. 


Engliſh Tradeſman. 233 


to mean, if it pleaſes Gop to give me life and 
health, or that his Providence permits me to come; 
or as the text ſays, if the Lord will; for we all know, 
that unleſs the Lord will, I cannot meet, or ſo much 

Nor to underſtand me thus, is as much as to ſay, 

ou do not underſtand me to be a Chriſtian, or to 
act like a Chriſtian in any thing; and on the other 
hand, they that underſtand it otherwiſe, I ought not 
to underſtand them to be Chriſtians: Nor ſhould I 
be ſuppoſed to put any neglect or di ſhonour upon 
the government of Providence in the world, or to 


ſuggeſt that I did not think myſelf ſubjected to it, 


becauſe I omitted the words in my appointment. 
IN like manner, when a man comes to me ſor 


money, I put him off; that in the firſt place ſuppoſes 


I have not the money by me, or cannot ſpare it 
to pay him at that time; if it was other wiſe, it 


may be . ſuppos'd I would pay him juſt then: 
He is then perhaps impatient, and asks me when 


I will pay him, and I tell him at ſuch a time: 


this naturally ſuppoſes, that by that time I ex- 
ct to be ſupplied, ſo as to be able to pay; I 


ave current bills, or promiſes of money to be paid 


me, or I expect the ordinary takings in my ſhop or 


warehouſe will ſupply me to make good my promiſe; 


thus my promiſe 1s honeſt in its foundation, be- 


cauſe I have reaſon to expect money to come in to 
make me in a condition to perform it; but ſo it 


falls out, contrary to my expectation, and contrary 


to the reaſon of things, I am diſappointed, and can- 


not do it; I am then indeed a treſpaſſer upon my 
creditor, whom I ought to have paid, and I am 
under affliction enough on that account, and I ſuf- 


fer in my reputation for it alſo ; but I cannot be 


ſaid to be 4 liar, an immoral man, a man that has 


no regard to my promiſe, and the like; for at the ſame 
time I have perhaps us'd my utmoſt endeavour to 
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do it, but am prevented by many ſeveral men break- | 


ing * with me, and I am no way able to help 
my el . | | < 1 
Ir is objected to this, that then I ſhould not 
make my promiſes abſolute, but conditional: To 
this I ſay, that the promiſes, as is above obſerv'd, 


are really not abſolute, but conditional in the very 


nature of them, and are underſtood ſo when they 
are made, or elſe they that hear them do not under- 
ſtand them as all human appointments ought to be 
underſtood ; I do confeſs, it would be better not 
to make an abſolute promiſe at all, but to expreſs 
the condition or reſerve with the promiſe, and ſay, 
T will if I can, or I will if people are juſt to me, 
and perform their promiſes to me. | 


Bur to this I anſwer, the importunity of the 


fon, who demands the payment, will not permit 
it; nothing ſhort of a poſitive promiſe will ſatisfy ; 
they never believe the perſon intends to perform, if 
he makes the leaſt reſerve or condition in his pro- 
miſe, tho' at the ſame time they know, that even 
the nature of the promiſe and the reaſon of the 
promiſe ſtrongly implies the condition; I ſay, the 
importunity of the creditor occaſions the breach, 
mon he reproaches the debtor with the immorali- 
ty Ot. | 

woven) indeed has driven us beyond the limits 
of our morals in many things, which trade makes 
neceſſary, and which we cannot now avoid ; ſo that 
if we mult pretend to go back to the literal ſenſe of 


the command, if our yea muſt be yea, and our nay 


nay; if no man muſt go beyond, or defraud his 
neighbour ; if our converſation muſt be without 
covetouſneſs, and the like, why then it is impoſſible 
for tradeſmen to be Chriſtians, and we muſt unhinge 
all buſineſs, act upon new principles in trade, and 


go — — rules: in ſhort, we muſt ſhut up 
thop, and leave off trade,” and ſo in many things 
we 
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we muſt leave off living; for as converſation is 
call'd life, we muſt leave off to converſe; all the 
ordinary communication of life is now full of lying, 
and what with table-lies, falutation-lies, and trading- 
lies, there is no ſuch thing as every man ſpeaki 
truth with his neighbour. ? 1 


Bor this is a ſubject would launch me out beyond 
the bounds of a letter, and make a book by itſelf; 


I return to the caſe particularly in hand, promiſes | 


of payment of money; men in trade, I ſay, are 
under this E neceſſity, they are forced to 
make them, and they are forced to break them; 


the violent preſſing and dunning, and perhaps | 


threatning too, of the creditor when the poor ſhop= 


| keeper cannot comply with his demand, forces him 


to promiſe ; in ſhort, the importunate creditor will 
not be otherwiſe put off, and the poor ſhop- keeper 
almoſt worried, and perhaps a little terriſied to, and 
afraid of him, is glad to do and I any thing ro 
pacify him, and this extorts a promiſe, which when 
the times comes, he is no more able to perform 
than he was before; and this multiplies promiſes, and 
conſequently breaches, ſo much of which are to be 
laced to the account of force, that I muſt acknow- 
edge though the debtor is to blame, the creditor is 
too far concern'd in the crime of it to be excus'd ; 
and it were to be wiſh'd, ſome other method could 
be found out to prevent the evil, and that tradeſ- 
men would refolve with more courage to reſiſt the 
importunities of the creditor, be the conſequence 
what it would, rather than break in upon their mo- 
rals, and load their conſciences with the reproaches 
of it for all their lives after. | 
I remember I knew a Tradeſman, who labour- 
ing long under the ordinary difficulties of men em- 
barraſs'd in trade, and paſt the poſſibility of getting 
out, and being at laſt oblig'd to ſtop and call his 
people together, told me, that after he was 9 
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tho' it was a terrible thing to him at firſt too, as 
it is to moſt tradeſmen, yet he thought himſelf 
in a new world, when he was at a full ſtop, and 
had no more the terror upon him of bills com- 
ing for payment, and creditors knocking at his 
door to dun him, and he without money to pay 
he was no more obliged to ſtand in his ſhop, and 
be Bullicd and ruffled by his creditors, nay by their 
apprentices and boys, and ſometimes by Porters and 
Footmen, to whom . he was forced to give good 
words, and ſometimes ſtrain his patience to the ut- 
moſt limits; he was now no more obliged to make 
romiſes, which he knew he could not perform, and 
Kk premiſes as faſt as he made them, and ſo lie 
continually both to God and man; and he added, 
the eaſe of his mind which he felt upon that occa- 
ſion was ſo great, that it ballanced all the grief he 
was in at the general diſaſter of his affairs; and far- 
ther, that even in the loweſt of his Circumſtances 
which follow'd, he would not go back to live in a 
good figure as he had done, if it had been in his 
Choice, and to be in the exquiſite torture of want 
of money to pay his bills and keep off his duns as 
he was before. | | 
Non was it any ſatisfaction to him to ſay, that 
it was owing to the like breach of promiſe in the 
ſhop-keepers, and gentlemen, and people whom he 
dealt with, who ow'd him money, and who made 
no conſcience of promiſing and diſappointing him, 
and thereby drove him to the — of break- 
ing his own promiſes; for this did not ſatisfy his 
mind in the breaches of his word, though they 
really drove him to the neceſſity of it; but that 
which lay heavieſt upon him was the violence and 
clamour of creditors, who would not be ſatisfied 
without ſuch promiſes, even when he knew, or at 
leaſt believed, he ſhould not be able to perform. 
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Nay, ſuch was the importunity of ohe of his 
merchants, that when he came for money, and he 
was obliged to put him off, and to ſet him another 
day, the merchant would not be fatisfied, unleſs he 
would ſwear that he would pay him on that day 
without fail; and what ſaid you to him, faid 7? 
fay to him, ſaid be, I look'd him full in the face, 
and fat me down without ſpeaking a word, being 
fill'd with rage and indignation at him; but ſays he, 
after a little While he inſiſted again, and ask d me 
what anſwer I would make him; at which Ini d, 
and ask'd him, if he was in earneſt? he grew angry 
then, and ask'd me if I laugh'd at him? and if I 
thought to laugh him out of his money? I then 
ask'd him, ſays. he, if he really did expect I ſhould: 
ſwear that I would pay him the next week, as I 
propos'd to promiſe ? he told me, yes he did, and 
I ſhould ſwear it, or pay him before he went out 
of my warehouſe. | | | 
I wonder'd indeed at the diſcourſe, and at the 
folly of the merchant, who I underſtood afterwards 
was a foreigner, and though I thought he had been 
in jeſt at firſt, when he aſſur'd me, he was not, I 
was curious to hear the iſſue, which at firſt he was 
loth to goon with, becauſe he knew it would bring 
about all the reſt ; but I preſs'd him to know]; fo he 
told me, that the merchant carried it to ſuch anheight 
as put him into a furious paſſion, and knowing he muſt 
break ſome time or other, he was reſolv' d to put an 
end to his being inſulted in that manner; ſo at 
laſt he roſe up in à rage, told the merchant, that as 
no honeſt man could take ſuch an oath, unleſs he 
had the money by him to pay it, ſo no honeſt man 
could ask ſuch a thing of him, and that ſince he 
muſt have an anſwer, his anſwer was, he would 
not ſwear ſuch an oath for him, nor any man liv- 
ing; and if he would not be fatisfied without it, 
he might do his worſt, and ſo turn'd from him; and 


know- 
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knowing the man was a conſiderable creditor, and 

him a miſchief, he reſolv'd to ſhut up 

that very night, and did ſo, carry ing all his valuable 

1 him into the Mint; and the next day 
e 


might 


heard that his angry creditor way - laid him the 


ſame aſternoon to arreſt him, but he was too quick 
for him, and as he ſaid, tho' it almoſt broke his 


heart to ſhut up his ſhop, yer that being deliver'd 


from the inſulting ＋ of — creditor, and the 
rpetual perplexities of want of money to pay peo- 
- when — dunn'd him, and above all þ 
neceſſity of making ſolemn promiſes for trifling ſums, 
and then breaking them again, was to him like a 


| load taken off of his back when he was weary, and 


could ſtand under it no longer; it was a terror to 


him he ſaid to be continually Lying, breaking faith 


with all mankind, and making promiſes which he 
could not. perform. 


Tuts neceſlaril brings me to obſerve here, and 
eaſe of the Tradeſman's mind 


in ſuch ſevere caſes, that there is a diſtinction to be 


It is a little for t 


made in this caſe between wilful premeditated lying, 
and the neceſſity men may be driven to by their 
diſappointments, and other accidents of their cir- 


ances, to break ſuch promiſes, as they had 


made with an honeſt intention of performing them. 


Hz that breaks a promiſe, however ſolemnly made, 


be an honeſt man; bur he that makes a promiſe. 
with a deſign to break it, or with no reſolution of 


2 it, cannot be ſo: nay, to carry it farther, 


that makes a promiſe, and does not do his endea- 
vour to perform it, or to put himſelf into a condi- 


tion to perform it, cannot be an honeſt man : 2 
miſe once made ſuppoſes the perſon willing to perform 


it, if it were in his power, and has a binding in- 
fluence upon the perſon who made it, ſo far as his 
wer extends, or that he can within the reach of 


— — 


any reaſonable ability perform the conditions; * 
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if it is not in his power to perform it, as in this 
affair of payment of money is often the caſe, the 


man cannot be condemn'd as diſhoneſt, unleſs it can 
be made appear, either, | i: 


1. Tar when he made the promiſe, he 
knew he ſhould not be able to perform it ; 
Fe | | 
2. Taar he reſoly'd when he made the pro- 
miſe not to perform it, tho” he ſhould be in a con- 
dition to do it; and in both theſe caſes the mo- 
. rality of promiſing cannot be juſtified, any more 
than the immorality of not performing it. 


Bor on the other hand the perſon promiſing, 
honeſtly intending when he made the appointment 
to perform it if poſſible, and endeavouring faithful- 
ly to be able, but being rendred unable by the dif- 
appointment of thoſe on whoſe promiſes he depend- 
ed for the performance of his own; I cannot ſay, 
that ſuch a Tradeſman can be charg'd with Lying, 
or with any immorality in promiſing, for the — | 
was not properly his own, bur the peoples on whom 
he depended; and this is juſtified from what I ſaid 
before, viz. that every promiſe of that kind ſup- 
poſes the poſſibility of ſuch a diſappointment, even 
in the very nature of its making; for if the man 
was not under a moral incapacity of payment, he 
would not promiſe ar all, bur pay at the time he 
promiſed : His promiſing then implies, that he has 
only ſomething future to depend upon, to capaci- 
tate him for the payment that is to fay, the a 
pointments of payment by other — * 
owe him (that promiſes). the money, or the daily 
ſupply from the ordinary courſe of his trade, ſup- 
poſe him a, retailer in a ſhop, and the like; all which 
circumſtances are ſubje& to contingencies and diſ- 


appointments, and are known to be {9 by the perſon 
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to whom the promiſe is made; and it is with all 
_ thoſe contingencies and poſſibilities of diſappoint- 
ment, that he takes or accepts the Tradeſman's pro- 
miſe, and forbears him, in hopes that he will be able 
to perform; knowing that unleſs he receives money 
as above, he canne. Sap 
1 muſt however acknowledge, that it is a very 
mortifying thing to a Tradeſman, ſuppoſe him to 
be one that either values his credit in trade, or his 
rinciple as to honeſt dealing, to be obliged to break 
his word; and therefore where men are not too 
much under the hatches to the creditor, and they 
can poſſibly avoid it, tradeſmen ſhould not make 
their promiſes of payment, ſo poſitive, but rather 
"conditional, and thereby avoid both the immorality 
and the diſcredit of breaking their word; nor will 
any Tradeſman, I hope, harden himſelf in a careleſs 
forwardneſs to promiſe, without endeavouring or 
intending to e from any thing ſaid in this 
letter; for be the excuſe for it as Fon | as it will, as 
to the point of ſtrict honeſty, he can have but ſmall 
regard to his own peace of mind, or to his own cre- 
dit in trade, who will not avoid it as much as poſ- 


ſible. 
| I am, &c. 
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LETTER XVIII. 
Of the cuſtomary Frauds of Trade, 
which honeſt Men allow themſelves 
10 prattiſe, and pretend to juſtify. 
''S1RK — 4 | 
A there are trading lies which honeſt men tell, 
ſo there are pare} in trade, which tradeſmen 
daily practiſe, and which notwithſtanding they think 
are conſiſtent with their being honeſt men. 
IT is certainly true, that = things in nature are 
eee and diſhoneſt, but that all crime is 
made ſo by the addition and concurrence of circum- 
ſtances ; and of theſe I am now to ſpeak; and the 
firſt I take notice of, is that of taking and repaſſing, 
or putting off counterfeit or falſe money. 
- Ir muſt be confels'd, that calling in the old mo- 
ney in the time of the late King William was an act 
particularly glorious to that reign, and in nothing 
more than this, that it deliver d trade from à terrible 
load, and tradeſmen from a vaſt accumulated weight 
of daily crime: there was ſcarce a ſhopkeeper that 
had not a conſiderable quantity or bag full of falſe 
and unpaſſable money; not an apprentice that ke 
his maſter's caſh, but had an annual loſs, which they 
ſometimes were unable to ſupport, and ſometimes 
= parents and friends were call'd upon for the de- 
ciency. U” an $ = | 
THe conſequence was, that every raw youth or 
unskilful boy, that was ſent to receive money, was 
put upon by the cunning tradeſmen, and all the bad 
money they had was tendred in payment among the 
0 OY R : £ good, 
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good, that by ignorance or overſight ſome might 
poſſibly be made to pals; and as theſe ignorantly or 


careleſſy took it, ſo they were not wanting again in 


all the artifice and flight of hand they were maſters 
of, to put it off again; ſo that in ſhort, people 
were made Bites and Cheats to one another 1n all 
their buſineſs ; and if you went but to buy a pair of 


. gloves, or ſtockings, or any trifle, at a ſhop, you 


went with bad money in one hand, and good money 
in the other, proffering firſt the bad coin to get it 
off if poſſible, and then the good to make up the 
deficiency, if the other was rejected. 

Thus people were daily upon the Catch to cheat 


and ſurpriſe one another, if they could; and in ſhort, 


aid no good money for any thing, if they could 
pep it: And how did we triumph, if meeting with 
ſome poor raw ſervant, or ignorant woman, behind 
a counter, we got off a counterfeit half crown, or 
a braſs ſhilling, and brought away their goods (which 
were worth the ſaid half crown or ſhilling, if it had 
been good) for a half crown that was perhaps not 


, worth ſixpence; or for a ſhilling not worth a penny; 
as if this was not all one with picking the ſhop- 


keeper's pocket, or robbing his houſe? 

Tue excuſe ordinarily given for this practice was 
this, viz. that it came to us for good ; we took it, 
and it only went as it came, we did not make it, 
and the like; as if becauſe we had been baſely cheat- 
ed by A. we were to be allow'd to cheat B; or that 
becauſe C. had robbed our houſe, that therefore we 


might go and rob D. 


AND yet this was conſtantly ractiſed at that 


time over the whole nation, and by ſome of the 


honeſteſt tradeſmen among us, if not by all of 

them. | | 
Wurx the old money was, as I have ſaid, called 
in, this cheating trade was put to an end, and the 
morals of the nation in ſome meaſure reſtored ; for 
2 "A in 


——— 


— — 2 ů 


Engliſh Trade/man. 243 
I ſhort, before that, it was almoſt impoſſible for a 
Tradeſman to be an honeſt man; but now we begin 
to fall into it again, and we ſee the current coin of 
the kingdom {ſtrangely crowded with counterfeit 
money again, both gold and ſilver, and eſpecially we 
have found a great deal of counterfeit foreign mo- 
ney, as particularly Portugal and Spaniſh gold, ſuch 
as Moydores and Spanifh Piſtoles, which when we have 
the misfortune to be put upon with them, the fraud 
runs high, and dips deep into our pockets, the firſt 
being twenty ſeven ſhillings, and the latter ſeven» 
teen ſhillings; it is true, the latter being 3 
only by weight, we are not often troubled with 
them; but the ſormer going all by tale, great quan- 
tities of them have been put off among us. I find 
alſo there is a great encreaſe of late of counterſeit 
money of our coin, yy of ſhillings, and 
the quantity encreaſing, ſo that in a few years more, 
if the wicked artiſts are not detected, the grievance 
may be in proportion as great as it was formerly, 
and perhaps harder to be redreſs d, becauſe the coin 
is not likely to be any more called in, as the old 
{mooth money was. 
| Waar then muſt be done? and how muſt we 
prevent the miſchief to conſcience and principle 
which lay ſo heavy upon the whole nation before? 
The queſtion is ſhort, and the anſwer would be as 
ſhort and to the purpoſe, if people would but ſub- 
mit to the little loſs - that would fall upon them at 
firſt, by which they would leſſen the wh 4 of it 
as they go on, and it would never encreaſe to ſuch 
a formidable height as it was at before, nor would 
it fall ſo much upon the poor as it did then. 

Frasr, I muſt hy it down as a ſtated rule or 
maxim in the moral part of the queſtion, viz. That 
to put off counterfeit baſe money for good money, 
—_—_ it to be counterfeit, is diſhoneſt and kna» 
viſh. © | | 
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Non will it take off from the crime of it, or 
leſſen the diſhoneſty, to ſay, 7 rook it for good and 
current money, and it goes as it comes; for as before 
my having been cheated does not authoriſe me to 
cheat any other perſon, ſo neither was it a juſt or 
honeſt thing in that perſon who put the bad money 
upon me, if they knew it to be bad; and if it was 
not honeſt in them, how can it be ſo in me? If 
then it came by knavery, it ſhould not go by knave- 
ry; that would be indeed to fay it goes as it comes, 
in a literal ſenſe ; that is to ſay, it came by injuſtice, {| 
and I ſhall make it go ſo: but that will not do in 
Matters of right and wrong. 5 
+ Taz laws of our country alſo are directly againſt 
the practice; the law condemns the coin as illegal; 
that is to ſay, it is not current money; or, as the 
lawyers ſtile it, it is not lawful money of England. 
Nov every bargain or agreement in trade, is in the 
common and juſt acceptation, and the language of 
trade, made for ſuch a price or rate, in the current 
money of England ; tho' you may not expreſs 
it in words at length, tis ſo underſtood, as-much as 
if it was ſet down in writing: if I cheapen any 
thing at a ſhop, ſuppoſe it the leaſt toy or trifle, I 
ask them, What muſt you have for it? The ſhop- 
' keeper anſwers, So ; ſuppoſe it were a ſhilling, 
what is the Engliſh but this, One ſhilling of 
money of England ? and I agree to give that ſhilling, 
bur inſtead of it give them a counterfeit piece of 
lead or tin, waſh'd over, to make it look like a ſhil- 
ling; Do I pay them what I bargain'd for? Do I 
| give them one ſhilling of lawful money of England 
Do I not put a cheat upon them, and act againſt 
Juſtice and mutual agreement? | 
To fay I took this for the lawful money of Eng- 
land, will not add at all, except it be to the fraud,; 
for my being deceiv d does not at all make it be law- 
ful money: ſo that in a word, there can 1 4 
. 2 thing 
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thing in that part but encreaſing the criminal part, 
and adding one knave more to the number of 
knaves which the nation was encumbred with be- 
fore. | 
Tux caſe to me is very clear, namely, that neither 
by law, juſtice, or conſcience, can the Tradeſman 
ut off his bad money after he has taken it, if he once 
133 it to be falſe and counterfeit money; That 
it is againſt law, is evident, becauſe it is not good 
and lawful money of England; it cannot be honeſt, 
becauſe you do not pay in the coin you agreed for, 
or perform the bargain you made, or pay in the coin 
expected of you; and it is not juſt becauſe you 
do not give a valuable conſideration for the goods 
you buy, but really take a Tradeſman's goods 
wr and return droſs and dirt to him in the room 
of it. | | 
THe medium I have to propoſe in the room of 
this, is, that every man who takes a counterfeit piece 
of money, and knows it to be ſuch, ſhould imme- 
diately * it; that is to ſay, deſtroy it as mo- 
ney, cut it in pieces, or, as I have ſeen ſome honeſt 
tradeſmen do, nail it up againſt a poſt, ſo that ig 
ſhould go no farther ; it is true, this is ſinking ſo 
much upon himſelf, and ſupporting the credit of the 
current coin at his own expence, and he loſes the 
whole piece, and this, tradeſmen are very loth to do; 
but my anſwer 1s very clear, that thus they oughe 
to do, and that ſundry publick reaſons, and ſeveral 
publick benefits would follow to the publick, in 
ſome of which he might have his ſhare of benefit 
hereafter ; and if he had not, yet he ought to 


do it. 


Firſt, By doing thus, he puts a ſtop to the fraud; 
that piece of money is no more made the inſtrument 
to deceive others, which otherwiſe it might do; 
R 3 and 
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and tho? it is true that the loſs is only to the laſt 


man, that is to ſay, in the ordinary currency of the 
money ; yet the breach upon conſcience and princt- 


ple is to every owner thro' whoſe hands that piece 


of money has fraudulently paſs'd, that is to ſay, who 
have paſs'd it away for good, knowing it to be coun- 
terfeit ; ſo that it is a piece of good ſervice to the 
publick to take away the occaſion and inſtrument of 
ſo much knavery and deceit, 


+ Secondly, Hz prevents a worſe fraud, which is, 
the buying and ſelling ſuch counterfeit money ; this 
was a very wicked, but open trade in former days, 
and may in time come to be ſo again: fellows went 
about the ſtreets, crying Braſs money, broken or whole ; 
that is to ſay, they would give good money for 
bad. It was at firſt pretended, that they were obliged 
to cut it in pieces, and if you inſiſted upon it, they 
would cut it in pieces before your face; but they 
as often got it without that ceremony, and ſo made 
what wicked ſhifts they could to get it off again, 
and many times did put it off for current money, 
after they had bought it for a trifle. 


- Thirdly, By this fraud perhaps the ſame piece of 
money might, ſeveral years after, come into your 
hands again, after you had ſold it for a trifle, and fo 
you might loſe by the ſame ſhilling two or three 
times over; and the like of other people: bur if men 
were obliged to demoliſh all the counterfeit money 
they take, and let it go no farther, then they would 
be ſure the fraud could go no farther, nor would the 
quantity be ever great at a time; for whatever quan- 
tity the falſe coiners ſhould at any time make, it 
would gradually leſſen and fink away, and not a mals 
of falſe and counterfeit coin appear together, as was 
formerly the caſe, and which loſt the nation a vaſt 

ſum of money to call in. 
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I has been the opinion of ſome, that a penalt7 
ſhould be inflicted upon thoſe who offer d any coun- 
terfeit money in payment; but beſides that there is 
already a ſtatute againſt uttering falſe money, know= 
ing it to be ſuch; if any other or farther law ſhould 
be made, either to enforce the ſtatute, or to have 
new penalties added, they would {till fall into the 
ſame difficulties as in the act. 

1. THAT innocent men would ſuffer, ſeeing ma- 
ny tradeſmen may take a piece of counterfeit money 
in tale with other money, and really and bona fide 
not know it, and ſo may offer it again as innocent- 
ly as they firſt took it 2 and to bring ſuch 
into trouble for every falſe ſhilling which they might 
offer to pay away without knowing it, would be to 
make the law be merely vexatious and tormenting to 
thoſe againſt whom it was not intended, and at the 
ſame time not to meddle with the ſubtle crafty of- 
fender whom it was intended to puniſh, and who is 
really guilty. | 

2. SUCH an act would be difficultly executed, 
becauſe it would ſtill be difficult to know who did 
knowingly utter falſe money, and who did not; 
which is the difficulty indeed in the, preſent law: 


ſo that upon the whole, ſuch a law would no way 


anſwer the end, nor effectually diſcover the offender ; 
much leſs ſuppreſs the practice. But I am not upon 
projects and ſchemes, tis not the buſineſs of this 
undertaking. | | h 

Bur a general act, obliging all tradeſmen to ſup- 
preſs counterfeit money, by refuſing to put it off 
again after they knew it to be counterfeit, and a ge- 
neral conſent of tradeſmen to do ſo; this would be 
the beſt way to put a ſtop to the practice, the mo- 
rality of which is ſo -uſtly call'd in queſtion, | and 
the ill conſequences of which to trade are ſo very 


well known: nor will any thing but an univerſal 


conſent of tradeſmen, in the honeſt ſuppreſſing af 
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counterfeit money, ever bring it to paſs. In the 
mean time, as to the difhoneſty of the practice, 
however popular it is grown at this time, I think it 
is out of queſtion; it can have nothing but cuſtom 
to plead for it, which is ſo far from an argument, 
that J think the plea is criminal in it ſelf, and really 
adds to its being a grievance, and calls loudly for a 
ſpeedy redreſs. 

ANOTHER trading fraud, which, among many 
others of the like nature, I think worth ſpeaking of, 
is the various Arts made uſe of by tradeſmen to ſet 
off their goods to the eye of the ignorant buyer. 

I bring this in here, becauſe I really think tis 
ſomething of kin to putting off counterfeit money; 
every falſe gloſs put upon our woollen manufactures, 
by hot-preſſing, folding, dreſſing, tucking, pack» 
ing; bleeching, c. what are they but waſhing over 
a braſs ſhilling to make it paſs for ſterling ? every 
falſe light, every artificial ſide-window, skie-light, 
and trunk-light we ſee made to ſhew the fine Hol- 
lands, Lawns, Cambricks, &c. to advantage, and to 
deceive the buyer ; what is it but a counterfeit coin 
to cheat the Tradeſman's cuſtomers ? an ignis fatuus 
to impoſe upon fools and ignorant people, and make 

their goods look finer than they are? 

Bor where in trade is there any buſineſs entirely 
free from theſe frauds * and how ſhall we ſpeak of 
them, when we ſee them ſo univerſally made uſe of? 
Either they are honeſt, or they are not ; if they are 
not, why do we, 7 ſay, univerſally make uſe of them? 
if they are honeſt, why ſo much art, and ſo much 
application to manage them, and to make goods ap- 

dear fairer and finer to the eye than they really are? 
which in its own nature is evidently a deſign to 
_ and that in it ſelf is criminal, and can be no 
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goods, if they are not well dreſs'd, well preſs'd-and 
pack'd, the goods are not really ſhew'd in a true 
light; many of our woollen manufactures, if brought 
to market rough and undreſs'd, like a piece of cloth 
not carried to the fulling or thicking- mill, it does 
not ſhew it ſelf to a juſt advantage; nay, it does not 
ſhew what it really is; and therefore ſuch works as 
may be proper for ſo far ſetting it forth to the eye 
may be neceſſary. For example : 

HE cloths, ſtuffs, ſerges, druggets, &c. which 
are brought to market in the Welt and Northern 
parts of England, and in Norfolk, as they are brought 
. without the dreſſing and making up, it may be ſaid 
of them that they are brought ro market unfiniſhed, 
and they are bought there again by the wholeſale 
dealers, or cloth-workers, tuckers and merchants, 
and they carry them to their ware-houſes and work- 
houſes, and there they go thro* divers operations 

in, and are finiſhed for the market ; nor indeed 
are they fit to be ſhew'd till they are ſo, the ſtuffs 
are in the greaſe, the cloth is in the oil, they are 
rough and foul, and are not dreſs'd, and conſequent- 
ly not finiſhed; and as our buyers do not under- 
and them till they are ſo dreſſed, it is no proper 
finiſhing the goods to bring them to market before, 
they are not indeed properly ſaid to be made till that 
part is done. 
THEREFORE I cannot call all thoſe ſetting out of 
2 to be knaviſh and falſe; but when the goods, 
ike a falſe ſhilling, are to be ſer out with fraud and 
falſe colours, and made ſmooth and ſhining to de- 
Jude the eye, there, where they are fo, it is really a 
fraud; and tho' in ſome caſes it extremely differs, 
yet that does not excuſe the reſt by any means. 
THe packers and hot-preſſers, tuckers and cloth 
workers are very neceſſary people in their trades, 
and their a i260 ſet goods off to the beſt ad» 


Vantage; but it may be ſaid too, that their true and, 
os proper 
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proper buſineſs is to make the goods ſhew what really 
—4 are, and nothing elſe: it is true, as above, — 
in the original dreſs, as a piece of cloth or drugget, 
or ſtuff, comes out of the hand of the maker, it 
does not ſhew it ſelf as it really is, nor what it 
ſhould and ought to ſhew; thus far theſe people are 
properly called finiſhers of the manufactures, and 
their work is not lawful only, but it is a doing juſtice 
to the manufacture. : } 
Bur if by the exuberances of their art they ſet 
the goods in a falſe light, give them a falſe glols, a 
finer and ſmoother ſurface than really they have ; 
_ this 15 like a painted whore, who puts on a falſe co- 
lour upon her tawny skin to deceive and delude her 

_ cuſtomers, and make her ſeem the beauty which ſhe 

has no juſt claim to the name of. 

So far as art is thus uſed to ſhew theſe goods to 
be what they really are not, and deceive the buyer, 
ſo far it is a Trading-fraud, which is an unjuſtifia- 
ble practice in buſineſs, and which, like coining of 
counterfeit-money, 1s making goods to paſs for what 
they really are not; and is done for the advantage 
of the perſon who puts them off, and to the loſs of 
_the buyer, who 1s cheated and deceived by the 
fraud. . 
THz making falſe lights, skie-lights, trunks, and 
other contrivances to make goods Jook to be what 
they are not, and deceive the eye of the buyer, theſe 
are all ſo many braſs ſhillings waſh'd over, in order 
to deceive the perſon who is to take them, and cheat 

him of his money; and ſo far theſe falſe lights are 
really criminal, they are cheats in trade, and made 
to deceive the world ; to make deformity look like 
beauty, and to varniſh over deficiencies ; to make 
goods which are ordinary in themſelves appear fine; 
to make things which are ill made look well; in a 
word, they are cheats in themſelves, but being legi- 
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the honeſteſt tradeſmen have them, and make uſe of 
them, the buyer knows of it, and ſuffers himſelf 
to be ſo impoſed upon; and in a word, if it be a 
cheat, as no doubt it is, they tell us that yet it is 
an univerſal cheat, and no body trades without it; 
ſo cuſtom and uſage makes it lawful, and there is 
little to be ſaid but this, Si populus vult decipi decipi- 
atur, if the people will be cheated, let them be cheat- 
ed, or they ſhall be cheated. — . * 

I come next to the ſetting out their goods to the 
buyer by the help of the rongue; and here I muſt 
confeſs our ſhop-rhetorick_is a ſtrange kind of ſpeech; 
it is to be underſtood in a manner by it ſelf; it is 
to be taken, not in a latitude only, but in ſuch a 
latitude as indeed requires as many flouriſhes to ex- 
cuſe it, as it contains flouriſhes in it ſelf. 

Tux end of it indeed is corrupt, and it is alſo made 
up of a corrupt compoſition, *tis compoſed of a maſs of 


rattling flattery to the buyer, and that fill'd with hypo- 


criſy, compliment, ſelf-praiſes, falſhood, and in ſhort, 


a complication of wickedneſs; it is a corrupt means to 


a vicious end; and I cannot fee any thing in it but 
what a wiſe man laughs at, a good man abhors, and 
any man of honefty avoids as much poſſible. 

Tux ſhop-keeper ought indeed to have a good 
rongue, but he ſhould not make a common whore 
of his tongue, and employ it to the wicked purpoſe 
of. abuſing and impoſing upon all that come to deal 
with him : There is a modeſt liberty, which trading 
licenſe, like the poetick licenſe, allows to all the 
tradeſmen of every kind; but tradeſmen ought no 
more to Lie behind the counter, than the parſons 
ought to talk treaſon in the pulpit. oO” 

LET them confine themſelves to truth, and fa 
what they will: But it cannot be done; a talking 
rattling mercer or draper, or milliner, beyond his 
counter, would be worth nothing if he ſhould cons 
fine himſelf to that mean filly thing call'd Truth; 
| they 
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they muſt Lie, it ts in ſupport of their buſineſs, and 
fome think they cannot live without it : but I de- 
ny that part, and recommend it, I mean, to the 
' tradeſmen I am ſpeaking of, to conſider what a ſcan- 
dal it is upon trade, to pretend to ſay that a Tradeſ- 
man cannot live without lying; the contrary to 
which may be made appear in almoſt every article. 
O the other hand, I muſt do juſtice to the tradeſ- 
men, and mult ſay, that much of it is owing to the 
buyers; they begin the work, and give the occaſion. 
It was the ſaying of a very good ſhop-man once upon 
this occaſion, That their cuſtomers would not ia 
ſed without Lying; and why, ſaid he, did Solomon 
reprove the buyer? he faid nothing to the ſhop-keep- 
er; It is naught, it is naught, ſays the buyer; but when 
he goes away, then he boaſteth, Prov. xx. 14, The buyer 
telling us, adds he, that every thing is worſe than 
it is, forces us, in juſtifying its true value, to tell 
them it is better than it is. 
Ir muſt be confeſs d, this verboſe way of trad- 
ing is moſt ridiculous, as well as offenſive, both 
in Buyer and Seller; and as it adds nothing to the 
goodneſs or value of the goods, ſo T am ſure it adds 
nothing to the honeſty or good morals of the Tradeſ- 
man, on one ſide or other; but multiplies trading lies 
on every ſide, and brings a juſt re ws on the integri- 
ty of the dealer, whether he be the Buyer or Seller. 
 _ I'r was a kind of a flep to the cure of this vice 
in trade, for ſuch it is, that there was an old office 
erected in the city of London, for ſearching and view- 
ing all the goods which were ſold in bulk, and 
could not be ſearch'd into by the Buyer; this was 
call'd- Garbling, and the Garbler having view'd the 
S, and cauſed all damaged or unſound goods to 
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words about the goodneſs of the ware, there was 
the Garbler's ſeal to vouch that they were marketable 
and good; and if they were otherwife the Garbler 
was . 8 Fa ed | 
Tris reſpected ſome particular forts o s only; 
and chiefly Ric and Suns, and die-ſtuffs, and t 
like; it were well if ſome other method than that of 
a rattling tongue could be found out, to aſcertain 
the goodneſs and value of goods between the ſhop- 
keeper and the retail buyer, that ſuch a flux of falſ- 
hoods and untruths might be avoided, as we ſee every 
day made uſe of to run up and run down every 
thing that is bought or ſold, and that without any 
effect too; for take it one time with another, all 
the ſhop-keeper's lying does not make the buyer 
like the goods at all the better; nor does the buyer's 
lying make the ſhop-keeper {ell the cheaper. ; 
- TT would be worth while to conſider a little the 
language that paſſes between the Tradeſman and his 
cuſtomer over the counter, and put it into plain 
home-ſpun Engliſh, as the meaning of it really im- 
ts; we would not take that uſage if it were put 
into plain words, it would ſet all the ſhop-keepers 
and their . cuſtomers together by the ears, and we 
ſhould have fighting and quarrelling, inſtead of 
bowing and court'fing in every ſhop; let us hearken 
a little, and hear how it would ſound between them; 
a Lady comes into a mercer's ſhop to buy ſome ſilks, 
or to the lace-man's to buy ſome ſilver laces, or the 
ke, and when ſhe pitches upon a piece which ſhe 
likes, ſhe begins thus : | | 
- Lady. I like that colour and that figure well 
enough, but I don't like the ſilk, there's no ſub- 
ſtance in it. | * 
Mercer. Ix DpERD, Madam, your Ladiſhip Ges, tis 
a 2 ſubſtantial ſilx. Pa, 
No, no, you lie indeed, Sir, tis fc 
nothing, twill ng ſervice, 182 25 
8 Aer. 
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Mer. Pray, Madam, feel how heavy tis; you 
will find 'tis a lie; the very weight of it may ſatis- 
fy you that ou lie, indeed, Madam. 
| . Come, come, ſhew me a better ; I am ſure 
you have better. any 

Mer. INDEED, Madam, your Ladiſhip lies; I 
may ſhew you more pieces, but I cannot ſhew you 
a better; there is not a better piece of ſilk of that 


ſort in London, Madam. 


- Lady. LeT me ſee that piece of crimſon there. 
Mer. HERE it is, Madam. 
. No, that won't do neither; tis not a good 
colour. | x 
Mer. INDEED Madam, you lie; tis as fine a colour 


25 can be died. | 


Lady. O fie ! you lie, indeed, Sir; why it is not 
In grain. 

Mer. YouR Ladiſhip lies, upon my word, Ma- 
dam; tis in grain, indeed, and as fine as can be 


died. 


I might make this dialogue much longer, but here 
is enough to ſet the mercer and the Lady both in 
a flame, and to ſet the ſhop in an uproar, if it were 
but ſpoken our in plain language, as above; and yet 
what is all the ſhop-diale& leſs or more than this? 
The meaning is plain; 'tis nothing but you lie, and 


— 


you lie; downright Billingsgate, wrap'd up in ſilk and 


ſattin, and deliver'd dreſs d finely up in better cloaths, 
than perhaps it might come dreſs' d in, between a 
Carman and a Porter. kc 55 


How ridiculous is all the tongue-padding flutter 
between Miſs Tawdry the ſemſtreſs, and Tartle my 


Lady's woman at the Change-ſhop, when the latter 
comes to buy any trifle ? and how many lies indeed, 
creep into every part of almoſt every trade, eſpeci- 
ally of retail trade, from the meaneſt to the up- 
permolt part of buſineſs? till in ſhort tis grown fo 
5 85 ſcanda- 
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ſcandalous, that I much wonder the ſhop-keepers 
themſelves do not leave it off, for the meer ſhame of 
its ſimplicity and uſeleſneſs. . | 

Bur habits once gotten into uſe are very rarely 
abated, however ridiculous they are; and the age is 
come to ſuch a degree of obſtinate folly, that nothing 
is too ridiculous for them, if they pleaſe but to make 
a cuſtom of it. 

I am not for making my diſcourſe a ſatyr upon 
the ſhop-keepers, or upon their cuſtomers; if I was, 
I could give a long detail of the arts and tricks made 
uſe of behind the counter to wheedle and perſuade 
the Buyer, and manage the ſelling part among ſhop- 
keepers, and how eaſily and dextrouſly they draw 
in their cuſtomers ; but this is rather work for a 
ballad and a ſong : My buſineſs is to tell the com- 

lete Tradeſman how to act a wiſer part, to talk to 
* cuſtomers like a man of ſenſe and buſineſs, and 
not like a Mountebank and his Merry- Andreu; to 
let him ſee that there is a way of managing be- 
hind a counter, that let the cuſtomer be what or 
how it will, man or woman, impertinent or not im- 
pertinent; for ſometimes, I muſt ſay, the men cuſto- 
mers are every jot as impertinent as the women; but 
I fay, let them be what they will, and how they will, 
let them make as many words as they will, and urge 
the ſhop-keeper how they will, he may behave him- 
ſelf ſo as to avoid all thoſe impertinences, falſhoods, 
fooliſh and wicked excurſions which I complain of, 
if he pleaſes. 

Ir by no means follows, that becauſe the buyer 
1s fooliſh, the ſeller muſt be ſo too; that becauſe the 
buyer has a never- ceaſing tongue, the ſeller muſt rat- 
tle as faſt as ſhe; that becauſe ſhe tells a hundred 
lies to run down his goods, he muſt tell another 
hundred to run them up, and that becauſe ſhe belies 
the goods one way, he muſt do the ſame the other 
9 . 
THERE 
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TRR is 2 happy medium in theſe things; the 
ſhop-keeper, far from being rude to his cuſtomers 
on one hand, or ſullen and ſilent on the other, may 
handſomly and modeſtly of his goods what 
So deſerve, and no other, may with truth (and 
good manners too) ſet forth his goods as they ought 
to beſet forth; and neither be wanting to the com- 
modity he ſells, or run out into a ridiculous extrava- 
gance of words, which have neither truth of fact or 
| nr ty of deſign in them. 
Nor is this middle way of ent at all leſs 
likely to ſucceed, if the cuſtomers have any ſhare of 
ſenſe in them, or the goods he ſhews any merit to 
recommend them; and I muſt ſay, I believe this 
grave middle way of diſcourſing to a cuſtomer, is 
generally more effectual, and more to the purpoſe, 
and more to the reputation of the ſhop-keeper, than 
a ſtorm of words, and a mouthful of common ſhop- 
lang which makes a noiſe, but has little in it to 
plead, except to here and there a fool that can no 
otherwiſe be prevail'd with. 
- IT would be a terrible ſatyr upon the Ladies, to 
fay that they will not be pleaſed or engaged either 
with good 'wares, or good penny worths, with rea- 
ſonable good language, or good manners, but they 
muſt have the addition of long harangues, ſimple, 
fawning and flattering language, and a flux of falſe 
and fooliſh words, to ſet off the goods, and wheedle. 
them in to lay out their money; and that without 
theſe they are not to be pleaſed. LY 
Bor let the Tradeſman try the honeſt part, and 
Nand by that, keeping a ſtock of faſhionable and 
valuable goods in his op to ſhew, and I dare ſay 
He will run no venture, nor need he fear cuſtomers ; 
if any thing calls for the help of noiſe, and rattli 
3 it muſt be mean and ſorry, unfaſhionable 
ordinary goods, together with weak and ſilly buyers; 
and let the buyers that chance to read this remem- 


ber, 
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ber, that whenever they find the ſhop-keeper begins 
his noiſe, and makes his fine ſpeeches, they ought 
to ſuppoſe he (the ſhop-keeper) has traſh to bring out, 
and believes he has fools to ſhew it to. 


am, c. 


LETTER M 
Of Fine H hops, and Fine Shews. 


SIR, 


I is a modern cuſtom, and wholly unknown to 
our anceſtors, who yet underſtood trade, in pro- 
portion to the Buſineſs they carried on, as well as 
we do, to have tradeſmen lay out two thirds of their 
fortune in fitting up their ſhops. | | 
By fitting up, I do not mean furniſhing their 
ſhops with wares and goods to ſell; for in that they 
came up to us in every particular, and perhaps went 
dee us too; but in painting and gilding, in fine 
ſhelves, ſhutters, boxes, glaſs- doors, ſaſhes and the 
like, in which they tell us now, tis a ſmall matter 
to lay out two or three hundred pounds, nay five 
_— pounds to fit up a Paſtry-Cook's, or a Toy- 
op. | 8 6 
1 Tur firſt inference to be drawn from this muſt 
| neceſſarily be, that this age muſt have more fools 
than the laſt, for certainly fools only are molt taken 
with ſhews and outſides. 
II is true, that a fine ſhew of goods will bring 
cuſtomers; and it is not a new cuſtom, bur a ver 
old one, that a new ſhop very well furniſhed goes 
a great way to bringing a trade; for the proverb 
8 Was, 
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was, and ſtill is, very true, that every body has a pen- 
ny for a new - but that a fine thew of ſhelves 
and glaſs windows ſhould bring cuſtomers, that was 
never made a rule in trade till now. 

AnD yet even now I ſhould not except ſo much 
againſt it, if it was not carried on to ſuch an excels, 
as is too much for a middling Tradeſman to bear the 
expence of; in this therefore it is made not a grievance 
only, but really ſcandalous to trade, for now a young 
beginner has ſuch a tax upon him before he begins, 
that he muſt ſink perhaps a third part, nay, a half 
part of his ſtock, in painting and bling wainſcot- 
1ng and glazing, before he begins to trade, nay, be- 
fore he can open his ſhop ; As they ſay of building a 
water- mill, two thirds of the expence lies under the 
water; and when the poor Tradeſman comes to fur- 
niſh his ſhop, and lay in his ſtock of goods, he finds 
a great hole made in his caſh to the workmen, and 
his ſhew of goods, on which the life of his trade 
depends, is fain to be leſſen'd to make up his ſhew 

of boards, and glaſs to lay them in. 

Non is this heavy article to be abated upon any 
account; for if he does not make a good ſhew, he 
comes abroad like a mean ordinary fellow, and no 
body of faſhion comes to his ſhop ; the cuſtomers 
are drawn away by the pictures and painted ſhelves, 
tho' when they come there, they are not half ſo 
well fill'd, as in other places, with goods fit for a 
trade; and how indeed ſhould it be otherwiſe ? the 
Joiners and Painters, Glaſiers and Carvers, muſt have 
all ready money; the Weavers and Merchants may 
give credit, their goods are of ſo much leſs moment 
to the ſhop-keeper, that they muſt truſt, but the 
more important ſhew muſt be finiſh'd firſt; and 
paid firſt; and when that has made a deep hole in 
the Tradeſman's ſtock, then the remainder may be 
ſpar'd to furniſh the ſhop with goods, and the mer- 
chant mult cruſt for the reſt, i 

| T 
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Irx will hardly be believ'd in ages to come, when 

our poſterity ſhall be grown wiſer by our loſs, and, 
as I may truly ſay, at our expence, that a Paſtry- 
Cook's ſhop, which twenty pounds would effectual- 
ly furniſh at a time, with all needful things for fale; 
nay, except on an extraordinary ſhew, as on T welfth- 
day at night for cakes, or upon ſome great Feaſt, 
twenty pounds can hardly be laid out at one time in 


goods for ſale, yet that fitting up one of theſe ſnops 


ſhould coſt upwards of 3001. Auno Domini, 1710, 
Let the year be recorded: The fitting up of a ſhop 

for Paſtry ware in London to conſiſt of the following 
particulars 3 


1. Sas windows, all of looking-glaſs plates, 12 
inches by 16 inches in meaſure. 

2. ALL the walks of the ſhop lin'd up with galley- 
tiles, and the Back-ſhop with galley-rtiles in pannels, 
finely painted in foreſt- work and figures. 

3. Two large Peir looking-glaſles and one chim- 
ney glaſs in the ſhop, and one very large Peir-glaſs 
ſeven foot high in the Back-ſhop. _ 

4. Two large branches of Candleſticks, one in 
the ſhop and one in the back-room. 

5. THREE great glaſs lanthorns in the ſhop, and 
eight ſmall ones. 

6. TwenTy five ſconces againſt the wall, with a 
large pair of ſilver ſtanding candleſticks in the back 
room, value 25 J. | | 

7. Six fine large ſilver falvers to ſerve ſweet» 
meats, | 

8. TWELVE large high ſtands of rings, whereof 


three ſilver, to place ſmall diſhes for tarts, jelleys, &c. * 


at a Feaſt, 
9. PainTING the cieling, and gilding the lant- 
horns, the ſaſhes, and the carv'd work, 554. 


S 2 ; Tusss 


bs. > <<los — 


260 The Complete 

Tuxsx with ſome odd things to ſet forth the ſhop, 
and make a ſhew, beſides {mall plate, and beſides China 
baſons and cups, amounted to, as I am well inform'd, 


above 300 l. 2 : 
ADD to this the more neceſſary part, which was, 


1. BvitDinG two ovens, about twenty five 
pounds. | 

2. TweNTY pounds in ſtock for pies, and cheeſe- 
Cakes, Ce. 


So that in ſhort here was a trade, which might be 
carried on for about zo or 404. ſtock, requir'd 300 /. 
expence to fit up the ſhop, and make a ſhew to in- 
vite cuſtomers. 

1 might give ſomething of a like example of ex- 

travagance in fitting up a Cutler's ſhop, Avglice a 

Toy-man, which are now come up to ſuch a ridi- 

culous expence, as is hardly to be thought of with- 

out the utmoſt contempt ; let any one ſtop at the 

2 or at Paul's corner, or in many other 
aces. 

As to the ſhops of the more conſiderable trades, 
they all bear a proportion of the humour of the 
times, but do nor call for ſo loud a remark ; leaving 
therefore the juſt reflection which ſuch things call 
for, let me bring it home to the young Tradeſman, 
to whom I am directing this diſcourſe, and to whom 
J am deſirous to give ſolid and uſeful hints for his 
inſtruction; I would recommend it to him to avoid all 
ſuch needleſs expences, and rather endeavour to fur- 
niſh his ſhop with goods, than to paint and gild it 
over, to make it fine and gay; let it invite cuſtomers 
rather by the well-fill'd preſſes and ſhelves, and the 
great choice of rich and faſhionable goods, that one 
cuſtomer being well ſerv'd may bring another ; and 
Ter him ſtudy to bring his ſhop into reputation for 
good choice of wares, and good attendance on his 
Sgt. | | Cuſtomers; 
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cuſtomers; and this ſhall bring a throng to him 
much better, and of much better people, than thoſe 
that go in merely for a gay ſhop. 

LeT the ſhop be decent and handſome, ſpacious 
as the place will allow, and ler ſomething like the 
face of a maſter be always to be ſeen in it; and, if 
poſlible, be always buſy, and doing ſomething in it, 
that may look like being employ'd ; this takes as 
much with the wiſer obſerver of ſuch things, as any 
other appearance can do. 


I have heard of a young Apothecary, who _— 
up in a part of the Town, where he had not muc 
acquaintance, and fearing much, whether he ſhould 
et into buſineſs, hir'd a man acquainted with ſuch 
— and made him be every morning between 
five and ſix, and often late in the evenings, working 
very hard at the great mortar; * and beat - 
ing, tho' he had nothing to do with it, but beating 
ſome very needleſs thing, that all his neighbours 
might hear it, and find that he was in full employ, 
being at work early and late, and that conſequently 
he muſt be a man of vaſt buſineſs, and have a great 
practice ; the thing was well laid, and took accord- 
ingly ; for the neighbours believing he had buſineſs, 
brought buſineſs to him; and the reputation of ha- 
ving a trade, made a trade for him. 
Tu obſervation is juſt; a ſhew may bring ſome 
prope to a ſhop, but tis the fame of Buſineſs that 
rings Buſineſs ; nothing raiſes the fame of a ſhop 
like its being a ſhop of good trade already ; then 
people go to it, becauſe they think other people 
go to it, and becauſe they think there is good 
choice; their gilding and painting may go a fiele 
way, but 'tis the having a ſhop well fill'd with goods, 
having good choice to fel, and ſelling reaſonable, theſe 
are the things that bring a trade, and a trade thus 
brought will ſtand by you, and laſt; for fame of 
trade brings trade any Where. 
91 Ił 
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: TT is a ſign of the barrenneſs of the peoples fancy, 
when they are ſo eaſily taken with ſhews and out- 
ſides of things: Never was ſuch painting and gild- 
ing, ſuch ſaſhings and looking-glaſſes among the 
ſhop-keepers, as there is now ; and yet trade flou- 
riſh'd more in former times by a great deal than it 
does now, if we may believe the report of very ho- 
ry honeſt and underſtanding men; the reaſon, I think, 
cannot be to the credit of the preſent age, nor is it 
to the diſcredit of the former ; for they carried on 
their trade with leſs gaiety, and with leſs expence 
than we do now. 

Mx advice to a young Tradeſman is to keep the 
ſafe middle between theſe extremes; ſomething the 
times muſt be humour'd in, becauſe faſhion and 
cuſtom muſt be follow'd ; but let him conſider the 
depth of his ſtock, and not lay out half his eſtate 
upon fitting up his ſhop, and then leave but the 
other half ro furniſh it; *tis much better to have a 
Full ſhop, than a Fine. ſhop ; and a hundred pounds 
in goods will make a much better ſhew than a hun- 
dred pounds worth of painting and carv'd work,; tis 
good to make a ſhew, but not to be All ſhew, 

IT 1s true, that painting and adorning a ſhop ſeems 
to intimate, that the Traleſman has a large ſtock to 
begin with, or elſe they ſuggeſt he would not make 
ſuch a ſhew ; hence the young ſhop-keepers are wil- 
ling to make a great ſhew, and beautify, and paint, 
and gild, and carve, becauſe they would be thought 
to have a great ſtock to begin with; but let me tell 
you, the reputation of having a great ſtock is ill pur- 
chas d, when half your ſtock is laid out to make the 
world believe it; that is, in ſhort, reducing yourſelf 
to a ſmall ſtock to have the world believe you have 
a great one; in which by the way, you do no leſs 
than barter the real ſtock tor the imaginary, and give 
| away your ſtock to keep the name of it only. 
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I take this indeed to be a French humour, or a ſpice 
of it turn'd Engliſh, and indeed we are famous for 
this, that when we do mimick the French, we gene- 
rally do it to our hurt, and over-do the French them- 
ſelves. | 21 
Tux French nation are eminent for making a fine 
outſide, when perhaps within they want neceſſaries; 
and indeed a gay ſhop and a mean ſtock is ſomething 
like the Frenchman with his laced ruffles, without a 
ſhirt: I cannot but think a well furnith'd ſhop with 
a moderate outſide is much better to a Tradeſman, 
than a fine ſhop and few goods; I am ſure it will be 
much more to his ſatis faction, when he caſts up his 
year's account, for his fine ſhop will weigh but ſor» 
rily in his account of profit and loſs ; tis all a dead 
article, *tis ſunk our of his firſt money, before he 
makes a ſhilling profit, and may be fome years a re- 
covering, as trade may go with him. 

IT is true that all theſe notions of mine in trade 
are founded upon the principle of frugality and good 
husbandry ; and this is a principle ſo diſagreeable to 
the times, and ſo contrary to the general practice, 
that we ſhall find very few people to whom it is 
agreeable : Bur let me tell my young tradeſmen, that 
it they muſt baniſh frugality and good husbandry, 
they muſt at the ſame time baniſh all expectation of 
growing rich by their trade: It is a maxim in com- 
merce, that money gets money, and they that will 
not frugally lay up their gain, in order to encreaſe 
their gain, muſt not expect ro gain as they might 
otherwiſe do; frugality may be out of faſhion among 
the gentry, bur if 1t comes to be ſo among tradeſmen, 
we ſhall foon ſee that wealthy tradeſmen will be hard 
to find; for they who will not ſave as well as gain 
mult expect to go out of trade as lean as they began. 

SOME people tell us indeed in many caſes, 40. 
ally in trade, that putting a rome face upon things 

of the things themſelves ; 
94 1 


—ͤ—2——j 44. + - 


ee eee ———ů wp — — — _r_ 


264 The Complete 


and that a fine, painted, gilded ſhop, among the reſt, 
has a great influence upon the people, draws cuſto- 


mers, and brings trade; and they run a great length 


in this diſcourſe by ſatyriſing on the blindneſs and 
folly of mankind, and how the world are to be taken 
in their own way; and ſeeing they are to be deluded 
and impoſed upon in ſuch an innocent way, they 


ought to be ſo far deluded and impoſed upon, alluding 


to the old proverbial ſaying, Si populus vult decipi, 
decipiatur , that tis no fraud, no crime, and can nei- 
ther be againſt conſcience or prudence; for if they 
are pleas'd with a ſhew, why ſhould they not have 
it? azd the like. 

Tuts way of talking is indeed plauſible ; and were 
the fact true, there might be more in it, than I think 
there is: But I do not grant that the world is thus 
to be deluded; and that the people do follow this 
rule in general, I mean, to go always to a fine ſhop 


to lay out their money; perhaps in ſome caſes it 


may be ſo, where the women, and weakeſt of the 
ſex too, are chiefly concern'd ; or where the fo 
and fools of the age reſort; and as to thoſe few, 
they that are willing to be ſo impos'd upon, let them 
have it. St 
Bor I do not ſee, that even this extends any far- 
ther than to a few Toy- ſhops, and Paſtry-Cooks ; 


and the cuſtomers of both theſe are not of credit ſuf- 


Hicient, I think, to weigh in this caſe; we may as 
well argue for the fine habits at a Pup fore and a 
Rope-daxcing, becauſe they draw the Mob about them 


but I cannot think, after you go but one degree 
above theſe, the thing is of any weight, much leſs 


does it bring credit to the Tradeſman, whatever it 
. do to the ſhop. 

THe credit of a Tradeſman reſpects two ſorts of 
people, firſt, the merchants, or wholeſale men, or 
makers, who ſell him his goods, or the cuſtomers, 
Who come to his ſhop to buy, 75 
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The firſt of theſe are ſo far from valuing him up- 
on the gay appearance of his ſhop, that they are of- 
ten the firſt that take an offence at it, and ſuſpect 
his credit upon that account ; their opinion upon 
a Tradeſman, and his credit with them, is rais'd 
quite another way, namely, by his current pay, 
diligent attendance, and honeſt figure; the £9 ſhep 
does not help him at all there, but rather the con- 
trary. 8 

A s to the latter, though ſome cuſtomers may ar 
firſt be drawn by the gay appearance and fine gilding 
and painting of a ſhop, yer it is the well ſorting a 
ſhop with goods, and the ſelling good pennyworths 
that will bring trade, eſpecially after the ſhop has 
been open ſome time; this, and this only, eſtabliſhes 
the man and the credit of the ſhop. 

To conclude; the credit rais'd by the fine: ſhew 
of things 1s alſo of a different kind from the ſub- 
ſtantial reputation of a Tradeſman ; Tis rather 
the credit of the ſhop, than of the man; and 
in a word, it is no more or leſs than a net ſpread to 
catch fools ; *tis a bait to allure and deceive, and the 
"Tradeſman generally intends it ſo ; He intends that 
the cuſtomers ſhall pay for the gilding and painting 
his ſhop, and 'tis the uſe he really makes of it, viz. 
that his ſhop. looking like ſomething eminent, he 
may fell dearer than his neighbours z who, and 
what kind of fools can ſo be drawn in, it is eaſy 
* deſcribe; but ſatyr is none of our buſineſs 

ere. 

O the contrary, the cuſtomers, who are the ſub- 
ſtantial dependence of a Tradeſman's ſhop, are ſuch 
as are gain d and preſerv d by good uſage, good pen- 
ny worths, good wares, and good choice; and a ſhop 
that has the reputation of theſe four, like good wine 
that needs no buſh, needs no painting and gilding, 
no carv'd works and ornaments; it requires only a 

diligent 
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diligent maſter and a faithful ſervant, and it will 
never want a trade. 


Jam, &c. 
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Of the Tradeſman's keepmg his Books, 
and cafiing up his Shop. 


SIR, 


T was an antient and laudable cuſtom with tradeſ- 
men in England always to ballance their accounts 
of ſtock, and of profit and loſs, at leaſt once every 
year; and generally it was done at Chriſtmas, or New 
year's tide, when they could always tell wherher 
they went backward or forward, and how their af- 
fairs ſtoods in the world; and tho” this good cuſtom 
is very much loſt among tradeſmen at this time, 
yet there are a great many that do ſo ſtill, and they 
generally call it, caſting up ſhop; to ſpeak the truth, 
the great occaſion of omitting it has been from the 
many tradeſmen, Who do not care to look into 
things, and who fearing their affairs are not right, 
care not to know how they go at all, good or bad; 
and when I ſee a Tradeſman that does not caſt up 
once a year, I conclude that Tradeſman to be in 
very bad circumſtances, that at leaſt he fears he 1s 
ſo, and by conſequence cares not to enquire, 
As caſting up the ſhop is the way to know ev 
year whether he goes backward or forward, and 1s 
the Tradeſman's particular ſatisfaction, ſo he muſt 
caſt up his books too, or elſe it will be very omi- 
nous to the Tradeſman's credit. 
Now. 
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Now, in order to doing this effectually once a years 
tis needful the Tradeſman ſhould keep his books 
always in order; his day-book duly poſted, his 
caſh duly ballanced, and all peoples accounts always 
fir for a view; he that delights in his trade wall 
delight in his books; and, as I ſaid, that he that 
will thrive muſt diligently attend his ſhop, or ware- 
houſe, and take up his delight there, ſo I ſay now, 
he muſt alſo diligently keep his books, or elſe he 
will never know whether he thrives, or no. 

ExacT keeping his books is one eſſential part of 
2 Tradeſman's proſperity ; the books are the regiſter 
of his eſtate, the index of his ſtock; all the Tradeſ- 
man has in the world muſt be found in theſe three 


articles, or ſome of them. 


Goods in the ſhop; 
Money 1n caſh; 
Debts abroad. 


Tur ſhop will at any time ſhew the firſt of theſe 
upon a ſmall ſtop to caſt it up; the Caſh-cheſt and 


Bill-box will ſhew the ſecond at demand; and the 


Ledger when poſted will ſhew the iat; fo that a 
Tradeſman can at any time, at a week's notice, caſt 
up all theſe three; and then examining his accounts, 
to take the ballance, which is a real trying what 


he is worth in the world. 


Ir cannot be ſatisfactory to any Tradeſman to 
let his books go unſettled, and uncaſt up; for then 
he knows nothing of himſelf, or of bis circum- 
ſtances in the world; the books can tell him at any 
time what his condition is, and will ſatisfy him what 
is the condition of his debts abroad. 3 

Ix order to his regular keeping his books, ſeveral 


things might be ſaid uſeful for the Tradeſman 
to conſider. 9 ; 


I. Every 
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I. Every thing done in the whole circumference 
of his trade muſt be ſet down in a Book, ex- 
cept the retail- trade; and this is clear, if the 
goods are not in bulk, then the money 1s in 
caſh, and fo the ſubſtance will be always found 
either there, or ſomewhere elſe ; for if it is nei- 
ther in the ſhop, nor in the caſh, nor in the 
books, it muſt be ſtolen and loſt. 


TI. As every thing done muſt be ſet down in the 

Books, fo it ſhould be done at the very time 
of it; all goods fold muſt be entred in the 
books before they are ſent out of the houſe; 
goods ſent away and not entered are goods loſt ; 
and he that does not keep an exact account of 
What goes out and comes in, can never ſwear 
to his books, or prove his debts, if occaſion 
calls for it. 


I am not going to ſet down rules here for Book- 
keeping, or to teach the Tradeſman how to do it, 
but I am ſhewing the neceſſity and uſefulneſs of do- 
ing it at all: That Tradeſman, who keeps no books, 
may depend upon it, he will e'er long keep no trade, 
unleſs "A reſolves alſo to give no credit: He that 
gives no truſt, and takes no truſt, either by whole- 
fale or by retail, and keeps his caſh all himſelf, may 
indeed go on without keeping any book at all, and 
has nothing to do, when he would know his eſtate, 
bur to caſt up his ſhop and his caſh, and ſee how 
much they amount to, and that is his whole and 
neat eſtate ; for as he owes nothing, ſo no body is 
in debt to him, and all his eſtate is in his ſhop; 
but I ſuppoſe, the Tradeſman that trades wholly 
thus, is not yet born, or if there ever” was any 
ſuch, they are all deadl. | 
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A Tradeſman's Books, like a Chriſtian's Conſci- 
. ence, ſhould always be kept clean and clear; and he 
that is not careful of — will give but a ſad ac- 
count of himſelf either to Gop or Man. It is true 
that a great many tradeſmen, and eſpecially ſhop- 
keepers, underſtand but little of book - keeping, but 
tis as true that they all underſtand ſomething of it, 
or elſe they will make but poor work of ſhop- 
keeping. ge” 3 | 

I knew a Tradeſman that could not write, and 

et he ſupplied the defect with ſo many ingenious 

nacks of his own, to ſecure the account of what 
people ow'd him, and was ſo exact in doing it, and 
then took ſuch care to have but very ſhort accounts 
with any body, that he brought up his method to 
be every way an equivalent to writing ; and, as L 
often told him, with half the ſtudy and application 
that thoſe things coſt him, he might have learn'd 
to write, and keep books too : He made notches up- 
on ſticks for all the middling ſums, and ſcor'd with 
- chalk for leſſer things; he had drawers for every 
particular cuſtomer's name, which his memory ſu 
plicd, for he knew every particular drawer, tho 

ad a great many, as well as if their faces had been 
painted upon them; he had innumerable figures to 
ſignify what he would have written, if he could; 
and his ſhelves and boxes always put me in mind of 
the Egyptian Hieroglyphicks, 1 no body under- 
ſtood them, or any thing of them but himſelf. 

Ir was an odd thing to ſee him, when à country- 
chap came up to ſettle accounts with him; 
would go to a drawer directly, among ſuch a num- 
ber as was amazing; in that drawer was nothing but 
little pieces of ſplit ſticks, like laths, with chalk- 
marks on them, all as unintelligible as the ſigns of 
the Zodiack are to an old School: miſtreſs that teaches 
the Horn- book and Primmer, or as Arabick, or Greek, 
Is to a Plowman; every ſtick had notches on on 
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fide for ſingle pounds, on the other fide for tens of 
pounds, and ſo higher; and the length and breadth 
alſo had its ſignification, and the colour too; for 
they were painted in ſome places with one colour, 
and in ſome places with another; by which he 
knew what goods had been deliver'd for the money : 
and his way of caſting up was very remarkable, for 
he knew nothing of figures; but he kept fix ſpoons 
in a place on purpoſe, near his counter, which he 
took our when he had occaſion to caſt up any ſum, 
and layiog the ſpoons on a row before him, he 
counted upon them thus : 


One, two, three, and another ; one odd ſpoon, and t'other. 
By this he told up to fix; if he had any occa- 
ſion to tell any farther, he began again, as we do 
after the number ten in our ordinary numeration 

and by this method, and running them up ve 
quick, he would count any number under 36, which 
Was ſix ſpoons of fix ſpoons, and then by the ſtrength 
of his head he could number as many more as he 
eng multiplying them always by ſix's, but never 

igher. | | 
1 give this inſtance to ſhew how far the qo 
tion of a man's head might go to ſupply the defect; 
but principally to ſhew (and it does abundantly 
ſhew it) what an abſolute neceſſity there is for a 

_ Tradeſman to be very diligent and exact in keepin 

his books; and what pains thoſe who v 
their buſineſs will always take to do it. 
THis Tradeſman was indeed a country ſhop- 
keeper, but he was ſo conſiderable a dealer, that he 
became Mayor of the city which he lived in, (for 
it was a city, and that a conſiderable city too,) 
and his poſterity have been very conſiderable traders | 
* * 
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in the ſame city ever ſince, and they ſhew their 


great grandfather's ſix counting ſpoons and his hie- 
roglyphicks to this day. 


AFTER ſome time, the old Tradeſinan bred up two 


of his ſons to his buſineſs, and the young men having 
learned to write, brought Books into the compting- 
houſe, things their father had never uſed before; 
but the old man kept to his old method for all that, 
and would caſt up a ſum, and make up an account 
with his ſpoons and his drawers, as ſoon as they could 
with their pen and ink, if it was not too full of 
ſmall articles, and that he had always avoided in his 
buſineſs. | 
HowEveR, as I have ſaid above, this evidently 
ſhews the neceſſity of Book-keeping to a Tradeſman, 
and the very nature of the thing evidences alſo rhat 
it muſt be done with the greateſt exactneſs. He 
that does not keep his books exactly, and fo as that 


he may depend upon them for charging his Debtors, 


had better keep no books at all, but, like my ſh 
keeper, ſcore and notch every thing ; for as boola 
well kept makes buſineſs regular, eaſy and certain, 
ſo books neglected turn all into confuſion, and leave 
the Tradeſman in a wood, which he can never get 
out of without damage and loſs; if ever his dealers 
know that his books are ill kept ny upon him, 
and impoſe horrid forgeries and falſities upon him 
whatever he omits they catch at, and leave it out; 
whatever they put upon him, he is bound to yield 
to; ſo that in ſhort, as books well kept are the ſe- 
curity of the Tradeſman's eſtate, and the aſcertain- 
ing of his debts, ſo books ill kept will aſſiſt every 
N cuſtomer or chapman to cheat and deceive 

a | 

SoME men keep a due and exact entry or journal 
of all they ſell, or perhaps of all they buy or ſell, 
but are utterly remiſs in poſting it forward to a 


Ledger; that is to ſay, to another Book, where eve- 
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ry parcel is carried to the debtor's particular c- 
count; likewiſe they keep another book, where they 
enter all the money they receive, but, as above, ne- 
ver keeping any account of Debtor and Creditor for 
the man, there it ſtands in the caſh-book, and both 
theſe books muſt be ranſack'd over for the particu- 
lars, as well of goods fold, as of the money receiv'd, 
when this cuſtomer comes to have his account made 
up; and as the goods are certainly entred when fold 
or ſent away, and the money is certainly entred when 
tis receiv'd, this they think is ſufficient, and all the 
reſt ſuperfluous. 

I doubt not ſuch tradeſmen often ſuffer as much 
by their ſlothfulneſs and neglect of Book-keeping, 
as might, eſpecially if their buſineſs is conſiderable, 
pay for a Book-keeper ; for what is ſuch a man's 
= when his cuſtomer, ſuppoſe a country-dealer, 
comes to town, which perhaps he does once a year, 
(as is the cuſtom of other tradeſmen) and deſires to 
have his account made up? The London Tradeſman 
goes to his Books, and firſt he rummages his Day- 
book back for the whole year, and takes out the 
foot of all the parcels ſent to his chapman, and they 
make the debtor fide of the account ; then he rakes 
his caſh-book, if it deſerves that name, and there he 
takes out all the ſums of money which the chapman 
has ſent up, or bills which he has receiv'd, and theſe 
make the creditor {ide of the account; and ſo rhe 
ballance is drawn out ; and this man thinks himſelf 
a mighty good accomptant, that he keeps his books 
exactly; and ſo perhaps he does, as far as he keeps 
them at all; that is to ſay, he never ſends a parcel 
away to his cuſtomer, but he enters it down; and 
never receives a bill from him, but he ſets it down 
when the money is paid ; but now take this man 

and his chap together, as they are making up this 
account ; The chapman, a ſharp clever Tradeſman, 


tho” a countryman, has his pocketbook with mo, 
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abd.in it a copy of his poſting-book, ſo the coun- 
trymen call a Ledger, where the London Tradeſman's 
accounts are copied out, and when the city Tradeſ- 
man has drawn out his account he takes it to his Inn 
and examines it by his little book; and what is the 
conſequence ? | | 
Ix the city Tradeſman has omitted any of the bills 
which the country Tradeſman has ſent him up, he 
finds it out, and 1s ſure to put him in mind of it ; 
Sir, ſays he, you had a bill from me upon Mr. A 
G--=-, at ſuch a time, for 304. and I have your let- 
ter that you receiv'd the money, but you have omit- 
ted it in the account; ſo that I am not ſo much in 
your debt by 30. as you thought I was. | 
Say you ſo! ſays the city Tradeſman, I canto 
think hut you muſt be miſtaken. | 
No, no, ſays the other, I am ſure I can't be miſta- 
ken, for 1 have it in my book ;- beſides I can go to 
Mr. 4 G——, whom the bill was drawn up- 
on, and there 1s to be ſure your own endorſement 
upon it, and a receipt for the money... | by 
. WELL, ſays the citizen, I keep my books as exact 
as any body, I'll look again, and if it be there T 
ſhall find it, for I am ſure if J had it tis in my caſh- 
book. 
PRAY do then, ſays the countryman, for I am 
| ſure I ſent it you, and I am ſure I can produce the 
bill if there be occaſion. 4 


Away goes the Tradeſman to his Book, for he 
can't call it Books, which he pretends he keeps ſo 
exact, and examining it over again, he finds the bill 
for 301. entred fairly, but in his running the whole 
year over together, as well he might, he had over- 
look'd it ; whereas if his Caſh-book had been duly 
E ed every week, as it ought to have been, this bill 
been regularly placed to account. 


| wt Bur 
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Bur now obſerve the difference; the bill for 361: 
being omitted was no damage to the country Tradeſ- 
man, becauſe he had an account of it in his Book of 
memorandums, and had it regularly poſted in his 
books at home, whatever the other had, and alſo was 
able to bring ſufficient proof of the payment; ſo the 
. 44 Tradeſman's omiſſion was I ſay no hurt to 
Bor the caſe differs exceedingly in the debtor fide 
of the account; for here the Tradeſman, who with 
all his boaſts of keeping his books exactly, has yet 
no Ledger, which being, as I have faid, duly poſt- 
ed, ſhould ſhew every man's account at one view, 
and being done every week, left it ſcarce poſſible to 
omit any parcel that was once entred in the day- book 
or journal; I fay, the Tradeſman keeping no Ledger, 
he looks over his day-book for the whole year paſt, 


to draw up the debtor fide of his cuſtomer's account, 


and there being a great many parcels, truly he over- 
looks one or two of them ; or ſuppoſe but one of 
them, and gives the chapman the account, in which 
he ſums up his debtor {de ſo much, ſuppoſe 1360. 


105. the chapman examining this by his book, as 


he did the caſh, finds two parcels, one 7. 155. 
and the other 9 J. 13 4. omitted; ſo that by his own 
book his debtor fide was 153 J. 18s. but being a 
cunning ſharp Tradeſman, and withal not exceeding 
honeſt, Well, well, ſays he to himſelf, if Mr. G---- 
ſays tis no more than 1361. 10s. what have I to do 
to contradict him? tis none of my buſineſs to keep 
his books for him; *tis time enough for me to reckon 


for it when he charges me. So he goes back to him 


the next day, and ſettles accounts with him, pays 
him the ballance in good bills which he brought up 
with him for that purpoſe, takes a receipt in full of 
all accounts and demands to ſuch a day of the month, 
and the next day comes and looks out another parcel. 
of goods, and ſo begins an account for the next 1 2 
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ke a current chapman, and has the credit of an ex- 
traordinary cuſtomer that Pays well, and clears his 
accounts every year; hic 
not ſeen the advantage, and ſo ſtrained. himſelf to 
pay, that he might get a receipt in full of all ac- 
counts. 87 | 
IT happens ſome years after that this city Tradeſ- 
man dies, and his executors finding his accounts dif- 


ficult to make up, there being no books to be found 


but a Day-book and a Caſh-book, they get ſome 
skilful book-keeper to look into them, who imme» 
diately ſees that the only way to bring the accounts 


to a head, is to form a Ledger out of the other two, 


and poſt every body's account into it from the be- 


ginning ; for tho' it were a long way back, there is 


no other remedy. 


* 


In doing this they come to this miſtake, among 


a great many others of the like kind in other chap= 


mens accounts; upon this they write to the chapman, 
and tell him they find him debtor to the eſtate of the 
deceaſed in ſuch a ſum of money, and defire him to 
make payment. 

THz country ſhop-keeper huffs them, tells them 
he always made up accounts with Mr. G the de- 
ceaſed, once a year, as he did with all his other chap- 
men; and that he took his receipt in full of all ac- 
counts and demands, upon pay ing the ballance to 
him at ſuch a time; which receipt he has to ſhew; 
and that he owes him nothing, or but ſuch a ſum, 
being the account of goods bought ſince. 

HE. Executors finding the miſtake, and how it 


happened, endeavour to convince him of it; but tis 
all one, he wants no convincing, for he knows at 


bottom how it is; but being a little of a knave him- 


ſelf, or if you pleaſe, not 4 little, he tells them he 


cannot enter into the accounts ſo far back, Mr. G 


and 


truſted to him; and as he has his receipt 
1 2 in 


e had not done had he 


I told him he kept his books ve. exactly, 
al 
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in full, and it is fo long ago, he can fay nothing 
to it. e | 

Fnom hence they come to quarrel, and the Exe- 
cutors threaten him with going to law; but he bids 
them defiance, and inſiſts upon his receipt in full; 
and beſides that, tis perhaps fix years ago, and ſo 
he tells them he will plead the Statute of Limitati- 
ons upon them ; and then adds, that he does not do 
it to avoid a juſt debt, but to avoid being impoſed 
upon ; for he not underſtanding books ſo well as 
Mr. G pretended to do, and having ballanced 


accounts ſo long ago with him, he "ſtands by the 


Ballance, and has nothing to fay ro their miſtakes, not 
he. So that in ſhort, nor Bod any remedy, they 
are forc'd to fit down by the loſs; And perhaps in 
the courſe of twenty years trade, Mr. G might 
loſe a great many ſuch parcels in the whole; and had 
much better have kept a Ledger; or if he did not 
know how to keep a Ledger himſelf, had better 
have hired a Book-keeper to have come once a week, 
= once a month, to have poſted his Day-book for 
JO 

Tux like misfortune attends the not ballancing 
his caſh, a thing which ſuch book-keepers as 
Mr. G do not think worth their trouble; nor 
do they underſtand the benefir of it; the particulars 
indeed of this article are tedious, and would be too 
long for a letter, but certainly they that know any 
thing of the uſe of keeping an exact caſh-book, 
know that withour it, a Tradeſman can never be 
thoroughly ſatisfied either of his own not commir- 
ting miſtakes, or of any people cheating him, I 
_ ſervants, or ſons, or whoever is the firſt abour 

im. 

Wuar I call ballancing his Caſh-book, is, firſt, 
the caſting up, daily, or weekly, or monthly, his 
receipts and payments, and then ſeeing what money 
is left in hd, or, as the uſual expreſſion of the 

P 
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Tradeſman is, what money is in caſh; ſecondly, the 
examining his money, telling it over, and ſeeing how 
much he has in his cheſt or bags, and then ſeeing if 
it agrees with the ballance of fis book, that what 
is, and what ſhould be, correſpond. | 
Ay here let me give Tradeſmen a caution or two. 
1. Nxvxx fit down ſatisfied with an error in the 
caſh ; that is to ſay, with a difference between the 


7 money really in the caſh, and the ballance in the 


book; for if they do not agree, there muſt be a 
miſtake ſomewhere, and while there is a miſtake in 
the caſh, the Tradeſman cannot, at leaſt he ought 
not, to be eaſy ; He that can be eaſy with a miſtake 
in his caſh, may be eaſy with a gang of Thieves in 
© his houſe; for if his money does not come right, 
he muſt have paid ſomething that is not ſet down, 
and that is to be ſuppoſed as bad as if it were loſt; 
or he muſt have ſomebody about him that can find 
the way to his money beſides himſelf ; that is to ſay, 
ſomebody that ſhould not come to it; and if ſo, what 
is the difference between that and having a gang of 
thieves about him? for every one that takes money 
out of his caſh without his leave, and without let- 
ting him know it, is ſo far a Thief to him: and he 
can never pretend to ballance his caſh, or indeed know 
any thing of his affairs, that does not know which 
way his money goes. | 

2. A Tradeſman endeavouring to ballance his caſh, 

ſhould no more be ſatisfied if he finds a miſtake in 
his caſh one way, than another; that is to ſay, if 
he finds more in caſh than by the Ballance of his 
Caſh-book ought to be there, than if he finds leſs, 
or wanting in caſh : I know many, who when they 
find it thus, fit down ſatisfied, and ſay, Well, there 
is an error, and I don't know where it lies; but 
come, tis an error on the right hand, I have more 

caſh in hand than I ſhould have, that's all, ſo I am 
well enough, ler it go, I ſhall find it ſome time or 
T 3 other. 
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other. But the Tradeſman ought to conſider, that 
he is quite in the dark, and as he does not really 
know where it lies, ſo for ought he knows the error 
may really be to his loſs very conſiderably; and the 
| 54/4 is very plain that it is as dangerous to be over, 
as it would be to be under; he ſhould therefore never 
give it over till he has found it out, and brought it 
to rights. For example : _ 

Is there appears to be more money in the caſh 
than there is by the ballance in the caſh-book, this 
muſt follow, viz. That ſome parcel of money muſt 
have been receiv'd, which is not entred in the book; 
now till the Tradeſman knows what ſum of money 
this is, that is thus not centred, how can he tell but 
the miſtake may be quite the other way, and the caſh 
be really wrong to his loſs ? Thus, * 

My caſh- book being caſt up for the laſt month, 
I find by the foot of the leaf there is.caſh remain- 
ing in hand to ballance 176 J. 105. 6 d. | 

\ To ſee if all things are right, I go and tell my 
money over, and there, to my ſurpriſe, I find 
1941. 105. 64. in caſh; ſo that I have 18 l. there 
more than I ſhould have : now, far from being 
pleaſed that I have more money by me than I 
W have, my enquiry is plain, How comes this 
to paſs? 

ens I puzzle my head a great while about 
it, but not being able to find it out, I fit down eaſy 
and ſatisfied, and ſay, Well, I don't much concern 
my ſelf about it, tis better to be ſo than 18 l. miſe 
ſing ; I cannot tell where it lies, but let it lie where 
it wall, here's the money to make up the miſtake 
when it appears. 

Bur how fooliſh is this? how ill-grounded the 
ſatisfation? and how weak am I to argue thus, and 
pleaſe my ſelf with the deluſion? for ſome months 
after it appears, perhaps, that whereas there was 3 8 J. 
eatred, receiv'd of Mr, B=—= K— the figure 3 

| | Was 
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was miſtaken, and ſet down for a figure of 5, for the 
ſam receivd was 581. ſo that inſtead of having 187. 
more in caſh than there ought to be, I have 40's. 
wanting in my caſh; which my ſon or my appren- 
tice ſtole from me when they put in the money, and 
made the miſtake of the figures to puzzle the book, 
that it might be ſome time before it ſnould be diſco- 
vered. ; 

Upon the whole, take it as a rule, the Tradeſ- 
man ought to be as much diſſatisfied when ke finds 
a miſtake to his gain in his caſh, as when he finds it 
to his loſs; and it is every whit as dangerous, nay, 
it is the more ſuſpicious, becauſe it ſeems to be laid 
as a bait for him to ſtop his mouth, and to prevent 
farther enquiries ; and tis on that account that I 
leave this caution upon record, that the Tradeſman 

may be duly alarm'd. | 
Tux keeping a caſh-book is one of the niceſt parts 
of a Tradeſman's buſineſs, becauſe there is always the 
bag and the book to be brought together, and if 
they do not exactly ſpeak the fame language, even 
to à farthing, there muſt be ſome omiſſion; and 
how big ike little that omiſſion may be, who 
knows ? or how ſhall it be known, but by caſting 
and re-caſting up, telling, and telling over and over 
again the money ? 

Ir there is but twenty ſhillings] over in the mo- 
ney, the queſtion is, How came it there? It muſt 
be receiv'd ſome where, and of ſome body, more 
than is entred ; and how can the caſh-keeper, be 
be maſter or ſervant, know but more was received 
with it, which is not, and ſhould have been entred, 
and ſo the loſs may be the other way? It is true, 
in wes — there may have been a miſtake, 
and he that received a ſum of money may have re- 
ceived twenty ſhillings too much, or five pounds 
too much; and ſuch a miſtake I have known to be 
made in the paying and receiving of money; and a 

| 70. man's 


to his loſs another way, as in the caſe above-men- 
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man's caſh has been more perplexed, and his mind 


more diſtracted about it, than the five pound has been 


worth, becauſe he could not find it out, till ſome 


accident has diſcovered it: and the reaſon is, be- 
cauſe not knowing which way it could come there, 
he could not know but ſome omiſſion might be made 


tioned. | 
I knew indeed a Strong-water man, who drove a 


very conſiderable trade, but being an illiterate Tradeſ- 


man, never ballanced his caſh-book for many years, 
nor ſcarce poſted his other books, and indeed hardly 
underſtood how to do it; but knowing his trade was 


exceeding profitable, and keeping his money all him- 
ſelf, he was eaſie, and grew rich apace, in ſpight of 
the moſt unjuſtifiable, and indeed the moſt intolera- 
ble negligence ; but leſt this ſhould be pleaded as an 
exception to my general rule, and to invalidate the 
argument, give me leave to add, that tho' this man 

rew rich in ſpight of indolence, and a negle& of 
fis book, yet when he died two things appear d, 


which no tradeſmen in his wits would deſire ſhould 


be ſaid of him. 


I. Tux ſervants falling out, and maliciouſly ac- 
cuſing one another, had, as it appeared by the aff» 
davits of ſeveral of them, wronged him of ſeveral 
conſiderable ſums of money, which they receiv'd, 
and never brought into the books, and others, of 
ſums which they brought into the books, but never 
brought into the caſh ; and others, of ſums which 
they took ready money in the ſhop, and never ſet 

down, either the goods in theday-book, or the mo- 
- ney into the caſh-book; and it was thought, tho 
be was fo rich, as not to feel it, that is, not to his 
hurt, yet that he loſt three or four hundred pounds 

a year in that manner, for the two or three laſt years 


ol his life; but his widow and ſon, who came after 


* 
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him, having the diſcovery. made to them, took 


better meaſures afterwards. 


II. H never did, or could know what he 
was worth; for the accounts in his books were 
never made up, nor when he came to die, could 
his executors make up any man's account, ſo as 
to be able to prove the particulars, and make a 
juſt demand of their debt; but found a prodigi- 
ous number of ſmall ſums of money paid by the 
debtors, as by receipts in their books, and on 
their files, ſome by himſelf, and ſome by his 


man, which were never brought to account, or 


brought into caſh; and his man's anſwer being 
ſtill, that he gave all to the maſter, they could 
not tell how to charge him by the maſter's ac- 
count, becauſe ſeveral ſums, which the maſter 
himſelf receiv d, were omitted being entred in the 
ſame manner; ſo that all was confuſion and neglect; 
and tho' the man died rich, it was in ſpight of 
that management that would have made any but 
himſelf have died poor. | 


ExacT Book-keeping is to me the effect of a 
man, whoſe heart 1s in 1 buſineſs, and who in- 
tends to Thrive; he that cares not whether his books 
are kept well, or no, is in my opinion one that does 
not much care whether he thrives or no; or elſe, 
being 1n deſperate circumſtances, knows it, and that 
he cannot, or does not thrive, and ſo matters not 
which way it goes. 

II is true, the neglect of the books is private 


and ſecret, and is ſeldom known to any body but 


the Tradeſman himſelf ; at leaſt till he comes to 
break, and be a Bankrupt, and then you frequently 
hear them exclaim againſt him, upon that very ac- 
cout; break! ſays one of the Aſſignees ; how ſhould 
he but break? why he kept no wrt you never 
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ſee books kept in ſuch a ſcandalous manner in your 
life; why, he has not poſted his Caſh-book, for I 
know not how many months; nor poſted his Day- 
book and Journal at all, except here and there an 


account that he perhaps wanted to know the ballance 
of; and as for ballancing his caſh, I don't ſee any thing 


of that done. I know not how long; why, this fellow 
could never tell how he went on, or how things ſtood 
with him, I wonder he did not break a long time ago. 


No the man's caſe was this; he knew how 


to keep his books well enough, perhaps, and could 
write well enough; and if you look into his five 
or fix firſt years of trade, you find all his accounts 
well kept, the Journal duly poſted, the caſh monthly 
ballanced; but the poor man found after that, that 
things went wrong, that he went backward, and that 
all went down hill, and he hated to look into his 
books: As a profligate never looks into -his con- 
ſcience, becaule he can ſee nothing there, but what 
terrifies and affrights him, makes him uneaſy and me- 
lancholy ; fo a finking Tradeſman cares not to look 
into his books, becauſe the proſpect there is dark 
and melancholy ; what ſignify the accounts to me? 
fays he, I can ſee nothing in the books but debrs, 
that I cannot pay, and debtors, that will never pay 
me; I can fee nothing there but how I have truſted 
my eſtate away like a fool, and how I am to be ruin'd 
for my eafineſs, and being a Sot ; and this makes 
him throw them away, and hardly Poſt things 
enough to make up when folks call to pay ; or if 
he does Poſt ſuch accounts as he has money to re- 
ceive from them, that's all, and the reſt lie at random, 
till, as I fay, the Aſſignees come to reproach him 
with his negligence. | 
WHEREAS in truth, the man underſtood his 
books well enough, bur had no heart to look in them, 
no courage to ballance them, becauſe of the afflict- 


ing proſpect of them, 


3 . Bur 
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Bur let me here adviſe tradeſmen to keep a per / 
fect acquaintance with their books, though things 
are bad and diſcouraging; it keeps them in full 
knowledge of what thai] are doing, and how they 
really ſtand; and it brings them ſometimes to the 
juſt reflections on their circumſtances which they 
ought to make; ſo to ſtop-in time, as I hinted be- 
fore, and not let things run too far before they are 
ſurpriſed, and torn to pieces by violence, | 
AnD at the worſt, even a declining Tradeſman 
ſhould not let his books be neglected ; if his credi- 
tors find them punctually kept to the laſt, it will be 
a credit to him, and they would ſee he was a man 
fit for buſineſs; and I have known when that very 
thing has recommended a Tradeſman ſo much to 
his creditors,. that after the ruin of his fortunes, ſome 
or other of them have taken him into buſineſs, as in- 
to partnerſhips, or into employment, only becauſe 
they knew him to be qualify'd for buſineſs, and for 
keeping books 1n particular. 0 
Bur if we ſhould admoniſh the Tradeſman to an 
exact and regular care of his books, even in his de- 
clining fortunes; much more ſhould it be his care 
in his beginning, and before any diſaſter has befallen 
him: I doubt not, that many a Tradeſman has 
miſcarried by the miſtakes and negle& of his book ; 
for the loſſes that men ſuffer on that account are 
not eaſily ſet down; but I recommend it to a 
Tradeſman to take exact care of his books, as I 
would to every man to take care of his diet and 
temperate _—_ in order to their health; for tho 
according to ſome we cannot by all our care and 
caution lengrhen out life, but that every one muſt 
and ſhall live their appointed time; yet by rempe- 
rance and regular conduct we may make that life 
more comfortable, more agreeable, and. pleaſant, by 
its being more healthy and hearty; ſo tho* the ex- 
ackeſt book-keeping cannot be ſaid to make a Tradeſ- 
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man Thrive, or that he ſhall ſtand the longer in his 
buſineſs, becauſe his profit and loſs does nor depend 
upon his books, or the goodneſs of his debts de- 
upon the debtors acckunts being well poſted; 
yet this muſt be ſaid, that the well Leeping of his 
books may be the occaſion of his trade being 
carried on with the more caſe and pleaſure, and 
the more ſatisfaction, by having numberleſs quar- 
rels, and contentions, and law-fuits, which are the 
plagues of a Tradeſman's life, prevented and avoid- 
ed; which on the contrary often torment a 
Tradeſman, and make his whole buſineſs be uneaſy 
to him for want of being able to make a regular 
proof of 'things by his books. 
A Tradeſman without his books, in caſe of alaw- 
ſuit for a debt, is like a married woman without her 
certificate: How many times has a woman been caſt, 
and her cauſe not only loſt, but her reputation and 
character expos'd, for want of being able to prove 
her marriage, tho' ſhe has been really and honeſtly 
married, and has merited a good character all her 
days? and ſo in trade, many a debt has been loſt, 
many an account been perplexed by the debtor, many 
a ſum of money been recovered, and actually paid 
over again, eſpecially after the Tradeſman has been 
dead, for want of his keeping his books carefully, 
and exactly when he was alive; by which negligence, 
if he has not been ruin'd when he was living, his 
widow and children have been ruin'd after his de- 
ceaſe; tho' he, had juſtice been done, | had left 
them in good circumſtances, and with ſufficient to 
ſupport them. 

AND this brings/ me to another principal reaſon, 
why a Tradeſman ſhould not only keep books, but 
be very regular and exact in keeping them in order; 

that is to fay, duly poſted, and all & affairs exactly | 
and duly enter'd in his books; and this is, that if 
he ſhould be ſurpriſed by ſudden or unexpected mw | 
; neſs 
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neſs, or death, as many are, and as all may be, his 
accounts may not be left intricate and unſettled, and 
his affairs thereby be perplexed.  _ 

Nxxr to being prepar'd for death, with reſpect 
to Heaven and his foul, a Tradeſman ſhould be 
always in a ſtate of preparation for Death, with re- 
ſpect to his books; it is in vain that he calls for a 
Scrivener or Lawyer, and makes a will, when he finds 
a ſudden ſummons ſent him for the grave, and calls 
his friends about him to divide, and ſettle his eſtate ; 
if his buſineſs is in confuſion below ſtairs, his books 
out of order, and his accounts unſettled, ro what 
purpoſe does he give his eſtare among his relations, 
when no body knows where to find it? 

As then the miniſter exhorts us to take care 
of our ſouls, and make our peace with Heaven, 
while we are in a ſtate of health, and while 

life has no threat'ning enemies about it, no diſeaſes, 
no fevers attending; ſo let me ſecond rt advice 
to the Tradeſman always to keep his books in ſuch 
a poſture, that if he ſhould be ſnatch'd away by 
Death, his diſtreſs'd Widow and fatherleſs family 
may know what is left for them, and may know 
where to look for it : He may depend upon it, that 
what he owes to any one they ay pa faſt enough 
for, and his widow and executrix will be pull'd to 
pieces for it, if ſhe cannot and does not ſpeedily pay 
it; why then ſhould he not put her in a condition 
to have juſtice done her and her children, and to 
know how and of whom to ſeck for his juſt debts, 
| that ſhe may be able to pay others, and ſecure 
: the remainder for herſelf and her children ? I 
| muſt confeſs, a Tradeſman not to leave his books in 
order when he dies, argues him to be either, 


1. A very bad Chriſtian, who had few or no 

a thoughts of death upon him, or that conſider'd 
| nothing of its frequent coming unexpected, and 
| ſudden without warning; or, | 2 A 
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2, A wy unnatural relation, without the affec- 
tions of a Father or a Husband, or even of 
a friend; that ſhould rather leave what he had 
to be ſwallow'd up by ſtrangers, than leave his 
family and friends in a condition to find, and 

and to recover It, 


AGAIN, tis the fame caſe as in matters religious, 
with reſpe& to the doing this in time, and while 
health and ſtrength remain: For as we ſay very well, 
and with great reaſon, that the work of eternity 
ſhould not be left to the laſt moments; that a death- 
bed is no place, and a ſick languiſhing body no con- 
dition, and the laſt breath no time for repentance; ſo 
I may add, neither are theſe the place, the condi- 
tion, or the time to make up our accounts; there's 
no poſting the books on a death- bed, or ballancing 
the Caſh- book in a high fever: Can the Tradeſman 
tell you where his effects lie, and co whom he has 
lent or truſted ſums of money, or _ quantities of 

goods when he is delirious and light-headed? All 
theſe things muſt be done in time, and the Tradeſ- 
man ſhould take care, that his books ſhould always 
do this for him, and then he has nothing to do 
but make his will, and diſpoſe of what he has; and 
for the reſt he refers them to his books, to know 
where every thing is to be had. 
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Br T N 1 
Of the Tradeſman letting his Wife be 
acquainted with his Buſineſs. 
S I R, 
| 1. muſt be acknowledg'd, that as this letter ſeems 


to be written in favour of the women, it alſo 
ſeems to be an officious, thankleſs benefaction to 


the wives; for that, as the tradeſmens Ladies now ; 


manage, they are above the favour, and put no value 
upon the ſervice; on the contrary, the women, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, trouble not their heads about it, 
ſcorn to be ſeen ih the compting-houſe, much leſs 
behind the counter; deſpiſe the knowledge of their 
husband's buſineſs, or act as if they were aſham'd 
of being tradeſmens wives, and never intended to 
be tradeſmens widows. 

Is this choſen ignorance of theirs comes ſome time 
or other to be their loſs, and they find the diſad- 
vantage of it too late, they may read their fault in 
their puniſhment, and wiſh too late they had acted 
the humbler part, and not thought it below them 
to inform themſelves of what it is ſo much their in- 
tereſt to know : This pride is indeed the great mis- 
fortune of tradeſmens wives; for as they liv'd as 
if they were above being own'd for the Tradeſman's 
wife, ſo when he dies, they live to be the ſhame of 
the Tradeſman's widow : They knew nothing how 
he got his eſtate when he was alive, and they know 


not ing where to find it when he is dead. This 
t 


drives them into the hands of Lawyers, Attorneys, 
and Sollicitors, to get in their effects; who, when 
they have got it, often run away with it, and leave 
the poor widow in a more diſconſolate and perplex d 


— 


condition, than ſhe was in before. * 


. 


K 
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Ir is true indeed, that this is the womens fault 
in one reſpect, and too often it is ſo in many, ſince 
the common ſpirit is, 4s 7 obſerv d, fo much above 
the Tradeſman's condition; but ſince it is not ſo 
with every body, let me ſtate the caſe à little for 
the uſe of thoſe who ſtill have their ſenſes about 
them; and whoſe pride is not got ſo much above 
their reaſon, as to * them chooſe to be tradeſmens 
beggars, rather than tradeſmens widows. | © 
Wurm the Tradeſman dies, it is to be expected, 
that what eſtate or effects he leaves is, generally 
ſpeaking, diſpers d about in many hands; his widow, 
_ If ſhe is left executrix, has the trouble of getting 
things together as well as ſhe can; if ſhe is not 
left executrix ſhe has not the trouble indeed, 
but then it is look'd upon that ſhe is diſho- 
nour'd, in not having the truſt; when ſhe comes 
to look into her affairs, ſhe is more or leſs perplex'd 
and embarraſs'd, as ſhe has not or has acquainted her- 
ſelf, or been made acquainted with her husband's 
affairs in his life-time. ] 

Ir ſhe has been one of thoſe gay delicate Ladies, 
that valuing herſelf upon her being a gentlewoman, 
and that thought it a ſtep below herſelf, when ſhe 
married this mechanick thing call'd a Tradeſman, 
and conſequently ſcorn'd to come near his ſhop or 

warehouſe, and by conſequence acquainting her- 
ſelf with any of his affairs, or ſo mich as where his 
effects lay, which are to be her fortune for the fu- 
ture; / ſay, if this has been her caſe, her folly calls 
for pity now, as her pride did for contempt before; for 
as ſhe was fooliſh in the firſt, ſhe maybe miſerable in the 
laſt part of it; now ſhe falls into a ſea of trouble, ſhe has 
the ſatisfaction of knowing that her husband has died, 
as the tradeſmen call it, well to paſs, and that ſhe 
is left well enough; but ſhe has at the ſame time the 
mortification of knowing - lg how to get it in, 
or in what hands it lies: The only relief ſhe _—_ 
| ho hs 
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her husband's Books, and ſhe is happy in that, but 


juſt in proportion- to the care he rook in keeping 
them; even when ſhe finds the names of debtors, 
ſhe knows not who they are, or where they dwell, 
who are good, and who are bad; the only remedy 
ſhe has here is, if her husband had cer a ſervant, or 
apprentice, who was ſo near out of his time as to be 
uainted with the cuſtomers, and with the books ; 
and then ſhe is forced to be beholden to him to ſet- 
tle the accounts for her, and endeavour to get in the 
debts ; in return for which ſhe is forced to give him his 
Time and his Freedom, let him into the trade, make 
him maſter of all rhe Buſineſs, ſer him up in the 
world, and it may be, at laſt, with all her pride, lets 
the boy creep to bed to her; and when her friends 
upbraid her with ir, that ſhe ſhould marry her pren- 


a 


tice boy, when it may be ſhe was old enough to be 
his mother: Her anſwer is, « Why, what could 1 


« do? I muſt have been ruin'd elſe; I had nothing 
but what lay abroad in debts, ſcatter'd about the 
ce world, and no body but he knew how to get 
cc them in: What could I do? If I had not done it, 
« I muſt have been a Beggar. And ſo it may be 
ſpe is at laſt too, if the boy of a husband proves a 
Brute to her, as many do, and as in ſuch unequal 
matches indeed moſt ſuch people do. 

Thus that pride, which once ſet her above a kind, 
diligent, render husband, and made her ſcorn to 
ſtoop to acquaint herſelf with his affairs, by which,, 
had ſhe done it, ſhe had been tolerably qualified to 


get in her debts, diſpoſe of her AN r and 
br 6 


ing her eſtate together; the ſame pride ſinks her 
into the neceſſity of cringing to a ſcoundrel, and ta- 
king her ſervant to be her maſter. 
IxISs I mention for the caution of thoſe Ladies 


who ſtoop to marry men of buſineſs, and yer deſpiſe 
the buſineſs they are maintain'd by; that marry the 


Tradeſman, but ſcorn the trade: It Madam thinks 


* - 
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fit to ſtoop to the man, ſhe ought never to think 
herſelf above owning his employment; and as ſhe 
may upon occaſion of his death be left to value her 
ſelt upon it, and to have at leaſt her fortune and 
her childrens to gather up out of it, ſhe ought not | 
to profeſs herſelf ſo unacquainted with it as not 
A be able to look into it when neceſſity obliges 
0 5 
Ir is a terrible diſaſter to any woman to be ſo far 
above her own circumſtances, that ſhe ſhould not 
qualify herſelf ro make the beſt of things that are 
left her, or to preſerve herſelf from being cheated, 
and being impoſed upon. In former times tradeſ- 
mens widows valued themſelves upon the ſhop and 
trade, or the warehouſe and trade — was left them; 
and at leaſt, if they did not carry on the trade in 
their own names, they would keep it up till they 
put it off to advantage; and often 1 have known a 
Widow get from zoo to 50ol. for the good-will, 
as tis call'd, of the ſhop and trade, if ſhe did not 
thiok fit to carry on the trade; if ſhe did, the cafe 
turned the other way, namely, that if the Widow 
did not put off the ſhop, the ſhop would put off 
the Widow: And I may venture to ſay, that where 
there is one Widow that keeps on the trade now, 
after a husband's deceaſe, there were ten, if not twen- 
ty, that did 1t then. 
Bur now the Ladies are above it, and diſdain it 
ſo much, that they chuſe rather to go without the 
proſpect of a ſecond marriage, in virtue of the trade, 
than ro ſtoop to the mechanick low ſtep of carrying 
on the Buſineſs ; and they have their reward, for 
they do go without it; and whereas might in 
former times match infinitely to their advantage by 
that method, now they throw themſelves away, and 
the trade too. nes WER | 
Bur this is not the caſe which I particularly aim 
at in this letter; if the women will act weakly and 
Te f 
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fooliſhly, and throw away the advantages that are 
put into their hands, be that to them, and it is their 
buſineſs ro take care of it; I would ſtill have them 
have the opportunity put into their hands, and that 
they may make the beſt of ir if they pleaſe, if they 
will not the fault is their own : To this end, I ſay, 
I would have every Tradeſman make his wife ſo much 
acquainted with his trade, and ſo much miſtreſs of 
the managing part of it, that ſhe might be able to 
carry it on 1f ſhe pleaſed, in caſe of his death; if 
ſhe does not pleaſe, that is another caſe; or if ſhe will 
not acquaint her ſelf with it, that alſo is another 
caſe, tis none of his fault, and ſhe muſt let it alone: 
But he ſhould pur it into her power, or give her the 
offer of it. 

Frxsr, he ſhould do it for her own ſake, namely, 
as before, that ſhe may make her advantage of it, 
either for diſpoſing her ſelf and the ſhop together, 
as is ſaid above, or for the more readily dit! obs the 

s, and getting in the debts, without diſhonour- 
ing herſelf, as I have obſerved, and ag len her 
3 Boy, in order to take care of the effects; 
that — to ſay, ruining herſelf to prevent her being 

SECONDLY, He ſhould do it for his childrens 
ſake, if he has any, that if the wife have any know- 


ledge of the buſineſs, and has a ſon to breed up to 


It, tho' he be not yet of age to take it up, ſhe may 
keep the trade for him, and introduce him into it, 
that ſo he may take the trouble off of her hands, and 
ſhe may have the ſatisfaction of preſerving the fa- 
ther's trade for the benefit of his ſon, tho left too 
young to enter upon it at firſt. 

Tuvs I have known many a widow that would 
have thought it otherwiſe below her, has engaged 


' herſelf in her husband's buſineſs, and carried it on, 


to bring her eldeſt fon up to it, and has pre- 
it for him, and which has been an eſtatè to 


pure 
fery 
U 2 him; 
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him; whereas otherwiſe it muſt have been loft, arid 
he would have had the world to ſeek for a new bu- 
lineſs. LI FD 5 
TH1s is a thing which every honeſt affectionate 
mother would, or at leaſt ſhould, be ſo willing to 
do for a ſon, that ſhe, I think, who would not, 
ought not to marry a Tradeſman at all; but if ſhe 
would think herſelf above ſo important a truſt for 
her own children, ſhe ſhould likewiſe think her ſelf 
above having children by a Tradeſman, and marry 


ſomebody whoſe children ſhe would act the Mother 


lor. 


Bur every widow is not ſo unnatural, and I am 
willing to ſuppoſe the Tradeſman I am writing to, 
ſhall be better married, and therefore I give over 
8 the woman's ſide, and I will ſuppoſe the 
Tradeſman's wife not to be above her quality, and 
willing to be made acquainted with her husband's 
affairs; as well to be helpful to him, if ſhe can, as 
to be in a condition to be helpful to herſelf and her 
family, if ſhe comes to have occaſion : But then the 
difficulty often lies on the other fide the queſtion, 
and the Tradeſman cares not to lay open his buſi- 
neſs to, or acquaint his wife with it; and many cir- 
cumſtances of the Tradeſman draw him into this 
gh for I muſt call it a ſnare both to him and to 
.. 


I. TRE Tradeſman is fooliſhly vain of making 
his wife a gentle woman, forſooth, he will have 
her fit above in the parlour, receive viſits, drink 

Tea, and entertain her neighbours, or take a coach 

and go abroad; But as to the buſineſs, ſhe ſhall 

not ſtoop to touch it, he has Apprentices and Jour- 
neymen, and there is no need of it. 


II. Soms trades indeed are not proper for the 
women to meddle in, or cuſtom has made it — 
| that 


* 
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that it would be ridiculous for the women to ap- 
ar in their ſhops; that is, ſuch as linen and 

woollen drapers, mercers, bookſellers, goldſmiths, 
all ſorts of dealers by commiſſion, — the like; 
cuſtom, I ſay, has made theſe trades fo effectual- 
ly ſhur. out the women, that what with cuſtom, 
and the women's generally thinking it belom them, 
we never, or rarely, ſee any women in ſuch ſhops 


or warehouſes, 


III. Ox if the trade is proper, and the wife 
willing, the husband declines it, and ſhuts her out ; 
and this is the thing I complain of as an injuſtice 
upon the woman: But our tradeſmen, forſooth, 
think it an undervaluing to them and to their bu- 
ſineſs, to have their waves ſeen in their ſhops ; 
that is to ſay, that becauſe other trades do not 
admit them, therefore they will not have their 
trades or ſhops thought leſs maſculine or leſs con- 
ſiderable than others, and they will not have their 


wives be ſeen in their ſhops, 


IV. Bur there are two ſorts of husbands more 
who decline acquainting their wives with their 
buſineſs; and thoſe are, (1.) Thoſe who are un- 
kind, haughty and imperious, who will not truſt 
their wives, becauſe they will not make them uſe- 
ful, that they may not value themſelves upon it, 
and make themſelyes as it were equal to their huſ- 
bands: A weak, fooliſh and abſurd ſuggeſtion ! 
as if the wife were at all exalted by it; which 
indeed is juſt the contrary, for the woman is ra- 
ther humbled and made a ſervant by it: Or, 
(a.) The other ſort are thoſe who are afraid their 
wives ſhould: be let into the knowledge of their 
buſineſs, leſt they ſhould come into the Grand 
Secret of all, namely, to know that they are Bank- 

rupt, and undone, and worth nothing. 3 
_»  _W; ALL 


294 The Complete 

Al theſe confiderations are fooliſh or fraudulent; 
and in every one of them the Husband is in the 
wrong; nay, they all argue very ſtrongly for the 
wife's being, in a due degree, let into the knowled 
of their buſineſs; but the laſt indeed eſpecially, that 
ſhe may be put into a poſture to ſave him from 
ruin, if it be poſſible, or to carry on ſome buſineſs 
without him, if he is forc'd to fail, and fly; as ma- 
ny have been, when the creditors have encourag'd 
the wife to carry on a trade for the ſupport of her 
family and children, when he perhaps may never ſhew 
his head again. 
Bor let the man's caſe be what it will, I think 
he can never call it a Oy, to let his wife into 
an acquaintance with his buſineſs, if ſhe deſires it, 
and is fit for it; and eſpecially in caſe of mortality; 
that ſhe may not be left helpleſs and friendleſs with 
her children, when her husband is gone, and when 
perhaps her circumſtances may require it. 

I am not for a man ſetting his wife at the head 
of his buſineſs, and placing himſelf under her, like a 
journeyman, like a cerrain China-ſeller, not far from 
the Eaſt-· India houſe, who if any cuſtomers came in- 
to the ſhop that made a mean ſorry figure, would 
leave them to her husband to manage and attend them; 
but if they look'd like Quality, and people of faſhion, 
would come up to her husband, when he was ſhew- 
ing them his goods, putting him by with a Hold your 
tongue, Tom, and let me talk; I fay, tis not this 
kind, or part that I would have the Tradeſman's 
wife let into, but ſuch, and ſo much of the trade 
only as may be proper for her, not ridiculous in the 
eye of the world; and may make her aſſiſting and 
helpful, not governing to him, and which is the 
main thing I aim at, ſuch as ſhould qualify her to 
| up the buſineſs for her ſelf ind children, if 
her husband ſhould be taken away, and ſhe be left 
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Tavs much, I think, tis hard a wife ſhould not 
know, and no honeſt Tradeſman ought to refuſe it; 
and above all, tis great pity the wives of tradeſ- 


men, who ſo often are reduced to great inconveni- 


encies for want of it, ſhould fo far withſtand their 
own felicity, as to refuſe to be thus made acquaint- 
ed with their buſineſs, by which weak and fooliſh 
pride they expoſe themſelves, as I have obſerved, to 
the misfortune of throwing the buſineſs away, when 
they may come to want it; and when the keepin 
it up might be the reſtoring of their family, an 
providing for their children, 

For, not to compliment tradeſmen too much, 
their wives are not all Ladies, nor are their children 
all born to be Gentlemen; Trade, on the contrary, 
is ſubje& ro contingencies ; ſome begin poor, and 
end rich ; others, and thoſe very many, begin rich, 
and end poor: and there are innumerable circum- 
ſtances which may attend a Tradeſman's family, 


which may make it abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve 


the trade for his children, it poſhble ; the doing 


which may keep them from ey, and raiſe them 


all in the world; and the want of it, on the other 
hand, ſinks and ſuppreſſes them. For example: 

A Tradeſman has begun the world about fix or 
ſeven years; he has, by his induſtry and good un- 
derſtanding in buſineſs, juſt got into a flouriſhing 
trade, by which he clears five or {ix hundred pounds 
a year; andif it ſhould pleaſe God to ſpare his life for 
twenty years or more, he would certainly be a rich 
man, and get a good eſtate ; but on a ſudden, and 
in the middle of all his roſperity, he is ſnatch'd 
away by a ſudden fit of ſickneſs, and his widow is 


left in a deſolate deſpairing condition, having five 


children, and big with another; the eldeſt of the 
children is not above ſix years old, and tho' he is a 
boy, yet he is utterly uncapable to be concerned in 
the buſineſs; ſo the trade which (had his father 

U4 lived 
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lived to bring him w in his ſhop or warehouſe) 
would have been an eſtate to him, is like to be loſt, | 
and perhaps go all away to the eldeſt Apprentice, | 
who however wants two years of his time: Now 
what is to be done for this unhappy family ? 

- Dont! fays the Widow, why I will never let 
the trade fall fo, that ſhould be che making of my 
ſon, and in the mean time be the maintenance of all 
my children. | 

Why what can you do, child, ſays her Father or 
other Friends? you know nothing of it, Mr, _—- 
did not acquaint you with his buſineſs. 

TrarT's true, fays the Widow, he did not, be- 
cauſe I was a fool, and did not care to look much 
into it, and that was my fault; Mr. did not 

reſs me to it, becauſe he was afraid I might think 
be intended to put me upon it, but he often uſed to 
ſay, that if he ſhould drop off before his Boys were 
ft to come into the ſhop, it would be a fad loſs to 
them; that the trade would make gentlemen of a 
couple of them, and it would be great pity it ſhould 
go away from them. 8 | 
Bur what does that ſignify now, child, adds the 
Father, you ſee it is ſo; and how can it be helped? 

Wu, ſays the Widow, I uſed to ask him if he 

thought I could carry it on for them, if ſuch a thing 
ſhould happen? ; 

3 what anſwer did he make + ſays the Fa- 

ther. 

He ſhook his head, replied the Widow, and an- 
ſwer d, Yes, I might if I had good ſervants, and if 
I would look a little into it beforehand, 

War, ſays the Father, he talked as if he had fore- 


| 
| ſeen his end. 
| 


I I think he did foreſee it, ſays ſbe, for he was often 
talking thus. | 

AND why did you not take the hint then, ſays 

ber Father, and acquaint your ſelf a little with things 


that 
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that you might have been prepar'd for ſuch an un- 
happy circumſtance, whatever might happen? 
War ſo I did, ſays the Widow, and have done for 
above two years paſt ; he uſed to ſhew me his letters, 
and his books, and I know where he bought every 
thing; and I know a little of goods too, when they 
are good, and when bad, and the prices; alſo I know 
all the country-people he dealt with, and have ſeen 
moſt of them, and talk'd with them; Mr. —— ufed 
to bring them up to Dinner ſometimes, and he would 
prompt my being acquainted with them, and would 
ſometimes talk of his buſineſs with them at table, 
on purpoſe that I might hear it; and I know a little 
how to ſell too, for I have ſtood by him ſometimes, 
and ſeen the cuſtomers and he chaffer with one ano- 
ther. 
Ax did your husband like that you did ſo? ſas 
the Father. | 
Io, ſays ſpe, he loved to ſee me do it, and oſten 
told me he did ſo; and told me, that if he was 
dad he believed I might carry on the trade as well 
as he. Ota 
Bur he did not believe ſo, I doubt, ſays the Father. 
I do not know as to that, ſhs ſhe; bur I fold 
goods ſeveral times to ſome cuſtomers, when he has 
been out of the way. | 
AND was he pleaſed with it, ſays her Father, when 
he came home? Did you do it to his mind? 
Nax, ſays ſhe, I have ſerved a cuſtomer ſometimes, 
when he has been in the warehouſe, and he would 
go away to his counting-houſe on purpoſe, and ſay, 
I'll leave you and my wife to make the bargain ; 
and I have pleaſed the cuſtomer and him too, 
WEr1., ſays the Father, do you think you could 
carry on the trade ? | 
I believe I could, if I had but an honeſt fellow 
of a journeyman for a year or two, to write in the 


books, and go abroad among cuſtomers, | 
* WII, 
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 _ Wert, ſays the Father, you have two apprentices ; 
one of them begins to underſtand things very much, 
and ſeems to be a diligent lad, 

Hz comes forward indeed, and will be very uſe- 
ful, ſays the Widow, if he does not grow too forward, 
upon a ge that I ſhall want him too much; 
but it will be neceſſary to have a man to be above 
him for a while. | | 

WELL, ſays the Father, we will ſee to get you 
fuch a one. 


In ſhort, they got her a man to aſſiſt to keep the 
books, go to Exchange, and do the buſineſs abroad, 
and the Widow carried on the buſineſs with great 
application and ſucceſs, till her eldeſt fon grew up, 
and was firſt taken into the ſhop as an apprentice to 
his mother; the eldeſt apprentice ſerv'd her faith- 
fully, and was her journeyman four years after his 
time was out ; then ſhe took him in partner to one 
fourth part of the trade, and when her ſon came of 
age, ſhe gave the apprentice one of her daughters, 
and enlarged his ſhare to a third, gave her own ſon 
another third, and kept a third for herſelf, ro ſup- 
port the family. 

THvs the whole trade was preſerved, the ſon and 
ſon-in-law. grew rich in it, and the Widow, who 

rew as skilful in the buſineſs as her husband was 
fore her, advanced the fortunes of all the reſt of 
her children very conſiderably. 

Turs was an example of the husband's making 
the wife (but a little) acquainted with his buſineſs, 
and if this had not been the caſe, the trade had been 
laſt, and the family left juſt to divide what the fa- 
ther left; which, as they were ſeyen of them, mo- 
ther and all, would not have been conſiderable enough 
to have raiſed them above juſt the degree of having 


bread to eat, and none to ſpare, 
35 I hardly 
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T hardly need give any examples where tradeſmen ' 
die, leaving flouriſhing buſineks and good trades, 
bur leaving their wives ignorant and deſtitute, nei - 
ther — 2 their buſineſs, or knowing how 
to learn, having been too proud to ſtoop to it when 
they had husbands, and not courage or heart to do 
it when they have none; the Town is ſo full of ſuch 
as theſe, that this book can ſcarce fall into the hands 
of any readers but who will be able to name them 
among their own acquaintance. 

Tunes indolent lofty Ladies have generally the 
mortification to ſee their husbands's trades catch'd 
up by apprenticesor journeymen in the ſhop, or by 
other ſhop-keepers in the neighbourhood, and of 
the ſame buſineſs, that might have enrich'd them, 
and deſcended to their children; ſo ſee their bread 
carried away by ſtrangers, and other families flouriſh- 
ing on the ſpoils of their fortunes. 

AND this brings me to ſpeak of thoſe Ladies, who, 
though they do perhaps, for want of better offers, 
ſtoop to Wed a Trade, as we call it, and take up 
with a Mechanick, yer all the while they are the 
tradeſmens wives, they endeavour to preſerve the 


diſtinction of their fancied character; carry them- 


ſelves as if they thought they were ſtill above their 
ſtation, and that tho* they were unhappily yoked 
with a Tradeſman, they would ſtill keep up the 
dignity of their Birth, and be call'd Gentle women: 
and in order to this would behave like ſuch all the 
way, whatever rank they were levell'd with by the 
misfortune of their circumſtances. 

TꝑIsõ is a very unhappy, and indeed a moſt un- 
ſeaſonable kind of pride; and, if I might preſume 
to add a word here by way of caution to ſuch Ladies, 
it ſhould be to conſider, before they marry tradeſ- 
men, the great difadvantages they lay themſelves 
under, in ubmitting to be a Tradeſman's wife, but 
not putting themſelves in a condition to take * | 


3 
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nefit, as well as the inconvenience of it; for while 


they are above the circumſtances of the Tradeſman's. 


wife, they are deprived of all the remedy againſt 
the miſeries of a Tradeſman's widow; and if the 
man dies, and leaves them little or nothing but the 
trade to carry on, and maintain them, they being 
unacquainted with that, are undone. 

A Lady, that ſtoops to marry a Tradeſman, ſhould 
confider the uſage of England among the Gentry 
and perſons of diſtinction, where the caſe is thus; 
if a Lady, who has a title of honour, ſuppoſe it be 
a Counteſs, or if ſhe were a Ducheſs, it is all one, 
if, 7 ſay, ſhe ſtoops to. 22 a private Gentleman, 
ſhe ceaſes to rank for the future as a Counteſs, or 
Ducheſs, but muſt be content to be, for the time 
to come, what her husband can entitle her to, and 
no other; and excepting the courteſy of the peo- 
ple, calling her my Lady Ducheſs, or the Counteſs, 
ſhe is no more than plain miſtreſs - - - - - ſuch a one, 
meaning the name of her husband, and no other. 

Thus if a Baronet's widow marries a Tradeſman 
in London, ſhe is no more my Lady, but plain Mrs, 
——ꝓ the Draper's wife, G c. The application of 
the thing is thus; if the Lady thinks fit to marry 
a mechanick, ſay a Glover, or a Cutler, or whatever 
it is, ſhe ſhould remember ſhe is a Glover's wife 
from that time, and no more; and to keep up her 
dignity, when fortune has levell'd her circumſtances, 
is but a piece of unſeaſonable pageantry, and will do 
her no ſervice at all: The thing ſhe is to enquire is, 
what ſhe muſt do if Mr. --- the Glover, or Cut- 
ler, ſhould die? whether ſhe can carry on the trade 
afterward, or whether ſhe can live withour it? If 
ſhe finds ſhe cannot live without it, *tis her pru- 
dence to conſider in time, and ſo to acquaint her- 
felf with the trade, that ſhe may be able to do it when 
ſhe comes to it. 
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I do confeſs, there is nothing more ridiculous 
than the double pride of the Ladies of this age, 


with reſpect to marrying what they call below their 


birth; ſome Ladies of good families, tho' but of 
mean fortune, are ſo ſtiff upon the point of honour, - 


that they refuſe to marry tradeſmen; nay, even 


merchants, tho* vaſtly above them in wealth and 
fortune, only becauſe they are tradeſmen, or, as they 
are pleas'd to call them, tho' improperly, Mechanicks ; 
and tho' perhaps they have not above 00 l. or 1000 /. 
to their portion, ſcorn the man for his rank, who 
does but turn round, and has his choice of wives 
perhaps, with 2, or 3, or 4000 l. before their 
faces. | | | 

Tun Gentlemen of quality, we ſee, act upon 
quite another foot, and, I may fay, with much 
more judgment, ſeeing nothing 1s more frequent 
than when any noble family are loaded with titles 
and honour rather than fortune, they come down 


into the city, and chooſe wives among the mer- 


chants and tradeſmens Daughters to raiſe their fami- 
lies; and I am miſtaken, if at this time we have not 
ſeveral Ducheſſes, Counteſſes, and Ladies of rank, 
who are the daughters of citizens and tradeſmen, 
as the Ducheſs of B-— 4, of A e, f, 
and others; the Counteſs of Ex—r, of Onſlow, and 
many more too many to name; where it is thought 
no diſhonour at all for thoſe perſons tp have match d 
into rich families, tho' not ennobled; and we have 
ſeen many trading families lay the foundation of No- 
bility by their wealth -and opulence; as Mr. Child 
for example, afterwards Sir Fofah Child, whoſe poſ- 
terity by his two daughters are now Dukes of Beau - 
ford 454 of Bedford, and his Grandſon Lord Viſcount 
Caſtlemain, and yet he himſelf began a mean Tradeſ- 

man, and in circumſtances very mean too. 
Bur this ſtiffneſs of the Ladies, in refuſing to 
marry tradeſmen, tho? it is weak in itſelf, is not * 
3 I 
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fo weak as the folly of thoſe who firſt ſtooping to 


marry thus, yet think to maintain the dignity of 
os bark, in ſpight of the meanneſs of their for- 


tune; and ſo carrying themſelves above that ſtation, 


in which Providence has placed them, diſable them- 
ſelves from receiving the benefit which their con- 
dition offers them, upon any ſubſequent changes of 
their life. by | 

. Tris extraordinary ſtiffneſs, I have known, has 


brought many a well-bred Gentlewoman to miſery 


and the utmoſt diſtreſs; whereas had they been able 
ro have ſtooped to the ſubſequent circumſtances of 
life, which Providence alſo thought fit to make their 
lot, they might have lived comfortably and plenti- 
fully all their days. 

I is certainly every Lady's prudence to bring 
her ſpirit down to her condition ; and if ſhe thinks 
fir, or it is any how her lot to marry a Tradeſman, 
which many Ladies of good families have found it 
for their advantage to do; I fay, if it be her lot, 
ſhe ſhould take care ſhe does not make that a Curſe 
to her, which would be her Bleſſing, by deſpiſing 
her own condition, and putting herſelf into a poſ- 
ture not to enjoy it. | 

In all this I am to be underſtood to mean that 
unhappy temper, which I find ſo much among the 
tradeſmens wives at this time, of being above taking 
any notice of their husbands affairs; as if nothin 
was before them but a conſtant ſettled ſtate of proſ- 
perity, and it was impoſſible for them to taſte any 
other fortune; whereas that very hour they embark 
with atradeſman they ought to remember, that they 


are entring a ſtate of life full of accidents and hazards, 


and that innumerable families in as good circumſtan- 
ces as theirs fall every day into diſaſters and mis- 
fortunes, and that a Tradeſman's condition is liable 


to more caſualties, than any other life whatever. 


hos 
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How many widows of tradeſmen, nay, and wives 
of broken and ruin'd tradeſmen do we daily ſee re- 
cover themſelves and their ſhatrer'd families, when 
the man has been either ſnatch'd away by death, 
or demoliſh'd by misfortunes, and has been forced 
to fly to the Eaſt or Weſt-Indies, and forſake his fa- 
mily in ſearch of bread ? | 
Women, when once they give themſelves leave 
to ſtoop to their own circumſtances, and think fit 
to rouze up' themſelves to their own relief, are nor 
ſo helpleſs and ſhiftleſs creatures as ſome would 
make them appear in the world; and we ſee whole 
families in trade frequently recover'd by their in- 
duſtry ; but then they are ſuch women as can ſt 
to it, and can lay alice the particular pride of their 
firſt years; and who, without looking back to what 
they have been, can be content to look into what 
Providence has brought them to be, and what they 
muſt infallibly be, it they do not vigoroufl ply 
to the affairs which offer, and fall into the & * 
which their husbands leave them the introduction 
to, and do not level their minds to their condition: 
It may indeed be hard to do this at firſt, but neceſ- 
ſity is a ſpur to induſtry, and will make things eaſy, 
where they ſeem difficult; and this neceſſity will 
humble the minds of thoſe whom nothing elſe could 
make to ſtoop; and where it does not, tis a defect 
of the underſtanding, as well as of prudence, and 
muſt reflect upon the ſenſes as well as the morals of 
the perſon. 8 


Jan, &c. 
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LETTER XXII 
Of the Dignity of Trade in England 


more than in other Countries. 


SIR, \ | 
T is ſaid of Englaud by way of diſtinction, and 
we all value our ſelves upon it, that it is a trading 
country ; and King Charles IT. who was perhaps the 
Prince of all the Kings that ever reign'd in Exglana, 
thar beſt underſtood the country and the people that 
he govern'd, us'd to ſay, That the Tradeſmen were 
the only Gentry in England: His Majeſty ſpoke it 
merrily, but it had a happy ſignification in it, ſuch 
as was peculiar to the beſt Genius of that Prince, 
who, tho' he was not the bright governour, was the 
beſt acquainted with the world, of all the Princes of 
his age, if not of all the men in it; and tho? it be a 
digreſſion give me leave, after having quoted the 
King, to add three ſhort obſervations of my own, 
in favour of England, and of the people and trade of 
it, and yet without the leaſt partiality to our own 
country. | | 
I. Wr are not only a trading country, but the 
greateſt trading country in the world. 


II. Ov climate is the moſt agreeable climate in 
the world to live in. a 


III. Ovr Exgliſhmen are the ſtouteſt and beſt men 
(I mean what we call men of their hands) in 
the world. | | 


THresL 
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THESE are great thihgs to advance in our own fa- 
your, and yet to pretend not to be partial too; and 
therefore 1 ſhall give my reaſons, which I think 
ſupport my opinion, and they ſhall be as ſhort as 
the heads themſelves, that I may not go too much 
off from my ſubject, 14 


1. Wi are the greateſt trading country in the 
world, becauſe we have the greateſt exportation of 
the growth and product of our land, and of the 
manufacture and labour of our people; and the 
greateſt importation and conſumption of the 

growth, product, and manufactures of other coun- 
tries from abroad, of any nation in the world. 

2. Our climate is the beſt and moſt agreeable, 
becauſe a man can be more out of doors in Eng- 
land than in other countries. This was King 
Charles the ſecond's reaſon for it; and I cannot 
name it, without doing juſtice to his Majeſty 
In It, | 

3. Our men are the ſtouteſt and beſt, becauſe 
ſtrip them naked from the waſt upwards, and give 

them no weapons at all but their Hands and Heels, 
and turn them into a room, or ſtage, and lock 
them in with the like number of other men of 
any nation, man for man, and they ſhall beat the 
beſt men you ſhall find in the world. Fs 


FROM this digreſſion, which I hope will not 
be diſagreeable, as it is not very tedious, I come 
back to my firſt | obſervation, that England is a 
Rong country ; and two things I offer from that 
ead. ” 


_ Firſt, Ous tradeſmen are not, as in other coun- 

tries, the meaneſt of our people. 3 
Secondly, Sou of the greateſt and beſt, and 
moſt flouriſhing families among not the gentry 
— ths it 
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only, but even the nobility, have been rais'd from̃ 
3 7 owe their beginning, their wealth, and their 
e eſtates to trade; and I may add, 


Thirdy, Thosx families are not at all aſhamed 
of their original, and indeed have no occaſion to 
be aſhamed of it. | 


IT is true, that in England we have a numerous 
and an illuſtrious Nobility and Gentry ; and it is 
true alſo, that not ſo many of thoſe families have 
rais'd themſelves by the ſword as in other nations, 
though we have not been without men of fame in 
the field too. , 

Bur Trade and Learning has been the two chief 
ſteps, by which our gentlemen have rais'd their re- 
lations, and have built their fortunes; and from 
which they have aſcended up to the prodigious height, 
both in wealth and number, which we ſee them now 
riſen to. | 

As ſo many of our noble and wealthy families are 
rais'd by, and derive from trade, ſo it is true, and 
indeed it cannot well be otherwiſe, that many of 
the yo branches of our gentry, and even of the 
nobility it ſelf, have deſcended again into the ſprin 
from whence they flow'd, and have become ade? 
men; and thence it is, that, as I faid above, our 
. tradeſmen in England are not, as it generally is in 
_ countries, always of the meaneſt of our peo- 
_ 
InDeeD I might have added here, that trade it 
ſelf in England is not, as it generally is in other coun- 
tries, the meaneſt thing the men can turn their hand 
to; but on the contrary trade is the readieſt way for 
men to raiſe their fortunes and families; and there- 
fore it is a field for men of figure and of good fa- 
mulies to enter upon. e 
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N. B. By trade we muſt be underſtood to in- 
dcdlude Navigation, and foreign diſcoveries, 
becauſe they are generally ſpeaking all pro-- 
moted and carried on by trade, and even by 
tradeſmen, as well as merchants; and the 
tradeſmen are at this time as much concern'd 
in ſhipping (as Owners) as the merchants, 
only the latter may be ſaid to be the chief 
employers of the ſhipping. 


HavinG thus done a particular piece of juſtice 
to ourſelves, in the value we put upon trade and 
tradeſmen in England, it reflects very much upon the 
underſtandings of thoſe refin'd heads, who pretend to 
depreciate that part of the nation, which is ſo infi- 
nitely ſuperiour in number and in wealth to the fa- 
milies who call themſelves gentry, and ſo infinitely 
more numerous. 

As to the wealth of the nation, that undoubtedly 
lies chiefly among the trading part of the people; 
and tho” there are a great many families rais'd with- 
in few years, in the late war by great employments, 
and by great actions abroad, to the honour of the 
Engliſh 9 yet how many more families among 
the tradeſmen have been rais'd to immenſe eſtates, 
even during the ſame time, by the attending circum- 
ſtances of the war ? ſuch as the cloathing, the pay- 
ing, the victualling and furniſhing, &c. both army = 
and navy? And by whom have the prodigious taxes 
been paid, the loans ſupplied, and money advanced 
upon all occaſions? By whom are the Banks and 
Companies carried on * And on whom are the Cuf- 
toms and Exciſes levied * Has not the trade and 
tradeſmen born the burthen of the war? And do 
they not ſtill pay four millions a year intereſt for 
the publick debts? On whom are the funds levied, 
and by whom the publick credit ſupported ? Is not 


2 trade 
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trade the inexhauſted fund of all funds, and upofi 
which all the reſt depend? | 
As is the trade, ſo in proportion are the tradeſ- 
men; and how wealthy are tradeſtnen in almoſt all 
the ſeveral parts of England, as well as in London? 
How orditiiry is it to fee a tradeſman go off of the 
ſtage, even but from mere ſhop-keeping, with, from 
ten to forty thouſand pounds eſtate, to divide among 
his family ? when, on the contrary, take the gentry 
in England from one end to the other, except a few 
here and there, what with exceſſive high living, 
which is of late grown ſo much into a diſeaſe, and 
the other ordinary circumſtances of families, we find 
few families of the lower gentry, that is to ſay, from 
fix or ſeven hundred a year downwards, but they 
are in debt and in neceſſitous circumſtances, and a 
great many of greater eſtates alſo. 
ON the other hand, let any one who is acquaint- 
ed with England, look but abroad into the ſeveral 
counties, eſpecially near London, or within fifty miles 
of it: How are the antient families worn out by 
time and family misfortunes, and the eſtates pofſefs'd 
by a new race of tradeſmen, grown up into families 
of gentry, and eftabliſh'd by the immenſe wealth, 
gain d, as I may ſay, behind the counter; that is, 
in the ſhop, the warehouſe, and the compting-houſe? 
How are the ſons of tradeſmen rank'd among the 
prime of the gentry ? How are the daughters of 
tradeſmen at this time adorn'd with the duacl coro- 
nets, and ſeen riding in the coaches of the beſt of 
the nobility * Nay, many of our trading gentlemen 
at this time refuſe to be Ennobled, ſcorn being 
knighted, and content themſelves with being known 
to be rated among the richeſt Commoners in the na- 
tion: And it muſt be acknowledg'd, that whatever 
they be as to court-breeding, and to manners, they, 
generally ſpeaking, come behind none of the gentry 
in knowledge of the world. 1 
42 8 ot | T 
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Ar this very day we ſee the ſon of Sir Thomas 
Scawen match'd into the ducal family of Bedford, and 
the ſon of Sir James Bateman into the princely 
houſe of Marlborough, both whoſe anceſtors, within 
the memory of the writers of theſe ſheets, were 
tradeſmen in London; the firſt Sir William Scawen's - 
apprentice, and the latter's grandfather a P—— up- 
on, or near, London-Bridge. WE OD 
© How many, noble ſeats, ſuperior to the palaces 
of ſovereign Princes (in ſome countries) do we ſee 
erected within few miles of this city by tradeſmen, 
or the ſons of tradeſmen , while the ſears and caſtles 
of the ancient gentry, like their families, look worn 
out, and fallen into decay ! witneſs the noble houfe of 
Sir John Eyles, himſelf a Merchant, at Giday-hall 
near Rumford; Sir Gregor] Page on Black-heath, the 
ſon of a Brewer; Sir Nathanael Mead near Weal-green, 
his father a Linen-Draper, with many others, too 
long to repeat; and to crown all, the Lord Caſtle- 
main's at Wanſtead, his father Sir Fofiah Child origi- 
_ nally a Tradeſman. | . 
Ir was a ſmart, but juſt repartee of a London 
Tradeſman, when a gentleman who had a good e- 
ate too, rudely reproach'd him in company and bad 
him hold his tongue, for he was no gentleman ; No, 
Sir, ſays he, but I can buy a gentleman, and there- 
fore I claim a liberty to ſpeak among gentlemen. 
 Acain, in how ſuperior a port or figure (as we 
now call it) do our tradefmen live to what the mid- 
dling gentry either do or can ſupport? An ordinary 
Tradeſman now, not in the city only, but in the coun» 
try, ſhall ſpend more money by the year, than a gen- 
tleman of 4 55 five hundred pounds a Year can do; 
and ſhall encreaſe and lay up every year too; where- 
as the gentleman, ſhall at the beſt ſtand ſtock ſtill, 
juſt where he began, nay, perhaps decline; and as for 
the lower gentry, from an hundred pounds a year 
to three hundred, or thereabouts, rhough hey rs of- 
| "SN | ten 
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ten as proud and high in their appearance as the other 3 


as to them, I ſay, a Shoemaker in London ſhall keep 


a better houſe, ſpend more money, cloath his family 
better,] and yet grow rich too: It is evident where 
the difference lies, an Eſtate s a pond, but a Trade's 4 
ſpring; The firſt, if it keeps full, and the water 
9 by the ordinarry ſupplies and dreins from 
the neighbouring grounds, tis well, and tis all that 
is expected; but the other is an inexhauſted current, 
which not only fills the pond, and keeps it full, but 
is continually running over, and fills all the lower 
ponds and places abour it. | | 

Tris being the caſe in England, and our trade be- 
ing ſo vaſtly great, it is no wonder that the tradeſ- 
men in Exgland fill the liſts of our nobility and gen- 
try; no wonder that the gentlemen of the beſt fa- 
miles marry tradeſmen's daughters, and put their youn- 
ger ſons apprentices to tradeſmen; and how often do 
theſe younger ſons come to buy the elder ſons eſtates, 
and reſtore the family, when the elder, and head of 
the houſe, proving rakiſh and extravagant, has waſted 
his patrimony, and is obliged to make out the bleſ- 
ſing of Iſrael's family, where the younger fon bought 
{ birth-right, and the elder was doomed to ſerve 

im? 

TRADE is ſo far here from being inconſiſtent with 
a Gentleman, that i ſhort trade in England makes 
Gentlemen, and has peopled this nation with Gen- 
tlemen ; for after a generation or two the tradeſ- 
men's children, or at leaſt their grand · children, come 


to be as good Gentlemen, Stateſmen, Parliament-men, 


Privy-Counſellors, 2 Biſhops, and Noblemen, 
eſt birth and the moſt ancient 


nally a Merchant, 


the late Secretary Graggs was the ſon of a Barber; 


the preſent Lord Caftlemain's father was a Tradeſ- 


man; the great grandfather of the preſent Duke of 
8 Bedford 
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Bedford the ſame, and ſo of ſeveral others: Nor do 
we find any defect either in the genius or capacities 
of the poſterity of tradeſmen, ariſing from any re- 
mains of mechanick blood, which *tis pretended 
ſhould influence them; but all the gallantry of 
ſpirit, greatneſs of ſoul, and all the generous prin- 
ciples that can be found in any of the ancient fami- 
lies, whoſe blood is the moſt untainted, as they call 
it, with the low mixtures of a mechanick race, are 
found in theſe; and, as is ſaid before, they general] 
go beyond them in knowledge of the world, whi 
15 the beſt education. | 
We ſee the tradeſmen of England, as they grow 
wealthy, coming every day to the Herald's othce, to 
fearch for the Coars of Arms of their anceſtors, in 
order to paint them upon their coaches, and engrave 
them upon their plate, embroider them upon their 
Furniture, or carve them upon the pediments of their 
new houſes; and how often do we ſee them trace the 
regiſters of their families up to the prime nobility, 
or the moſt ancient gentry of the kingdom? 
Is this ſearch we find them often qualified to raiſe 
new families, if they do not deſcend from old ; as 
was ſaid of a certain Tradeſman of London, that if 
he could not find the ancient race of Gentlemen, from 
which he came, he would begin a new race, who 
ſhould be as good Gentlemen as any that weat: be- 
fore them: They tell us a ſtory of the old Lord 
Craven who was afterwards created Earl of Craven 
by King Charles IT. that being upbraided with his 
being of an upſtart nobility, by the famous , 
Earl of Oxford, who was himſelf of the very anci- 
ent family of the Yeres, Earls of Oxford, the Lord 
Craven told him, he (Craven) would Cap pedigrees 
with him (Oxford) for a wager; the Earl of Ox- 
ford laugh'd at the challenge, and began,. reckoning 
up his famous anceſtors, who had been Earls of Ox- 
Ford for an hundred years paſt, and Knights for ſome 
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hundreds of years more; but when my Lord Craven 
began, he read over his family thus; I am Willian 
Lord Craven, my father was Lord Mayor of London, 
and my grandfather was the Lord knows who ; where- 
fore II think my pedigree as good as yours, my Lord, 
(meaning the Earl of Oxford:) The ſtory was mer- 
2 enough, but to my purpoſe exactly; for let 
the grandfather be who he would, his father Sir 
Milliam Craven, who was Lord-Mayor of London, 
was a Wholeſale-Grocer, and raiſed the family by trade, 
and yet no body doubts but that the family of Cra- 
ven is, at this day, as truly noble in all the beauties 
which adorn noble birth and blood, as can be deſi- 
red of any family, however ancient, or anciently 
noble. WP ke 
IN Italy, and eſpecially at Venice, we ſee every da 
the ſons of Morekines; Ar other trades, — noi 
in wealth and eſtates, and can advance for the ſer- 
vice of their country a confaderable ſum of money, 
Viz. Goooo to 100000 dollars, are accepted to ho- 
nour by the Senate, and tranſlated into the liſt of the 
nobility; and in all ages the beſt Kings and ſove- 
reign Princes have thought fit to reward the extra- 
ordinary merit of their ſubjects with titles of ho- 
nour, and to rank men among their nobility, who 
have deſerved it by good and great actions, whether 
their birth and the antiquity of their families enti- 
tuled them to it, or not, 

THrvs in the late wars between England and France, 
How was our army full of excellent officers, who 
went from the ſhop, and behind the counter, into the 

camp, and who diſtinguiſhed themſelves there by 
their merit and gallant behaviour ? And ſeveral ſuc 
came to command Regiments, and even to be Ge- 
neral Officers, and to gain as much reputation in the 
ſervice as any; as Colonel Pierce, Wood, Richards, and 
ſeveral others, that might be named. 

ALL this confirms what 1 have aid before vis 

| that 
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that. trade in England neither is or ovght to be le- 
velled with what it is in other countries; or the 
tradeſmen depreciated as they are abroad, and as ſome 
of our gentry would pretend to in England; but that 
as many of our beſt families roſe from trade, ſo many 
branches of the beſt families in England, under the 
nobility, have ſtooped ſo low as to be put apprenti- 
ces to tradeſmen in London, and to ſet u follow 
thoſe trades when they have come out of their times, 
and have thought it no diſhonour to their blood. 

To bring this once more home to the Ladies, who 
are ſo ſcandalized at that mean ſtep, which they call 
it, of marrying a Tradeſman; it may be told them 
for their humiliation, that, however they think fic 
to act, ſometimes thoſe tradeſmen come of better fa- 
milies than their own; ang oftentimes, when they 
have refus'd them to their loſs, thoſe very tradeſmen 
have married Ladies of ſuperior fortune to them, and 
have raiſed families of their own, who in one gene- 
ration have been ſuperior to thoſe nice Ladies both 
in dignity and eſtate, and have, to their great morti- 
fication, been-ranked above them upon all publick 
occaſions. 

Taz word Tradeſman in England does not ſound 
ſo harſh, as it does in other countries; and to ſay 
a Gentleman-tradeſman is not ſo much nonſenſe, as 
ſome people would perſuade us to reckon it; and 
indeed, as trade is now flouriſhing in England, and 
encreaſing, and the wealth of our — is al- 
ready ſo great; tis very probable, a few years will 
ſhew us fil a greater race of trade - bred Gentlemen, 
than ever England yet had. | | 

Tux very name of an Epgliſh Tradeſman will and 
does already obtain in the world; and as our ſoldi- 
ers by the late war gained the reputation of being ſome 
of the beſt troops in the world, and our ſeamen are 
at this day, and very juſtly too, eſteemed the beſt 
Sailors in the world z {the El nel, may i 

b | a few 
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a few years be allowed to rank with the beſt Gentle- 
men in Europe; and as the Prophet Iſaiah ſaid of the 
merchants of Tyre, that her traffickers were the Ho- 
Fourable of the earth, Tſai. xxiii. 8. 

In the mean time, tis evident their wealth at this 
time, out-does that of the like rank of any Nation in 
Europe; and as their number is prodigious, ſo is their 
commerce; for the inland commerce of England (and 
tis of thoſe tradeſinen, or traffickers, that I am now 
ſpeaking 1n particular) 1s certainly the greateſt of its 
kind of any in the world; nor is it poſſible there 
ſhould ever be any like it, the conſumption of all 
ſorts of goods, both of our own manufacture, and 
of foreign growth, being ſo exceeding great. 

Ir the Engliſß nation was to be nearly enquired 
into, and irs preſent opulenceand greatneſs duly weigh- 
ed, it would appear, that as the figure it now makes 
in Europe is greater than it ever made before, take it 
either in King Edward the Third's reign, or in Queen 
Elizabeth's, which were the two chief points of time 
when the Engliſb fame was in its higheſt extent; 7 
ſay, if its — greatneſs was to be duly weighed, 
there is no compariſon in its wealth, the number of 
its people, the value of its lands, the greatneſs of the 
eſtates of its private inhabitants, and (in conſequence 
of all this) its real ſtrength {is infinitely beyond 
whatever it was before; and if it were needful, I 
could fill up this work with a very agreeable and 
uſeful enquiry into the particulars. 

Bur 1 content my felf with turning it to the caſe 
in hand, for the truth of fact is not to be diſputed : 
J ſay, I turn it to the caſe in hand thus, Whence 
comes it to be ſo? How is it produced? War has 
not done it; no, nor ſo much as helped or affiſted 
to it; it is not by any martial exploits; we have no 
conqueſts abroad, added no new kingdoms to the Bri- 
tiſþ empire, reduced no neighbouring nations, or 
extended the poſſeſſion of our monarchs into the 

11 
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properties of others; we have gain'd nothing by 


war and encroachment ; we are Butted and Bound» 
ed juſt where we were in Queen Elizabeth's time; 
the Dutch, the Flemings, the French, are in view o 
us, juſt as they were then; we have ſubjected no 
new provinces or people to our government; and 
with few or no exceptions, we are almoſt for domi- 
nion where King Edward I. left us; nay, we have 
loſt all the dominions which our antient Kings for 
ſome hundreds of years held in France ; ſuch as the 
rich and powerful provinces of Normandy, Poictou, 
Gaſcogne, Bretaign, and Acquitain ; and inſtead of being 
enrich'd by war and victory, on the contrary we 
have been torn in pieces by civil wars and rebelli- 
ons, as well in Ireland as in England; and that ſeve- 
ral times, to the ruin of our richeſt families, and 
the ſlaughter of our Nobility and Gentry ; nay, 
to the deſtruction even of monarchy it ſelf, and this 
many years at a time, as in the long bloody wars 
between the houſes of Lancaſter and Tork, the many 
rebellions of the Iriſb, as well in Queen Elizabeth's 
time, as in King Charles the Firſt's time, and the fa- 
tal maſſacre, and almoſt extirpation of the Exgliſb 
name in that kingdom; and at laſt, the late rebelli- 
on in England, in which the Monarch fell a ſacrifice 
to the fury of the people, and Monarchy it {elf gave 
way to tyranny and uſurpation, for almoſt twenty 
ears, | 
l TREsE things prove abundantly that the riſing 
greatneſs of the Britiſh nation is not owing to war 
and conqueſts, to enlarging its dominion by the 
ſword, or ſubjeRing the people of other countries 
to our power; but it is all owing to trade, to the 
encreaſe of our commerce at home, and the extend - 
ing it abroad. | & 
Ix is owing to trade, that new diſcoveries have 
been made in lands unknown, and new ſettlements 
and plantations made, new colonies placed, and new 
l 
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governments formed in the uninhabited iſlands, and 

the uncultivated continent of America; and thoſe 
plantings and ſettlements have again enlarged and 
encreaſed the trade, and thereby the wealth and power 
of the nation, by whom they were diſcovered and 
Planted : We have not encreaſed our power, or the 
number of our ſubjects, by ſubduing the nations 
which poſleſs'd thoſe countries, and incorporating 
them into our own; but have entirely planted our 
colonies, and peopled the countries with our own 
ſubjects, natives of this iſland ; and, excepting the 
negroes, which we tranſport from Africa to Ame- 
rica, as ſlaves to work in the ſugar and tobacco plan- 
tations; all our Colonies, as well in the iſlands as on 
the continent of America, are entirely peopled from 
Great Britain and Ireland, and chiefly the former; the 
natives having either removed farther up into the 
country, or by their own folly and treachery raiſing 
war againſt us, been deſtroy'd and cut off. 

As trade alone has peopled thoſe countries, fo 
trading with them has rais'd them alſo to a prodigy 
of Wealth and Opulence; and we ſee now the ordi- 
nary planters at Famaica and Barbadees riſe to im- 
menſe eſtates, riding in their coaches and fix, eſpe- 
cially at Jamaica, with twenty or thirty negroes on 
foot running before them whenever they pleaſe to 
appear in public. 
As bas has thus extended our Colonies abroad, 
ſo it has (except thoſe Colonies) kept our people at 
home, where they are multiplied to that prodigious 
degree, and do {till continue to multiply in fuch a 
manner, that if it goes on ſo, time may come that 
all the lands in England will do little more than ſerve 
for gardens for them, and to feed their cows, and 
their corn and cattle be ſupplied from Scotland and 
r ⸗· o A 

War is the reaſon that we ſee numbers of French, 
and of Scots, and of Germans, in all the foreign nati- 
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ons in Europe; and eſpecially filling up their armies 
and courts, and that you ſee few or no Emyliſh 
there? n 
Wu is the reaſon, that when we want to raiſe 
armies, or to man navies in England, we are oblig'd 
ro preſs the ſeamen, and to make laws and empower 
the juſtices of the peace, and magiſtrates of towns, 
to force men to go for ſoldiers, and enter into the 
ſervice, or allure them by giving Bounty-money as 
an encouragement to men to liſt themſelves? where- 
as the people of other nations, and even the Scots 
and Jriſb, travel abroad (and run into all the neigh- 
bour nations) to ſeek” ſervice, and to be admitted 
into their pay. 

WHAT is it but trade? the encreaſe of buſineſs 
at home, and the employment of the poor in the bu- 
ſineſs and manufactures of this kingdom, by which 
the poor get ſo good wages, and live ſo well, that 
they will not liſt for ſoldiers; and have ſo good pay 
in the merchants ſervice, that they will not ſerve on 
oy the ſhips of war, unleſs they are forced to 

o it? | ON 3 160-0 
WaHar is the reaſon, that in order to ſupply our 
Colonies and Plantations with people, beſides the 
encouragement given in thoſe Colonies to all people 
that will come there to plant and to ſettle, we are 
obliged to ſend away thither all our petty offenders, 
and all the criminals that we think fit ro ſpare from 
the Gallows, beſides that we formerly call'd the Kid- 
napping trade, that is to ſay, the arts made uſe of 
to wheedle and draw away young vagrant and indi- 
gent people, and people of deſperate fortunes, to ſell 
themſelves, that is, bind themſelves for ſervants, the 
numbers of which are very grear. b 

' IT is poverty fills armies, mans navies, and peo- 
ples Colonies: In vain the drums beat for ſoldiers to 
Herve in the armies for 5 d. a day, and the King's cap- 
tains invite ſeamen to ſerve in the royal navy for 23 5. 


per 
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month; in a country where the ordinary La- 
urer can have 9s. a week for his labour, and the 
manufacturers earn from 12 to 16s. a week for their 
work; and while trade gives 30s. per month wages 
ro the 2 on bony, merchant ſhips: Men will 
always ſtay or go, as the pay gives them encourage- 
— ; = he is the — 5 why it has 3 
much more difficult to raiſe and recruit armies in 
England, than it has been in Scotland and Ireland, 
France and Germany. 6 
Tux ſame trade that keeps our people at home, 
is the cauſe of the well living of the people here 
for as frugality is not the national virtue of England, 
ſo the people that get much ſpend much ; and as 
they work hard, ſo they live well, cat and drink 
well, cloath warm, and lodge ſoft; in a word, the 
working manufacturing people of England eat the fat, 
drink the ſweet, live better, and he better, than 
the working poor of any other nation in Europe; 
they make better wages of their work, and ſpend 
more of the money upon their Backs and Bellies, 
than in any other country: This expence of the 
Poor, as it cauſes a prodigious conſumption both of 
the proviſions and of the manufaRures of our coun- 
try at home, ſo two things are undeniably the con- 
ſequence of that part. | 


1. Taz conſumption of proviſions encreaſes the 
rent and value of the lands, and this raiſes the 
Gentlemens eſtates, and that «gain encreaſes the 
22 of people, and conſequently the num- 
bers of them, as well thoſe who are employ'd in 

the husbandry of land, breeding and feeding of 
cattle, &. as of ſervants to the Gentlemens fa- 
milies, who as their eſtates encreaſe in value, ſo 

they encreaſe their families and equipages. 
2. As the people get greater wages, ſo they, I 
mean the ſame poorer part of the people, wn 
eters 


better, and furniſh better, and this encreafes the 
conſumption of the very manufactures they make; 
then that conſumption encreaſes the quantity made, 
and this creates what we call Inland trade, by 
which innumerable families are employ'd, and the 
Increaſe of the people maintain'd ; and by which 
encreaſe of trade and people the preſent growing 
proſperity of this nation is produced. 


Tun whole glory and greatneſs of England then 
being thus rais'd by trade, it muſt be unaccountable 


folly and ignorance in us to leſſen that one article 


in our own eſteem, which is the only fountain from 
whence we all, take us as 4 nation, are raiſed, and 
by which we are enriched and maintained. The 
Scripture ſays, ſpeaking of the riches and glory of 


the city of Tyre, which was indeed at that time the 


great Port or Emporium of the world for foreign 
commerce, from whence all the ſilks and fine manu- 
factures of Perſia and India were exported all over 
the Weſtern world, that her Merchants were Princes ; 
and in another place, By thy traffick thou haſt encreaſed 
thy riches, Ezek. xxviii. 3. Certain it is, that our 
traffick has encreaſed our riches ; and *tis alſo cer- 
tain, that the flouriſhing of our manufactures is the 
foundation of all our traffick, as well our merchan- 
dize as our inland trade. 

Tux Inland trade of England is a thing not eaſily 
deſcribed; it would, in a word, take up a whole 
book by it ſelf; it is the foundation of all our wealth 
and greatneſs ; it is the ſupport of all our foreign 
trade, and of our manufacturing, and, as I have hi- 
therto written, of the tradeſmen who carry it on; 


I ſhall proceed with a brief diſcourſe of the trade it 


ſelf. 
| Jam, fc. 
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LETTER XXIII. 


Of the Inland Trade of England, 178 


Magnitude, and the great Advantage 


it is to the Nation in general. 


SIR, | 
VT HAVE in few words deſcribed what I mean by 


the Inland trade of England, in the introduction 
to this work; it is the circulation of commerce a- 


mong our ſelves. 


I. For the carrying on our manufactures of ſe- 
veral kinds in the ſeveral counties where they are 
made, and the employing the ſeveral forts of people 
and trades needful for the ſaid manufactures. 


II. Fox the raiſing and vending 22 of 
all kinds for the ſupply of the vaſt numbers of 

people who are employed every where by the ſaid 
manufactures. | 


III. Fox the importing and bringing in from 
abroad all kinds of foreign growth and manufac- 
. tures which we want. 


IV. Fox the carrying about and diſperſing, as 
well our own growth and manufactures as the fo- 


reign imported growth and manufactures of other na- 


. 


tions to the retailer, and by them tothe laſt conſu- 


mer, which is the utmoſt end of all Trade; and this 
in every part, to the utmoſt corner of the iſland 
of Great Britain and Ireland. 


— 
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Tits I call [vland Trade, and theſe Circulators of 

oods and retailers of them to the laſt conſumer, are 
thoſe whom we are to underſtand by the word 
tradeſmen, in all parts of this work; for, (as 1 
obſerved in the beginning) the plowmen and farmers 
who labour at home, and the merchant who imports 
our merchandize from abroad, are not at all meanc 
or included ; and whatever I have been ſaying, ex- 
cept where they have been mentioned in particular 
and at length. 

IT xs inland trade is in it ſelf at this time the won- 
der of all the world of trade, nor is there any thing 
like it now in the world, much leſs that exceeds it, 
or perhaps ever will be, except only what it ſelf may 
grow up to in the ages to come; for as I have ſaid on 
all occaſions, it is ſtill growing and encreaſing. 
Buy this prodigy of a trade all the vaſt importation 
from our own Colonies is circulated, and diſperſt to 
the remoteſt corner of the Iſland,” whereby the con- 
ſumption is become ſo great, and by which thoſe Co- 
lonies are ſo encreaſed, and are become ſo populous 
and ſo wealthy as I have already obſerved of them: 
This importation conſiſts chiefly of Sugars and To- 
bacco; of which the conſumption in Great Britain is 
ſcarcely to be conceived of, beſides the conſumption 
of Cotton, Indico, Rice, Ginger, Piemento or Fa- 
maica Pepper, Cocoa, or Chocolate, Rum and Me- 
laſſes, Train-Oil, Salt-Fiſh, Whale-Fin, all forts of 
Furs, abundance of valuable Drugs, Pitch, Tar, 
Turpentine, Deals, Maſts and Timber, and many 
other things of ſmaller value; all which, beſides the 
employing a very great number of ſhips, and Engliſh 
ſeamen, occaſion again a very great exportation of 
our own manufgQures of all ſorts, to thoſe Colonies 3 
Which being circulated again for conſumption there, 
that circulation is to be accounted a branch o 
home or inland trade as thoſe Colonies are on all ſuch 
occaſions eſteemed as 2 branch or part of our ſelves, 
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and of the Britiſh Government in the world. 
Tits trade to our Weſt Indies, and American 
Colonies, is very conſiderable, as it employs fo 
many ſhips and ſailors, and ſo much of the growth 
of thoſe Colonies is again exported by us to other 
parts of the world, over and above what is con- 
ſumed among us at home; and alſo as all thoſe goods, 
and a great deal of money in ſpecie, is returned hi- 
ther for and in ballance of our own manufactures 
and merchandizes exportedithither; on theſe accounts 
ſome have inſiſted that more real wealth 1s brought 
into Great Britain every year from thoſe Colonies, than 
is brought from the Spaniſh Weſt Indies to Old Spain, 
notwithſtanding the extent of their dominion is a- 
bove twenty times as much; and notwithſtanding 
the vaſt quantity of gold and ſilver which they bring 
from the mines of Mexico, and the mountains of Porofe. 

WHETHER theſe people ſay true or no, is not my 
buſineſs to enquire here; tho” if I may give my o- 
wei I muſt acknowledge that I believe ay do; 

ut be it ſo or not, tis certain that it is an infinitely 
extended trade, and daily encreaſing; and much of 
it, if not all, is and ought to be eſteemed as an 
Inland trade, becauſe as above, it is à circulation a- 
mong our ſelves. 

As the manufactures of England, particularly thoſe 
of Mool, (Cotton-Wool included) and of Silk, are 
the greateſt, and amount to the greateſt value of any 

ſingle manufacture in Europe, ſo they not only em- 
ploy more people, but thoſe people gain the moſt 
money, that is to ſay, have the beſt wages for their 
work, of any people in the world; and yet, which is 
a peculiar to England, the Engliſh manufactures are, 
allowing for their goodneſs, the cheapeſt at mar- 
ket of any in the world too? even France it ſelf, 
after all the pains they are at to get our Mool, and 
all the expence they have been at to imitate our ma- 
nuſactures, by getting over our workmen, and giv- 
| ing 
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lug them even greater wages than they had herc3 


have yet made ſo little proficiency in it, and are fo 


far from out-ſelling us in foreign markets, that they 
ſtill, in ſpight of the ſtricteſt prohibitions, ſend hi- 
ther; and to Holland and Germam, for Engliſb Broad- 
cloths, Druggets, Duroys, Flannels, Says; and ſeve- 
ral other ſorts of our goods, to ſupply their own. 
Nor can they cloath themſelves to et ſatis faction 
with their own goods; but if any French gentleman 
of quality comes over hither from France, he is ſure 
to bring no more coats with him than backs, but im- 


mediately to make him new cloaths as ſoon as he ar- 


rives, and to carry as many new fuits home with him 


at his return, as he can get leave to bring aſhore when 
he comes there; a demonſtration that our manufac- 
ture exceeds theirs, after all their boaſts of it, both 
in goodneſs and in cheapneſs, even by their own 
confeſſion: but I am not now to enter upon the par- 
ticular manufactures; but the general trade in the 
manufacture; this particular being a trade of ſuch 
a magnitude, it is to be oblerved for our purpoſes 
that the greatneſs of it conſiſts of two parts: 


1, Taz conſumption of it at home, including our 
own Plantations and Factories. | | 
2 Tux exportation of it to foreign parts, exclu- 
clufive of the ſaid Plantations and FaRories. 


Ir is the firſt of theſe which is the ſubje& of my 


preſent diſcourſe, becaufe the Tradeſmen to whom, 


and for whoſe inſtruction theſe letters are deſigned, 
are the people principally concerned in the making 
all theſe manufactures, and wholly and ſolely concern 
ed in diſperſing and circulating them for the home 
conſumption; and this, with ſome additions, as explain- 
ed above, 1 call Inland Trade, e 

Tue home-conſumption of our own goods, as it 
is very great, ſo it has one particular circumſtance at- 


A tending 
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rending it, which exceedingly encreaſes it as a trade, 
and that is, that beſides the numbers of people which 
it employs in the raiſing the materials, and making 
the goods themſelves as a manufacture; I ſay, beſides 
all Pie there are multitudes of people employed, cat- 
tle maintained, with waggons and carts for the Ser- 
vice on ſhore, barges and boats for carriage in the 
rivers, and ſhips and Barks for carrying by fea, 
and all for the circulating theſe manufactures from 
one place to another, for the conſumption of them 
among the people. | 

. So that in ſhort, the circulation of the goods is 
a buſineſs not equal indeed, but bearing a very great 
proportion to the Trade it ſelf. (+. "aca 
Tuts is owing to another particular circumſtance 
of our manufacture, and perhaps is not ſo remarkably 
the caſe of any other manufacture or country in Eu- 
rope; namely, that tho? all our manufaRures are uſed 
and called for by almoſt all the people, and that in 
every part of the whole Britiſh 
are made and wrought in ſeveral diſtinct and reſpec- 
tive Counties in Britain, and ſome of them ar the re- 
moteſt diſtance from one another, hardly any two 
manufactures being made in one place. For example : 


THE Broad Cloth and Druggets in Wilts, Glouceſ- 
ter, and Worceſterſhire. | A 
THe Serges in Devon and Somerſetſhire. 
THrr Narrow Cloths in Torkſhire and Staffordſhire. 
Tn Kerſeys, Cottons, Half-Thicks, Dufficlds, Plains, 
and coarſer things in Lancaſter and Weſtmorland. 
TRE Shalloons in the counties of Northampton, 
| Berks, Oxford, Southampton, and York. 
Tn Womens-ſtuffs in Norfolk, 

Tux Liaſey-Mool eys, & c. at Kidderminſter. 
Inu Dimmeries and Cotton-wares at Mancheſter. 
In Flannels at Salisbury, and in Wales. 
_ Inn Tammeys at Coventry, and the like. 


15 


ominion, yet they 


P r 


7 > a. 7 > 7, + A OOIOIIEER 


3 


Engliſh Trade/man. 325 
Ir is the ſame, in ſome reſpects, with our provi- 
ſions, eſpecially for the ſupply of the city of Lon- 
don, and alſo of ſeveral other parts; for example, 
WEN I ſpeak of proviſions, I mean ſuch as is 
not made uſe of in the county where it is made and 
produc'd ; for example, 5) 


Butter in firkins in Suffolk and Yorkſhire. 
Cheeſe from Cheſhire, Wiltſhire, Warwickſhire, and 
Glouceſterſhire. 
Herrings cur'd Red from Yarmouth in Norfolk, 
Coals for fewel from Northumberland and Durham. 
Malt from the counties of Hertford, Eſſex, Kent, 


Bucks, Oxford, Berks, &c. 


Axp thus of many other things which are the 
proper produce of one part of the country only, but 
are from thence diſpers'd for the ordinary uſe of the 
people into many, or perhaps into all the other coun- 
ties of England, to the infinite advantage of our in- 
land- commerce, and employing a vaſt number of 
people and cattle; and conſequently thoſe people and 
cattle encreaſing the conſumption of proviſions and 


forage, and the improvement of lands; ſo true it is, 
and ſo viſible, that trade encreaſes people, and peo- 
ple encreaſe trade. be 


TH1s carriage of goods in England from thoſe 
places is chiefly manag'd by horſes and waggons 3 
the number of which is not to be gueſs d at, nor is 


there any rule or art that can be thought of, by 


which any juſt calculation can be made of it, and 


therefore I ſhall not enter upon any particular of it 


at this time; it is ſufficient to ſay what I believe to 
be true, viz. that it is equal to the whole trade of 
ſome nations, and the rather, becauſe of the great 
improvement of land, which proceeds from the em- 
loying ſo many thouſands of horſes, as are furniſh'd 
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For this part of buſineſs, 
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Ix other countries, and indeed in moſt countries 
in Europe, all their inland- trade, ſuch: as it is, is car- 
ried on by the convenience of navigation, either by 
coaſtings on the fea, or by river- navigation: It is 
true, our coaſting trade is exceeding great, and em- 
ploys a prodigious number of ſhips, as well from all 
the ſhores of England to London, as from one Port to 
another. | | 

Bur as to our river- navigation, it is not equal to 
it, tho' in ſome places it is very great too; but we 
have but a very few navigable rivers in England, 
compar'd with * of other countries; nor are ma- 
ny of thoſe rivers we have navigable to any conſide- 
rable length from the ſea; the moſt conſiderable ri- 
vers in England for navigation are as follow; 


The Thames, The Os/e, 
The Trent. The Humber. 
The Severn. The Ar, and 
The Me. Tbe Calder. 


[Theſe are navigable a conſiderable way, and receive 
ſeveral other navigable rivers into them; but ex- 
pept theſe there arc very few rivers in England 
which are navigable much above the firſt town of 
note within their mouth. | 5 
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Mos of our other greateſt and moſt navigable 

ri vers are navigable but a very little way in; as the 
Northern Ouſe but to York, the Orwell but to Ipſwich, 
the Lare but to VNorwich; the Tyre it ſelf but a v 
little above NVewcalle, not in all above twelve miles; 
the Taveed not at all above Berwick; the Great Avon 
but to Briſtol; the Exe but to Exceſter; and the 
Dee but to Cheſter 3 in a word, our river- navigation 
is not to be nam' d for carriage, with the vaſt bulk 

of carriage by pack-horſes and by waggons ; — 
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muſt the carriage by Pedlars on their backs be 
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omitted. | 
Tas carriage is the medium of our inland trade, 
and, as 1 faid, is a branch of the trade it ſelf: This 


great carriage is occaſion'd by the ſituation of our 
produce and manufactures; for example, 


Tun Taunton and Exceſter Serges, Perpetuana's, 
and Dueroys come chiefly by land. | 
TRE Clothing, ſuch as the Broad - Cloth and Drug- 
gets from Wilts, Glouceſter, Worceſter, and Shrop- 
ſhire, come all by land- carriage to London, and 
goes down again by land- carriages to all parts of 
England. | h os 
Tux Yorkſhire Clothing trade, the Maucheſter and 
Coventry trades, all by land, not to Londen only, 
but to all parts of England, by Horſe- packs, 
the Maucheſter men being, ſaving their wealth, 
a kind of Pedlars, who carry their goods them- 
ſelves to the country ſhop-keepers every where, 
as do now the Yorkſbire and Coventry manufac- 
turers allo, 


Now in all theſe manufactures, however remote 


from one another, every town in England uſes ſome- 
thing, not only of one, or other, but of all the 
reſt; every ſort of goods is wanted every where; 


and where they mike one ſort of goods, and ſell them 


all over England, they at the ſame time want other 
goods from almoſt every other part; for example, 


Norwich makes chiefly Woollen Stuffs and Camb- 


lets, and theſe are ſold all AY 3 but then Mir. 
: 


wich buys broad- cloth from Wilts and Worceſterſhire, 


 Serges and Sagathies from Devon and Somerſetſhixe, 
Narrow: Cloth from Torkſbire, Flannel from Wales, 


Coals from Newcaſtle, and the like; and To it is, mu- 
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Tux circulating of theſe goods, in this manner, 
is the life of our inland-trade, and encreaſes the num- 
bers of our people, by keeping them employ'd at 
home, and indeed of late they are prodigiouſly mul. 
tiplied; and they again encreaſe our trade, as ſhall be 
mentioned in its place. | | 
As the demand for all forts of Engliſb goods is 
thus great, and they are thus — in every part 
of the iſland, ſo the tradeſmen are diſperſt and ſpread 
over every part alſo; that is to ſay, in every town, 
great or little, we find ſhop-keepers wholeſale or re- 
tale, who are concern'd in this circulation, and hand 
forward the goods to the laſt Conſumer: From Lon- 
don the goods go chiefly to the great Towns, and 
from thoſe again to the ſmaller markets, and from 
thoſe to the meaneſt villages; ſo that all the manu- 
factures of England, and moſt of them alſo of foreign 
countries, are to be found in the meaneſt village, and 
in the remoteſt corner of the whole iſland of Britain, 
» r. are to be bought, as it were, at every body's 
oor. h a 
Tuts ſhews not the extent of our manufaQures 
only, but the uſefulneſs of them, and how they are 
- ſo neceſſary to mankind, that our own people can- 
not be without them, and every fort of them, and 
cannot make one thing ſerve for another; bur as they 
ſell their own, ſo they buy from others, and every 
boch here trades with every body ; this it is that gives 
the whole manufacture ſo univerſal a circulation, and 
makes it ſo immenſely great in England. What it is 
abroad is not ſo much to our preſent purpoſe. 
* AGAIN, the magnitude of the city of London adds 
very conſiderably to the greatneſs of the inland- trade; 
for as this city 15 the center of our trade, fo all the 
manufactures are brought hither, and from hence cir- 
- eulated again to all the country, as they are particu- 
larly called for; but that is not all ; the magnirude 
el rhe city influenges the whole nation alſo in _ 
i * areicle 
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article of proviſions, and ſomething 1s rais d in e 
county in England, however remote, for the ſupply 
of London; nay, all the beſt of every produce is 
brought hither ; ſo that all the people, and all the 
lands in England, ſeem to be at work for, or em- 
ploy'd by, or on the account of this over-grown 
City. x | eo 
| Tears makes the trade encreaſe prodigiouſly, even 
as the city it ſelf encreaſes, and we all know: the ci- 
ty is very greatly encreaſed within few years paſt : 
Again, as the whole nation is employ'd to feed and 
cloath . this city, ſo here is the money, by which 
all the people in the whole nation ſeem to be ſup- 
ported and maintain'd. A 
I have endeavour'd to make ſome calculation of 
the number of ſhop-keepers in this kingdom, but I 
find it is not to be done; we may as well count the 
ſtars ; not that they are equal in number neither, but 
it is as impoſſible, unleſs any one perſon correſpond- 


| ed ſo as to have them numbred in every town, or 
pariſh, throughout the kingdom; I doubt not they 


are ſome hundreds of thouſands, but there is no 
making an eſtimate; the number is in a manner infi- 
nite : It is as impoſſible likewiſe to make any gueſs 
at the bulk of their trade, and how much they re- 
turn yearly; nor, if we could, would it give any 
foundation for any juſt calculation of the value of 
goods in general, becauſe all our goods circulate ſo 
much, and go fo often thro' ſo many hands before 
they come to the conſumer : This ſo often paſſing 

every ſort of goods throa' ſo many hands, before it 


comes into the hands of the laſt conſumer, is that 


which makes our trade be ſo immenſely great; for 


example, if there is made in England for our home» 


conſumption the value of one hundred thouſand 
pounds worth of any particular goods, ſay for ex- 


ampie that it be ſo many pieces of Serge cr Cloth, 
and if this goes through ten tradeſmens hands, be. 


fore 
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the ſame, let the family live where they will; fo 
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Fore it comes to the laſt conſumer, then there is ten 
hundred thouſand pounds return'd in trade for that 
one hundred thouſand pounds worth of goods; and 
ſo of all the ſorts of goods we trade in. 


AGAIN, as I ſaid above, all our manufactures are 
ſo ufeful to, and depend on one another ſo much in 
trade, that the ſale of one neceſſarily cauſes the de- 
mand of the other, in all parts; for example, ſup- 
poſe the pooreſt Country-man wants to be cloathed, 


or ſuppoſe it be a Gentleman wants to cloath one of 


his ſervants, whether a footman in a livery, or 1 


- 


poſe it be any ſervant in ordinary apparel, yet he 


mall in ſome part employ almoſt every one of the 


manufacturing counties of England, for making up 


one ordinary ſuit of cloaths; for example, 


Ir his Coat be of Woollen Cloth, he has that 
from Torkſhire. 

THz Lining is Shalloon from Berkſhire. | 

Tu Waſtcoat is of Callamancoe from Norwich. 
TRE Breeches of a ſtrong Drugget from the De- 
vizes, Wiltſhire. | 
TRL being of Yarn from MWeſtmore- 
land. 
Tur Hat is a Felt from Leiceſter. 
TR Gloves of Leather from Somerſetſhire. 
TE Shoes from Northampton. 

Tu Buttons from Macclesfield in Cheſhire ; or, it 
they are of Meral, they come from Birmingham, 
or Warwickſhire. 

His Garters from Mancheſter. 
Hrs ſhirt of home-made Linen of Lancaſhire, or 


Scotland. 


Ir it be thus of every poor man's cloathing, or of 
a ſervant, what mult it be of the maſter, 4 of the 
reſt of the family? and in this particular the caſe is 


that 


— 
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that all theſe manufactures muſt be found in all the 
remoteſt towns and counties in England, be it where 


| you will. 


AGAIN, take the furniſhing of our houſes, it 1s 
the ſame in proportion, and according to the fi- 
gure and quality of the perſon; ſuppoſe then it be 


a middling Tradeſman, that is going to live in ſome 


market-town, and to open his ſhop there ; ſuppoſe 
him not to deal in the manufacture, but in Gro» 
cery, and ſuch fort of wares as the Country-Grocers 
Tuts man however muſt cloath himſelf and his 
wife, and muſt furniſh his houſe ; let us ſee then to 
how many counties and towns, among our manu- 


factures, mult he ſend for his needful ſupply ; nor 
is the quantity concern'd in it; let him furniſh him- 
ſelf as frugally as oe? or yet he muſt have ſome- 


thing of every neceſlary thing ; and we will ſuppoſe 
for the preſent purpoſe the man liv'd in Suſſex, where 
very few, if any manufactures are carried on; ſup- 


7 po e he liv'd at Horſham, which is a Market-towa in 


or near the middle of the county. 

Fox his cloathing of himſelf, for we muſt allow 
him to have a new ſuit of cloaths, when he begins 
the world, take them to be juſt as above; for as to 
the quality, or quantity, tis much the ſame; only, 
that inſtead of buying the cloth from Torkſbire, per- 
haps he has it a little finer than the poor man above, 
and ſo his comes out of Wiltſhire, and his Stockin 
are, it may be, of Worſted, not of Yarn, and ſo they 
come from Nottingham, not Weſtmoreland : But this 
does not at all alter the caſe. 

Cou we next to his wife; and ſhe being a 
honeſt rownſman's daughter, is not dreſſed over fine, 
yet ſhe muſt have ſomething decent, being new mar- 
ried too, and eſpecially as times go, when the Bur- 


ghers wives of Horſham, or any other town, go as 


lige as they do in other places; allow her _ 
| have | 
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have a ſilk gown, with all the neceſſaries belonging 
to a middling tolerable appearance, yet you ſhall find 

all the nation more or leſs concern'd in cloathing this 

Country-Grocer's wife, and furniſhing his houfe, 

and yet nothing at all extravagant; for example, 


HER Gown, a plain Exg;ſb Mantua - ſilk, manu- 
factur'd in Spittle-fields. 

HER Petticoat the ſame. 

Hex Binding, a piece of Checquer'd-ſtuff, made 
at Briſtol and Norwich. I 

| Her Under-petticoar, a piece of black Callamanca, 
made at Norwich ; quilted at home, if ſhe be 
a good houſe-wife; but the quilting of Cot- 

ton from Mancheſter, or Cotton-Wool from a- 
broad. | 
Hex Inner- petticoats, Flannel and Swariskin, fro 
HER Stockings from Tewksbury, if ordinary; from 
Leiceſter, it woven. | 

_ Hex Lace and Edgings, from Stony-Siratford the 

| firſt, and Great Marlow the laſt. 

Hrn Muſlin from foreign trade; as likewiſe her 
Linen, being ſomerhing finer than the man's, 
may perhaps be a Gilick- Holland. 

Her Wrapper, or Morning-gown, a piece of 1riſ 
Linen, printed at 1. 

Hex Black Hood a thin Exgliſbß Luſtring. 

HER Gloves Lambskin, from Berwick and Nor- 
thumberland, or Scotland. 

Her Ribbands, being but very few, from Coven- 


5 Or . 
of Enghſh Worſted-Camblct, 


Hes Riding-hood, 
made at Norwich, 


Cons next to the furniture of their houſe ; it is 

Tearce credible, to how many counties of England, 

. 8nd how remote, the furniture of but a mean _ 
| Of u 
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muſt ſend them; and how many people are every 
where employ d about it; nay, and the meaner the 
furniture, the more people and places employ d, for 


example, 


Tux Hangings, ſuppoſe them to be ordinary Lin- 
ſey-Woolſey, are made at Kidderminſter, dy'd 
in the country, and painted, or water'd at Lon- 
don, | 

THe Chairs, if of Cane, are made at London; the 
ordinary Matted Chairs, perhaps in the place 
where they live. 

TABLES, Cheſts of Drawers, &c. made at London; 
as alſo Looking-glaſs. | 

BeDDING, &c. the Curtains, ſuppoſe of Serge, 
from Taunton and Exceſter ; or of Camblets, 
from Norwich; or the ſame with the Hangings, 
as above. | 

Tux Ticking comes from the Weſt-Country, 
Somerſet and Dorſetſhire. 

Tas Feathers alſo from the ſame country. 

THe Blankets from Whitzey in Oxfordſbire. 

Tarr Rugs from Weſtmoreland and Yorkſhire. 

Tae Sheets, if Linen, from Ireland. 

K1TCHEn utenſils and Chimney-furniture, almoſt 
Þ the Braſs and Iron from Birmingham and Shef- 

ld. 

EaRTHEN Ware from Stafford, Nottingham, and 

GLass Ware from Sturbridge in Worce/lerſhire, and 
London. 


I give this liſt to explain what I ſaid before; 


namely, that there is no particular place in England, 


where all the manufactures are made, but every 
county or place has its peculiar ſort, or particular 
manufacture, in which the people are wholly em- 

| re) rn er rs | pioy d; 


_— 


( 


—— — __———___—_O_——_ ——  — _— 
oe - ba a ,. — o * 


——— — — — — — — — 


| 
| 
| 


: 
' 
* 
* 
| 
[ 
' 
' 
| 
' 
| 
[| 
1 
N 
1 
' 
: 


. — 


— 


— — 


— 


DPD 


— 7 - =_ 
_— — — — LOW - 
= — "2 4 I - — 
- — 2 . . 
— — — —-— * 


3 
— — 


„ 


ES 


pu —_ — r 2 


— n — — 
8328 — - - by 
: e 2 - 
2 4 
S 
nn = 


- new „ 


<a T' 
— 
* 3 — — o 4 
” WR a 
2 ee 420 amp wes ears 4 . ot SE + ns + Ie ng i P a a 
8 —— —— . w ˙ e , OOUCYRrRRTTISS —— — 


—— 


ploy'd; and for all the reſt that is wanted, they fetch 


them from other parts. | | 
Bur then, as what is thus wanted by every par- 


ticular perſon, or family, is but in ſmall quantities, 


and they would not be able to ſend for it to the 


country, or town, where it is to be * there 


are ſhop-keepers in every village, or at leaſt in every 
conſiderable market- town, where the particulars are 
to be bought; and who find it worth their while to 
furniſh themſelves with Quantities of all the particu- 
lar goods, be they made where and as far off as they 
wilt; and at theſe ſhops the people, who want them, 
are eaſily ſupplied. ; | 
Nox do even theſe ſhop-keepers go or ſend to all 
the ſeveral countries; where thoſe goods are made, 
that is to ſay, to this part for the Cloth, or to that 
for the Lining ; to another for the Buttons, and to 
another for the Thread; but they again correſpond 
with the wholeſale-dealers in London, where there 
are particular ſhops or warehouſes for all theſe ; and 
they not only furniſh the country ſhop-keepers, but 


give them large credit, and fell them great quanti- 
ties of goods, by which they again are enabled to 


truſt the Taylors, who make the cloaths, or even 
their neighbours, who wear them; and the Manu- 
facturers in the ſeveral counties do the like by 
thoſe Wholeſale dealers, who ſupply the country 
ſhops. | | 
Tunb' ſo many hands do all the neceſſary things 
aſs for the cloathing a poor plain country-man, tho' 
he liv'd as far as Berwick upon Tweed ; and this oc- 
caſions, as I have ſaid, a general circulation of trade, 
both to and from London, from and to all the parts 
of «England, ſo that every manufacture is ſold nd” re- 
mov*'d five or fix times, and perhaps more, before it 
comes to the laſt conſumer. | 


Tuis method of trade brings another article in, 


which allo is the great foundation of the encreaſe of 


Commerce ; 


— — 
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Commerce; and the prodigious magnitude of our 
Inland-trade is much owing to it, and that 1s giving 


credit, by which every Tradeſman is enabled to trade 


for a great deal more than he otherwiſe could do. 
By this method a ſhop-keeper is able to ſtock his 
ſhop, or warehouſes, with two or three times as 
much goods in value, as he has ſtock of his own to 
begin the world with; and by that means is able to 
truſt out his goods ro others, and give them rifne, 
and ſo under one another; nay, I may ſay, many a 
Tradeſman begins the world with borrow'd ſtocks, 
or with no ſtock at all, but that of Credit, and yet 
carries on a trade for ſeveral hundreds, nay, for ſeve- 
ral thouſands of pounds a year. 

By this means the trade in general is infinitely en- 
creaſed ; nay, the ſtock of the kingdom in trade is 
doubled, or trebled, or more ; and there 1s infinite- 
ly more buſineſs carried on, than the real ſtock could 
be able to manage, if no credit was to be given; for 
credit in this particular is a ſtock, and that not an 


imaginary, but a real ſtock ; for the Tradeſman, that 


perhaps begins but with five hundred, or one thou- 
ſand pounds ſtock, ſhall be able to furniſh or ſtock 
his ſhop with four times the ſum in the value of 
goods; and as he gives credit again, and truſts other 
tradeſmen under him, ſo he launches out into a trade 
of a great magnitude; and yet if he is a prudent ma- 
nager of his buſineſs, he finds himſelf able to anſwer 
his payments, and fo continually ſupply himſelf with 
goods, keeping up the reputation of his dealings, 
and the credit of his Yhop, tho' his ſtock be not a 
fifth, nay, ſometimes not a tenth part, in proportion 
to the returns that he makes by the year; ſo that 
credit is the foundation, on which the trade of Eng- 
land is made ſo conſiderable. 

Nor is it enough to ſay, that people muſt and 
will have goods, and that the conſumption is the 
lame; it is evident, that conſumption is not the fame ; 
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and in thoſe nations where they give no credit, or 
not ſo much as here, the trade is Nee . 
r E 
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RE DIT is, or ought to be the Tradeſman's 
Miſtreſi; but T muſt tell him too, he muſt not 
= of ever caſting her off; for if once he loſes 
her, ſhe hardly ever returns; and yet ſhe has one 
quality, in which ſhe differs from moſt of the La- 
is which go by that name ; if you court her, ſhe 

is gone; if you manage ſo wiſely, as to make her 
bre you really do not want her, ſhe follows and 
courts you: But by the way, no Tradeſman can be 
in ſo good circumſtances, as to ſay he does not want, 
that is, does not ſtand in need of credit. Wit 
Cxxpir, next to real ſtock, is the foundation, 
the life and ſoul of buſineſs in a private Tradeſman; 
it is his 23 ; *tis his ſupport in the ſubſtance 
of his whole trade; even in publick matters tis the 
ſtrength and fund of a nation: we felt in the late 
wars the conſequence of both the extremes, wviz- 
8 and of | enjoying a compleat fund of 
credit. 


CREDI? 
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: > CreDIT makes war, and makes peace; raiſes ar- 
mies, fits out navies, fights battles, beſieges towns; 
and; in a word, it is more juſtly call'd the ſinews of 
war, than the money it ſelf; becauſe it can do all | 
theſe things without money; nay, it will bring in | 
money to be ſubſervient, tho” it be independent. | 
CREDIT makes the ſoldier fight without pay, the 
armies march without proviſions, and it makes tradeſ- 
men keep open ſhop without ſtock ; the force of cre- 

dit is not to be deſcrib'd by words; it is an im- 
pregnable fortification, either for a nation, or for a 
ſingle man in buſineſs ; and he that has credit is in- 
vulnerable, whether he has money, or no: Nay, it 
will make money, and, which is yet more, it will 
make money without an intrinſick, without the ma- 
teria medica, (as the Doctors have it;) it adds a va- 
lue, and ſupports whatever value it adds, to the mean- 
eſt ſubſtance; it makes paper paſs for money, and 
fills the Exchequer and the Banks with as many mil- 
lions as it pleaſes, upon demand. 29 

As I ſaid in my laſt, it encreaſes commerce, ſo I 
may add, it makes trade, and makes the whole king- 
dom trade for many millions more, than the national 
ſpecies can amount to. 

Ir may be true, as ſome alledge, that we cannot 
drive a trade for more goods than we have to trade 
with; but then ' tis as true, that it is by the help of 
credit that we can encreaſe the quantity, and that 
more goods are made to trade with, than would o- 
therwiſe be; more goods are brought to market, than 
they could otherwiſe ſell; and even in the laſt con- 
ſumption how many thouſands of families wear out 
their cloaths before they pay for them, and eat their 
dinner upon tick with the Butcher? nay, how many 
thouſands, who could not buy any cloaths, it they 
were to pay for them in ready money, yet buy them 
at a venture upon their credit, and pay for them, as 
they can * 

. = TRADE 
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TRADE is anticipated by Credit, and it grows by 
_-— the anticipation; for men often buy cloaths before 
they pay 25 them, becauſe they want cloaths before 
they can ſpare the money; and theſe are ſo many in 
number, that really they add a great ſtroke to the 
bulk of our Inland trade: How many families have 
we in England that live upon credit, even to the tune 
of two or three years rent of their revenue, before 
it comes in? ſo that they may be ſaid to eat the Calf 
in the Cow's belly : This encroachment they make up- 
on the ſtock in trade; and even this very article may 
ſtare the caſe : I doubt not but at this time the land 
owes to the trade ſome millions ſterling ; that is to 
fay, the Gentlemen owe to the Tradeſmen ſo much 
money, which at long run the rents of their lands 
muſt pay. TE 
Tux Tradeſmen having then truſted the landed 
men with ſo much, where muſt they have it but by 
giving credit alſo to one another? truſting their 
goods and money into trade, one launching out into 
the hands of another, and forbearing payment till 
the lands make it good out of their produce, that is 
to ſay, out of their Rents. 

THz Trade is not limited; the produce of lands may 
and 15reſtrain'd ; Trade cannot exceed the bounds of 
the goods it can fell ; but while trade can encreaſe its 
.. Rock of caſh by credit, it can encreaſe its ſtock of 

goods for ſale, and then it has nothing to do, but to 
find a market to ſel] at; and this we * done in all 
pos of the world, ſtill by the force of our ſtocks 
ing ſo encreas'd. | 
Iuvus Credit raiſing ſtock at home, that ſtock ena- 

bles us to give credit abroad; and thus the quantity 
of goods, which we make, and which is infinitely 
encreaſed at home, enables us to find or force a vent 
abroad: This is apparent, our home trade having ſo 
far encreas'd our manufacture, that England may be 
ſaid to be able almoſt to clothe the whole world 


and 
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and in our carrying on the foreign trade wholly _ 
on the Enpliſh ſtocks, giving credit to, almoſt all the 
nations of the world; for tis evident, our ſtocks lie 
ar this time upon credit in the warehouſes of the 
merchants in Spain and Portugal, Holland and Germa- 
ny, Italy and Turhy; nay, in New Spain and Braſil. 
Taz exceeding quantity of goods thus rais'd in 
England cannot be ſuppos'd to be the mere product 
of the ſolid wealth and ſtocks of the Expliſh people; 
we do not pretend to it; the joining thoſe ſtocks to 
the value of goods always appearing in England, in 
the hands of the manufacturers, tradeſmen and mer- 
chants, and to the wealth which appears in ſhipping, . 
in ſtock upon land, and in the current coin of the 
nation, would amount to ſuch a prodigy of ſtock, 
as not all Europe could pretend to. por, 
Bor all this is owing to the prodigious thing 
call'd Credit, the extent of which in the Britiſh trade 
is as hard to be valued, as the benefit of it to Eng- 


land is really not to be defcribed. It muſt be like- 


wiſe ſaid, to the honour of our Engliſh tradeſmen, 
that they underſtand how to manage the credit they 
both give and take, better than any other tradeſmen 
in the world; indeed they have a greater opportu- 
nity to improve it, and make uſe of it, and there- 
fore may be ſuppoſed to be more ready in making 
the beſt of their credit, than any other Nations are. 

HENCE it is that we frequently find Tradeſmen 

carrying on a prodigious trade with but a middlin 
ſtock of their own, the reſt being all managed by 
the force of their credit; for example, I have known 
a man in a private warehouſe in London trade for 
forty thouſand pounds a year ſterling, and carry on 
ſuch a return for many years together, and not have 
one thouſand pound ſtock of his own, or not more; 
all the reſt has been carried on upon credir, being. 
the ſtocks of other men running continually thro 
his hands: And this is not practiſed now and then, 
22 As 


as a great rarity, but is very frequent in trade, and 
may be ſeen every day, as what in its degree runs 
thro the whole body of the tradeſmen in Eng- 
Every Tradeſman both gives and takes credit, 
and the new mode of ſetting it up over their ſhop 
and warehouſe doors, in capital letters, VO T7 RUST 
BT RETAIL, is a preſumption in trade; and tho 

it may have been attempted in ſome trades, was ne- 
ver yet brought to any perfection; and moſt of thoſe 
trades, who were the forwardeſt to ſet it up, have 
been obliged to take it down again, or act contrary 
to it in their buſineſs; Or ſee ſome very good 
cuſtomers go away from them to other ſhops, who 
tho' they have not brought money with them, have 
vet good foundations to make any tradeſmen truſt 
them, and who do at proper times make payments 
punctual enough. 


\ i » 


ON. the contrary, -inſtead of giving no truſt by 


retail, we ſee very conſiderable families who buy no- 
thing but on truſt; even Bread, Beer, Butter, Cheeſe, 
Beef and Mutton, Wine, Grocery, &c. being the 
things which even with the meaneſt families are ge- 
nerally fold for ready money. Thus I have known 
a family, whole revenue has been ſome thouſands a 
year, pay their Butcher, and Baker, and Grocer, 
and Cheeſemonger, by a hundred pounds at a time, 
and be generally a hundred more in each of their 
_ debts, and yet the tradeſmen have thought it well 
worth while to truſt them, and their pay has in the 
end been very honeſt and goo l. 
_ Tis is what I ſay brings Land fo much in debt 
to Trade, and obliges the tradeſmen to take credit of 
one another; and yet they do not loſe by it neither, 
for the tradeſmen. find it 1n the price, and they take 
care to make ſuch families pay warmly, for the cre- 
dit, in the rate of their goods; nor can it be ex- 
pected it ſhould be otherwiſe, for unleſs the profic 
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anſwered it, the Tradeſman could not afford to be fo 
long without his money, + e 
Tais credit takes its beginning in our manufac- 
tures, even at the very firſt of the operation, for the 
maſter manufacturer himſelf begins it; Take a 
country Clothier, or Bay-maker, or what other 
maker of goods you pleaſe, provided he be one that 
puts out the goods to the making; it is true that 
the poor ſpinners and weavers cannot truſt; the firſt 
ſpin for their Bread, and the laſt not only weave for 
Wir Bread, but they have ſeveral workmen and 
boys under them, who are very poor, and if they 
| ſhould want their pay on Saturday night, muſt want 
their dinner a Sunday; and perhaps would be in dan- 
ger of ſtarving, with their families, by the next Sa- 

turday. . 
Bor tho” the Clothier cannot have credit for ſpin- 
ning and weaving, he buys his Wooll at the Staplers 
or Fellmongers, and he gets two or three months cre- 
dit for that; he buys his oil and 17 of the coun- 
try vey! N or has it ſent down from his Factor 
at London, and he gets longer credit for that, and 
the like of all other things; ſo that a Clothier of 
any conſiderable buſineſs, When he comes to die, 
ll appear to be four or five thouſand pounds in 

ebt. | | 
Bur then look into his books, and you ſhall find 
his FaRor at Blackwell-hall, who ſells his Cloths, or 
the Warehouſe-keeper who ſells his Dueroys and Drug- 
gets, or both together, have two thouſand pounds 
worth of goods 1n hand lefr unſold ; and has truſted 
out to Drapers and Merchants, to the value of four 
thouſand pounds more; and look into his work-houſe 
at home, viz. his wool-lofts, his combing-ſhop, his 
arn- chamber, and the like, and there you will find 
it; in wooll unſpun, and in yarn ſpun, and in wooll 
et the ſpinners, and in yarn at and in the looms at 
the weavers; in Rape-oil, Gallipoli-oil, and perhaps 
2 3 ſoaps 
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ſoap, &c. in his ware-houſes, and in cloths at the 
ling- mill, and in his rowing-ſhops, finiſhed and 
unfiniſhed, four thouſand pounds worth of goods 
more; ſo that tho* this clothier owed five thouſand 
pounds at his death, he has nevertheleſs died in 
good circumſtances, and has five thouſand pound e- 
ſtare clear to go among his children, all his debts 
paid and diſcharged : However, tis evident, that 
at the very beginning of this manufacturer's trade, 
his five thouſand pound ſtock is made ten thouſand, 
by the help of his Credit, and he trades for three 
times as much in the year; ſo that five thouſand 
und ſtock makes ten thouſand pound ſtock and 
credit, and that together makes thirty thouſand pounds 
a year return d in trade. | 
Wär you come from him to the warehouſe- 
keeper in London, there you double and treble up- 
on it, to an unknown degree; for the London Whole. 
ſale- man ſhall at his death appear to have credit a- 
mong the country Clothiers, for ten or fifteen 
thouſand, nay, to twenty thouſand: pounds, and yet 
have kept up an unſpotted credit all his days. 
WIEN he is dead, and his Executors or Widow 
comes to look into —_ they are frighted with the 
very appearance of ſuch a weight of debts, and be- 
gin to doubt how his eſtate will come out at the 
end of it : But when they come to caſt up his books 
and his warehouſe they find, 


In debts abroad perhaps thirty thouſahd pounds. 
In goods in his warehouſe, twelve thouſand 
pounds; | | 


So that in a word, the man has died immenſly rich; 
that is to ſay, worth between twenty and thirty 
thouſand pounds, only that having been a long ſtandard 
in trade, and having a large ſtock, he drove a very great 
buſineſs, perhaps to the tune of ſixty to ſeventy 

: e | ; thouſand 
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thouſand pounds a year: ſo that of all the thirty 
thouſand pounds owing, there may be very little of 
it deliveted above four to ſix months, and the debt- 
ors being many of them conſiderable merchants, and 
good paymalters, there is no difficulty in getting 
in motſey enough to clear all his own debts; a nd 
the widow and children being left well, are not in 
ſuch haſt for the reſt, but that it comes in time e- 
nough to make them eaſy ; and at length it all com 
in, or with but a little loſs, | 
As it is thus in great things, tis the ſame in pro- 
portion with ſmall; ſo that in all the trade of Eng- 
land, you may reckon two thirds of it carried on 
upon credit; in which reckoning I ſuppoſe I ſpeak 
much within compaſs, for in ſome trades there is 
four parts of fave carried on ſo; and in ſome more. 
ALT. theſe things ſerve to ſhew the infinite value 
of which credit is to the Tradeſman, as well to 
trade it ſelf; and 'tis for this reaſon I have cloſed 
my inſtructions with this part of the diſcourſe : Cre- 
dit is the choiceſt jewel the "Tradeſman is truſted 
with, 'tis better than money many ways; if a man 
has ten thouſand pounds in money he may certainly 
trade for ten th6uſand pounds, and if he has no cre- 
dit he cannot trade for a ſhilling mores 
But how often have we ſeen men, by the meer 
ſtrength of their credit, trade for ten thouſand pounds 
a year, and have not one groat of real ſtock of their 
own left in the world? nay, I can fay it of my own 
knowledge that I have known a Tradeſman trade 
for ten thouſand pounds a year, and carry it on with 
full credit to the laſt gaſp, then die and break both 
at once; that is to ſay, die unſuſpected, and yet 
when his eſtate has been caſt up, appear to be five 
thouſand pounds worſe than nothing in the world; 
how he kept.up his credit, and made good his pay- 
ments ſo long, is indeed the myſtery, and makes 
good what I have faid before, namely, that as none 
24 trade 
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trade ſo much upon credit in the world, ſo none 
know ſo well how to improve an d manage credit to 
their real advantage, as the Engliſh tradeſmen do; and 


.efpecially, © 
this time into the difcourſe, tho' it would afford 
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we have _ examples of it, among our Bankers 
which I have not room to enter at 


* 


a great many diverting particulars. 


I have mentioned on ſeveral occaſions in theſe let- 
ters, how nice and how dainty a dame this Credit 


is, how ſoon ſhe is affronted and diſobliged, and 


how hard to be recovered, when once diſtaſted and 


fled; particularly in the ſtory of the Tradeſman 
who told his friends in a publick coffee- houſe that 
he was broke, and ſhould ſhut up . his ſhop the next 
day: I have hinted how chary we ought to be of 
one another's credit, and that we ſhould take 
care as much of our neighbour Tradeſman's credit 


as we would of his life, or as we would of firing 


his houſe, and conſequently the whole ſtreet. 

Lr me cloſe all with a word to the Tradeſman 
himſelf, that if it be fo valuable to him, and his 
friends ſhould be all fo chary of injuring his repu- 
tation, certainly he ſhould be very chary of him- 
ſelf: The Tradeſman that is not as tender of his 
credit as he is of his eyes, or of his wife and chil- 


dren, neither deſerves credit, or will long be maſter 


of it. | bk: S 
As credit is a coy miſtreſs, and will not eaſily be 
courted, ſo ſhe is a mighty nice rouchy Lady, and 
is ſoon affronted ; 1t+ ſhe is ill uſed ſhe flies at once, 


and 'tis a very doubtful thing whether ever you 


gain her favour again. m 
Some may alk me here, how comes it to pals, 
fince ſhe is ſo nice and touchy a Lady, that ſo ma- 


ny clowns court and carry her, and many fools 


keep her ſo long? My anſwer is, that thoſe 
clowns have yer good breeding enough to treat 
her civilly ; he muſt be a fool indeed that will give way 
IX ; < | , to 
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to have his credit injured, and ſit {till and be quiet; 
that will not buſtle and uſe his utmoſt induſtry to 
vindicate his on reputation, and preſerve his cxe- 
xd91154 wo gooms t to, 2219ms ig 5W 
Bor the main queſtion for a; Tradeſman in this 


is 
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caſe,” and which 1 have not ſpoken of yet, is, | 


What is the man to do to- preſerve his credit? What 
are the methods a young Tradeſman is to take, 
to gain a good ſhare: of Credit in his beginning, 
and to preſerve and maintain it when it is gained? 
ERV Tradeſman's credit is fuppos'd to be good 
at firſt; he that begins without credit, is an un- 
happy wretch of a Tradeſman indeed, and may be 
ſaid to be broke even before he ſets up; for what 
can a man do, who by any misfortune in his con- 
duct during his apprenticeſhip, or by ſome ill eha- 
racter upon him ſo early, begins with a blaſt upon 
his credit? my advice to ſuch a young man would 
be, not to ſet up at all; or if he did, to ſtay for 
ſome time, till by ſome better behaviour, either as 
a journey man, or as an aſſiſtant in ſome other 
man's ſhop or warehouſe, he had recovered himſelf; 
or elſe to go and fer up in ſome other place or town 
remote from that where he has been bred ; for he muſt 
have a great aſſurance that can flatter himſelf to ſet up, 
and believe he ſhall recover a loſt reputation. 
Bor take a young Tradeſman as ſetting up with 
the ordinary ſtock, that is to ſay a negative charac- 
ter, viz. that he has done nothing to hurt his cha- 
racter, nothing to prejudice his behaviour, and to 
give people a ſuſpicion of him; what then is the 
frſt principle on which to build a Tradeſman's re- 
putation? and what he is to do? "MG: 6 
Tux anſwer is ſhort, two things raiſe credit in 
trade, and I may ſay they are the only things re- 
—— tbere are ſome neceſſary addenda, but theſe are 
t e fundamentals. | $a | ear 
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1. InDuSTRY. 
2. HONESTY. 


I have dwelt upon the firſt ; the laft I have but 
few words to ſay to, but they will be very ſigni- 
ficant; indeed that head requires no comment, no 
explanations or enlargements; nothing can-ſupport 
Credit, be it publick or private, but Honeſty; a 
punRual dealing, a general probity in every tranſ- 
action; he that once breaks thro' his honeſty, vio- 
lates his credit; once denominate a man 4 khnave, 
an! you need not forbid any man to truſt him. 

Even in the publick it appears to be the ſame 
thing ; let any man view the publick credit in its 
preſent flouriſhing circumſtances, and compare it 
with the latter ns. of the years of King Charles II. 
after the Exchequer had been ſhut up, 112 
appropriations miſapplied, and in a word the public 
faith broken; who would lend? Seven or eight per 
cent. was given for anticipations in King William's 
time, tho* no new fraud had been offered, only becauſe 
the old debts were unpaid; and how hard was it to 

et any one to lend _ at all? 

Bur, after by a long ſeries of juſt and punctual 
dealing, the Parliament making good all the defici- 
ent funds, and paying even thoſe Debts for which 
no proviſion was made, and the like, how is the 
credit reſtored, the publick faith made ſacred again, 
and now money flows into the Exchequer — 
calling for, and that at 3 or 4 per cent. intereſt, even 
from foreign countries, as well as from our own peo- 
ple? They that have credit can never want money; 
and this credit is to be raiſed by no other method, 
whether by private tradeſmen, or publick bodies of 
men, by nations and governments, but by a gene- 
ral probity and an honeſt punctual dealing. 

THe reaſon of this caſe is as plain as the aſ- 
fertion; the cauſe is in it ſelf; no man lends his 

+1 | money, 


— — — 


— 


; — 
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money but with an expectation of receiving it a- 
| ain with the intereſt : If the borrower pays it pun- 
ctually without heſitations and defalcations, without 
difficulties, and above all, without compulſion, what 
| is the conſequence? he is call'd an honeſt man, he 
| has the reputation of a punctual fair dealer: And 
= what then? Why then he may borrow again when- 
ever he will, he may take up money and goods, or 
any thing upon his bare word, or note, when ano- 
ther man muſt give bondſmen, or mainprixe, that 
is, a pan or pledge for ſecurity, and hardly be truſted 
ſo neither. This is credit. | 
It is not the quality of the perſon would give 
credit to his dealing ; not Kings, Princes, Emperors, 
'tis all one; nay, a private ſhopkeeper ſhall borrow 
money much eaſier than a prince, if the credit of the 
Tradeſman has the reputation of being an honeſt man: 
Not the crown it ſelf can give credit tothe head that 
wears it if once he that wears it comes but to mort- 
gage his honour in the matter of payment of * | 
WHro would have lent King Charles II. fifty 
pounds on the credit of his own word or bond, after 
the ſhutting up the Exchequer ? The royal word was 
made a reſt of, and the character of the King was 
eſteemed a fluttering trifle, which no man would 
venture upon, much leſs venture his money upon. 
In King William's time the cafe was much the ſame 
at firſt; tho' the King had not broken his credit 
then with any man, yet how did they break their 
faith with the whole world, by the deficiency of 
the funds, the giving high and ruinous intereſt to 
men almoſt as greedy as vultures, the cauſing the 
government to pay great and extravagant rates for 
what they bought, and great premium's for what they 
borrowed, theſe were So injuries to the publick for 
want of credit; nor was it in the power of the whole 
nation to remedy it; on the contrary, they made 
it ſtill grow worſe and worſe, till, as above, the 
F Parliament 
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Parliament recover d it. And how was it done? Not 
but by the fame method a private perſon muſt do the 

fame, vix. by doing jultiy, and fair fly, and honeſtly 

by every body. 

Tus credit began to revive, ag to enlarge it | 

ſelf again; and uſury, which had as it were eaten up 
mankind in buſineſs, declin'd, and ſo things came to 
their right way again. 

TRE caſe is the * with a Tradeſman, if he 
ſhuffles in payment, bargains at one time, and pays 
at another, breaks his word and his honour in the 
road of his buſineſs, he is gone; no man will take 
his bills, no man will truſt him. 

.. Tax concluſion is open and clear, the Tradeſman 

cannot be too careful of his credit, he cannot buy 

it too dear, or be too careful to preſerve it: it is 
in vain to maintain it by falſe and looſe doing buſi- 
ſineſs; by breaking faith, refuſing to perform agree- 
ments, and ſuch ſhuMing things as thoſe ; the greateſt 
Monarch in Europe could not fo preſerve his credit. 

NoTHING but probity will ſupport credit; juſt 
and fair, and honourable dealings give credit, and 
nothing but the ſame juſt, and fair, and nb 
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| > gw Bore TER XXV. 


of | the Tradeſmarts punttual paying 
his Bills and Promiſſory Notes un- 
der his Hand, and the Credit be 


gains by it. 


i (Tart 

: S I ſaid that credit is maintain'd by juſt and 
| honourable dealing, fo that juſt dealing depends 
very much upon the Tradeſman's punctual payment 


of money in all the ſeveral demands that are upon him. 


The ordinary demands of money upon a Tradeſmaa 


I. PROMISES of money” for goods bought at 


| time. | 


II. Brits drawn upon him; which, generally 
222 are from the country, that is to fay, 
rom ſome places remote from where he lives. 
On. («> 


ITI. wa near Norzs under his hand, which 
are paſs d oftentimes upon buying goods: bought 
alſo at time, as in the firſt a 


IV. Bowps bearing intereſt, given chiefly for 
money borrowed at running intereſt. 


I. PROMISES of money for goods bought at time. 
This indeed is the looſeſt article in a Tradeſman's 
Pey ments; and it is true that a Tradeſman's credit is 

1 e maintain d 
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maintain'd upon the eaſieſt terms in this caſe of any 
other that belongs to trade; for in this caſe not one 


man in twenty keeps to his time; and fo eaſy are 


tradeſmen to one another, that in general it is not 
much expected, but he that pays tolerably well, and 
without dunning, is a good man, and in credit; ſhall 
be truſted any where, and keeps up a character in 
hie buſineſs; ſometimes he pays ſooner, ſometimes 
later, and is accounted fo good a cuſtomer, that tho 
he owes a great deal, yet he ſhall be truſted any 
where, and 1s as lofty and touchy if his credit be 
call'd in queſtion, as if he paid all ready money. 
AND indeed theſe men ſhall often buy their goods 
as cheap upon the credit of their ordinary pay, as 
another man ſhall that brings his money in his hand; 
and it is reaſonable it ſhould be ſo, for the reaay · 
money man comes and buys a parcel here, and a par- 
cel there, and comes but ſeldom, but the Other comes 
every day, that is to ſay, as often as he wants goods, 
buys conſiderably, perhaps deals for two or three thou- 
ſand pounds a year with you, and the libe, and pays cur- 
rently too. Such a cuſtomer ought indeed to be ſold 
as cheap to, as the other chance cuſtomer for his read 
money. In this manner of trade, 7 ſay, credit is 
maintain'd upon the eaſieſt terms of any other, and 
yet here the Tradeſman muſt have a great care to 


| Keep it up too; for tho' it be the eaſieſt article 


to keep up credit in, yet even in this article the 
[Tradeſman may lofe his credit, and then he is un- 
done at once; and this is by growing (what in the 
language of Trade is call'd) long-winded, putting 
off of putting off. continually, till he will bear dun- 
ning; then his credit fails, his dealer that truſted him 
perhaps a thouſand pound thick before, that eſteem- 
ed him as good as ready money, now grows ſick of 
him, declines him, cares not whether he deals with 
him or no, and at laſt refuſes to truſt him any longer; 


Then his credit is quite ſunk and gone, and in a * 


2 — 
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tle after that his trade is ruin'd and the Tradeſman 
too; for he muſt be the D of a Tradeſman 
that can open his ſhop after he has out-liv'd his 
credit; let him look which way he will all is loſt, 
no body cares to deal with him; and which is {till 
worſe, no body will truſt him. 

2. BILISs drawn upon him from the country; 
that is to ſay, from ſome places remote from where 
he now dwells; it is but a little while ago ſince 
thoſe bills were the looſeſt things in trade, for as 
they could not be proteſted, ſo they would not (in 
in all their heats) always ſue for them, but rather re- 
turn them to the perſon from whom they receiv'd 
them. 

In the mean time, let the occaſion be what it will, 
the Tradeſman ought on all occaſions to pay theſe 
notes without a publick recalling and returning them, 
and without heſitation of any kind whatloever. He 
that lets his bills lie long unpaid, muſt not expect to 
keep his credit much afrer them. | 

Bes1DEs, the late law for my and proteſting 
Inland bills alters the caſe very much ; Bills now ac- 
cepted are proteſted in form, and if not punctually 
paid are either return'd immediately, or the perſon 
on whom they are drawn is liable to be ſued at law; 
either of which is at beſt a blow to the credit of the 
acceptor. 

A Tradeſman may, without hurt to his reputati- 
on, refuſe to accept a bill, for then, when the nota- 
ry comes he gives his reaſons, viz. that he refuſes 
to accept the bill for want of advice, or for want 
of effects in his hands' for account of the drawer, 
or that he has not given orders to draw upon him; _ 
in all which cafes the non-acceptance touches the 
credit of thedrawer; for in trade it is always eſteem- 
ed a diſhonourable thing to draw upon any man that 
has not effects in his hands to anſwer the bill; or to 
draw without order, or to draw and not give advice 
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of it; becauſe it looks like a forwardneſs to take 
the remitter's money without giving him a ſuffi- 


cient demand ſor it, where he expects and ought to 


have it. | 3 a9 g weth 
A Tradeſman comes to me in London, and defires 
me to give him a bill payable at Briſtol, for he is go- 
ing to the Fair there, and being to buy goods there, 
he wants money at Briſtol to pay for them; if I give 
him a bill, he pays me down the money upon re- 
ceipt of it, depending upon my credit for the ac- 
ceptance of the bill. If I draw this bill where IJ have 
no reaſon to draw it, where I have no demand, or 
no effects to anſwer it, or if I give my correſpon- 
dent no advice of it, I abuſe the remitter, ther is, 
the man whoſe money I take, and this reflects up- 
on my credit that am the drawer, and the next time 
this Tradeſman wants money at Briſtol fair, he will 
not come to me; no, fays he, his laſt bills were not 
accepted : Or if he does come to me, then he de- 
mands that he ſhould not pay his money rill he has 
advice that my bills are accepted. | 
Bur on the other hand, if bills are right drawn, 
and advice duly given, and the perſon has effects in 
his hands, then if he refuſes the bill, he fays to the 
notary he does not accept the bill, but gives no rea- 
fon for it, only that he fays abſolutely, I will not 
accept it, you may take that for an anſwer; or he 
adds, I refuſe ro accept it for reaſons beſt known to 
my ſelf; this is ſometimes done, but this does not 


leave the perſon's credit who refuſes, ſo clear as the 


other, tho* perhaps it may not ſo directly reflect up- 


on him; but it leaves the caſe a little dubious and 
* uncertain, and men will be apt to write back to the 


on who ſent the bill ro enquire what the drawer 
fays to it, and what account he gives, or what cha- 
racter he has upon his tongue for the perſon drawn 
udon. | 5 


As 


— 
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As the punctual paying bills when accepted, is a 
main article in the credit of the Acceptor, ſo a Tradeſ- 
man ſhould be very caurious in permitting men to 
draw upon him where he has not effects, or does not 
give order; for tho', as I ſaid, it ought not to af- 
lect his reputation not to accept a bill where it ought 
not to be drawn, yet a Tradeſman that is nice of his 
own character does not love to be always or often 
refuſing: to accept bills, or to have bills drawn up- 
on him where he has no reaſon to accept them, and 
therefore he will be very poſitive in forbidding ſuch 
drawing; and if notwithſtanding that, the importu- 
nities of the country Tradeſman obliges him to draw, 
the perſon drawn upon will give ſmart and rough - 
anſwers to ſuch bills; as particularly, I refuſe to ac- 
cept this bill becauſe I have no effects of the drawers 
to anſwer it: Or thus, I refuſe to accept this bill, 
becauſe I not only gave no orders to draw, but gave 
poſitive orders not to draw : Or thus, I neither 
will accept this bill, nor any other this man ſhall 
draw, and the like. This thoroughly clears the 
credit of the acceptor, and reflects groſly on the 
drawer. 
Ap yet, I fay, even in this caſe, a Tradeſman 
does not care to be drawn upon, and be oblig'd to 
ſee bills preſented for acceptance, and for payment, 
| Where he has given orders not to draw, and where h 
has no effects to anſwer. ta 
Ir is the great error of our country manufactu- 
rers, in many, if not in moſt parts of England at this 
time; that as ſoon as they can finiſh their goods 
they hurry them up to London to their Factor, and 
as ſoon as the g are gone, immediately follow 
them with their bills for the money, without wait - 
ing to hear whether the goods are come to a market, 
are ſold, or in demand, and whether they are likely 
to ſell quickly or not; thus they load the factor's 


warehouſe with their goods before they are 4 
R 42 and 


o 
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and load the factor with their bills before it is poſh 
- that he can have gotten caſh in his hand to pay 

them. 3 a 
Tuis is, firſt, a direct borrowing money of their 
factor; and it is borrowing, as it were, whether the 
factor will lend or no, and ſometimes whether he 
can or no. The factor, if he be a man of money, 
and anſwers their bills, fails not to make them 
for advancing; or ſells the goods to loſs to anſwer 
the bills; which is making them pay dear for the 
loan; or refuſes their bills, and fo baulks both their 
buſineſs and their credit. n en 

Bur if the factor, willing to oblige his employ- 
ers, and knowing he ſhall otherwiſe loſe their com- 
miſſion, accepts the bills on the credit of the goods, 
and then not being able to ſell the goods in time, is 
alſo made unable to pay the bills when due; this re- 
flects upon his credit, tho' the fault is indeed in the 
drawer whoſe effects are not come in; and this has 
ruin'd many an honeſt factor. 

Firſt, Ir has hurt him by drawing large ſums out 
of his caſh, for the ſupply of the needy manufactu- 
rer, who is his employer, and has thereby made him 
unable ro pay his other bills currently, even of 
— mens drafts who had perhaps good reaſon to 

W. 

Secondly, Ir keeps the factor always bare of mo- 
ney, and wounds his reputation, ſo that he pays 
thoſe very bills with diſcredit, which in juſtice to 
himſelf he ought not to pay at all, and the borrower 
has the money at the expence of the credit of the 
lender; whereas indeed the reproach ought to be to 
him that borrows, not to him that lends; to him 
that draws where there are no effects to warrant 
his draft, not to him that pays where he does not 

owe. | 
Bor the damage lies on the circumſtance of ac- 
. 

Ber "192 - the 


with reſpe& too, by telling them they could accept 
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the money the hour he accepts the bill, and the blow 


to his credit is for not paying when accepted; when 
the bill is accepted, the acceptor is debtor to the 


perſon to whom the bill is payable, or in his right 
to every endorſer; for a Bill of Exchange is in this 
caſe differing from a bond, viz. that the right of action 
transferrable by eadorſement, and every endorſer has 


a right to ſue the acceptor in his own name, and 


can transfer that right ro another; whereas in a bond, 


tho' it be given to me by aſſignment, I muſt ſue in 


the name of the firſt perſon to whom the bond is 


payable, and he may at any time diſcharge the bond, 
notwithſtanding my aſſignment. 

TRADESNEN then, eſpecially ſuch as are factors, 
are unaccountably to blame to accept bills for their 


employers before their goods are fold, and the money 


receiv'd, or within reach: If the employers cannot 
wait, the reproach ſhould lie an them, not on the 
factor; and indeed the manufacturers all over Eng- 
lard are greatly wrong in that part of their buſinels ; 
for, not conſidering the difference between a time of 
demand and a time of glut, a quick or a dead market, 
they go on in the ſame courſe of making, and with- 
out ſlackning their bands as to quantity, crowd up 
their goods, as if it was enough to them that the 
factor had them, and that they were to be reckoned 
as fold when they were in his hands; but would the 
factor truly repreſent to them the ſtate of the market; 
that there are great quantifies of goods in hand un- 
ſold, and no preſent demand, deſiring them to ſlack 
their hands a little inmaking ; and at the ſame time 
back their directions in a plain and poſitive way, tho? 


no more bills till the goods were fold : This would 
bring the trade into a better regulation, and the ma- 


kers would ſtop their hands when the market ſtop'd; 


and when the merchant ceas'd to buy, the manufac. 


— v— — 


dur ers would ceaſe to make, and conſequently would 
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not crowd or clog the market with goods, or wrong 
their factors with bills. | 192 N 
Bur this would require a large diſcourſe, and the 
manufacturers objections ſhould. be anſwered, vix. 
That they cannot ſtop, that they have their particu- 
lar fets of workmen and ſpinners, whom they are 
obliged to keep employed, or if they ſhould. diſ- 
miſs them they could not have them again when a 
demand for goods came, and the markets revived, 
and that beſides the poor would ſtarve. 

Turks objections are eaſy to be anfwereds tho' 
that is not my preſent buſineſs; thus far it is to m 
purpoſe, it is the factor's buſineſs to keep himſelf 
within compaſs; if the goods cannot be fold, the 
maker muſt ſtay till they can; if the poor muſt be 


employed, the manufacturer 15 right to keep them 


at work if he can; but. if he cannot without oppreſ- 
ſing the factor, then he makes the factor employ 
them, not himſelf ;and I do not ſee the factor has any 
obligation upon him to conſider the ſpinners and 
weavers, eſpecially not at the expence of his own 
credit, and his family's ſafet 7). | 
Uron the whole, all tradeſmen that trade thus, 
whether by commiſſion from the country, or upon 
their own accounts, ſhould make it the ſtanding or- 
der of their buſineſs not to ſuffer themſelves to be 
over-drawn by the employers, ſo as to ſtraiten them- 
ſelves in their caſh; and make them unable to pay 
their bills when accepted. c 
It is alſo to be obſerved, that when a Tradeſman 
once comes to ſuffer himſelf to be thus over-drawn, 
and ſinks his credit in kindneſs to his employer, he 
buys his employment ſo dear as all his employer can 
do for him can never repay the price. | 
Ap even while he is thus ſerving his employer 
he more and more wounds himſelf; for ſuppoſe he 
does. (with difficulty) raiſe money, and after ſome 


_ dunning does pay the bills, yet he loſes in the very 


doin g 


thecuſtom of trade; *tis har 


doing it, for he never pays them with credit, but 
ſuffers in reputation by every day's delay. In 
a word, a Tradeſman that buys upon credit, that 
is to ſay, in a courſe of credit, ſuch as I Have de- 
ſcrib'd before, may ler the merchant or warehouſe- 
keeper call two or three times, and may put him off 
without much damage to his credit: and if he 
makes them ſtay one time, he makes it up again an- 
other, and recovers in one good payment, what he 
loſt in two or three bad ones. 

Bur in bills of Exchange, or Promiſſory Notes, 
'tis quite another thing ; and he that values his re- 
putation in trade ſhould never let a bill come twice 
tor payment, or a note under his hand ſtay a day 
after jt is due, that is to ſay, after the three days of 
grace, as it is called; Thoſe three days indeed are 
granted to all bills of exchange, not by law, but by 

T to tell how this cuſtom 
prevailed, or when it began, but it is one of thoſe 
many inſtances which may be given, where cuſtom 
of trade is equal to an eſtabliſn'd law; and it is ſo 
much law now in it ſelf, that no bill is proteſted 
now till thoſe three days are expired; nor 1s a bill 
of exchange eſteemed due till the third day; ao 
man offers to demand it, nor will any Goldſmith, 
or even the Bank it ſelf, pay a foreign bill ſooner, 
Bur that by rhe way. 

BiLLs of exchange being thus ſacred in trade, and 
inland bills being, (by the late law for proteſting 
them, and giving intereſts and damage upon them) 
made as near as can be, equally ſacred, nothing can 
be of more moment to a Tradeſman, than to pay 
them always punctually and honourably, | 
' 'Ler no Critic cayil at the word honourable, as it 
relates to Trade; punctual payment is the Honour 
of trade, and there is a word always uſed among 
merchants which juſtifies my uſing it in this place ; 
and that is, when a merchant draws a bill from a- 

4423 broad 
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broad s 5g his friend at London. his correſpondent. 


in London anſwering his letter, and approving 


his drawing upon him, adds, that he ſhall be ſure to 
honour his bill when it appears; that is to ſay, to ac - 
cept it. OY | * 

L1KEwISE when the drawer gives advice of his 
having drawn ſuch a bill upon him, he gives an ac- 
count of the ſum drawn, the name of 5 perſon it 
is payable to, the time it is drawn at, that is, the 
time given for payment; and he adds thus, I doubt 
not your giving my bill due honour; that is, of ac · 
cepting it, and paying it when it is due. 

THrs term is alſo uſed in another caſe in foreign 
trade only, viz. A merchant abroad (ſay it to be 
at Lisbon, or at Bourdeaux) draws a bill of 300 l. 
ſterling upon his correſpondent at London: The cor- 
reſpondent happens to be dead, or is broke, or by 
ſome other accident the bill is nor accepted; an- 
other merchant on the Exchange hearing of it, and 
knowing, and perhaps correſponding with the mer- 
chant abroad who drew the bill, an loth his credit 
ſhould ſuffer by the bill going baek proteſted, ac- 
cepts it, and pays it for him, This is called ac- 
cepting it for the honour of the drawer; and be 
writes ſo upon the bill when he accepts it, which 
entitles him to re-draw the fame ſum with intereſt 
upon the drawer in Lisbon, or Bourdeaux, as above. 

T xs is indeed a caſe peculiar to foreign commerce, 
and is not often practiſed in hame-trade, and among 
ſhop keepers, tho' ſometimes I have known ir prac- 
tiſed here too: but I name it on two accounts; 
firſt, to legitimate the word honourable, which I had 
uſed, and which has its due propriety in matters of 
trade, tho* not in the ſame accepration as it ge- 
nerally receives in common affairs; and ſecondly, to 
let the Tradeſman ſee how deeply the honour, that 
is, the credit of trade is concerned in the. punctual 
payment of Bills of Exchange; and the like of pro- 
5 miſſory 
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miſſory Notes, for in point of credit there is no 
difference, tho' in matter of form there is. 

Ap now I have mentioned the form of a Bill, 
and the difference there is between a billof Exchange 
and a Promiſſory Note, I think the Tradeſman will 


not take it ill that I give a little direction about the 


form of both: à Tradeſman in London may perhaps 


think himſelf ill uſed, in being dictated to in ſuch a 
caſe, and think it is to ſuppoſe he cannot read, and 
that he ſhould be ſent to ſchool again to learn his 
horn- book; but all inſtruction is to the ignorant; 
they that know it may paſs it over, it is not writ- 
ten for them; and they that are ignorant will not be 
angry if they find here what may inform them, 
without putting them to the mortification of ex 
ſing their ignorance by doing a thing wrong, which 
they may ſo eaſily ſee how to do right. 

THERE are a great many variations in the draws 
ing bills from foreign countries, according as the 


cuſtom and uſages of merchaats direct, and accor- 


ing as the coins and rates of exchange differ, and 


according as the fame terms are differently under- 
ſtood in ſeveral places; as the word Dſance and tuo 
Uſaxce which is a term for the number of days given 
for payment, after the date of the bill; and tho' 
this is a thing particularly relating to merchants; and 


to foreign commerce, yet as the nature of bills of 


Exchange is pretty general, and that ſometimes an 
inland Tradeſman, eſpecially in ſea-port towns, may 
be obliged to make foreign accepted bills in pay- 


ment for their goods; or if they have money to 


ſpare (as ſometimes it is an inland Tradeſman's good 
luck to have) may be aſked to diſcount ſuch bills; 
I fay, on this account, and that they may know 
the value of a foreign bill when they ſee it, and how 
far it has to run, before it be demanded, I think 
it not foreign to the caſe before me, ro give them 
the following account. 5 | 

. As to the times of payment in foreign bills of 


% 
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Exchange, and the terms of art ordinarily. uſed by 
merchants in drawing, and expreſi d in the ſaid bills; 
the times of payment are, as above, either (1.) At 
fight; which is to be underſtood, not the day it is 
preſented, but three days (call'd days of grace) af- 
ter the bill is accepted: (2) Uſance: (3.) Two 
Uſance. There are alſo uſages of towns and places 
during the great fairs held in thoſe places; as a bill 
drawn upon a merchant at Madrid during the great 
fair there, and accepted in the fair, is payable at 
four months; at Lyons the like is three months, and 
at Frankfort aw main is {1x months. But to ſpeak 
of the words Uſance, and Two Uſance only, which 
are the terms generally us'd now in drawing Bills 
in foreign trade, they are underſtood as follows: 


Usaxc between London and all the towns in 
the States General's Dominions, and alſo in 
the provinces now called the Auſtrian Nether- 
lend, is one month: And Two Uſance is two 
months ; reckoning not from the acceptance of 

the bill, but from the date of it. 

UsaAxck between London and Hamburgh, is two 
months, Venice is three months; and Double 
Uſance, or TWO Uſance, is double that time. 

UsaAx cz payable at Florence or Leghorn, is two 

months; but from thence payable at London, 
Uſance is three months. 

Usancz from London to Roan or Paris, is one 
month; but they generally draw at a certain 
| 228 of days, uſually twenty one days 

—  Ught:: 

vine from London to Seville is two months; 

as likewiſe between London and Litbon, and 

 Oporto, to or from. 

Usaxc from Genoa to Rome is payable at Rame 

ten days after fight. . 


7 


UsaAxck 
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© UsanCE. between Antwerp and Genoa, Naples or 
.. » HMeſſmaz, is two months, whether to or from. 
U SsAN C from Antwerp or Amſterdam payable at 
"Venice, is two months, payable in Bank. 


THERE are abundance of niceties in the accep- 
ting and paying of Bills of Exchange, eſpecially 
foreign Bills, which 1 think needleſs to enter up- 
on here; but this I think I ſhould not omit, name- 
ly, IP | # e641 . 

rar if a man pays a Bill of Exchange before 
it is due, tho' he had accepted it, if the man to 
whom it was payable proves a bankrupt after he has 
received the money, and yet before the bill becomes 
due, the perſon who voluntarily paid the money be- 
fore it was due, ſhall be liable to pay it again to the 
remitter; for as the remitter delivered his money to 
the drawer, in order to have it paid again to ſuch 

erſons as he ſhall order, it is, and ought to be in 
lis power to.divert the payment by altering the bill, 
and make it payable, to any other perſon whom he 
thinks fit during all the time between the acceptance 
and the day of payment. | 


Tuts has been controverted, I know in ſome ca- 
ſes, but I have always found that by the moſt ex- 
perienced merchants, and eſpecially in places of the; 
greateſt buſineſs abroad, it was always given in fa- 
your of the remitter, viz. that the right of guiding 
the payment is in him, all the time the bill is run- 
ning; and no bill can or ought to be paid before it 
is due, without the declared aſſent of the remitter, 
ſigniſied under his hand, and atteſted by the pub- 
lick notary. | | 
Tux are, I fay, abundance of niceties in the 
matter of foreign exchanges, and in the manner of 
drawing, accepting and proteſting bills; as alſo in 
the calculating the value of the coins they are pag. 
| | able 


; 
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able in, and payable for, reducing them into a propor- 
tioned value to one another, which if I ſhould enter 
into an enquiry about here, it would be needful to 
deſcribe all the ſeveral coins, as well real as imagina- 
ry, that are uſually mentioned in exchanges, which 
would be too long for this work; and as I am now 
ſpeaking with, and have confined my diſcourſe in 
this work to the inland tradeſmen, of England, I 
think it would be as unprofitable to them to med- 
dle with this, as it would be difficult to them to 
underſtand it. 

J return therefore to the ſubject in hand, as well 
as to the people to whom I have all along directed 
my diſcourſe. 

- Tno' the Inland tradeſmen do not, and need not 
acquaint themſelves with the manner of foreign ex- 
changes, yet there is a great deal of buſineſs done 
by exchange among our ſelves, and at home, and in 
which our inland trade is chiefly concerned; and 
as this is the reaſon why I ſpeak ſo much, and re- 
pear it ſo often to the tradeſman for whoſe inſtruc- 
tion I am writing, that he ſhould maintain the cre- 


dit of his bills, ſo.it may not be amiſs to give the 


Tradeſman ſome directions concerning ſuch Bills. 


1. A very great part of the bills drawn out of 
the ſeveral counties in England upon the tradeſmen 
in London, ſuch as factors and ware-houſe-keepers, 
are made payable to the General Receivers of the ſe- 
veral taxes and duties, Cuſtoms and exciſes which 
are levied in the country in ſpecie, and the 
money is remitted by thoſe collectors and receivers 


on account of thoſe duties; This generally appears 


by the bills or endorſements, which often mention 


| As theſe words, for his Majeſty's uſe; in this caſe 


#default of payment of any of theſe bills, after be- 
ing accepted, expoſes the Tradeſman to the terror as 


well as to the terrible operation of an extent; which 
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would, 4 leaft mizhr. be to his utter ruin and undo- 
ing; not only his credit is blaſted, but his whole 
fortune and figure is demoliſhed at once, for an ex- 
tent tears all to pieces. | 


2. Hz is to conſider, that in other Bills where 
there is not the immediate hazard of an extent, yet 
the bills themſelves paſs frequently from one hand 
to another by endorſement, and if the bill comes to 
be proteſted afterwards and returned, it goes back 
again thro' all thoſe hands with this mark of the 
Tradeſman's diſgrace upon it, namely that it has been 
accepted, but that the man who accepted it is not 
able to pay it, than which nothing can expoſe the 
Tradeſman more. | % © 


z. He is to conſider that the grand charaQeri- 
ſtick of a Tradeſman, and by which credit is ra- 
ted, is this of paying his bills well or ill. If any 
man goes to the neighbours or dealers of a Tradeſman 
to enquire of his credit, his fame in bnſineſs, which 
is often done upon almoſt every extraordina- 
ry occaſion, the firſt queſtion is, how does he pay 
his Bills? As when we go to a maſter or miſtreſs 
to enquire. the character of a maid-ſervant, one of 
the firſt queſtions generally is of her probity, I fhe 
honeſt ? ſo here, it you would be able to judge the 
man, your firſt queſtion is, What for a paymaſter 
is he? how does he pay his bills? ſtrongly intimating, 
and indeed very reaſonably, that if he lin cre- 
dit, or any regard to his credit, he will be ſure 
to pay his bills well; and if he does not pay his 
bills well, he cannot be ſound at bottom, becauſe 
he would never ſuffer a ſlur there,, if it were poſſi- 
ble for him to avoid it. On the other hand, if a 
Tradeſman pays his bills punctually, let whatever * 
other ſlur be upon his reputation, his credit will 
hold. good. I knew a man in the city who * 

3 ! 
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© Ml occafions'of buſineſs iſſued promiſſory notes; or 


notes under his hand, at ſuch or ſuch time, and 
it was for an immenſe ſum of money that he gave 
out ſuch notes: ſo that they became frequent in 
trade, and at length people began to carry them a- 
bout to diſcount, which leſſened the Gentleman ſo 
much, (tho' he was really a man of ſubſtance) that 
his bills went at laſt at 20 per cent. diſcount, or 
more; and yet this man maintained his credit by 
this, that tho' he would always take as much time 
as he could get in theſe notes, yet when they came 


due they were ily Fer paid to a day; 
or 


no man came twice is money. 

Tunis was a trying caſe, for tho upon the mul- 
titude of his notes that were out, and by reaſon of 
the large diſcount given upon them, his credit at firſt 


ſuffered exceedingly, and men began to talk very du- 


biouſly of him; yet upon the punctual diſcharge 
of them when due, it began preſently to be taken 


notice of, and ſaid openly how well he paid his 
notes; upon which preſently the rate of his diſcount 
fell, and in a ſhort time all his notes were at par; 
ſo that punctual payment, in ſpight of rumour (and of 
a rumour not ſo ill grounded as rumours generally are) 


| prevailed, and eſtabliſhed the credit of the perſon, who 


was indeed rich at bottom, but might have found it 
har enough to have ſtood it, if as his bills had a 
high diſcount upon them they had been ill paid too. 
All which confirms what I have hitherto alledged, 
namely, of how much concern it is for a Tradeſman to 
pay his Bills, and promiſſory notes very punctually. 

I might argue how much it is in his intereſt ro 
do ſo, and how it enables him to coin as many bills 
as he pleaſes; in ſhort, a man whoſe notes are cur- 
rently paid, and the credit of whoſe bills is eſtabliſh'd 


y their being punctually paid, has an infinite advan- 


e in Trade; he is a bank to himſelf, he can ax | 
at bargains he pleaſes,” no advantage in buſineſs 


ta 
. | 
| offers 
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offers but he can graſp at it, for his Notes are as cur- 
rent as another man's caſh; if he buys at Time in 
the country, he has nothing to do but to order 
them to draw for their money when it is due, and 

he [gains all the time given in the bills into the 
bargain. 195 7 

Ir he knows what he buys, and how to put it 
off, he buys a thouſand pounds worth of goods at 
once, ſells them for leſs time than he buys them at, 
and pays them with their own money. I might 
ſwell this diſcourſe to a volume by it ſelf, to ſer out 
the particular profit that ſuch a man may make of his 
— and how he can raiſe what ſums he will, by 
buying goods, and by ordering the people who he 
is to pay in the country, to draw bills on him: Nor 
is it any loſs to thoſe he buys of, for as all the re- 
mitters of money know his bills, and they are cur- 
rently paid, they never ſcruple delivering their mo- 
ney upon his bills, ſo that the countryman or ma- 
nufacturer is effectually ſupplied, and the time gi- 
ven in the bill is the property of the current dealer 
on whom they are drawn. 

Bur then let me add a caution here for the beſt 
of tradeſmen not to negleR, viz. As the Tradeſman 
ſhould take care to pay his bills and notes currently, 
ſo, that he may do it, he muſt be careful what 
notes he iſſues out, and how he ſuffers others to draw 
on him. He that is careful of his reputation in 
buſineſs, will alſo be cautious not to let any man 
he deals with over-draw him, or Draw upon him 
before the Money Drawn for is due: And as to 
Notes promiſſory, or under his hand, he is careful 
not to give out ſuch notes but on good occaſions, 
and where he has the effeRs in his hand to anſwer 
them; this keeps his caſh whole, and preſerves his 
ability of performing and punctually paying when 
the notes become due; and the want of this cautio 
has ruined the reputation of a tradeſman many times, 
| when 


366 _....:The Complete 
when he might otherwiſe have preſerved himſelf in 
as good credit and condition as other men. 
' - + ALL theſe cautions are made thus needful on ac- 
count of that one uſeful maxim, that the Tradeſman's 
ALL depends upon his punctual complying with 
the payment of his bills. I conclude this work with 
obſerving that many tradeſmen, in the country eſpe- 
cially, being ignorant of the form of drawing bills, 
it may be uſeful to give them ſuch forms as will al- 
ways paſs with the beſt and moſt experienced deal- 
ers, as follows: | _. | 


1. The form of a bill drawn for money remitted, 
and payable at a certain time after fight or ac- 
ceptance: 
| Norwich, Aug. 6. 1725. Exchange for J. 5 oo oo 

5 SIR, | 
| A T fourteen days after ſight hereof, pray pay 

e 


to Mr. 4 B or to his order, 
ſum of twenty and five pounds, value received 
of him, and place the ſame to account, as per advice 


from, 


SIR, 
Tour very bumble Servant, 
To Mr. 1 F. bat the | e D. 


2. Tux form of a bill drawn for money lent and 
drawn payable from che date of the bill: 
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Colchefler, Aug. 10. 1725. Exchange for l. 43 r5 07 
SIR, 1 
T fourteen days after the date hereof, pleaſe 
do pay to Mr. 4 B-—— or to his or- 
der, forty and three pounds, fifteen ſhillings, and 
ſeven pence, value in account, as per advice. 


SIR, 
7 M 26 
9 in * D. E. 


3. OTHxR circumſtances may alter the form, as 
when a bill is drawn payable to another, bur 
without any endorſer, the perſon uſual being 
lately deceaſed ; then the form 1s as follows : 


London, Aug. 17, 1725. Exchange for J. os % 00 
| SIR, | \ 
X T fourteen days after the date hereof, pray 
pay to Mr. Fobn Lacy the ſum of one hun- 
dred pounds ſterling, value of himſelf, and place ir 
to account, as per advice, | 


To Mr. 2 5. near F G 
|  Blackwell-hall, London. + Is 


4- ANOTHER form is when your friend that, you 

draw upon knows that you intend ſuch a par- 

ticular draft, and has conſented you ſhould, 
then you draw thus : 


vo [ / — 
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£ London, Ang. 6. 1725. Exchange for J 30 oo © 


XI fourteen days after fight hereof, pray pay 
LF A to Mr. George St. George, or order, the ſum 


of thirty pounds, as per your own order, value in 
your ſelf, and place the fame to account of, 


Tour moſt humble Servant, 


To Mr. K — | * 
in Sice lane, London. | G. K. 


' ANOTHER is when there needs no advice, 
as is often the caſe, then thus: 


London, Aug. 6, 1725. Exchange for I. 37 18 06 

SIR, | 

T fourteen days after the date hereof, pleaſe to 

ay to Mr. K—— 4—— or his order, the 

ſum of thirty ſeven pounds, eighteen ſhillings, and 
{ix pence, without farther advice, value received. 


Tour moſt humble Servant., 
To Mr. Ralph EH | 
2 QO. 
Jam, c. 


. 
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INTRODUCTION, 


HE Succeſs of this Undertaking, and 
the kind reception the Performance has 


met with, is {o well known, that I need 
do no more than mention it as a reaſon 
of what is to follow, namely, that the volume 
having ſwell'd beyond its intended bulk, by the 
neceflary abundance of the ſubject, and there not 
being room to bring in ſome things which the 
author had otherwiſe enlarg'd upon, he is call'd 
upon to communicate them to the World, even 
by many of the readers, who, finding them only 
hinted at in abridg'd terms, and thinking them 
as neceſſary as any other part of the work, are 
deſirous to have the whole finiſhed for their own 
and the general advantage. ed 4.4 
As this is the true reaſon of this e 
ſo it is a ſufficient and juſtifiable reaſon, and is 
introduction enough to it; for we have no room 


to ſpare for more preamble than is neceſſary. 
” Tug 
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Tux ſubject is extenſive enough to have made 
a ſecond volume, and many uſeful things might 
have been brought in, but the author was un- 
willing, while he preſſes the young Tradeſman 
to frugality, to make the very Arguments for good 
2 be more expenſive to him than neceſ- 
ſary, and thereby prompt him to extravagance 
in order to learn prudence. | 

And the Editor (himſelf a Tradeſman, ) is ſo con- 
ſidering of his fellow ſhop-keepers, and ſo far from 
encroaching upon them in this Supplement, that 
he gives notice to all the friends of this underta- 
king, that to all thoſe who have bought the book 
this Supplement ſhall be deliver'd gratis. By which 
they will be fully conyinc'd he makes no gain of 
the encreaſe. | 


2 al, 


CHAP. I. 


Of the Tradeſman borrowing Money 
to carry on his Trade, and paying 
Imereſt for it: And a word or two 

of Extortion, Diſcounting, &c. 


\ FFANY arc the difficulties and diſtreſſes of 
the poor Tradeſman, when he comes to 
be ſtraiten'd for money in his Buſineſs; no man 
is able to judge of them but they who fall into 
the calamity of them; and many are the ſhifts 
and turns, the projects and contrivances tradeſmen 
are driven to by the neceſſity of their circum- 
ſtances to get out of thoſe ſtraits and difficulties ; 
which tho* they are ways ſucceſsful, and 
SE, SIE & B17 when 
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when they are not ſo, always leave him in a ſtate 
of Decreaſe worſe and weaker than they find him 
yet as ſome times they do ſucceed, and at leaſt do 
extricate him out of the immediate difficulty that 
preſſes and pinches him at that time, he thinks all 
the reſt worth venturing; as a man drowning in 
the ſea will land, and get on ſhore upon the Coaſt, 
that is before him, tho? he knows it to be an un- 
inhabited iſland, where he is almoſt ſure to periſh, 
with all other kind of extremities, ſuch as Cold, 
Nakedneſs, want of Habitation, Aſſiſtance, and 
at laſt meer want of Bread or Food. But the 
matter is, while he is ſwimming the water is at 
his mouth, if he does not make the land, or ſtretch 
out his limbs a few more ſtrokes he ſinks and 
drowns that very moment: On the ſhore he may 
die, but here he muſt, here he ſees immediate 
deſtruction, there he ſees immediate life; what if 
it be but the delay of a few hours, tis better in 

proſpect than ſinking that moment into the Sea. 
Just thus the diſtreſs'd Tradeſman, he ſees him- 
ſelf in an ocean of buſineſs, and on that account 
involy'd in difficulties, ſurrounded with the im- 
portunity of his Bills; other demands alſo come 
thick upon him, debts come ſlowly in, money is 
wanting, and what can he do? He has perhaps 
committed ſome of the miſtakes caution'd againſt 
in the preceding Chapter; he has launch'd out of 
his depth in Trade, he has taken roo great cre- 
dit while his credit was good, and given too great 
credit to thoſe, whoſe credit was not ſo good; his 
payments did not come due before their payments 
were due alſo, and ſhould have been made to an- 
ſwer it; But the difference lies here, when their 
payments are due they can treſpaſs upon their cre- 
dit, and put him off with words inſtead of mo- 
ney, from one day to another, and perhaps from 
one week and month to another. But bills are 
B 2 drawa 
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' drawn on him from the country, payable at the 
preciſe time that his debts are due, for the coun- 
trymen cannot ſtay for their money; theſe bills 
are accepted, that he cannot avoid, and his credit 
is at ſtake, and in the utmoſt ſtate of deſperation 
if. they are not paid; for, as I obſerved, if the 
Tradeſman does not pay his bills currently when 
they are accepted and become due, he not only 
weakens his credit with his Creditor, or Employer 
who draws, but with the whole town. Bills run 
from one Tradeſman to another, then to the 
Goldſmith, or to the Bank, and are endors'd from 
hand to hand, and every one of theſe hears of 
it if the Tradeſman delays payment: His cre- 
dit is bandied about at the diſcretion of every 
little fellow, nay, at the diſcretion of thoſe that 
have no diſcretion : He is inſulted at his door by 
thoſe that demand payment; and on the Ex- 
change, when the people meet there, thro' whole 
hands the bill may have paſs'd. Sir, ſays a mer- 
chant to his cuſtomer that paid that bill to 
him for money, what did you give me that bill 
for, I can't get the money? not the money, Sir! 
ſays che cuſtomer, why, the bill is due, and 1 
thought he had been a very good man; ſure your 
prey have not been with him for it; or if the 

ave been at his houſe, they did not ſpeak wi 
him. I tell you, ſays the merchant, they have 
both been there, and have ſpoken with him too, 
but he pur them off from time to time; I thought 
he had been a good man too, but I find he 1s a 
ſhuffling fellow. Well Sir, ſays the cuſtomer, be- 
ing a man in good credit, I beg your pardon, | 
wou'd not have given you the trouble if I had not 
thought it had been good, and wou'd have been 
currently paid: Pray ſend your man to me as ſoon 
as you come home, and I'll 


Ill take no more bills upon him I we 
9 | c 
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Tre merchant ſends back the bill, and his 
cuſtomer ſolves his own credit by pa ing the mo- 
ney, but the Tradeſman's credit affen indelible 
reproach z and neither of theſe two dealers (to be 
ſure) will trade with him, or take his bills any 
more. The laſt man having taken back the bill 
ſends it once more for payment, and with re- 

roaches ſufficient, and ſuch bitter words as wound 
the Tradeſman's ears, as well as his credit; but 
what can he do? he has not money, he may go 
and dun thoſe that owe him enough to reſtore 
him, and anſwer all his demands. Burt they are 
in the ſame condition, and give him only words 
ſo he is forc'd to put off again; and what is the 
coniequence? why, this man returns the bill ro 
another, and he to another; till at laſt, he that 
had it out of the country being concern'd for 
the clothier that drew it, or perhaps doubting 
the clothier too, and willing to keep two ſtrings, 
as we call it, to the bow, fatisfies himſelf not 
to return the bill, but ſends an officer to the 
diſtreſs'd Tradeſman, and arreſts him for the 
money: This part brings an encreaſe of miſchiefs 
to him. Firſt, There's farther diſgrace, for, he 
is fain to be beholding to friends to bail him; and 
that, by the way, is expoſing him too; and ſome- 
times of as bad a kind as any: Then there are the 


charges to the officers for their dear bought civi- 


lity; and at the offices, and to an attorney; and 
after all he is oblig'd to pay the bill as ſoon as he 
gets a little caſh, with all the charges of the Plain» 

tiff too. | 
Tnus, for a bill of 40 or pol. he is publickly 
expoſed and perſonally inſulted ; is perplex d and 
pitifully plunder'd; and when he makes an end 
of it, as he muſt do, he pays perhaps firſt and 
laſt five, or fix, or ſeven pound charges; and at 
the ſame time, the perſon ſuing him fails not ta 
Þ 3 rail 
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rail plentifully at him to the clothier in the coun. 
try, by which means his credit is as much ſunk 
With him, ho the bill is paid, as if it had never 
been paid at all. 3 | 

Now take the Tradeſman in the middle of 
his firſt anxieties upon ſuch a caſe as this, and be- 
fore it comes this length; the bill is payable on 
ſuch a day, and that day is at hand, and perhaps 
he has more bills running upon him, at the ſame 
time; the proſpect is frightful, and he is in the 
utmoſt perplexity about it: His credit, which he 
knows is the baſis of his whole proſperity, is at 
ſtake, and in the utmoſt danger; if his credit 
is gone, he is gone; he has, as is ſaid before, 
launch'd out too far; and tho' he has ſufficient to 
pay all his debts, if he was to wind up, and eve- 
ry body was to pay him what they owe; yet, as 
he is not giving over, and he has given large cre- 

dit, and cannot get his money in, what ſhall he 
do? he ſees ruin juſt at the door, what courſe 
muſt he take? I'll enlarge upon the diſtreſsd part 
again. But firſt let us ſee the ſnare before hi 
that is the preſent point in hand. Juſt in this diſ- 
treſs comes a neighbouring Scrivener to him, 
who knows not a word of all this, and the man's 
credit ws et perfectly good, makes an offer 
to him to lodge ſome money in his hand, ( ſo he 
calls it, pretending tis from a client who has ſome 
money to diſpoſe of, and wants a good man to 
take it) and that being ſatisfied in him, order'd 
him to come and make him the offer. (theſe arc 
the common preambles of ſuch gentlemen, who, 
before the publick funds took up all the looſe mo- 
ney inthe kingdom, us'd to find it difficult to get 
their clients money put out) In a word, he ot- 
fers to lend him 700 J. upon Intereſt. 

TEE Tradeſman ſecretly furpriz'd with joy at 
dhe offer, yet prudently makes ſome heſitations 
81 | Al 
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at borrowing ſo large a ſum, making a preamble 
likewiſe pon = {ide — the hard Ni of paying 
intereſt for money in trade, yet boldly at laſt ac- 
ts the offer, and takes the money: away he 
goes home fully furniſh'd, pays his Bills honou- 
rably, and the flood that was breaking in upon 
him is thus damm'd out for the preſent, ſo he is 
made eaſie for that time. 
Arx ſometime other propoſals, of like kind, 


come in, and he is offered five hundred pounds 


more by another perſon, and ſo on, till the man 
embarks himſelf to the tune of four or five thou- 
ſand pounds loan, for which he ſtands charg'd 
with a certain dead payment of two hundred and 
fifty pounds a year intereſt money, which muſt 
be paid, and that, as currently too, as a Bill of 
Exchange, or the conſequence is diſmal; the leaſt 
baulk of the Intereſt is a hint to the creditor to 
call in the principal. 

Bor let us go back to the Tradeſman at 
his firſt borrowing : as ſoon as he has got the 
money, he pays all his Bills off, as I ſaid above, 
and having by this means, perhaps, a thouſand 
pounds or two in caſh, and which to him is a 
tempting article, he falls preſently into this falſe 
logick with himſelf: well, /ays be, it is true here's 
2 great annual payment to go out for intereſt; 
bur what then? Sure I may afford to pay five 
pounds per Cent. for money, I am ſure I get ten 
fer Cent. by all the goods I ſell, and 'tis hard if 
I ſhou'd be hurt by paying out five per Cent. I 
can be in no danger; it is only encreaſing my bu- 
ſineſs a little, and I ſhall do well enough; and upon 
this, having as I ſaid one thouſand, or ſuppoſe two 
thouſand pounds of the money in his Caſh cheſt, 
which gives life to his adventurous thoughts, 
away he goes to his counting-houſe, and writes 
large orders into the country for goods, which 
| TR T4 come 
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come readily up, and he ſees his ſhop or his ware. 
houſe pil'd up to the ceiling with Bales, and then 
he goes among his cuſtomers to bring them in to 
buy, and they all go off: ſo far as this, all is well; 
but give me leave to add, there is Death in the 
pot; *tis all but like a patient in a violent diſeaſe, 
taking a ſtrong opiate to doſe his ſenſes, and aſ- 
ſwage the immediate Torment; for they perform 
no cure, bur their ſtrength being expended the 
pains return with more violence than ever, and 
the opiate mult not only be renew'd but en- 
creas'd, nay perhaps doubled in quantity, till at 
laſt it becomes morral it ſelf, and he is kill'd by 
the very medicine which he apply'd to for cure: 

To apply the ſimile which is Appoſite and poin- 
ted to the caſe, and in my experience of things, 
I have ſeen it thus, (viz.) that a Tradeſman ta- 
king in money thus upon intereſt, and running 
farther into trade upon credit, has been forc'd to 
ſtop at laſt, that is to 15 to break, tho' with 
fifty thouſand pounds in his hand upon intereſt, 
and yet has had a much larger ſum * him, 
and in good debts too, ſo that upon this ſtop he 
has been able to pay twenty ſhillings in the pound, 
and have a good eſtate left, having only time given 
him for payment. 

Bur then take it with you too; tho' upon 
winding up the bottom, ſuch a Tradeſman has 
been able to ſhow an Over-ballance, and to have 
ſufficient to pay as above, tho? even that is a kind 
of a prodigy too in trade; yet, as I ſaid, it was 
upon winding off the Bottom, and the Bottom 
muſt be wound off too to do it, for ſuch a Tradel- 
man cannot expect to go on, till the Bottom is 
wound off, and then, as his integrity appear'd, 
and as far as his remaining ſtock will allow, he 
might trade again, but very little farther. 


Bur 
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Bur it will neceſſarily occur to enquire into the 
caſe as ſtated above, where is the Tradeſman's 
error? and if he had borrowed five thouſand 

ounds, and had two of it to ſpare, what ſhou'd 

e do? muſt he keep a dead caſh, and pay Inte- 
reſt for money he did not employ ? was not tra- 
ding with ir, the way to pay the intereſt of it? 
and the only way too to do it with advantage, fo 
as to do himſelf no harm by the Intereſt, ſeein 
he could make ten per Cent. by the trade, and pai 
but five per Cent. where then was he in fault? 

Mr anſwer to this, tho' it may ſeem difficult, 
is very plain. 

Tut Tradeſman was embarraſs'd, he had com- 
mitted a fault at firſt : he had, as I call it above, 
launch'd out beyond himſelf, out of his Depth in 
trade: he had taken too much credit, and given 
too much credit, or as the dullneſs of his debtors 
made it prove, he had given too long credit, and 
taken too ſhort ; ſo that his payments became 
due before his people whom he had truſted, could 
pay, and this had drawn him into debt by the 
baſeneſs of his cuſtomers, and he was at his wits 
end for Money: now to deliver him from this 
diſtreſs, and juſt in the criſis of his affairs, comes 
a kind offer, and another, and another, and he 
takes in five thouſand pounds upon intereſt, and 
with this he diſchargesall his immediate demands, 
and he has two thouſand pounds in caſh. 

Tavs far is very well, but this three thouſand 
pounds which he had paid off, tho? it clear'd his 
hands of the bills running at that time upon him, and 
perhaps of ſome new payments growing due, had 
not, we'll ſuppoſe, clear'd all the demands which 
were like to grow upon him, before he could 
receive an equal value of the debts which he had 
abroad; but that thoſe demands yet behind, wou'd 
come upon him flill, before he ſhou'd be able to 
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get his own debts in to anſwer them, and then, 
notwithſtanding the great ſupply he had receiy'd, 
he wou'd be in the very ſame condition which he 
was in before; with this addition to his misfor- 
tunes, which he had not before, namely, if his 
reputation ſuffered the leaſt ſhock now, the len- 
ders wou'd all come upon him for their money, 
and call it in, perhaps, all rogether. 

Bur had he acted with due prudence, he ſhou'd 
Arſt have conſidered his circumſtances at the time 
of borrowing, as a falſe ſtep, which he ought 
thoroughly, and effectually, to have deliver'd 
himſelf from, and in the firſt place by the kind loan 
which his friends had made him. 

2. He ſhou'd have taken care then, with the 
utmoſt diligence and application, to have got in 
ſome of his debts, rubb'd up his debtors, as they 
call it, the backwerdneſs of whoſe payments had 
run him into ſoch difficulties, and obliged him 
to take ſuch deſperate meaſures, to ſupport his 
affairs. And 
3. As he muſt, or ought to remember (for a 
Tradeſman is ſuppos'd, always, both to know and 
conſider) that credit cannot be bought roo dear, 
or valu'd too high; he ought to have * 
his hand from buying, and forborn to launch far- 
ther out, till he was ſure things wou'd come round 
in time to anſwer his Bills. 

On the contrary, neglecting this caution and 
running into the ſame miſtake he was in at firft, 
and that too raſhly, and before he had effeCtually 
' recovered the blow; at the end or revolution of 
another period of payment, he finds himſelf juſt in 
the ſame dilemma that he had been in before, and 
having no more friendly offers of loan preſenting 
themſelves, he ſuffers a Blot upon his Reputation 
for want of paying his Bills; this ſpreads among 
the people who had lent him money upon 2 

| IC 
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reſt, and they call in their money, which gives 
him the mortal wound, and he never recoyers z 
a Commiſſion of Bankrupt follows, and the man 
is undone, tho” able at bottom to pay twenty ſhil- 
lings in the pound. 

He that borrows upon Intereſt ſhou'd be ſure 
to apply the loan to cure that wound, or ſtop that 
breach, which made it firſt neceſſary to him to 
borrow z or elſe, the loan ſinks him deeper into 
the calamity than it found him: he ought to con- 
ſider, whether he may not be as hard diſtreſsd to 
pay back the loan, as he was to pay what the 
oan paid for him, and whether he may not want 
money as much then, as now. 

THERE is a vulgar error in trade concerning 
borrowing money upon intereſt; ſome think no 
man ſhou'd borrow money upon intereſt, but he 
whoſe neceſſity obliges him to do it, for the im- 
mediate ſupport of his credit, and preventing his 
ruine, which 1s perhaps threarned, and that then, 
as ſoon as he is able to refund it, he ſhould pay 
it off again, to rid himſelf of the dangerous ex- 
pence in the payment of intereſt ; and thoſe are of 
opinion, that no Tradeſman can afford to pay inte- 
reſt for money : this I think is, indeed, carrying 
the thing to a more rigid extreme than it oughr 
to be carried, and there may be ſome exceptions 
to this, as there are to moſt general rules. 

For on the contrary, *tis the man that has a 
flowing trade, and the command of his buſineſs, 
that drives a great ready money trade, and is ſure 
not to truſt any man longer than other men truſt 
him, and that reſolves never to do otherwiſe; if 
this man pays intereſt for as much more money 
than he has, or for as much as he can readily em- 
ploy, it will never hurt him: the running out 
into too much trade, muſt be when the Tradeſ- 
man takes ſhort credit, and gives long; on the 

| | Contra” 
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contrary, he that buys at fix months, and ſells 
for three months, unleſs it be that the men he 
pives credit to, take more time than they agree for, 
he can never run out, unleſs the goods he buys 
do not {ell. | 

SOME ready money traders, are yet oblig'd to 
keep ſuch vaſt ſtocks of Goods by them unfold, 
that they- are ſometimes ruin'd that way ; but he 
that buys for credit, and ſells for ready money, or 
very ſmall credit, is always ſafe; he can never 
run out, and he is the only man that can ſafely 
borrow money upon Intereſt, that is to ſay, for 
any conſiderable ſum z the reaſon is plain, his trade 
' mult encreaſe with the loan he takes up, and in 
Proportion to it, or elſe he has no uſe for the 
money he borrows, and ſo will return it of courſe; 
bur if he ſees he can employ more money than he 
has, and that he pains more than the intereft he 
pays will ballance, and that it returns as ſoon ; he 
knows then, how much money ſoever he bor- 
rows, he gains ſo much by it above the intereſt, 
befides the difference of the credit given and taken 
for exchange. 

A. finds he has bought the value of three 
thouſand pounds in Salt-Peter, or Pepper at an In- 
dian ſale, but if he could buy fix thouſand pounds 
value at the ſame rate, he has a cuſtomer for them 
a very good pay-maſter, who will give him after 
the rate of eight per Cent. profit, whereas if he 
does not buy them, ſuch a man will; upon this 
he borrows three thouſand pounds, at five per 
Cent. intereſt, of a Scrivener, and he buys the 
goods, ſells them . for above three per Cent. 
profit more than the intereſt he pays comes to, 
and has his money in caſh again, time enough to 
repay the Scrivener at his time: at this way of 
calculating, A is ſure to gain three per Cent. and 
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by borrowing this money, and if he has his re- 
turn ſooner, as may be the caſe, then he gains 
ſtill ſo much more, as the difference of the money 
comes to, at five per Cent. per Ann. for the diffe- 
rence of time. 

On the other hand, he that gives longer credit 
than he takes, tho' he gains ten per Cent. and pays 
but five per Cent. may fave nothing: example; 
ſuppoſe he is truſted bur fix months, and he truſts 
his cuſtomers twelve months, if he pays five per 
Cent. intereſt for the money, and yet ſhou'd (ell 
the goods for ten per Cent. profit, it's plain he 
gains nothing, and acts with diſadvantge into the 
account, (viz.) that be runs the riſque of the 
perſon he truſts, and makes no profit, either for 
trouble or hazard. 

By truſting his cuſtomers twelve months, I 
am not ſuggeſting that any Tradeſman in his wits, 
ſells his goods by contract for twelve months 
truſt, ſo that he cannot alk for his money as due 
under twelve months; but I ſpeak this upon the 
ordinary uſage of trade, and which is always ex- 
plain'd in the former work: a wholeſale man deals 
with another Tradeſman, ſuppoſe a ſhop-keeper z 
he trades with him upon the general credit of his 
dealing; the ſhop-keeper goes on buying and pay- 
ing, he does not examine when every particular 
parcel of goods is due, but he buys as he wants 
goods, and he pays as he can ſpare money; and 
as he is a Current man, and buys great quantities, 
he is eſteemed a good cuſtomer z yet if you come 
to look into his accounts, his parcels — his pay- 
ments anſwer one another, perhaps after the rate 
of nine to ten and twelve months credit, nor does 
he think himſelf a bad pay · maſter, or the ware- 
houſe man think him a bad chap and yer I muſh 
add, thar if the ware-houſe man paid intereſt for 
his money, tho' but at five per Cent. per Ann. — 
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leſs he got more than ten per Cent. by this cuſto- 
mer, he wou'd loſe money out of pocket by all 
the goods he ſold him. 

THis is a reflection worth every Tradeſman's 
while to make, and very well to conſider of, eſ- 
pecially ſuch as incline to take up money at five 

Cent. intereſt. | | 

Bur beſides this, there is another particular to 
be conſidered in the caſe, and that is, that all the 
while theſe goods, or any part, or fag end of 
them lye by in the ware houſe unſold, all that 
while the poor Tradeſman pays intereſt for the 
money that bought them; and this very article 
ſometimes, if duly deducted from the profits, eats 
thro' the whole bargain, and if the Tradeſman 
wou'd keep an account of profit and loſs, wou'd 
deſtroy the whole profit of his trade. 

In a word, intereſt of money is a canker-worm 
in trade, that is to ſay, upon the Tradeſman's pro- 
fir, it cats thro' and thro', and conſumes him un- 
awares; not one Tradſeman in fifty ſtates to him- 
ſelf the true nature of it: it cats thro' his ready 
money, for it takes nothing for payment, bur its 
own kind, it makes no defalcation or abatement 
for bad debts, or diſaſters of any kind; whatever 
- loſs the Tradeſman meets with, the uſurer muſt 
be paid; whoever the Tradeſman compounds 
with, he makes no compoſition, unleſs tis at laſt 
of all, and that he is forc'd, by the ruin of the 
Tradeſman, to compound for both principal and 
intereſt, when, perhaps, by the mere intereſt, he 
has had his principal two or three times over; 
and this brings me to another terrible article up- 
on a Tradeſman, and that is extortion. 

Ir it is thus fatal to the Tradeſman to pay but 
the moderate Intereſt of the money, at F per Cent. 
which we call lawful Intereſt, what then muſt it 
be when heiscncroach'd upon either by the Lend- 
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er, or, which is as bad, by the Procurer, or Scri- 
vener, or Banker, under the fly and ruinous arti- 
cles call'd Procuration, Continuation, Premio, and 
the like; theſe are when the poor debtor is ap- 

ently in need of the loan; and that it appears 
bow not in condition to refund the money : And 
tho' perhaps he has given good ſecurity for the 
money, ſo that they are in no danger of the lo- 
ſing it, yet thoſe people never want artifices or 
pretences to hook in new and frequent conſide- 
— by way of addition to the ordinary In- 
tere lt. 

Ir is too mean a ſubject for the preſent work 
to expoſe here the cuſtomary encroachments of 
Uſurers, Money-Lenders, Scriveners, c. it has 
been done many times, and ſeveral ways; and they 
have been made the ſcandal of the times. But 
my buſineſs is not with them, it is to the Tradeſ- 
men that I am directing my argument, to admo- 
niſh them againſt taking up, or borrowing mo- 
ney, as being dangerous to them tho' there was 
no extortion practis'd at all; and tho' they were 
only to pay the ſimple Intereſt for the loan : And 
the Reaſons are evident, the payment of Intereſt 
is certain, the profits of Trade are uncertain and 
undoubtful; the Tradeſman runs hazards of __ 
kinds in his buſineſs, and if his profits fink at all 
by thoſe hazards, the Intereſt of money, which 
bears no ſhare in the hazard, immediately breaks 
ſo far into his capital; and if any man will caft 
up the hazards, and value them in due proportions, 
as nice gameſters do the chances of the Dice, 
they ſhall find that if a Tradeſman, ſuppoſe him 
to have no ſtock but ſuch as he borrows upon 
Intereſt, was to gain 20 per Cent. by his whole 
ſale of goods: and pay but 5 per Cent. Intereſt 
for the money, yet that 5 per Cent. ſhall, in the 
end, be his ruin; unleſs he can be ſuppos d to 
trade under two qualifications. 1. To 
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1. To give no credit. 
2. To ſuſtain no loſſes. 
Tnxsz are two circumſtances which indeed! 
muſt except. But then they are ſuch as are hardy 
to be found any where in Trade. It is true, 1 
have heard of ſome tradeſmen who pretended to 
write over their Counting-houſe door: 7 give e- 
tate no Credit. But ſuch, or moſt of them that 
ever I met with, who pretended to this, ought 
rather to have written as a bold fellow did that 
had broke three times before, and ſet up a fourth 
time, 


sg 


« I truſt no body, and no body will truſt me. 


But ſpeaking of Trade, where is the Tradeſ. 
man that can live and give no credit? and where 
the Tradeſman that gives credit and ſuſtains no 
loſſes ? or at leaſt is ſecure that he ſhall not? And 
if he ſuffers loſſes he is in an ill caſe to pay Inte- 
reſt for money; at leaſt he is ſo much the le 
able ro pay Intereſt. Borrowing money upon 
Intereſt may, in any accidental diſtreſs, deliver 
a Tradeſman from a preſent difficulty, ſupply an 
exigence, and anſwer the end juſt then before 
him; and wou'd the man that borrows be imme- 
diately careful, as before, to pay off the Loan, and 
the Intereſt with all poſſible ſpeed, looking on it 
as a loſs ſuſtained meerly for preſent relief, hc 
wou'd be ſo far in the right; 2 nothing in this 
diſcourſe is meant to perſuade a Tradeſman not 
to borrow in an exigence. | 
But to borrow in the exigence, and not uſe 
the loan to free him from it only, but to be 
prompted by ir to run farther in, and to launch 
into more buſineſs, when he has cmbarra(s'd him- 
ſelf too much by the ſame inadvertence before, 
this, is nothing but going to work immediately 
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to deprive himſelf of the benefir, which the loan 
might have been to him, and effectually ſecuring 
to himſelf the return of that very calamity, which 
the loan wou'd, had it been rightly apply'd, have 
fay'd him from. 
. Ler every Tradeſman be cautious how he en- 
creaſes his trade upon a borrow'd ſtock if he has 
a capital ſtock of his own, yet he ought to be 
careful, and keep within bounds ; bur to launch 
out upon a borrow'd fund, is, in ſhort, putting 
do ſea in a ſtorm, and quitting a ſafe harbour, for 
hazardous voyage; tis in trade, juſt what a ſea- 
man is on a lee ſhore, if his anchor come home, 
and he cannot ride out the ſtorm, he is infalli- 
bly loſt, nothing can ſave him from running a- 
{ ſhore among the rocks, where he muſt be daſhed 
to pieces without remedy. 7 
THERE is a very unhappy practice, lately grown 

into uſe, among the more neceſſitous part of Tradeſ- 
men, and which is infallibly ruinous and deſtruc- 
tive to them in the end, or at leaſt, as far as it 
goes; This is paſſing and repaſſing promiſſory 
notes, or bills endorſed by one another recipro- 
cally, and drawn upon themſelves, ſo it may be 
called, for the preſent ſupply of caſh, and ſup- 
port of their affairs, and in which they are, in- 
deed, extortioners upon themſelves. - 
| Tunis miſchievous practice began principally a- 
mong merchants, and perſons trading in foreign 
parts; when they have been at ſome extraordina- 
ry pinch for money, ſuppoſe it be that the mer- 
chant has a ſhip laden with Wines come into the 
river, and he wants a ſum of money immediately, 
to enter them at the Cuſtom-Houſe, and pay the 
duties, which Wines being enter'd, and duties 
ſo paid, will preſently come to market, and reim- 
burſe him the money 
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Tux merchant not having money enough 


in caſh, but being in full credit upon the Ex- 
change, and having a friend at Amſterdam, that 


he knows he may treſpals upon, and that will 


honour his bills, he draws upon him for two thou- 
ſand pounds ſterl. payable at two «/ance, that is, 
two months: upon this draught he immediately 
receives the money upon the Exchange, for the 
Exchange of London is the merchant's Bank, on 
ſuch occaſions as thoſe : Having thus taken up the 
money on the credit of his bills, he lands his 
Goods, Wine, or whatever other Goods they 
were; ſells a large parcel of them upon the keys, 
and getting in a ſufficient ſum to anſwer it, he 
immediately takes care of his credit, and of his 
friend at Amſterdam; and having ſtaid but one 
month, and his bills being payable at two months 
in Amſterdam, as above; he carefully, and punc- 
tually, remits two thouſand pounds to his friend 
there in good bills, to anſwer his firſt draught up- 
on him; and as he drew upon him, payable at 
two aſance, that is to ſay, at two months, he now 
remits the like ſum at zſance, that is, at one 
month, ſo that his friend ſeeing how careful of 
his honour he is, ſtands ready to accept any bills 
for him another time: thus far it is done with 
Reputation, and tho' a merchant drawing, may 
have ſome ſmall loſs, by remitting at a ſhorter time 
than his draught; yet it is not conſiderable, the 
ſervice done him, upon fo great an exigence re- 
Iring it, and —— of the beſt figure, are 
metimes oblig'd to ſerve themſelves with rea- 
dy money in ſuch a manner. | 
Bur to bring the caſe down to the circumſtance 
before us; Firſt, ſuppoſe the merchant finds, that 
cho his Wines are landed, and perhaps fold, yet 


he has other preſſing occaſions which call for his 
money, and he cannot remit ro Amſterdam as he 
* 4 wou'd 
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wou'd do, to anſwer his draught; ſo he has an- 
nother ſhift to keep the money another two 
months, and this is by ordering his friend at Am- 
ferdam, to redraw upon him at London at two 
uſance, which he at Amſterdam does accordingly, 
and the bills being accepted here, the merchant 
at Amſterdam is fully ſatisfied, and the drawer's 
credit at London ſtands good. | | 

Bur, as I ſaid above, here the merchant at 
London becomes an extortioner upon himſelf; for 
beſides the loſs by the exchange which general- 
ly is againſt him, becauſe he cannot like a man 
that draws or remits for the advantage of the ex- 
change, wait, and take it this way or that way, 
as the courſe of exchange may run to his gain, 
ſo his want at firſt, and his credit at laſt calling 
upon him to draw when he had occaſion, and be 
drawn upon juſt as his bills come due, the neceſſi- 
ty obliges him to run the riſque, and take his 


' chance for the rate of the exchange, let it happen 


as it will; and this is frequently to his diſadvantage. 
Bor beſides this, his friend muſt have his com- 
miſſion, both for the payment of his bills, and 
again for drawing, with the charge of Broke- 
rage, both upon the Exchange of London and 
Amſterdam, with poſtage of letters, and other inci- 
dents, all ſtanding to the credit of the account 
1 him in profit and loſs: but it does not end 
ere. | 

Wuen the two a/ance is drawing out, and he 
knows that on ſuch a day his bills from Amſter- 
dam become due, and muſt be paid, or his credit 
is ruin'd, and perhaps his friend at Amſterdam too, 


and being not in caſh yet to anſwer it, he conſi- 


ders things, and having ſtill unſpotted credit a- 
broad, he draws for ten thouſand Crowns upon 
two merchants, one at Gexoa and the other at 
Leghorn, his correſpondents, at thirty days after 

C2 ſight, 


10 A Supplement to 


fight, having effects ſufficient in their hands to 
anſwer the payment; In order to back this cre. 
dit, he buys two thouſand pounds worth of 
oods of the warehouſe men in London, whom he 
| 2 with, ſuch as Long Ells, Says, Shalloons, 
Du-Roys and Spaniſh Cloths, ſuch as he can cur. 
rently have fix months credir for, and takes care 
to have theſe Goods ſhipp'd, and the bills of lading 
ſent to his correſpondent, before his advice of 
drawing the bills. | 5 
To ſupport his credit with them alſo, he 
writes at the ſame time, that if his effects in their 
hands ſhou'd not ſupply in time to anſwer his 
bills, they ſhou'd draw upon ſuch another mer- 
Chant at Paris on his account, to whom he had 
iven direction to accept their bills; all which 
Eg politically done, the bills at Legborn and 
Genoa are accepted and paid, without the draw- 
ing upon Paris; and now the merchant has tranſ- 
ferr'd his debt from his friends abroad, to two or 
three petty warehouſe men, and Blackwell Hall fac- 
tors at home, and he has now gotten ſix months 
time for this two thouſand: pounds, more than 
the four months at firſt, ſo that in all, he has en- 
Jjoy'd this credit ten months: when this fix months 
is run our, it wou'd be very well, and greatly 
to his intereſt, that he might be able out of his 
ordinary caſh, to pay the Tradeſman off; bur his 
other demands do not admit it, and that he may 
not be dun'd and diſhonoured by Scoundrels, he 
is fain to take the ſame courſe again, and his friends 
in /taly, that is to ſay at Leghorn and Genoa, ha- 
ving been ſo generous as to accept his bills on the 
credit of his effects —_ in their hands, apd 
ſhipp'd to them as above; he now tryes his good 
friend Monſieur Banker at Paris, and 
draws two thouſand pounds fterl. upon him, and 
taking up this money upon Change, as bef g 
| 2 
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the Complete Tradeſman, 11 
he goes and pays off his warehouſe men and factors, 
and perhaps buys again, to lay in ſtill a good 
Bank at Leghorn and Genoa, 

Now all this while the merchant keeps up his 
credit; his bills are all honourably accepted and 
paid, but ſtill the drawing and redrawing falls 
all upon him at laſt, till by thus frequently run- 
ning the ſame round, if he will exactly calculate 
the thing, he ſhall find that he has paid or loft 
10to 15 per Cent. for the uſe of this money, and 
which is ſtill worſe is in debt, the principal ſum ſtill, 
one where or other, and this cats him up and 
devours him, till at laſt ſome conſiderable diſaſter 
happening abroad in the courſe of his affairs, he 
receives a blow upon his reputation, ſo that his 
bills will not be taken as formerly upon the Ex- 
change, and then he is gone at once. 

Tuis drawing and remitting, as it is a fatal 


thing to a merchant, ſo unleſs it be very warily 


managed, it ſoon comes to be gueſs'd at by the 
ſtared remitters of money upon Exchange, and they 
are always jealous where they find a man ſo con- 
cern'd; ſo that it ſeldom can be carried on for 
any long time without obſervation; unleſs it be 
done with a vaſt variety of changing hands, and 
ſometimes names, and a very punctual anſwering 
every demand to a tittle, and yet at laſt it proves 
fatal to moſt that embark in it. | 
Wren then a merchant is come to this parts 
and it comes to be no longer conceal'd, I look 
upon that merchant as a man loſtz but this has 
carry'd me out of my way, for I am not writing 
now to merchants, or concerning the Tradeſman 
with foreign affairs: but as this will have a re- 
ipe& to another practice among tradeſmen at 
home as dangerous in its kind, it is proper to 


let them ſee the ruinous conſequence of the like 
caſes; it will appear by and by to be very wt 
ll: wa - + 2 
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and ſeaſonable to the ſhop-keeper, as well as to 
the merchant; for theſe ſelf extortioners are, in 
ſhort, crept in among the home traders, as well as 
among dealers of a higher claſs, and are as de- 
ſtructive to one as well as the other; bur I refer 
it reſt to its proper place. . 


N 
Of Diſcouming and Eudorſing Bill, 


and of the ſcandalous Prattice of 


paſſing Promiſſory Notes, o Put- 
poſe to borrow money by Dyſcount. 
HERE is ſtill another kind of trading uſu- 
1 ry nor, included in that of borrowing mo- 
ney upon intereſt, and which eats out. the heart 


of a Tradeſman's proſperity as much, if not more, 


than the other, eſpecially when *tis carry'd on to 


any height; and this, as it is become a more fa- 


ſhionable-part of ſelf miſchief in trade than uſual, 
and is more practic'd than ever was known be- 


fore, merits to be expos'd; and the young Trade(: 


man ſhou'd bewarn'd of it as of a ſecret fire, that 
burning privately, as damps burn with6ur a flame, 
is yet moſt dangerous in it ſelf, and the more ſo, 
as it is in a manner undiſcover'd, that is to fay, 
tis not thought ſo deſtructive by the Tradeſchan 
as it generally proves, and by how much they 
think it leſs delkructve, ſo much the more dan- 
ous it is. n en dnn 
Tut is what they call Diſcounting ef Bills: 
there is a great variety in the thing, and _—_ 
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than is generally thought of, but tis one of the 
caſes of which it may be faid, it conſiſts of abun- 
dance of bad particulars, and not one good one; 
Ill name ſome of the caſes which are moſt im- 
portant, the reſt may be judg'd of by a few, and 
the Tradeſman will learn from thoſe, how to ayoid 
the miſchievous part of all the reſt, and will eſ- 
pecially know which are the moſt dangerous 
which are fo in particular o iris ge which 
to his reputation, and which (as ſome of them 
eſpecially are) to both. _ 4 £ 

I have mention'd before the Tradeſman's giv- 
ing long credit, which (as I havedeſerib'd it) is in 
many particular circumſtances, very prejudicial to 
him and ſome times ruinous, that is in particular 
when he-truſts for large ſums, and the perſons 
who he ſells to are not punctual to the times of 
payment agreed for. OUR 22 

Tae particular circumſtance of giving credit, 
which I am now ſpeaking of, relates to the deal- 
ings of one Tradeſman with another, as when a 
Manufacturer or maker of goods, a warehouſe man 
or factot, or ſuppoſe it be a merchant ſells by 
wholeſale to a ſhop-keeper, who buys to ſell a- 
gain by retail: this branch, of trade we may now 

y, is one of the moſt confiderable in'the whole 
Kingdom, for as the laft conſumer is at the poinr 
or end of all trade, fo the retailer is the man who 
diſperſes the goods to the laſt conſumer, and when 
all the reſt of our commerce, in which fo much 
art and dexterity is requir'd is fully ſpoken of, 
at is the-retailer that is the life and foul of the 
buſineſs he is the eſſential ſtandard man between 
the conſumer and the maker: thus the butcher is the 
middle or mean of trade, between the grazier who 
breeds the cattle, and the well ſpread table where 


the fleſh is eaten; between thoſe chat feed, and 
thoſe that feed upon the Beef and Mutton, Fc. 
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Nov the retailer or ſhop-keeper comes and 
buys of the Manufacturer or factor; ſuppoſe it be 
a mercer, and he buys of the weaver; or a wool. 
len- draper, and he buys of the factor; Thoſe deal- 
ing for large quantities of goods, the weaver or 
factor gives them credit, ſuppoſe three to four 
or ſix months time, according as they agree. 
Tux weaver having occaſion to make payment 
to the filk-man, or throwſter, or merchant of 
whom he buys his filk ; or upon whatever other 
occaſion or pretence of occaſion, takes a Note 
or promiſſory Bill of his cuſtomer for the money, 
payable at the time agreed for payment when 
the goods were ſold. . | | | 

_ Twas in it ſelf is a kind of equal, fair and juſt 
dealing on both ſides; for the buyer knows the 
terms of his agreement, and 'tis no injury to him 
to give Bills for the money, and *tis ſome advan- 
tage to the weaver or I ſelling, if he makes 
a right uſe of them, for he can go to the ſaid 
ſilk- man, or throwſter, or merchant, and buy 
more goods, giving thoſe Bills in pay ment; and 
ſo he takes credit, even where perhaps he had no 
credit before, the mercer's Note being given as 
a kind of ſecurity for the money. | 
Bur this is the beſt and brighteſt part of the 
Rory, for perhaps the weaver does not get theſe 
Bills as above, upon the firſt delivery of his goods 
fold; but on the other hand, the mercer being 
what they call, a little long winded, when the 
time of payment comes, puts off the weayer for 
a month, or perhaps two months longer, pleading 
badneſs of trade, want of money, and making 
ſuch other excuſes as dull pay-maſters generally 
make: then the weaver, who on the other hand 
Wants money to pay his journey- men, or as above 
to pay his ſilk- man, -throwſters and merchant, 


tells the mercer that he is ſtraitned for money too 
8 R oy 
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2s well as he, and therefore cannot ſtay as he pro- 
poſes, but that if he cannot pay him yet, he 
muſt give him a Bill or prqghiſſory Note, per- 
haps at a month, or two mofiths or more, as he 
can get him to do it. | 7 l 

Tunis the mercer cannot refuſe, the money be- 
ing, as I ſaid, already due: now did the weaver 
as above, only go and deliver thoſe Bills to his 
dealers in payment, where his debt was already 
due, there was no harm in it, and he only tranſ- 
fer d the mercer's delay, to the damage of the 
ſilk- man, and made him ſtay for his money as the 
mercer had oblig'd him, the weaver, to do before. 

Bur the weaver wanting the money immedi- 
ately, perhaps to pay his journey- men who can» 
not ſtay, or his ſilk- man, throwſter, and merchant, 
who, their money being already long due, will 
not ſtay, and who he muſt pay or ruin his credit; 
away he goes to another kind of market, and 
which I may ſay is a black market of thieves to 
him, I mean the Diſcounters; there paying an 
intollerable extortion of ten to fifteen or twenty 
per Cent. premium, he gets money lent him upon 
theſe Bills. | 2 I 


N. B. Here you muſt alſo obſerve, that he muſt 
| endorſe the Bills, ſo that all the while they run, 
or are unpaid by the mercer, he ſtands the riſque 
of it, and that is ſometimes long beyond the time 
of payment; if it is too long, ſometimes he is 
oblig d to make an additional allowance to the 
firſt premium to the Diſcounter.. 7 
No does the oppreſſion, or the expence of it 
end here; but ſometimes, nay: very often the exor- 
bitant Diſcounter, not content with his endorſe- 
ment of the bill, requires another man to endorſe 
alſo, every endorſer being liable. to make good the 
money in caſe the mercer ſhou'd prove Inſol- 
Vent. _ Tas 
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- Tas incorweniencies attending this are many, 
and ſometimes fatal to the poor weaver z for now 
he is oblig'd to engage a third man for ſecurity 
of the money, ſuch friends being not eaſie 
to be had, or at leaſt not often, he is pur to this 
difficulty, (I.) That he goes to ſome debtor of 
his 'own who owes him money, and in that caſe 
cannot well refuſe him, but if the debtor be a good 
man, that is a ſufficient man for the money, for 
a good man, in the language of trade, is a man 
in good credit; I ſay, it he is a good man in this 
ſenſe, then he will be ſure to keep back ſo much 
of the debt in his hand to ſecure himſelf till the 
Bill is paid, and fo the poor weaver is oblig'd to 
have two debts abroad, or ſtanding out together 
to ſecure the payment of umme. 
Bur on the other hand, if the borrow'd endor- 
fer be but a fo, ſo, or dull paymaſter himſel; 
then he fails not to make the favour granted be 
an excuſe for delaying his own payment, and ſo 
at the ſame time that he is a borrower himſelf, 
becomes a lender in one ſenſe, that is to ſay, be 
is debtor and creditor too, but the poor weavet 
is oy oppreſs d to be ſure, let it go which way 
It Will. | 
\Tnexs is yet another caſe which often pinch- 
es him ſtill harder; if he cannot get a particulat 
friend to endorſe the Bill for him, or a debtor, 
then he comes into a fatal confederacy with ano- 
ther Tradeſman in like circumſtances with him- 
ſelf, and he having endors'd for the weaver, the 
weaver does the like for him, and ſo they change 
endorſements; blending in a word, not their cre- 
dit only, but even their fortunes together, till at 
Jaſt he finds himſelf inſenſibly involv'd, and tis 
ten to one but a diſaſter follows, nay, and 'tis 
much if they do not fall together. 
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Ir is not eaſy to reckon up the complication of 
miſchieſtʒ which this joyning together to endorſe 
Bills, brings upon a trader, for it is in a word, one of 
the worſt ways of being bound, tis as Solomon calls 
ir, a ſtriking hands with a ſtranger; and if the 
weaver, or whatever other tradeſman he is, was 
really a ſound man at Bottom, he may depend 
upon, it his fortune is embark'd for a ſtorm, and 
he is as ſure to be thip-wreck'd in the voyage, as 
if he was already fix foot under water; for firſt 
he is certain that all the reſt are Bankrupts, as he 
is ſure they are men; they could not engage in 
the manner they do elſe, for they will endorſe 
for any ſum and never diſpute the ſecurities, but 
either if they endorſe for you, you muſt do the 
like for them, or if they endorſe they have a 
part of the money for their own' occaſions, only 
giving a note to pay ſo much again when the 
endorſt Bill comes ro be paid; and this brings 
me to the next and moſt fatal article of Diſcount, 
and that is paſſing Bills for one another; this 
is done in a club, I have known ten or twelve 
tradeſmen form a club together for coining mo- 
ney, as they very well call'd it. | 0 
Tusk were all good men in appearance, but 
all in neceſſitous circumſtances for money, ftrait- 
ned and under the diſtreſs of wanting money to 
pay their Bills. The firſt ſetting out was a gene- 
ral ſupply to them all, and they cein'd Bills pay- 
able from one to another, by exchanging and 
counterchanging, of which they rais'd about ten 
thouſand pounds ſtock. C1002 8d 


As thole Bills were coin'd they gave them out 
in payment where they ow'd money; or for goods 


bought, and the Bills had ſome two months, ſome 


three, ſome four months to run upon them; they 
manag' d fo well, chat as the Bills became due, 
they coin d orhers, and paſt and repalt 


them fo 
many 
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many ways, either by Diſcounting or by buyin 

— — credit of thoſe Bills, that thes 
Bills were always currently paid. 

Tux went on thus two or three years; ſome 
of them fold goods by commiſſion for other men, 
and thoſe they fold currently to the ſociety, and 
took Bills for them, then Diſcounted thoſe Bills 
with the money'd men, who always ſtand ready 
for ſuch things, as a hawk for a prey; the per- 
fon buying the goods, and who paid for them in 
Bills fold them again, being in his own way, to 
money'd merchants at an under rate for ready mo- 
ney, ſo there were two ſupplys of ready money 
for one ſubſtance. 1. The man who bought the 
goods had a ſupply by ſelling them again for ready 
money. 2. The ſeller had a ſupply by Diſcounting 
the Bills, and the owner of the goods had no 
title to his money till fix months, which the 
ſeller being only a factor, could lengthen out to 
nine months, and ſuppoſe the ſum to be five hun- 
dred pounds, they had then for this a thouſand 
pounds in caſh among them for the expence of, 
I. The Diſcount allow'd on the Bills; and for the 
loſs ſuſtain'd upon the goods, which was not felt 
at the beginning of the account, whatever it wou'd 
be at the end. 

A4 s it could not be long that the club or ſociety 
could go on at this rate, fo as it follows generally, 
it happen'd here, that when one fail'd, he ſhook 

all the reſt, ſo that few of them could ſtand it 
aſter him, and not one of them above a year, or 
thereabouts. gb tort e e 
-, NoTrinG can be more needſul than to poſſeſs 
-a young Tradeſman of this fatal article, call'd Diſ- 
counting; and therefore I recommend it to them 
with the greateſt earneſtneſs, to enter into the 
particulars. in their own thoughts; make them- 
ſelyes maſters of the whole ſcheme of it, and 2. 
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void it as they wou'd a houſe infected with the 
Plague. | MEHR | 

HE beginning of it is a bait hard to be re- 
ſiſted; when the Tradeſman is diftre(sd for want 
of money, and ſees he can come into a thouſand 
pounds fterl. for but writing his name; that he 
can have the benefit of it for three or four months, 
only for paying the Diſcount ; and that even then, 
if he cannot raiſe the money, his friends will pals 
Bills to him for the fame fum, and help. him to 
the money for three or four months more; it is 
not eaſie, I ſay, for him, conſidering his circum- 
ſtances at that time, to reſiſt the Temptation, and 
ſo he falls into the pit, which I may aſſure him 
it will not be eaſie for him ever to get out of a- 

ain. | 

: WAN of money is to a Tradeſman, as a ſtrong 
| manager is to a horſe, it makes him ſubmit to 
every thing, and do every thing that the rider 
commands him; and as I ſaid formerly, a Tradeſ- 
man that is really honeſt in his principles and 
deſigns well, yet will do thoſe things in his diſtreſs 
for money, that he wou'd ſcorn and abhor to do 
at another time, nay that he wou'd even bluſh 
at the thoughts of: how much more then when 
he ſees nothing diſhoneſt, for in this affair of Diſ- 
counting he ſees no fraud, no deceit, neither is there 
any fraud but to himſelf; he is only his own de- 
ceiver, acts to his own loſs and ruine, and heals his 
preſent wounds at the expence of his own founda- 
tion; for indeed he undermines himſelf and deſtroys 
himſelf by the very means which he uſes to pre- 
ſerve himſelf. 

Bur if the Tradeſman is the man deſtroy'd, 
the Diſcounter is the Vulture deſtroying; theſe 
indeed are ravenous creatures, and whether you 
liken them to birds or beaſts of prey, tis much 
the ſame; they are men of prey, which accord- 

ing 
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ing to the judgment of a famous Author are the 
worſt fort of devourers: they are true Canibals, 
and man caters, for they devour not men but fa- 
milies ; the exhorbitant premiums which the 
take for the loan of money upon Bills, is, as 
have ſaid above, not leſs than ten, fifteen to twen- 
ty per Cent. and tho' the Acts of Parliament are 
very ſevere againſt extortion and againſt taking 
immoderate uſury, yet they find ways aud means 
to evade the Law, and ſecure as well the profits 
as the principal. 

Ir is true theſe Diſcounters of Bills are ſome- 
times Bit, and then they loſe ſtock and block; 
when a club, ſuch as I deſcrib'd above, fail in per- 
forming, that is to ſay, in paying their Bills, in 
which caſe two or three endorſers being all upon 
one Bill, are all gone off together; but they make 
ſuch an exorbitant gain in other caſes, that in 
ſhort if they loſe but one in five they are whole, 
and perhaps loſe nothing; and then Go oſe three 
tradeſmen, all endorſing one Bill, go off together, 
*tis likely the Diſcounting, money-lending uſuter 
comes in for a creditor to all the three, ſo that 
he gets a compoſition of them all, and if they 
pay but fix or eight per Cent. upon the debt, the 
uſurer makes himſelf whole. | 

Tus are the people the tradeſman ought to 
ſhun as he wou'd an infection, with this addition 
to my caution for his obſervation, viz. that it 
he once gets into their hands, 'tis very rarely that 
he ever gets out; like the grave, they that go 
into him ſeldom ever return, but are ſure to be 
fwallow'd up even alive, and devoured with their 
eyes open. 2 

Bog ROwi NG money upon intereſt is, as I ſaid 
before very dangerous, but this Di/counting of 
Bills is certain death to the Tradeſman, he is in- 
deed in no condition to recover it. oy 
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N. B. Let me conclude this chapter with one 
obſervation for the Tradeſman's early and timely 
caution, namely, that both theſe fatal things, bor- 
rowing upon intereſt, and diſcounting of Bills 
are the conſequences of the Tradeſman's over 


| trading himſelf in the beginning of his affairs; 


running haſtily in, allured by the hopes of profit, 
entangling himſelf in debt, as we ſay, over head 
and ears, without conſidering which way he ſhall 
anſwer the neceſſary payments; but I have 1 
ken ſo largely of that by it ſelf, that I cannot add 
and need not repeat any thing. 


— 


C H: AP... I. 


Of Book-keeping, and ſome directions 
for the Tradeſman, in the method 
and manner of keeping his Books. 


12 already mentioned that it behoves a 
Tradeſman, to be very exact in keeping his 
books; but I am told by ſome, who have read 
all I have ſaid upon that ſubject, that they know 
ſeveral men in great buſineſs, and that keep no 
Books at all, or that very little Book-keeping 
ſerves their turn; and yet they add, thoſe men 
thrive and flouriſh, go on in their trades, and 
grow rich. | 

Lam to take theſe Gentlemen upon their words, 
and believe it is ſo, becauſe they fay ſo; but 1 
muſt put in a caveat againſt the practice, if it 
were only upon theſe two heads, tho I might 
add many more. 5 x i 
| 3 
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1. I profeſs that I am fo far from knowing any 
of thoſe Thriving rich Tradeſmen, that keep no 
Books, and have thriven all along without keep. 
ing Books, that on the contrary, IT have known 
ſeveral tradeſmen, who have been in flouriſhing 
buſineſs, and have been ruin'd for want of it, 
ſome by the neglect of their Books, ſome for 
want of underſtanding how to keep 'em, and 
truſting them to ſuch, whoſe deſign to abuſe 

them cauſed the neglect of the Books; in a word, 
the want of keeping, or knowing how to k 
Books, has been their undoing, and they haye 
been, tho? roo late, fully ſenſible of it. 

2. SUPPOSE it wou'd be granted for argument 
fake, that there have been ſome ſuch ſtrange pro- 

digies ſeen in trade, namely, that there have been 
Tradeſmen who have carry'd on their buſineſs, and 
2 rich without keeping Books: it is yet to 
enquir'd, whether they wou'd not have been 
much richer, or more thriving if they had kept 
Books? It will not be pretended however, that 
they were the richer, and more thriving, for not 
keeping any Books, for then it wou'd follow, 
that not to keep any Books at all, wou'd be the 
way to make tradeſmen rich, which I believe no 
body will ſuppoſe. | 


I am again anſwered with a queſtion, namely, 
who kept our tradeſmens accounts, and what 
Books did they keep when pen, ink and paper 
were not in uſe? which according to our Anti- 
quaries, is not much aboye three hundred years 
agoz the queſtion indeed is Critical, and might 
bring in a tedious hiſtory of ancient commerce; but 
it is a mean remote thing, and does not reach the 
caſe at all, for trade three hundred years ago was 


as different from what it is now, as a Manufac- 
| turer 
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ture of Linen is from a Manufacture of Silk, 
and what Commerce was carried on in the World 
in thoſe times, was molt of it perſonal z if mer- 
chants dealt abroad to many and remote parts of the 
World, they generally went along with their 
cargoes, and when they fold them abroad they 
veſted the effects in ſuch goods as the country 4 
forded, and brought them back with them to their 
own, and ſo the account was indeed what we 
call a Boot account; ſo much the goods carry'd out, 
ſold for, ſo much the goods brought away from 
thence amounted to, the Ballance was the profit 
or loſs of the J and this is the way in 
many places in the World to this day, as in par- 
ticular, in the goods which the merchants or tra- 
vellers of Georgia and the Caſpian Sea at Guylhanz 
and other places, bring with them, viz. raw Silk, 
Drugs and other goods; theſe they bring to A 
leppo and Scanderoon, where our Turkey merchants 
look for them, buy their Silks and Drugs and deal 
for them by barter, and fo they go back with 
our merchants goods into their own country, and 
diſpoſe of them in the like manner; on the other 
hand our merchants bring the Silks to their ſhips 
to ſend home: | 

Bur that there is no fair arguing from the leſs to 
the greater, elſe it is the ſame thing in the journey, 
which the merchants ot New Spain may be always 
ſaid to make to Porto Belo, to meet the Galleons 
from Europe; They buy, they fell, they carry back 
reſpectively the exchanged goods, and there is no 
credit given or taken, and conſequently no need 
of accounts, except it be to even and Ballance 
the caſh and the Barter, which once being done, 
a particular of the goods bought and deliver'd is 
ſufficient; trade without credit requires little 
Book -kceping. 
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Ir there comes to me a Tradeſman upon read. 

ing theſe ſheers and tells me, Sir, I trade all for 

© preſent money; [I give no credit, and I take none; 
1 go with my money in my hand to buy, and 1 
take all ready money in my _ for | give no 
truſt by retail, and | let no body keep or come 
at my caſh but my ſelf, what occafion have I of 
keeping any Books? To ſuch a man I ſhall rea- 
dily anſwer, none at all, Sir, you are a perſon qua- 
lified to trade without Books; but you are the 
only man in the world that is ſo, except any other 
whoſe trade is ſo very ſmall, that he can keep 
every thing he truſts in his head. 

Nor an Ale-houſe-keeper, but has his Bar and 
his Score; not a Chandler's ſhop, but keeps a board 
and a chalk, theſe are their Books, and needful 
Books too, ſuch as without which they wou'd 
be at a great loſs to deal with ſuch poor people a; 
muſt be truſted, tho? it were but for trifles. 

SEEING then that Books are to be kept, it follows 
next to enquire, whether flight and negligent 
keeping them is ſufficient? In anſwer to which, 
J lay it down as a maxim, and a thing eſſential 
to a Tradeſman's proſperity, that Books kept neg- 
ligently are many ways fatal to a Tradeſman, nay 
ſome think they may be worſe than no Books at 
all. 


1. A Tradeſman's Book ought to be always 
ſuch, as he can ſwear to in a Court of Juſtice, 
and as he can depend upon the certainty of, ſo as 
ro {wear to it without the leaſt heſitation or ſcru- 
le. 
l 2. A Tradeſman's Book is the foundation, on 
which he can always make a true eſtimate of his 
ſolid ſtock, and know whether he goes back- 
ward or forward, and accordingly know what 
meaſures to take in his affairs. 1 
ps | 3. 
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3. A Tradeſman's Book is a check upon the 
fidelity of his fervants, and by which he often 
has opportunitys to detect the trauds of thoſe that 


have plunder'd, or attempted to plunder and de- 
ſtroy him. 


Books are the Tradeſman's regiſter, there he 
finds in figures what he muſt from thence find 
in his ware-houſe or ſhop, or in account of debt 
with thoſe to whom he has ſold his goods upon 
credit; and this is fo much valued and depended 
upon in our Courts of Juſtice, that if the Tradeſ- 
man is dead, and his widdow, or ſucceſſor finds 
ſuch and ſuch goods charg'd, fold and deliver'd to 
ſuch and ſuch a man upon credit, tho” the ſurvi- 
vor cannot actually prove the delivery, or make 
oath to the ſale, yet if the deceaſed has been 
known to be a fair dealer, and an honeſt Tradeſ- 
man, and that he kept his Books with exactneſs 
and regularity z his ſaid Books ſhall be taken in 
evidence as a ſufficient proof of the Debr. 

Tre Tradeſman's Books have then the autho- _ 
rity of the Tradeſman, as if he was living, and 
the widow giving an account of her huſband's 
eſtate and effects, as they ſtand in his Books, it 
ſhall be raken as a true ſtate of his affairs, and a 
true eſtimate of his eſtate for her to divide among 
his family and his heirs z nay upon their being free- 
ly allow'd to inſpe& and examine thoſe Books, 
they do gengrally acquieſce in it, and agree to 
take their reſpective allotments, as the eſtate of 
the deceaſed appears by his Chattels and his Books. 
I rx being then, thus eſſential to the Tradeſman to 
keep Books, and to keep them exactly and punc- 
tually, ſo as he himſelf, when living, may depend 
upon them, and his executors and heirs when he 
is dead. Then it is eſſential alſo to the inſtruction 
of a young Tradeſman, 5 his ſtepping forth in- 
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to the world, to lay down ſome plain, conciſe; 
and yet ſufficient methods for him, by which he 
may underſtand how to go about this great and 
neceſſary thing, and to do it ſo, as he may have 
the ſat is faction of knowing, that his Books may 
be depended upon as a perfect regiſter of all his 
effects in the world, and this is the main reaſon 
of this Supplement. | 
IN order to form a general method for this keep. 
ing Books, we muſt firſt acknowledge, that there 
is lo great a variety in the Tradeſman's buſineſs, 
according as to what particular trade he follows, 
and what goods he deals in, that it would require 
ſeveral differing ſchemes of Book-keeping, to be 
laid and calculated for thoſe employments reſpec. 
tively ; But this being impracticable in a work of 
ſo ſhort a compals, That only take notice, that 
two heads ſeem to comprehend all the tradeſmen, 
to whom theſe ſheets have been directed; the 
. wholeſale Tradeſman, frequently call'd a warehouſe 
man or fa&or, and the retail Trade/man, as fre- 
2 call'd, in this work, a ſhop-keeper; and 
the ſame method of Book- keeping, with ſome 
ſmall variation, may be ſufficiently inſtructing to 
them both. | 
THERE are another kind of dealers indeed, and 
| ſome of them conſiderable in their way too, to 
whom it wou'd not be unneceſſary to ſay ſome- 
thing, tho” it be out of my way; and theſe are 
ſuch Handicrafts, or maſter mechanicks, as em- ca 
ploy great numbers of workmen under them, ſuch, 
for example, as Maſters of Glaſs-houſes, Ship- T. 
wrights or Maſter builders, Maſters of Salt works, 40 
Coal pits, Mines, Mills and many ſuch; but nei- up 
ther is this work immediately directed to them, 
tho' I may ſay ſomething, by way of general di- no 
e to ſuch, for the better governing their art 
ls, | ; | 
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In-the mean time, ſome general rules for the 
Tradeſman's exact keeping his accounts, and ſta- 
ting his affairs in Books, are always as neceſſary 
as any directions for conduct whatever, and were 
only omitted before as requiring too much room, 
and even now l hall endeavour to bring what I 
think needful to ſay, into as narrow a compals as 


] can. | | 
I begin with the ſhop-keeper or retailer. 


Firſt then,” the main part of the ſhop-keeper's 
Book- keeping, is to keep an exact and well bal- 
lanc'd account of his money : By well ballanc'd 
lam to be underſtood, conſtantly caſt up; whe- 
ther daily, as in Bankers and Money-dealers; or 
weekly, as where the caſh is committed to ſer- 
vants, or at moſt monthly in all other cafes; and not 
only the Book caſt up and brought to a foot and a 
ballance, drawn between the caſh paid and receiv'd; 
but the money and the Book examin'd one by 
another and brought to agree; for if the Cath 
cheſt or box, and the caſh Book do not agree to 
a farthing, there muſt be a miſtake ſomewhere, 
and as is ſaid at large Letter XX. a miſtake ſeeming 
to be to your advantage, may be as fatal to your 
loſs, as a miſtake apparently to your loſs; be- 
cauſe it infers ſomething omitred on one fide or 
other, and till it be effectually found out, the 
Tradeſman that values knowing his own, affairs, 
can never be ſatisfied and eaſie. 

2. Nxxr to an exact keeping of caſh, the 
Tradeſman is chiefly concern'd in keeping an ex- 
act entry of all goods fold outs and receiv'd in 
upon credit. | 

I put the goods ſold out firſt, tho' they are 
not ſo in the order of Book-keeping, for goods 
are certainly receiv'd in, before they are (old out; 


bur I ſpeak of it — ſay, becauſe the 2 | 
3 
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of the Tradeſman is more particularly concern'd 
in this part; an omiſſion in the other may be 
| puzzling and perplexing, but in this 'tis fatal and 
ruinous; Goods bought, if he omits to enter them 
receiv'd, the perſon who ſent them in, will put 
him in mind of the omiſſion when he calls for 
his money, or draws a bill for it, or when he de- 
livers an account, where he makes the Tradeſman 
debtor for them; but if he delivers a parcel of 
goods ſold, and for which the Buyer has credit, 
and omits entring them in the Book, he is then 
at the mercy of the Buyer; if he is ſo honeſt as 
to put him in mind of them, which perhaps a- 
bout one in a thouſand of his cuſtomers may do 
(ſo thin does honeſty come up in this age, how- 
ever thick it may be ſown) I ſay, if the cuſtomer 
is ſo diſintereſtedly honeſt, tis well; if not, the 

oods are loſt, unleſs memory, which is another 
azard of a thouſand to one, ſhou'd retrieve it, 
and if the Tradelman happens to Dye, tis irre- 
coverably gone. | 


_ Goops ſold therefore muſt always be Entred in 
the Book, before they are deliver'd, and the bill 
of parcels of the particulars, ſhou'd not be taken 
from the goods, but from the Book, and then 
be examin'd by the goods as they are laid out for 
ſending away, or for packing up; This making 
the bill of parcels or invoyce from the Book, is 
a valuable rule, becauſe it ſecures the entring of 
the parcel in the Book; for then no Book entry, 
no Bill of parcels; and the examining the bill of 
parcels again by the goods, not the Book, is an- 
other valuable rule, becauſe it is a juſt check up- 
on the Book, and a ſufficient proof that the en- 
try is exact. W910 

Tris Book in which all goods are entred, which 
the retailer ſells upon truſt, is not improperly 
. C 5 5 
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call'd, a Day-book, becauſe it contains a daily en- 
try of goods ſold in the ſhop, and the flying title 
upon the top of every page, ſhou'd contain the 
day of the week, month and year, when every 
thing was done, thus 


Monday, Jan. 10. 1725. 


and if the day ends in any part of the leaf, ſup- 

le after but one entry, or two, or more, where- 
ever the day ends, a line ſhou'd be drawn crols 
the whole leaf, and thro' the columns, and in 
the middle of the leaf, that is between the ruled 
lines, a new head be made for the newly begun 
day, with a ſhort line under it, thus, 


Tueſday, Jan. 11. 


—_ —— 


For the entry of goods receiv'd, eſpecially fuch 
as are taken in at times, tho' it is not fo abſolute- 
ly nece ſſary to the Tradeſman, as that of entring 
goods fold, as is ſaid above, yet it is many ways 
neceſſa y, and ſtill many more ways uſeful to him; 
and tho* I know many do omit it, contenting 
themſelves with only putting up the bills of par- 
cels upon a file as they come, which they ſay is 
2 Book ready written to their hands; I ſay, not- 
withitanding this idle way of Book - keeping, I 
wou'd adviſe the careful, diligent Tradeſman not 
to omit a due entry of goods bought, as well as 
of goods fold, in his Book, if he wou'd have his 
affairs be carry'd on regularly and exact: as to 
keeping a file inſtead of a Book, I have no no- 
tion of it, I confeſs, ſufficient to recommend it; 
there's nothing of method in it, tis little more 
than a tally without a counterpart. The Tradeſ- 

WE man 
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man ovght to enter his goods bought in his Jour- 
nal or. Day-book, and then lay up, or file up the 
dills too; then every thing paſſes due examination; 
his Book is a regiſter for him, and the file is a 
voucher to his Book; the omiſſion is, if 1 may 
ſpeak freely, nothing but indolence and ſloth. 
Ir is a queſtion among ſome of the Book-keep- 
ers, who pretend to nicety, whether a Tradeſ- 
man ſhou'd not have two Day-books or Journals? 
one to enter goods ſold, and the other to enter 
goods bought; and where the Tradeſman is in 
reat buſineſs, it is the opinion of ſome, that two 
ooks are better than one, but I muſt differ in 
my opinion; let the Tradeſman's buſineſs be as 
large as it will, I think one Book may contain 
all his buſineſs, as to buying and ſelling on cre- 
dit; for money taken in the ſhop requires no Jour- 
nal at all, as I ſhall ſhow in its place. 
_ Tre diſtinction between goods bought and 
goods fold, as centred in the Tradeſman's Journal 
or Day-book; as ordinarily done by caſting up the 
value by it ſelf, ſhort of the red lines; that is to 
ſay, without carrying it into the columns, as the 
goods ſold are, not that this is counted methodi- 
cal in merchants Books; bur as we are now talk- 
ing of a Buſineſs, a little lower fiz'd than that of 
merchants accounts, where the articles are generally 
large, and ſound big, it has been judg'd very uſe- 
ful, in order to guide the eye, with more rea- 


dineſs to find out and diſtinguiſn ſmall arti- 
cles, and not overlook them, either in poſting 


or on other occaſions. 


Tuavus then the foundation, or firſt plan ofa 


Tradeſman's Book- keeping, is reſolv'd into a Caſp- 
book and a Da- boot; but before I go on to the larg- 
er Book I muſt obſerve, that there are two ſmall 
Books, tho” both inferior to theſe, yet in their 
- kind as needful, and where the "Tradeſman _ a 

1 | 5 ge 
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large buſineſs, and not too many hands, abſalute- 
ly neceſſary. | 
1. A petty Caſh-book, this is page or footman 
to the grear Caſh-book, and is to enter all ſmall 
triffing payments in, to avoid enumerating par- 
ticulars of fo little value in the larger Book, but 
is as needful in its kind as any other Books. 
Ir the Tradeſman has any apprentice or appren- 
tices, this Book is often committed to him, and 
his maſter gives him out ten or twenty ſhillings, 
more or leſs at a time, and leaves him to pay poſt 
letters, porters wages, and ſuch trivial things, 
and to give up his accounts every three days, or 
once a week as his maſter pleaſes. 5 


Turn is one thing very neceſſary for the 
Tradeſman, particularly where he entruſts a ſer- 


vant with this petty caſh, and that is, that the bal- 
lancing it ſhou'd never be ſlackenꝰd or omitted, 
namely, that he ſhou'd oblige the youth to give 
his accounts in frequently, while the thing is re- 
cent and in memory, and his maſter may ſee he is 
not impos'd upon; for tho' the keeping this lit- 
tle truſt, is very advantageous to a young {ervant 
to make him ſharp, and to introduce him carly 
into an exact keeping his Books, yer ſometimes 
too it is a ſnare to a young man, eſpecially where 
the maſter is remiſs in taking his accounts, and 
he finds himſelf at liberty to put down here a fix 
pence, and there a ſhilling upon ſeveral articles of 
expences, more than was really expended ; and the 


lad having once made a hole in his conſcience, the 


Devil never fails puſhing him upon it, till he comes 
to greater matters, and ſo at length to his ruin: 
this is (by the way) a very needful caution, for 
ſo many youths have been ruin'd by this one neg- 
lect of the maſters; and ſo many maſters too b 

the falſeneſs of ſervants, beginning firſt in theſe 
{mall matters, that I cannot but think it very ne- 


l., 
ö 3 
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ceſſary for the maſters to be put in mind of it: 
the whole may be prevented by this one neceſſary 
ſtop, (viz.) to take his apprentices accounts of 
petty caſh, conſtantly twice a week, and examine 
it with the utmoſt exactneſs. 

2. Tux next Book, which is, as I ſay, attend- 
ant on the other, is called by ſome a Minute-book, 
by others a Blotting- book; and this is needfu] 
where the Tradeſman is in a great flowing buſi- 
neſs, in the hurry of which he has not time, or 
hands to make a forma] entry of things in the 
Journal or Day-book, ſo in the utmoſt hurry an 
entry is made here, and in the evening when bu- 
finels is over, this is entred fair into the Day- 
book, and then the rough entry in the Blotting · 
book is ſtruck out, as if blotted or eraſed. 

I know merchants, and ſome other tradeſmen 
who are very exact, keep what they call a W ſte- 
book, beſides their Journal; but there are many 
reaſons given for that, which will not hold in 
this caſe; particularly, becauſe a merchant's Journal 
not only enters the articles fair, but ſtares the 
main, and in ſome caſes, moſt difficult part of e- 
very article of buying or ſelling. namely, to whole 
debt ĩt is to be plac'd, and therefore a merchant's 
Waſte-book is in the room of the Tradeſman's 
Day-book, and very often merchants, who have 2 
conſiderable weight of buſineſs on their hands 
keep a Blotting-book or Minute-book beſides, 
that the Wafte-book. may be kept fair. 

Bur in the Tradeſman's or ſhop-keepers buſi- 
neſs, there are few or no difficulties of this kind; 
whoever he buys of, he is debtor to them, and 
whoever buys of him is his debtor; and this is 
the ſum and ſubſtance of his Book-keeping, which 
has more care than difficulty in it; and i 
the exactneſs and carefulneſs of making due and 
daily entries of every thing that is done, is the 
| | . principal 
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pieces weight that lies upon a Tradeſman's 
nds. 
"Harwe thus prepar'd, | 


1. A Caſb- boot for f of all money paid and 
receiv'd in his way of trade. 

2. A Petty-caſh Book, to enter ſmall expences 
into, and what you may not think worth troub- 
ling your great Caſh-book with. 

3. A Day-book or Journal, wherein to enter 
every thing taken in, or delivered out. 

4. A Blotting-book, or preſerver of the memory 
for the other to be recopy'd after the ſhop or ware- 
houſe is ſhut, and the trade and hurry of the 
day is over. | 


Ir is needful now to give the "Tradeſman a 
brief ſpecimen of all theſe, for his particular in- 
ſtruction, and to guide the hand of a young be- 
ginner to the practice of a thing, ſo abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to him in his buſineſs; and the main thing 
needful here is, to ſhow him how to transfer the lit- 
tle and many particulars of his Petty-caſh Book 
in one ſingle line, for every week or month, as 
is moſt convenient; fo to avoid running out the 
Caſh- book into a multitude of particulars, which 
as well for the looking over, and the caſting up, 
may be very troubleſome, and encumber the Tradeſ- 
man's head, and which is worſe than all the reſt, 
occaſi vn miſtakes. | 

I ſhall ſuppoſe the ſhop keeper to be a mercer 
in the City of London, and this I do, becauſe as 
this is one of the chief and moſt confiderable bu- 
lineſſes in the ſhop-keeping way, a great variety 
preſents it ſelf to our view; only for the preſent 
Bene am to ſuppole, that the mercer, as he 

as a great ſhop and a vaſt retail trade, ſo he has 
ſome wholelale trade alſo, and deals with ſeveral 
other 
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other tradeſmen too, whom he gives credit to in 
the way of his buſineſs. 

Hxxx alſo I am to lay down a general maxim 
in retailers Book - keeping, namely, The goods ſold 
for ready money in the ſhop, are never entred as 
fold in the Books; it wou'd be next to impoffi- 
ble for the mercer or draper, who cuts in re- 
tail, to enter in a Book every yard of Linen, or 
Silk, or Stuff that every cuſtomer comes for in 
their ſhop, any more than the retail grocer can 
enter every half ounce of Spice, or every quarter 
— a pound of Currants, which he ſells in his 

op. | 1 2 6 

b Tur ſummary way therefore, and which is ta- 
ken by all tradeſmen of note, and who underſtand 
Book-keeping, is this, to take care that all the 
money taken in the ſhop, be immediately and care- 
fully put into the T:/!, or drawer appointed for 
that purpoſe, of which ſome tradeſmen have two, 
or three, or four in their ſhops, according as their 
ſhops are in largeneſs, that they may not be o- 
blig'd to leave people looking upon goods, to go 
away and put up his money; for ſuch is the flip- 
pery dealings of this age, eſpecially in mercers and 
drapers buſineſs, that the ſhop-keeper ought ne- 
ver to turn his back towards his cuſtomers; and 
this is the reaſon why the mercers and drapers in 
particular are oblig'd ro keep ſo many journey- 
men, and ſo many apprentices in their ſhops, 
which were it not for the danger of ſhop-lifting, 
wou'd be a needleſs, as it is a heavy, expence to 
them. | | 
-  PeRnays a good cuſtomer, a Lady they know 
and are ſatisfy d in, has bought a parcel of Silk, and 
the journey-man that is ſerving her has on either 
hand a ſet of ſtrange faces, tumbling and turning o- 
ver his goods, and perhaps not yet determining whe- 
ther they ſhall buy or ſteal; the maſter of the ſhop, 
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whoſe buſineſs it is to be vigilant, and to have 
his eye every where, ſeeing his journey- man op- 
preſs d with a crowd, like a General engag'd in a 
battle, ready to ſend troops to the aſſiſtance of 


any part ot his army that may be overpower 
detaches a ſervant to either hand of him to aſſi 
bim, that he may put up his money receiy'd of 
the honeſt Lady that traded with him, and have 
their eyes upon the others for him till he returns. 

Tuis, tho' a digreſſion, is particular to the 

rpoſe, and indeed requir'd a chapter by it (elf, 
2 the ſhop-lifting crew are ſo a0.» and dex- 
trous, and come under ſo many diſguiſes, that the 
Tradeſman cannot be too watchful, and in ſpight 
of all their ſharp ſighted ſervants, they are ſome- 
times out-witted and over-reach'd. But I return 
to the ſubject; the caſh of the ſhop being thus 
ſecured, the maſter Tradeſman in the evening, 
and when the ſhop is ſhut up, goes to his coun- 
ter and opening all the T, or money-drawers, 
takes out the money, tells it up into a ſum, and 
be it more or leſs it makes but one line in his caſh- 
book for every day's trade, as by the ſpecimen on 
the other other fide appears. 


N. B. If the maſter Mercer or Tradeſman has 
a caſh-keeper or an apprentice, to whom, being 
ſatisfied of his integrity, he commits the paying 
and receiving his money, yet this taking the mo- 
ney out of the Tl, is ſo conſiderable an article, 
the truſt of it ſo needleſs, and withall fo dange- 
rous, that he muſt be more than very negligent, 
who does not make that part his F work; 
I mean to tell up the money of the day's retail 
trade, and put it into the hands of the caſhier. 


January 
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JANUARY. 


Caſh DF. 


Sat. Jan. 1. 


To the ballance of the laft 
month's Caſh, being ſo much 
remaining in hand, Decemb.( 


ham, per Bill on Jer. Palmer, 
receiv'd this day 
To W. Thomas on account. 
To the Lady Jeffrey, ſent by her 
ſervant, 
To James Scrooby 
To retail Caſh, being money ta- 
ten in the Shop this day, tho 
New-year's day — —— 
3. To Joſeph Dancan of Edin- 
______ burgh, by bill on James Gra- 
ham, receiv'd this day — 
To Wu. Eaton of Windſor, on 
account 
To Abraham Miller Sen. 
To Sir Wu. Aubin on account 
To Jer. Brooks in full 
To the Widow Embs in full — 
To retail Caſh, taten in ihe 
Shop this day 1 


1 
347 18 00 


1 f. | 
3 „John Jennings of Notting- 
5 160 oo 00 


0 00 
31 10 00 
11 02 00 


33 17 06 


172 o0 00 


41 oo 06 


73 00 00 
13 13 00 
74 07 00 
3 12 00 


87 13 00 


1 


1064 12 06 
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Anno 1725. 
Caſh Cred. 
1 b . 
ohn In id 
7 wr ico Dyer, paid bim) _ 13 00 00 
By Tim. Drawboy Veaver 
paid him . 9 
By an Webb c. Mac ler- 32 00 00 
By Jam. Webb, Camblet- 
3 a work 53 00 00 
By Pocket expences given for 
Box money : 7 . 
By Sir Fra.—— for one Quar- 3 
ter Houſe Rent, due at 72 10 o 
Chriſimas laſt —— — 


By Ambroſe Tull Feaver — 33 oo oo 
By Claude Guilote, for "— 3 
pieces of French Velvet 37 
By Jean Baptiſta Lucon —- pd 00 o 
By William Nifſbett — 13 02 90 
By James Racine, Norman— 17 12 00 
By David D'aigle of Leg- 
horn, paid his Bill of Ex- 12y 00 00 
change to Jol. de Coſta 
816 19 oo 


— 


Account 


8 
8 
— 
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Account of Caſh for 
Caſh DF, 


To the foot of the former Page 
brought forward, being 77 1064 12 06 
much receiv'd this month 

To Ww. Rental, Truſtee of a 
Statute of Bankrupt for the 
firft payment or dividend » 

Fa Hugh 426 177 — 

Arthur Jenks, E/q; in full 
for his mourning SY N 198 oy of 


To Wu. Hermes of Exeter, re- | 
1 63 00 oo 


. 


32 11 00 


ceiv'd by the Carrier at the 

Bell in Friday- ſtreet 
To John Serricur full 
To Madam le Force, on account], 

of her ſervants Mourning — 39 17 00 
To Abel Roucell in full 18 of 0 
To retail Caſh taken in the Shop 92, 11 00 


77 O2 00 


To the Lady Arabella, being ford 169 15 00 
five Suits Wedding Clothes 7 

To my Lord — for ſeven new 
Suits, for the Women ſer- 
vants of the family, on Lady 
Arabella's Marriage 

To Jobn Know!l jan. of Lin- 18 00 
coln, receiv'd by his Brother 57 


56 12 0⁰ 


| , 


1848 12 11 
| Januar 
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January, 1 725. continu'd, 
Caſh Cred* 


„ 
By the foot of the Credit in the 
former Page, being for 2 816 19 do 
ney paid on ſundry accounts 


. By Wa. Sorpre Weaver — 70 00-00 


By Andre L'ecluſe Feaver — 40 00 00 


By Anthony Dyer -— 7 06 oo 


By the Tinh of Hugh James's 


Eftate: Bankrupt, being ol 2 
much paid of my contribution, ( 2 


in order to receive the did. 


By Tim. Bearſkin for 5oo l. 


. Sea Stock, malen 5 787 10 00 
me this day at 117%. <=— J 

By ſoſcelyn Aborn for a Bale 
of thrown Italian Silk by 20 


By George my Shop Porter $ 
BY Wages to Chriftmas 3 8 oo oo 
By Tho. Le main Journeyman? NT 


Ditto — — | | 
By William 15 Ditto — 10 ©0 od 


| By Houſe expences to my wifey 25 00 00 


for the month of January - = 


By Henry Hartly —— 30 ©00 oo 


| By —_ Thomas Mackler = 36 ©7 o 


— — — 
1901 o oo 


2 


Account 


- 


oa 


30 


27 Anthony Forty, E%½; ind 


70 Hen. Semple of Edinburgh? 


 A*Supplement w 
Account of Caſh for 
Caſh De- 
© 3. of 
To the foot of the former Page 


14 70 forward, bein heb 1848 12 11 

much receiv'd this month — ) © 

To Abraham Stamper in full— 11 03 00 

To Wu. Audley of Cambridge 13 08 00 

To retail Caſh taken in the Shop 102 oy 0; 

To my Lady Dutcheſs of 
being for 86 yards of e 111 16 09 
Vel ve. 


17 02 09 


fall 
To Wu. Hankye of S.. wt 
* mond's Bury 
To the Lady Barby, ſent by her 
omann 


30 oo 00 


47 19 0 


70 oo 0 


per Bill, receiv'd this day - 
To Wx. Caſtleton on account - 08 17 00 
To retail Caſh taken in the Shop 64 11 00 


Twelfth-day, Shop ſhut —— 3 
- To Hump. Page of Portſmouth 102 11 0 


To S. Thomas of Southampton 19 07 © 
To Sarah Williams on account 20 00 0 
To the L. Simpſon, by ber Maid 33 oo % 
To We. Myers of Briſtol, they 1 10 00 
ballance of an old account - * 4 
To retail Caſh this day 72 13 00 


— 1 


2555 06 01 


January 


S 


8 8 


18 8 8828 
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January, 1725. continu d 


Caſh Cred* 


LC 64-2 
By the foot of the Credit in they 


former Page, being for 1 1901 o 09 
ney paid on ſundry accounts 


6, By Semper Took Yeaver—- 18 06 oo 
By Abel Wilcoks Feaver — 46 00 oo 
By W =, Obrian in full 102 Io oo 
By Singleron James — 8 00 00 
By Martin Anger Mackler —- 12 00 oo 
y Henry Goody Weaver —-- 65 03 oo 
By James March ——— 13 12 00 
By ergy my- Newer 

or Jungry payments of peng, 
| 851 this Week, as per hi n 04 . 
Weekly accaun t y | 


7. - Shop ſhut ——rrmm — e 


By James Seot the Apotheca- 

, in full of bis Bal for =] 
| year 1724. — — (? — 
By Sam. Godfrey abe Brewer, 

b 888 ear I6 I1 00 


12 07 oo 


i les Scot Neaver— 143 00 00 


2352 of 04 


E 2 Account 


19. 
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Account of Caſh for 


Caſh Cred* 


6k 4 <4 
To the foot of the former Page | 
brought forward, being ſo 2555 06 0: 
— receiv'd 1 moni 


To Wau. Merry on account 30 00 09 


To Andrew Cary — 17 03% 


To Wu ſohnſon Salizbury, i. 

Per Bill —— RS 123 00 00 
To Jo. Merchant of Worceſter 72 10 00 
To retail Caſh from the Shop-= 87 03 05 


To Sam. Ayres Taylor on account 20 00 00 

To Ditto for Jo. Ayres of Briſtol 30 00 9 

To W= Jepherſon of Bath 62 00 00 

, 7 o Henry Aylmore, Eſq, —— 32 00 0 
o the Dutcheſs of — - ſent 

by ber Woman — - IF 99 0 


To Abraham Seymour in full 13 oꝛ 00 
To retail Caſh talen in the Shop 63 10 05 


3161 14 0! 


01 


1218883883888 8 88 


2 
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January, 1725. continu d. 
Caſh Credæ 


= . 
By the foot of the Credit in the 
former Page, being for — 23572 Of o 
ney paid on ſundry accounts 
By Mary Thomas Mackler — 36 17 oo 
By Stephen Le blan Brocade 8 
— ＋ 830000 
By petty Expence given Lad HF, 
Simpſon's — — 2 10 06 
By Sam. pech on accuunt— 30 oo oo 
By Claude Guilote for fine 
French Brocades —— 1 163 12 00 
By James Montaign of Genoa, 
paid his Bill to Meſſieurs Ste: 200 oO oo 
phens and Company ——— ' 
By Tho. Jeffrey, Neaver— 25 oo oo 


By Simpſon Williams = 20 oo oo 
By Tho. Sharp, Sen. 17 06 oo 
By petiy Expences given my __ ip 3.08 
Dutcheſs's Woman | | 
By Tho. Santry Weaver 31.00. 00 
By James Willey —— - 20 oo oo 
By Henry Houblon of Leg-) 
horn, paid his Bill to Ar-+ 125 oo oo 
thur Daniel or Order | 


310 11 10 


E 3 Account 


54 
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Account of Caſh for 
Caſh Dr. 
1 Ss. d. 
To 2 foot of the firmer Page 
gt forward, being 75 3161 14 02 
much reteiv'd this month 

To Sam. Andrews in full — {12T 17 09 
To Mary Frampton —— 10 12 00 

To Peter James —— 18 
for Cuffoy FP Lk. 00 
To Tho. Peters Ta ylor Far of 22 Oo co 

To Sir * Emin a ſuit o 
Paduaſ - Ry 16 08 0 
To Tim. — Taylor — 17 00 00 
To retail Caſh for ths Day — 81 170 
To my Ld. by his Lord- 

ſhip's Gentleman —— —— > 66 04 0 
To the id. Durance of Bath 40 00 0 
To Abr. Nightingal on account I 00 0 

To Sam. Barbar $tay-matker on | 
46count —— + 87. 09 00 

To the Lady — by ber Man- 

tua mater TGF | Hola 
To Sam. Tibb Taylor in full 7 12 00 
To retail Caſh for this Day == 69 02 0 
- To Spencer Thomas on account 16 oo 00 
' To the Revd. Dr. Simplon = 17 12 00 
To Mary Williams on account 12 17 © 
3633 12 0 
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January, 1725. continu'd. 
Caſh Cred* 


L 4. d. 
By the foot of the Credit in id, 
former Page, being for mo-% 3105 11 10 
ney paid on ſundry accounts ; 
By Per. Vanderduyſen of Am-) 
ſterdam, paid his Bill to An 100 OO OO 
drew Dorien er Order | 
12. By Mary Jenings Mackler —— 22 00 00 
By Wu. George Weaver —— 18 00 00 
By Sampſon Thomlin, Ditto- 15 oo oo 
By James Friend, Ditto 34 10 00 


13. - By petty Expence given my L. 
ms Gentleman, who | 
brought his Money | 
By Tho. Jeffrey Weaver — 30 00 00 


I ot oo 


14. By Mary Thomas Mactler— 22 00 oo 
By Tho. Skip ſcarlet Dyer = 13 oo oo 
Bj Claude Guilote on account 78 oo oo 


| 3438 12 10 


— 
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Account of Caſh for 


Caſh Dr, 


To the foot of the former Page 


+ & <6 


brought forward, being jo. 3633 12 02 


much receiv'd this month--- ) 
To Tho. Sharp on account — 
To Abel Edwards Coach-maker 
To retail Caſh from the Shop— 
tx To Anth. Williams of Briſtol, 
r — * 
- i 
To William Scott of New- 
Caſtle, per Bll ———— * 
Zo Sarah Timpſon - 
To retail Caſh * Day 


To Madam for her Fami- 

ty Mourning, receiv'din Part 

2 o her two Maids truſted per 

. ber Order 
t7 To John Friend /en. per Bill 

To Robe. Scot of Carliſle, p. Bill 

To John Frazier 

To Benj* Joſeph Peirera of Ja- 

maica, being the Produtt of | 

2567 pcs. o Eight, receiv-; 

ved in Silver, by the Ship ; 
Virgin, Caleb Clark Mil 
ter; and ſold this day for 

To Retail Caſh this da 


NN 


> 613 18 9 


20 OO oo 


18 O2 oo 


72 11 00 
27 02 oo 


FL v9 09 


13 00 00 
63 oo oo 


83 00 00 


11 6 00 


32 11 09 
28 oo oo 
18 oo oo 


34 11 00 


4716 I3 11 
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If 


17 


Caſh Cred*+ 


By the foot of the Credit in the 


&i 


former Page, being for mo- 3438 12 10 
ney paid on ſundry accounts | 
By Phil. Samure — 27 16 oo 

Zy George Oclaer Weaver — 22 00 09 
By Sampſon Eaton —— —— 18 
By Tho. um 2 12 17 O 
By petty Caſh to J ho, Scot, as 38 | 
= his . this Week - * ar 5 
By William Jenniſon, F/eaver 22 00 00 
By petty Expences given Lady 
B's Mantua-maker * 3 
By Edward Wily, Veaver— 62 o 
y Sampſon Achley, ditto— 37 00 00 
By Sindry Maſon 30 00 o 
By petty expence, given Madam's f 
two Servants who came to | 
bring ber Money for Mourn 2 2 00 
ing, and to buy the ſame fo | 
themſelves ommn— B 
By Capt. Clark, Freight from 
Jamaica, of the Money at r 67 
the Rate of 2 per Cent. fo 
Pcs. of Eight, at 48. 6d. each 2 
By James * Mackler--- 32 00 oo 
3726 o os 


Account 


19 
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; Account of Caſh for 


Caſh D*- 


To the foot of the former Pay - 


much reteiv'd this month = = - 


= 


brought forward, being 77 4716 13 11 


27 Tho. Sutton F Briſtol, 
per Bill 2 * 1 
70 Jacob Lawrence, — 1s doo oo 
To Eliz. Jones on Account — 15 04 © 
To Wu. Barrington in full — 7 10 oo 
To Alexander Philpot ——— 7 13 00 
'To Retail Caſh from the Shop 5/7 12 00 
ph ames —— b of Db-1 8 15 © 
o Henry Emſworth, o 
lin, 24 Bill & 3 
To Thomas Blacker, vf Ri pon 36 11 o0 
To Edward Cook, 11 Full.— 4 o9 00 
To Smith Felton, on Account 11 16 00 
To the Lady Thomſon, byt 10 
bier Daughter — 4 
= mo Caſh from the Shop Io2 of 03 
To the Counteſs of ——— by 
a Servant - 4 as. 5 00 
To Tho. Webſter, in Fall 17 10 00 
To Allen Ackwort ——— 8 0400 
F194 02 02 


Januar), 


19 


20 
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Jannary, 1725. coutinu d. 
Caſh Cred:, 


| J. s. d. 
By the foot of the Credit in the : 
former Page, being for mo- 3726 02 o8 
ney paid on ſundry accounts 


By Timothy Sergeant ——— 36 06 do 
By Charles Pane, Nraver— 17 04 o 
By Charles Phips, dito — FO do 00 
By Walter Evans, on Account 100 oo oo 
By Peter Reneau, , Dun- 
kirk, paid his Bill to — 100 oo 
ham Starky, or Order —— 2 ' 
By Jean Orneau, for Yelvets 236 oo oo 
By Mary Thomas, Macklir— 23 11 00 
By Abel Wilcocks, Feaver 60 doo oo 
00 
oo 


O00 


By Andre L'ecluſe, ditto — 32 00 

By Ambroſe Tull, ditio on 
Accoun. — 

By Daniel Delaige, of Leg- 
horn, paid his Bill, endors dt 163 oo oo 


40 00 


in blank to the Bank of En- 
gland a 
By Wu. Santree — — 13 12 oo 
By James Au dle 12 14 09 
By Tho, Edlin, Feaver—— 32 00 00 
By Moſes Marks — 112 00 oo 
4654 09 08 


Account 


1 


; N 
60 N 
. 


A. Supplement obo 


Account of Caſh for 


"Hg the foot of the former Page 


3 d. 


ought forward, being fob F194 O2 02 


= receiv'd this month - = - 


T Sarah Tomlin, Mantua- 


21 


ä — * 
James Edwards of Saliſbu- 
bury per Bill ant thee 
Do Retail Caſh from the Shop 79 07 oo 
To Tho. Medcalf, on Account 17 00 00 
Toa Abraham Wilks — T0 os oo 
To Steph. Correlli- 22 If oo 
To Brook Brookſby, X/q; — 13 5 00 
To Madam Brown, —— Mo- * 3 
© OH — — — — 41 
To Toby Edwyn, of Hull, | 
per Bill — ” 24 
7 Retail Caſh from the Shop 106 03 oo 
Sims Peaſly, of Berwick, 
per Bill — ＋ 3 
Zo Michael Button, of Wey- 
mouth _— — > 18 N 
To My Lord Ballance . 
of an old Account— + 7 18 00 
To Mary Read, of Ratcliff, 00 
in full — a= | 
To Smith Amy, of Windſor 20 oo oo 
To Retail Caſo this day —— 84 09 00 
' $733 08 02 


= . #® o . 


21 


22 
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oo 
* 
* 

12 


January, 1725. continu d. 
g 5 
Caſh Cre | 
5. 1 


B y the foot of the Credit in the 


former Page, being for 20 4674 O9 9 \ a 


ney paid on ſundry accounts 
By Andrew White, the Sta- 
tioner, his Bill to — 23 7 bo 


2 laſt | a 
* 


_ By. Tho. Marks, in rfl th 30 03 oo 


By Sam: Thomas, Mackler = 17 of os 


By Wu. Jones, Feaver—— 83 00 oo 
Zy petty Caſh to my Appren- SY 
155 11 OF 03 


tice Tho. Scot, as per bis 


Weekly Account. 
By petty Expence given the Ser- 
vant of the Counteſs of ==» . 10 88 


4820 10 04 


— — 


Account 


Wg 


2 


3 » * * * >, 
" oy * & 
© 
9 | | 
1 


FE. To Francis 


D Wm Gainſbro, of 2 


- , To Sir Walter Thargbers: nt bob oi 


T0 Tho. Walters 


0 I eke e 70 


44 3 of Calbfor | \ 


Tor the foot of the former P 
| ht far ward, being ena. o8 02 
IL 


= receiu d this * 
To Aaron Henric, of 


ham, per Bil} A 


N 109/00 02 


mouth, per a Bank-Bill per & Fo doo oo 


Poſt 


42 17 oo 


bis Bro, memes om 


To Henry Gouck, Pk full 31 o oo 


To Retail. Caſh from the Sp 74 06 oo 


49 [oe Aylmor, en Account 20 oo oo 


To 


al ye wa 26 00 oo 
per Bill —— 40 oo * 


11 02 00 
— Retail Caſh from the Shop 58 11 oo 
o my Lord receiv'd of 
Bis Steward + 122 If 00 


To Edward Forſter, on Account 30 oo oo 


To Sami Jones, in full — 17 of oo 


To Retail Caſh from the Shop 103 08 oo 


- To Tho. Williams — 7 04 00 


To Sam Johnſon, Taylor —> 10 doo oo 
To Ebenezer Feddle, ditto — 8 03 00 


$486 oy 02 


- * 
9 3 D 7 77 
* LI 
4 » 


o 


7 
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25 


27 


zen, 1725. continu d. 


Caſh Cred* 


Ks 
B y the foot of the Credit in the 


| former Page, being for wo $4820 1 10 04 


ney paid on ſundry accounts 
By Tho. Scar, Weaver —— 81 14 00 
By Mary Thomas, Mackler— 22 11 00 


By Wr George, Weaver — 33 o 
B Kl Expence given Madam 


own's HH oman ———— 10 06 


By Thom. Welton, Glazier 5 1 | 
X MN 5 | 16 11 00 


By H Houblon of 0 1K - 


horn, bis Bill to 14 336: oo 00 
Stanton, or Order ——— 


By James Gouck, Heaver— 120 o 09 


By Jean Baptiſta Lucon 8 70 oo 09 


7 petty Expence to my ro 83 


— 5 Steward for Poundage 


y John Saunders, Painter, 


for fige painting the Ceiling 32 00 oo 
of 'the back Shop ————— 


Zy Sam!. Jones, ng 15 18 oo oo 
[3x Semper Tooke, Neaver 22 05 90 


— — 


55780 or 10 


— — _ —_ 


Account 


* 28 
* 


— N ri * 2 2 5 * * 
5 — 
1 -4 
* vB 
= # / 0 
- : \ 
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Account of Caſh for 


Calh 5. 
J. 5. 4. 


25 * foot 1 the former Page. 


1 


brought Lived being At. ry OF 02 


much receiv'd this month - - - 

27 Madam Maſters, School- „ 
miſtreſs, » ſent by per F rench | 3 33 OO 00 
omann 


To the Lady Morlet' x r 2 13 09 


To Retall Caſh from the Shop 7 of o 


2 Henry Gold, of 1 ; x 000 


per Hill — —. | 
To James Wild, of Cheſter 18 of oo 
To Saml. Mereday y, in full 12 02 00 
To Jonathan Malton, Taylor 18 12 0 


2 John Thong, S2aler, 22 04 06 00 


Velvet for Houſings 


T Retail Caſh fine the Shop 74 93 % 
.To my Lord — 


= by bis VU © 


hands, in fall of all Demands, 2 
enter 'd thus by his Lord 12 
ib Order, in bis Sigbt ) 
To Thot Gourdon, in full — 7 130 
To Eleanor Morton, 2 | 4a 
tua-Maker, fora" Lady — 5 32 7 


29 John Wyat, © Taylor —— 6 03 00 


T0 Retail Caſh this day 80 of 00 


— 1 


TM $997 02 00 


— 


TFanuar), 


28 


29 


B y the foot of the Credit in the- 


” of N 8 
+ 


the Complete Tradeſman; 


January, 1725. continu d. 
Caſh Cred* 


former Page, being for 2 75780 01 
ney pai. on ſundry accounts | 


By Sam": Thornicroft, ditto; 162 10 

By James Symonds, in full— 12 17 

By Tho. Cavil, Attorney, bis) 26 
Bill in full for ever * — 


By Wu. Dog, Bayliff, for- 
5 O2 OZ 


- arreſting John Knaviſh and 
letting him go again 
By petty Expence given Mad.) * 
Maſters's French Voman * 3 
By Henry Goodman, Weaver 116 06 
By Peter Vanderduſſen, paid 
his Bill to Deborah Dun, 120 O00 
or Order 
By Singleton James, in full 81 of 
By Mary Thomas, Mackler= 17 06 
By Smith Joſcelyn, E/f,.— 16 16 


1 


d. 
to 


66 . A Supplement to © 


Account of Caſh for N 


Caſh D* 

= "a . 

1 Es T 0 the 3 7 the former Pagey 

z © brought forward, being ot 57997 02 00 
much receiv'd this month 


31 To John Saunders of Reading 21 13 oo 
To Retail Caſb this day, be- 

ing for the Holyday ( King 
Charles's Mart.) 

To Timothy Bubble, Broker, 

or 1000 J. South- Sea- | 
ay! {old for me at 106 1060 _ 

per Cent. 


To Jeoffry Williams, My 
of bim: — * 3 


Total receiv d 7176 11 00 


— 


By the Tr of the Crelit i in the 


> dt ry 


. 
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January, 1725. continu'd. 


\ 


Caſh Cred* 
© a6 a 
former Page, being for 2 6077 12 10 


ney paid on ſundry accounts | 
By Abel Wilcocks, Yeaver 71 10 oo 
By Rob*: Petty, ditto. 21 00 00 


By Jaſper Manly, for a Bale 
of thrown Silk — * 147 10 o4 


By petty Caſh 10 Tho. Scot 
as per his Account this os 14 02 * 


By petty Expence given Eleanor 
Morton, Poundage for £5 1 12 09 
ſtrange Lady ſhe brought 

By Timothy Blount Weaver 
5 full — — | * 19 03 OZ 


Total paid 63572 11 00 


— 


—_ 5 


. 

Receiv'd 7176 11 oo 

Paid 6 6352 11 00 
0 


Ballance in Caſh 824 00 


F 2 Ueon 


m__ N , 


68 A Supplement to 


Uyon this Caſh-book, which as the Tradeſman {MW 5 
will perceive, - is drawn out for a month, take a | 
few needful obſervations for the Tradeſman's di- 


rection. | 


1. The Title is drawn at large, as it ought, or 
may be ſuppos'd to be, where Form is requir'd; 
and to let the Tradeſman ſee the meaning of the 
thing, that is to ſay, on the Top of every page 
is repeated the Words at Length, Account of 
Caſh for January, 1725 continued; when the 
. Tradeſman comes to be acquainted with hi 
Books, it is enough to ſay, on the top, Januar) 
or Caſh for January continued. 

2. Likewiſe upon bringing on the foot of th: 
former leaf, tis enough, after the firſt leaf, to ſa 
only, Lo Caſh brought forward, yet on the 
page or two, or for the firſt month, it were ne- 
ceſſary to have it be formal and full; for I have 


known upon producing books in a court of jul- te 
tice, the too ſhort wording entries of money ha t 
been ſcrupled, and the Lawyers have objectel. . C 
For example, | n 
| , f 

On the Debtor fide of On the Creditor fide it 
the Caſh it is ſaid, | is ſaid, . 
To John Fra- By Wu. Jenni-7 , _ . 
em «= * * ſon, Weaver (+ * tl 
| | | bs n 
Say the Lawyer, this is not pleadable, it wil t! 
not read, nor is it good Engliſh in à Court oi b 
Juſtice, it is no honeſt acknowledgment to Jobs h 
Frazier, nor any legal proof of the payment to ſt 
I. Jenniſon, Weaver; and it ſhould have bee is 

entred, ä | | 

F 
15 
ff 


I 


tor it in his account, then, however ſhort and 
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2 Frazier, for Caſh receiv 1 3 


- 
” 


* 


| Or thus, ; 
7 John Frazier, receiv'd of bim - 1. 18 00 00 


And on the other fide it ſhou'd have been en- 
tred thus, 


By W = Jenniſon Weaver, paid him J. 22 oo o 


But let me anſwer this in few words. 

Ir is true that all the entries in the Tradeſman's 
Books ſhou'd be explicit and intelligible; but I - 
do not ſee why the Tradeſman muſt be ry'd down 
to ſo much formality, as the vain repetition of 
the words Receiv'd of bim, and Paid to him in 
every line, for this reaſon: | 

Firft, if in my Caſh-book Caſh is made Dr. 
to John Frazier for I. 18 oo oo. it ſeems to me 
that is ſufficient, owning John Frazier to be my 
Cred® for J. 18 oo oo. if I have notreceiv'd the 
money I am a fool, and if beſides this he did not 
take a receipt for it, he is fo. 

Tue like in the caſe of Milliam Fenniſon ; if I 
make my caſh Cred by William Fenniſon for 
J. 22 00 oo. and did not pay it him, I ſee no- 
thing in it, for if I have not his receipt for the 
money, my Caſh-book is no proof: but upon 


the whole the caſe is this; the keeping a Caſh» 


book is for the Tradeſman's eaſe, and to ballance 
his money, but his Ledger is the book which 
ſtates the matter of right and wrong, and which 
is to be regarded in a courſe of Law. 

Ir from this entry of eighteen pound of John 
Frazier, however ſhort and abridg'd, the money 
is fairly poſted into the Ledger, and he has credit 


abridg d 


. i. 
4 


— 


50 A Supplement ib 


abridg d the Caſh-book entry may be, tis plain 

nothing is intended but what is right, and John 

Frazier has juſtice done him effeftually. _ 

| SoMe ſcruple the words TO and BY in the 
| Caſh-book entries as impertinent, and ſay, they 

will not read in proper Engliſh, | 

Bur even this ſcruple or cavil rather, will ap- 

pear weak and unjuſt if examin'd into, and the 

words are. not only proper but requiſite. 

Ir is true a Tradeſman may keep a Caſh · book 

and only begin it thus, 


Jan. | Caſh receiv'd. Caſh paid. 


1. Of A. B. 18 00 1, To A. B. 10 00 
Of C. D. 15 o 0 To C. D. 5 o o 


and ſo on; and this may be as good Engliſh as 
the other, and may anlwer all the purpoſes of 


a Caſh-book; but it muſt be own'd 'tis a very. 


coarſe way ang rough, and if ſuch a Book ap- 
pears in a Court of juſtice, it will be far enough 
from reading well; yet the receipt book vouch- 
ing the payments, and the Ledger acknowledg- 
ing the receipts, it may anſwer all the ends of 


| Book- keeping; and ſo will a chalk and a trencher, 


if we come to talk critically, and Books may be 
laid aſide. | bog | 
Bur I am to ſhow the Tradeſman how to word 
his Books according to rule, and to the cuſtom 
and uſage of men of buſineſs: I am nor Pow 
him with how few words he 4 juſt expr 
things for his own ſatisfaction, and, in ſhort, to 


make him as lazy in his Book-keeping as I can. 
As to the words Dr. and Cred* in his Caſh- 
book, and how they will join with the followi 
Words To and By, repeated in every line, I think 
they are not only ſenſe and read-able, but they 


: * 


cy 2 


hd ——— 


© <2 


„ 
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are really neceſſary to make the words De. or 
Cred** read currently in, and with every line. 
Tux words To and By are only to be read as 


FOR and OF, as theſe laſt two particulars are 


to be underſtood, as if added thus, 


Caſh Dr i. e. Caſh is D-. Caſh C* i. e. Caſh is Cr 


For J. 18. recd. of Fobu Of Will. Jenniſon, by 
Frazier | reaſon of J. 22. paid 
| | him. | 


Tuxsk things are ſo juſt and fo eaſie, and the 
words For and Of ſo natural to be underſtood, 
tho' not expreſs'd, that the Tradeſman will be 
convinc'd, there is no Cauſe for the exception, 
and that the words To and By are not only ſenſe, 


but needful in Book-keeping. _ 


3. I am to note, that in the account of Caſh 
here given for a ſpecimen, there is a variety of 
the Diction, that is, a different way of expreſſing 
the fame article; as particularly the daily article 
of retail Caſh, and the weekly article of petty 
Caſh, which is not done by miſtake or forgetful- 
neſs, but to let the Tradeſman ſee, that when he 
comes to it, any of thoſe ways of expreſſing it 
2 proper, and he may take which he likes 
4. Ir is not always improper to mention, even 
in a Caſh-book, who, and what, the perſön is 
who pays or receives, nor for what, tho' it is not 
always done or abſolutely neceſſary at any time; 
but ſuch little additions are many ways uſeful, 
the Caſh-book being always before him to remind 
him of ſuch things, as he may have occaſion to 
look back upon, as particularly, ſuch a Lady, 
ſuch a Gentleman, tho' money ſent by my Lady's 

* 5 F 4 woman, 


5 A Supplement 10 
woman, or by the Lord's Steward, and the like; 
ſuch a man 1s a weaver, ſuch a one a mackler, 
that is to ſay a weaver's broker; ſuch was for 
family mourning, ſuch for a Lady's wedding, ſuch 
for ſervants, and. the like. | | 

7. WuxRx any perſon of quality ſends the mo- 
ney, it is to be ſuppoſed, the goods were bought 
ſome time before, and that the money was no 
ſent ro pay the debt; otherwiſe had the goods 
been but juſt then bought, the money wou'd have 
been brought into the ſhop, and been included 
here in the article of retail Caſh, for this reaſon, 
in the account of Caſh, here are ſeveral ſuch par- 
ticulars to let the Tradeſman ſee that they are not 
improper, only that they ſhou'd not be too fre- 
quent. 


By this account likewiſe, the Tradeſman will 
ſee how voluminous a Caſh-book wou'd be, and 
how it wou'd take up too much time, if the two 
articles of money taken in the ſhop, and money 
laid out in trifling matters, were not thus kept a- 
part, and only brought in, the one daily, and the o- 
ther weekly, under one general article; inſtead of 
Which were they to be entred apart, the retail 
Caſh wou'd, perhaps, embarraſs the Book with 
forty heads in a day, and the other with a hun- 
dred in a week; fo that a month's Caſh to a man 
of buſineſs, wou'd 89 a great way into the Caſh- 
book, and it muſt be a yery large Book that 
wou'd ſerve a year. | 
LIEkREwisk it has been found very proper, tho 
ris allow'd that it is not eſſential to a Caſh-book, 
to mention money receiv'd of tradeſmen cuſto- 
mers, to be either in full or on account, as the 
caſe is. We come now to the petty Cath-book 
kept by the apprentices : petty Caſh is when the 
maſter, to avoid the trouble of paying out * 

| things 


the Complete Tradeſman. 73 
things himſelf, which he cannot have time to do, 
and much more to avoid the trouble either of 
keeping a petty Caſh-book himſelf, which wou d 
be very troubleſome : 

Bur above all, to avoid bringing all thoſe lit- 
tle trifles into his Caſh-book, which wou'd be 
monſtrous and impertinent, truſts one of his ſer - 
rants, which is uſually the youngeſt apprentice, 
or the youngeſt bur one rather, if he has three 
in all, with a ſmall ſum of money once a week, .. 
or oftner as he thinks fit, and — 2 him to keep 
an eract account of it, D* and as is here ſet 
down, takin vg an account from him weekly. 

Tuis is allo a good way to teach the youth 
how to keep a Book —4 and to fit him for 
keeping the great Caſh-book in its proper time. 

His petty Caſh-book begins juſt as the great 
Caſh-book does, mutatis mutandis, for the alte · 
ration of the words as follows, viz, 


Account 


7% A Supplement 15 


Account of 


Petty Caſh Dr: 
Saturday, January 1. 1725. 


| R$ 
To my Maſter's Caſh, being ſo much 
put into my hands for ordinary oy oo oo 


Expences — — — — 


Monday, January 3. 


To my Maſter, for more money re- 
e's of bim . op doo oo 


10 ©0000 


— 


Petty 


Petty Caſh. 
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Petty Caſh Cred- 


Saturday January 1. 1725. 


By ſundry payments as follows, 


To the Drummers, given by my Maſ-). 
. ter's Orders 
To the five Pariſh Alms-men, who 
come yearly, by Order 
To poor Amy, an old Nurſe - 
To the Man who brought fix _— 
Logves, by Order 
To the Ringers, by order —— 
To the Beadle of the Hall, by Order — 
To the Queſt Servants, by Order —— 
To the Pariſh Watch, by Order —— 
70 old Hanks the Watch-man, who 
fits at our Door, by Order 
To a Porter with a Letter from — 
Lady 5 


Monday January 3. 


For a Meſſenger to Chelſea ———— 

For Carriage of Goods from Canterbury 

Charges at the Cuftom-houſe for three 
Bales from Leghorn, as by the 
particulars given my Maſter — 

Fir Poſ Letters — Gr —_—_t EI ——— — 


J. 
o 


OO 
OO 


03 


O0 


# i 
O2 O6 
OF oo 
O2 O6 
10 oo 


„ 


oy oo 
oy oo 
02 06 


oy oo 


00 06 


OL 06 
17 03 


18 00 


o O09 _ 


06 


19 01 


—— 


Account 


| I ment 
5 Pon 4 4. ; 
| A Sup; 
| . Wa 
(. 


8 
> 
2 ccount of P 
8 ct ty Caſh D*- * 
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| Caſh continu d. 
Petty Caſh Creds | 
d. 4 | . J. s. d. 
o BB Brought over nm os 19'or 


Monday, Jan. 3. continu'd. 


or 5 penny Poſt Letters written b | 
LS f 2 00 00 of 
Box Money given Webb's men — oo 03 00 
Ditto Drawboy's men oo ©6 oO 
Ditto _ men 5 — doo 04 06 
Ditto to Ma Thomas, the Mack- 
ler's Maid « — — 8 
Ditto to Mr. Sorpre's men 00 03 oO 
Ditto to Took's men ——— —.— do 04 00 
Ditto to Wilcock's — —— doo of 06 
All theſe by my Maſter” s Order. x 
Tueſday, January 4. 


For Broms 


1 o the Shoe cleaner OO oo 06 
0 4 Porter from the Commiſſioners) __ 
of Bankrupt, with a Summons - - * a 


To Squire Jenks his ſervant, by my 
Mafter”s Order, half a Guinea, and — o1 ot 00 
afterwards another 


09 11 02 


2 


Account 
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Account of Petty 


7 Petty Caſh De. 3 


— 10 00 0 - 


Brought over 


n — 


Oiuſh continu d. 
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Petty Caſh Cred*: 


Brought — — — —— — 


| OE CP 
o 11 OZ 


Tueſday, Jan. 4. continud. 


70 the Exeter Carriers, for carriage * 
of Money 

For Poſtage of Foreign Letters 

For mending the back Shop — 
broken by the Foot-ball 

For Quarterage for the Lamps 

Ditto to the new River water 


Wedneſday, Jan. J. 


To a Porter from Madam Le Force 
To the news Woman for Papers, or- 
der'd to be taken in 
To a poor man for clearing the ice e- 
mw Morning at the Door by Orb 
er 
For Poft Letters this Day 


- 


ken, by Order —— 


— 


00 IF 3 


oo O7 09 
OO ©O2 06 


oo of o 
oO 6 06 


oo OL 00 
00 02 03 


O00 OI OO 


oo ol 03 
For a paring Shovel, the old one oy 


oo OL 04 


11 15 03 


— 


Account 


ä 


ba 
£ 


, * * ' > 8 . l a * 
* 
** 4 
& „ 
F . . . » 
* . ; *. 
q A Supplement io 
'Y : Y 3 


2 * 
9 


Account of Petty 
Petty Caſh D.. 
i "4-4. 4 
* Brought over wn nan nn 10 00 9 Z 


«& 


Friday, Jan. 7. 


Receiv'd of my Maſter to ballance my) 0 
% Heek's Caſh — — — , 03 07 


= 3 07 04 


Petty 


Caſh continu d. 1 
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"4 


Petty Caſh Credr 


£43 


Brought over | | * -IT- If 03 


Thurſday, Jan. 6. 


For the Bellman- Poſt, with Letters 
For the weekly Bills, to the Clerk for 
the Tear, by Order 
For a Sheet Almanack, by Order 
For wax Candles, by Order —— — 
For five Balls of Packthread mmm 


F riday, Jan. 7. 


Foreign Letters rx; — 


Home Poſt Letter? 


00 Oo o 
oO O02 06 


OO oO o3 
OO 16 04 
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Account of 
= Petty Caſh D" 
q Saturday, Jan. 8. 
= "WP 


75 my Maſter Fir fo much receiu d ß 
b bim for Peity Expences TY, of O0 O0 H 


Petty 
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Petty Caſh. 


Petty Caſh Cred* 


Saturday, Jan. 8 


For a Tub-man for Water, the Pipes] 
frozen * 
Fer Charcoal for a Fire in the Shop — 
To the Parſon and Church Wardens, 
coming with a Brief, by Order — 
To the Basket for the Priſoners, by 
ſpecial Order — 
Fur @ Sack of Coals for poor Nurſe 
Amy, by my Maſter's Order 1 
To the Shoe cleaner 
For a pound of Green Tea for the back 


Half a pound Bohea, Ditto.—— 


— — 


— 


2 — 


Monday, Jan. 10. 


To the Tub- man, more Water 
For a Porter from Southwark —— 
For the Dutcheſs of Coach- 
man and Servants for Drink while 
they waited 
For Coach hire for a Lady's maid, 
that came for Goods 
Two Porters from Water- ſide 
To Poſt Letters 
Toa Hackney Coach-man, by Order 


G 2 


1 


5. 
OI 
03 
02 
OI 


03 
oo 


18 
12 


53 


d. 
O0 
O08 


; A Supplement io 


- | 
* : *, 


7 Account of Petty 


Petty Caſh D. 


», | kn 
Es — - 


1 * — 
1 
* * - — _ 4 I 
i 
1 
IJ *% 

—— | 
h : * 
L — 
4 

_ > 4 * 
x 8 
wy * 1 


- 
— 
. 
- 
1 
- 
* 
1 * 
* - - = 
4 
m * 
— as = 
* 
* 
: 
o 
CY 
« 
- 
. 
1 
, ? 
- 
LP" WF %S 


the Complete Tradeſman. 


Caſh continu d. 


Petty Caſh 1 


J. 


1 
1 * * 
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5. d. 


—— 02 16 09 


Monday, Jan. 10. continu'd 


7 Tho. Jones, and another for aſ- 


ſifting the Conſtable when we took. oOo oz os 
the Shop lifters — 
For charges at the Juſtices — doo of 3 
For a Coach to New Priſon OO OI o 
For expences to ſee the Fades carry'd in oo 02 00 
Tueſday, Jan. 11 
For expences at the Water fide oo 03 os 
Charges at the Cuſtom- houſe, entring) 
two Packs of Goods for Jamaica, OZ 11 OZ 
the particulars given my Maſler 
For Foreign Poſt Letters — do of 08 
For the Poor man that clears the Door a2 of by 
and the Kennel from Ice 
For the Shoe cleaner oo oo od 
Given to two Footman who came e 
Goods, by Maſter's Order wat ch oy 0 
For a Porter from St. James's oo ot o 
Given two men who help d the Lady's 
Coach up that was over thrown * pe. 90 
oy 00 of 
G 3 Account 
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Petty Caſh Di. 
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Caſh « continu'd. 


Petty Caſh Cre · 
1 . 
Brought over 07 oo 04 
Tueſday, Jan. rt. continu'd. 


To a Woman that help'd the Ladies TB oy 00 


out and brought them to our Shop 
Wedneſday, Jan. 12. 
For Wine given the Ladies yeſterday j 
when they were frighted F 2202 00 
For Charcoal 


— o g of 
For a Porter with a Leiter for Goods oo o2 06 
For Tea Pot and Cups, my Maſter 

letting the Tea-table fall ann 
For a pound of Chocolate, by Order = oo 03 o 
For inland Poſt Letters —— —— — 00 03 03 
For four Fire-men to ſtand ready when 

the Fire was at Mr. if we> or Or oo 

wanted help, by Order — 
For two ſervants ſent to help My. — 

where the 2 WAS mn — 


2 


Given 4 poor Man that Was burt at 
| : + 03-07 . 
Account 


Account of Petty 
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Saturday, Jan. 17. 2 IP 
Receiv'd of my Maſter to Ballance} © © © 
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Caſh continu'd: 5 þ 
Petty Caſh Cred» ' 
| ; * 
Brought over 10 og oy 
Thurſduy, Jan, 13. 1 f 


Charges at the Cuflom-houſe, as pert. . 
Bill given in to my Ma 2 "or 65 o 5 
For a Cart to our Warebiufe 2 00 O2 06 


For bringing home three Cheſts of Nine oo 04. 06 


For a Woman who came for Goods | 

from the Lady 75 by Orders Wn; 
For à Porter to go with ber TI 

our Porter being abſent 00100200 
For a Porter to Spittle-Fields, in 

baſte, George not come home 5 1 


Friday, Jan. 14. 


For Poſt Letter {in-land) ——> - oo 03 03 
Ditto Foreign — OO O04 O7 
For a Porter from Kenſington — o oz 06 


* 


Saturday, Jan. 15. 


For help to clear the Street of Ice, by LA. 
my Maſter's Order br o Fi! 0¹ 04 
For @ Porter from the Tower 00 o o 


—— — 


12 IT 10 


* 
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I have given this account of petty Caſh for x 
fortnight only, tho' the Caſh-book has the ge- 
neral weekly heads for the whole month; but az 
theſe two weeks take in moſt of the particular 
things which are uſual for ſhop-keepers to pay, 
the young Tradeſman will ſee how to enter ſuch 
ſmall rhings, as may not be mention'd here, the 
end being chiefly this, namely, to keep the Caſh- 
book from being cumber'd with. trifles, which 
are inconvenient on many accounts. 

Ir is alſo to be obſery'd here, that I have plac'd 
the ſhop-keeper not only as being one of the 
beſt of Tradeſmen, that is to ſay, the buſineſs 
of a mercer being one of the principal traders 
which come within the denomination of a ſhop- 
keeper ;z but I have ſuppos'd him to be one of 
the greateſt Dealers of his kind alſo, perhaps 
beyond what any mercer in London can boaſt of; 
for beſides his trade upon credit, we find he takes 
near eighty pound a day, ready money in his 
ſhop, and that in a dead Winter month, when 
any ſhop having ſuch a trade in January, may be 
ſuppoſed for the fix Spring and Summer months, 
to take two or three times as much. 

Bur the reaſon of this is evident, 


1. Upon the foot of fo great a trade, it is ra- 
tional to bring him in furniſhing himſelf with 
fine goods from abroad, ſuch as his IHalian mantua 
Silks from Legborn and Genoa, his Velvets and 
Brocades from France, and his black Dutch man- 
tuas from Holland. 

2. As he appears thus to import his own foreign 

Silks, ſo employing the beſt and moſt Topping 
weavers in town; for other goods he is able to 
furniſh other mercers alſo, as cheap as the whole- 
ſale mercers do. gs 


3. TI 


4 a 
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3. Tris occaſions that he has a wholeſale 
country trade, thro' England, and Scotland, and 
Ireland. (4-41 Fi ' | | 

4. As fo great a dealer muſt neceſſarily have 
a vaſt quantity of goods grow old, and out of 
faſhion upon his hands, he has a correſpondence 
in Jamaica, whither he ſhips off great parcels 
of goods, perhaps (and it ſhou'd be ſuppos'd fo) 
before they grow too much out of ule, and re- 
ceives a conſiderable return at a time in ready 
money. 


ALL this appears by his Caſh- book; and every 
part of it is directing and inſtructing; and for 
this reaſon the Caſh- book, as above, is thus made 
out for a whole month, that the variety may give 
the Tradeſman a view of as many caſes, as may 
happen in a trade of ſo great a magnitude, and it 
is thus form'd, that all the incidents of commerce 
may be ſeen in it as far as occur to the mind; fo 
the Tradeſman viewing this account, will ſee more 
ſuch incidents order'd and manag'd, than cou'd 
have been provided for, in the narrow compals of 
an ordinary dealer. 

Tun — here is a merchant, a ſhop- 
keeper, a warehouſe-keeper, and a wholeſale man 
nay he is one of the beſt kind of ſhop-keeping 


merchants, for he imports little or nothing, bur 


what is in his own way, and what he diſpoſes of 
among his own Dealers: he is a merchant for him- 
ſelf only, ſometimes perhaps he may diſtribute 
a parcel of Italian mantuas or French Velvets a- 
mong the trade, that is, let ſome of his brother 
mercers have a ſhare with him, when he has two 
or three Bales of ſuch ſilks come in together from 
Italy; but this is nothing but what is common and 
uſual in ſuch, and other ſuch caſes as theſe. 
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-: Upon the whole, as by a little we may ſee 


” — 
1 . 
a — 
. ; 
* 


what a great deal means, ſo how much more by 
a great deal, may the Tradeſman ſee how to di. 
rect a little: the particulars here enumerated will 
ſufficiently inſtruct them how to expreſs ſhorter 
heads, as their own occaſions may require. 
- By this exact method of -Book-keeping, the 
Tradeſman may look back to his beginning, and 
ſee at forty years end, every fix pence; nay every 
peny of money that has paſt thro' his hands, from 
the firſt hour of bis being in trade; for as mo- 
ney is the principal of commerce, ſo the Caſh- 
book is the beginning of all accounts; and here 
be will, upon any retroſpect, obſerve how he gra- 
dually advanced in trade, from a little to a great 
and from that to more, till he came to be 
the moſt conſiderable among his neighbours. 

I have taken the account at the beginning of 
January, by which the Tradeſman will fee the 
uſual charities and gifts of the rich Tradeſman 
to ſervants, and to the poor, which come naturally 


in to be diſtributed at that time; and theſe are paid 


by his ſervant; as he ſees by whom they are paid, 
and to whom, ſo he ſees alſo how they are all 
bury'd in the Apprentice's little account of Petty 
Caſh, and fo as the maſter is eas'd of the trouble 
of being his own almoner, and has nothing to do 
but to give the youth, who he truſts with the 
tty Caſh, orders to give it; Thus the great Caſh- 
k is delivered from the encumbrance of a mul- 
titude of ſeveral articles, which wou'd but prompt 
omiſſions at firſt, and cauſe them to be left quite 
out, or perplexities afrerwards in examining and 
caſting-up ſuch numbers of little ſums, hardly 


worth the trouble they give ; but by this method 


they are preſerved to be look'd back upon the 
following years, for the directing the like charity 
and gifts on the enſuing occaſions. * 
8 ' EXT 
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 NexT to a due and regular keeping the Caſh, 
and an- exact entry of every article,” tho! of the 
kaſt value, which, as I have faid, is of the great- 
eſt conſequence to the Tradeſman; I ſay, next to 
this is the kecping a DA Y-BO OR, or Journal, 
call it which you will; the thing is the ſame, 
as indeed the words have the ſame meaning, only 
that the laſt is a French, and conſequently a little 
more modiſh word than the former; but the firſt 
i the honeſt old Engliſb word, and fully contains 
the meaning of che thing, which is this, and no 
other, (viz. ) à daily entry of goods bought and 
ſold in the ſhop or warchouſe of the Tradeſman. 
As this is the meaning of the word and the 
nature ot the thing, ſo every Tradeſman ought 
t the head of the firſt page or folio of his Day- 
book, to give it the juſt title, with its due expla- 
nation, in a few proper words, thus, or to this 
purpoſe, 1150 517 nates 
The Day-Book, or Journal. 

Being a full daily entry of all goods whatſs- 
ever, bought or ſold, receiyd in, or deli. 


ver d out by me, or on my account, beginning. 


"this firſt day of January, 1725. incluſiue. 
lier the Tradeſman's name. 


Tus head thus ſer at the beginning, need not | 


be repeated at all afterwards, but as I obſerv'd 
before, from the Lawyers, it makes proper Engliſb 
of all the reſt of the Book, and will read in with 


any ſingle entry, or any page or leaf, and be ve- 


iy good ſenſe together. 


inſiſt upon ſuch a Head as this to the 


firtt leaf as very neceſſary, becauſe of the * 
| : . | O 


+ 
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of the Lawyers mention'd above; and in order to 


have the Tradeſman's Book appear unexceptiona- 
ble, if he is at any time oblig'd to produce his 
Book in a Court of Juſtice, and in evidence for re- 
covery of his debts, -or on any occaſion, cither for 
proot of his own right, or of any other thing. 

L have cen great objections made upon this ac- 
count by the Counſel, againſt admitting a Day- 
book evidence: here is a Book, muy Lord, ſays the 
Counſel, what is it? what is it to be call'd? it 
may have goods entred in it juſt as they pleaſe, 
and when they pleaſe; here is no name, we don't 
know whole Book it is, or what it is call'd: 
they may come indeed and Chriſten it here, but 
is the Court to give a name to it now? and is the 
plaintiff to own it now only? if it be a Day-book 
and be the plaintiff's, why was it not own'd at 
firſt? why was it not written upon it, and what 
it imported or contain'd, and his name ſet to it, 
whole Book it was; this is no Book at all to us, 
the Court can admit no evidence from it; perhaps 
it may have been a memorandum of things, and 
perhaps not ſo much as that; here is nothing te- 
lar; no title to the Book; no owner's name to 
it; no proof of the delivery of the goods, by any 
porter or ſervant, and for whoſe account; this is 
of no weight at all in the caſe. 

On the other hand, in another tryal upon a 
man's denying a charge in his accounts, the 
Tradeſman being dead, his Books were produc'd, 
and the man having been an honeſt fair Tradeſ- 
man, and particularly very exact in keeping his 
Books; one of the Counſel for the widow, hold- 
ing the Day-book in his hand, pleaded thus in 


the King's-Bench Court. 

Mx Lord, /ays he, we have all the proofs for 
the article in queſtion that can be given, or that 
can be expected in ſuch a caſe; here is che de- 

| BE ig ccaſed's 
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ceaſed's Day-book, and I can aſſure your Lordſhip 
Mr. B — appears to have been a very regu- 
lar exact man in his buſineſs, and 1 in 
his Books; here is his Journal or Day- book, and 
it is fairly and expreſsly entituled in the firſt page 
or folio: here he reads. 


_ The Day- book, being a full daily entry of all 
goods bought and ſold, and deliver'd out by me, or 
any of my ſervants, beginning the firſt day ef 


January 1709. incluſive. 
4 [ And under this the Tradeſman's name.] 


then the Counſei went on. | 

HERE, my Lord, ſays be, is a fair declaration 
of what the meaning of this Book is; and here 
every day ſucceſſively from its beginning, are ma- 
ny entries of goods bought, and goods ſold di- 
ſtinctly made and fairly written, and on ſuch a 


day C naming here the time] we find an entry 


made in theſe words. 


Tueſday, March 12. 1710. 


Sold to Mr. Andrew Dab, the defendant [fo 


and ſo, here he reads the particulars] and, my 
Lord, adds the Counſel, under the parcel, here 
ind a man's.name in a differeat hand writing thus, 


Deliver'd by me Nicholas Cawley. 


now, my Lord, upon enquiry who this Nicholas 
Cawley is, I find by the deceaſed's ſervant, that 
he is a ticket porter, who plying near the ſhop. 


was uſually employ'd to carry out goods fold by 
Mr. B N * ſo exact was the 
boneſt Tradeſman in his Books, that to every 
parcel fo carry'd out by the Porter, he always 

| 4 made 
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made them ſet their hands, that they might on 
occaſion prove the delivery of the goods. 

_ Upon this the Counſel calls for Nicholas Caw- 
tay, who appear'd, ſhew'd his ticket with his 
name to prove bim to be the perſon, and being 

ſhew'd his hand own'd it, and ſwore that he He 
liver'd the goods. 

'Upon all theſe concurring circumſtances toge- 
ther, with 2 the Ledger where this par- 
cel was poſted to the defendaßt s account, Corre- 
ſpond to he Poſt mark in the Journal, the Cour 
that all was clear and exact, and the Jury 
gave it for the widow, without going from the 


I give theſe two relations to ſupport what is 
faid above, ( viz.) that theſe preambles, as ſome 
call them, and which they wou'd pretend are ſo 
needleſs, and ſuch uſeleſs f cmaliries are not ſuch 
trifles as they may take them to be, but are really 
proper and very ſignificant, if things come to a 
Critical examination. 

Ix France, and alſo in other Countries, we find 
it criminal for a Tradeſman not to keep Books; 
and not to have thoſe Books exactly and fairly 
kept, is taken for a fraudulent deſign, and the 
cuſtom of merchants, that is of tradeſmen there, 
has almoſt given it the ſanction of a Law, that 
every Tradeſman's Book ſhall have its title not 
only on the inſide on the head of the firſt leah, 
but on the outſide alſo, intimating what Book 


it is. 
ing the Law, but the 


Bur I am not here ar 
Reaſon of the thing, and the benefit of it, name- 
ly, that it gives a lanction to the Book; gives 
It an authority in the face of Juſtice, and adds.a 
credit to the Tradeſman if preſent, and to his 
memory if Dead; to have his Books appear in 1 
Court of Juſtice, and to be worded fo, as that 
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they will reid, a5 the Lawyer call'd it, (via) that 
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the title of the Book will join to any leaf of it, 
tho" not repeated, with as much propricty, as if it 
e 

Inos who look upon this as a formality, and 


4 piece of oſtentation, may perhaps, ſee. feaſon 


to alter their opinions, when they ſee any Cauſe 
ttyed at Law, where imperfect, dumb and mute 
Books without Titles or Names, and without the 
name of the Tradeſman upon them are produc'd 
in Courts: and how often by the deficiency and 
nonſence of ſuch Books debts are loſt ; the Book 
rang. to no more than a picce of ſcrible to 
no purpoſe, having no coherence with it ſelf; 
the Book nameleſs, the buſineſs of the Book not 
expreſs'd, rhe name of the owner not put upon 
it, the delivery of the Goods not youch'd, and 
r Hap 

Ix has been the opinion of very experienc'd 
Tradeſmen, and of Lawyers alſo, that not only 


the name of the perſon to whom any goods are 


ſold, ſhou'd be expreſs'd in the Books, but the 


lece where he dwells, as the Town and County, 


if out of London, and the ſtreet or lane where he 
dwells in London; becauſe upon a tryal at Law, 
for proof of a debt, where the Books are to be 
brought in evidence, it may be argued thus; 
bere are goods ſold and deliver'd to 750. Sutton, 
but what then? this may be another 250. Sutton 
of the ſame trade; there may be many Thomas 
Suttons as well as the defendant. I 

Bur if it be ſaid ſuch and ſuch goods ſold to 
Tho. Sutton of Ware in Hertfordſvire, mercer; or 
ſuch and ſuch goods fold to Tho. Sutton of St. 
Martin's Le Grand, London, Stay-maker, and the. 
like; theſe authorities go a great way to make a 
good voucher to the entry, and with a 1 
Book will be of great vg in a Cour, of Juf- 
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tice to prove, that the ſame Tho. Sutton, who iz 
ſued for the debt, is the very man and no other. 

A good debt once recover'd by the meer aid 
of ſuch a well wording the entry in the Book, 
will make the Tradeſman think the labour, which 
is but a trifle, well beſtow'd ever after; as one 
juſt debt loſt for want of a few ſuch ſupernume. 
rary words, as ſome call them, will make a Tradef- 
man ſenſible of the floth and neglect of them ever 
after . | | "atk Ls c 

I cannot therefore but recommend it to the 
Tradeſman, to venture the ſimple Challenge of im- 

ropriety and formality; and in order to have his 
7 or Day- book be able to ſhow it ſelf in a 
Court of Juſtice on any occaſion, give it a full 
and fair title on the Head of the firſt leaf or folio, 
ſo worded and ſo made coherent by the wording 
the ſubſquent entries, that it may read into every 
leaf of the Book, it there be occaſion, without 
any 1 6 6 
Tux for the full proof of the delivery of the 

goods, let him take care to have his Porter or ſer- 
vant ſign the delivery of every parcel, as they re- 
ſpectively carry'd them our, ſetting their hand 
under every parcel, as is obſerv'd in the caſe above, 
with or under theſe words, Deliver'd by me. 

THz manner of the Tradeſman's Day-book 
may be as follows, -(viz.) only before I mention 
the particulars, let me take notice of the order of 
the thing, namely, that it is to contain the firſt 
thing done in his way of trade, fo that it begins 
at his beginning, and therefore ſhou'd firſt have 
fairly entred all the goods his ſhop or warehouſe 
is ſtock'd with for his trade, as his Caſh-book 
ſhou'd have the firſt money he brings into ſtock. 
Thus (viz.) | | 
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he Joukxar, or The Dar-Book. 


peing a daily Entry of all the Goods, of 
what kinds. ſoeyer,. bought in, or fold 
out, and delivered out upon Credit, by 
me, or my Order, and on my Account; 
beginning this 1/7 day of January, Anno 
1725. incluſive, 


Anthony Goodſrock, 


Saturday, Jan. 1. 1725. 
Sold to Mr. Francis Kidd of Eurer Mercer, 


tua, containing 62 
yards, at 6s. Gd. p. yd. 
1 Piece fine black Vel- | 

vet, cont. 23 yards, 27 17 06 
At 22s. Gd. p. yard; . | 
Piece fine Brocade, 

halfell, cont. 20 yds. + 18 00 o 64 00 06 
at 185. P. — —— 


i Fiocy fine Ital. Man- 
1 20/0300 


Deliver'd per me, 
bimſelf, at the Caſtle | 
in Woodſtreet, a 


Nich. Cawlay. | „ 


HS 


%, o « 
. IE 
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a 7 Jr, Fan. r. continued. 


.d to Mr. Ralph: Ti odd, Taylor, in Chandoix: reet. 


20 Vds. fine Camblet, 2 | 
at 25. 2 P. yd. F \ d 4. Z Of 09 


Deliver 'd by me 
Tho. George. 


” 


8 © 


Sold to Mr. Milliam Eaton, of Windſor. 


1 Piece fine Crimſon 
Italian Mantua cont. 0 23 os o8 
7 4 yds. at 65.44.p.yd.) 
1 Piece Engliſþ flow- 
er'd Damaſk, cont. $0. | 


25 yds. at 1 15. 6d. 14 07,08 
P. yd. 
1 Piece Engliſh Camb- 1 Gol 
let, 43 yds. at AA 1 
6d. p. yd. 
2 Pieces Engliſh Man-) 20.2051 3: 2 12 
tua black, contain- 8 1 
ing 120 yds. at 75 30 00 oo De, 
P. yd. * — 175 o2 10 


Deliver d to the Windſor 
ne by me . 
Tho. George, 5 


31018 


31 y | 4 T . . f * | 
* F 2 4, * * 7 b 
. . — ; v. — Aonda), 
4 S757 "of. 0 
6 1 2 7 ' 


el, 


10 


755 
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Munde, Fan. do 
Sold to * honourable the x Lady N | 


22 Yds. Straw - co- 7 
lour'd Italian Man-& — J. 8 gc. oo 
tua, at 75. Sd. p. yd. e 

Deliver d to her Lady- 
ſhip's Woman, who 
brought her Order, by 
me | 


Moſes Buſs. | 


Memorand. | 


My Lady's Order in 
the Drawer of Or- 5 
ni 


4 


Sold Moſes Thomas Taylor „ 
in Hatton Garden. 


12 Ys. fine Crimſon 
Velvet, at 275. p. yd. 50. Jie 0 Las a. 00 
Deliver d to bimſelf ly | 
mne C33 I. Ate wa hs 


Sold to Sir Walter Magpye, Bar* 


$2 Yds. of fine figur'd * | 
crimſon Velvet, ad ===-==--- 7,123 00 00 
30s. p. yard, 


Deliver * per me Nich. Cawlay. 


er H 3 Bought 


60 Yards fine Garden 


draft, at 9s, 6d. 
yard, — 


84 Yards ditto, of the 


f.4*- Va 1 


ſecond pattern, a 29 08 00. 


Ts. per yard. 
120 Yards crimſony 
flower'd Damaſk, ar * 69 00 06 


115. 64. e- e 


* n Ah. 4 


— * 


J. 127 18 00 
N —— 


Bought of Mary — 
Mackler. 


200 Yards of Engliſh 
Gomes. at + 2 5 1 47 N 


S+ 


Sold to Mrs. Martha Flower, 
Mantua- maker i in Pel- * 


25 Yards Tralian Man- 
* . WR Ly oro 
Deliver'd'per ne 


. Gor 807 


3 2 Iv. Ie" a > 
Monday, Jun. 3. continued. 
- - Bought of James Gouck, Weaver, © 


i 


6c 


So 


= $4 * k — os N : ” "" - — 
* ws LE * 
5 9 a ; 
. 
E 1 
= 
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01 veſday, 7 an. 4. 
Sold. to the Lady Perks,. for her Family 


Mourning. 


136 Yards black Dutch 0 * 0 
Mantua, at 88. p Are of 0c o ; | 


60 Yards Engliſh 2. e al. a 
at $5. 0d, —— | 


- — 18 00 
Deliver'd to my ' Lady's © 77 0 Nic 
Servant, by me | 


Moſes "oy; Fs 
Sold to Sam. Johns Tay- 
lor, in Limeſtreet. 


7 Yards black — Os 
at 215. 


Deliver'd by me 
Tho. George. 


Sold to Mr. Jilliam Hankey, + 
of St. Edmunds Bury. 


24 Yards. crimſon Da-, , i 
f maſk, at 145. p. yd. cet $6.29 

2 Yards ditto, for a 
Bed, at 1 35. 6d. — SS * 

126 Yards black Man- 
l tua, at 75. 3 4 Oe 
25 Yards fine Brocade, 
(French) at 225. — y 


27 10 OO 


m—. I 00 
Deliver d to the Bury Ware- 

houſe, at the Bull with- 
| In is hope, by me Tho, George. 


Bought 


Rs 


Bold Sir Henry Rumbald. 
110 Yards figur'd Vel- 


104 


* 


A Hupplement 1% 
'$, wY 
bo k 8 , * N Ls. 


7 


| . . Bought of Claude Gait 10 


oo Yardsof French Vel- et 
3 vet, at 175. 6d. p yd. Pas 10 o 


Wedneſday, Jan. x ON 


Sold to Henry Dobſon, Eſq; 


I2 Yards flower'd Da- 
maſk, at 115. p. yd. 7 1 6 12 99 
8 Yards. Thread- FI. 


tin, at 45. 64. I 16 0 


Deliver d by me 5 
Moſes Buſs. RIO 


vet for a Bed and 


Window - Curtains, © L154 oo 09 


at 286. — m.— 


N to bimſelf in 


| S "I 
4 William James. "pl 4 

3 7 : a ; : n 
3 midneſduj 


- the Shop preſent, Fam 


—— 88 5 


D 
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 Weduſaay," Jan f continued. 


Bou bt of "Henry © Seruiert;] of receiv'd 
EP 7M . 1. Per ts g 


12 Pieces fine French y ” None 
Mantua, containing(,, ae bn 
60 yards each, at . 198 oO O 8 
00 Yar, s fine French 

; Velvet, at 2278.— 330 o lo 


——— — 


* 


J. — 00 oo 5 


1 


Sold the Counteſs of as 


176 Yards "_ French 
Velvet, at 20s. — * oo oO 


26 Yards fine Brocade,? 
at 18 s. 23 o8 00 

Deliver 4 70 Her * 
. Woman, per 


Nich. Camlay. 5 | 


Sola Jobn Williams, Ela; 
26 Yards fine crimfon 
Da 


4. 16 18 o 


Bronx I proceed it may be neceſlary to ſay 
ſomething to the more cotnmon method of Day- 
books, in the hands of ordinary ſhop»keepers, and 
of this which ſeems more ſingular and extraordi. 
--nary. | 
: 12 can be no valuable objection to ſay this is 
calculated for a Tradeſman of large dealings, and 
that ſmaller things muſt not be done in ſo formal 
a manner, but that fewer words and cloſer writing 
muſt do. erde 
To this I anſwer, that it is true in retailers of 
a meaner kind, the Day-book may be cloſer 
written, and I ſhall give you a ſpecimen in a few 
words; bur ſtill we do rot undertake here, only 
to teach ſhoe-makers and hoſiers, and glovers, 
how to keep a Day-book, but mercers and dra 
and tradeſmen of the higheſt magnitude alſo, for 
as every one may be ignorant, it can't be below 
any of them to learn. e 
Bur here let me object againſt a vulgar me- 
thod of Book- keeping, by entring and crofling 
out, which I can by no means agree to be call'd 
Book- keeping, any more than ſcoring upon a 
vintner's bar, or chandler's ſlate is Book- keeping, 
where when tis paid, ris wip'd out with a ſponge. 
Bur to ſuch tradeſmen who truſt abundance of 
money in trifles, and cannot help it, I wou'gad- 
viſe this method, ( vi.) to keep a ſmaller Bock to 
enter all petty things below twenty ſhillings, or 
below forty ſhillings at à time, and this ſhou'd 
be -calFd rhe ſmall debt Day-boek, and theſe 
might be ſcratch'd out, or croſsd out when you 
pleaſe, and were the Book it ſelf rasd out of bu - 
ſineſs, and no truſt be given by ſuch retail, it 
word not be ni. : 52556 
Bur fince ſome people will go on truſt for e- 
very thing, even to fix pence or a ſhilling, a pair 
of gloves, a handkerchief, a pair of ſtockings, or 
"ll I what 


FR 1 H”HoCnp 2 


w” Oe 


© 1. 7, 


or 8 = OO fa - 


an 2 2&4 
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what ever ha to be ſold, it may be needful 


to give the Tradeſman a bint' in this caſe too. 
Ixsr, even in this low priz'd article, there 


muſt be a form and an exactneſs; the preamble 


or title of the Book muſt ſpeak Exgliſb, and be 
taught to read in a Court of Tultice, as I have 
ſaid above; and it may be ſo without any difficulty 
to the er the „ on * bu 
or on the top o , 
— 4 to ſtand right 4 it odd 8 70 
F IRST of all the title of i it ſhou'd be thus, 


A petty Debt-book, or 4 daily entry of goods 
ſold in ſmall parcels upon credit, and remaining 
. whey auer d. 

By me A. B, 


Memorandum 

SUCH — as being fold, and deliver d, and 
entred in this Book and not croſs'd wich this 
mark thro' the ſums, they are to remain till 
owing and unpaid for; but ſuch as have this mark 
X X ͤdravn thro' the ſum or ſums of mon 
which they are rated at are paid, and by thoſe — 
ſes Ido ac . chem to to befully diſcharged, 


A. B. 
preamble and memorandum, the 


Arrzx this 


* pf. (the leaf ſhould e thus, 


January; 
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January, Anno 1725. 


| Goods ſold, not being paid for at the time of 
- | the delivery, as follows (viz.) - 


T. To We Bland at Fr. Katherine's A 

1 pair of Men's Buck * ko 
_ Thin LINE: Wy J. oo of | — 
1 pair of Woman's > © | 


Lamb Glovss —-* 99.9% 00: 
J. oo o oo 


2% Mr. John Pied, 1 pair of white) 
Fo oh — bs . 02 
To Mr. John Degroe, 6 pair of } a 
white Lamb Gloves at 18. 2 d. & oo 07 oo 
per pair 
3. To Mr. Williams's Daughter, ) 
2 Tards of Muſlin, at ys. 47 
per Jard —— _ — 
20 Thomas at tbe Peacock 2 coarſe 1 
Neckclotbs, at 2 8. each * 2 
To Mary Johnſon en : 
2 Mobb at — — — 
To Wu. Hallom, E/; * 
2 fine Turn Overs, N. | 
4 68. 6d. J £09 13 09 
1 Silk Handkerchief oo of 06 
I pair white Gloves o Or 02 


{ 


— —_ 


09 10 06 


oo 04. oo 
1 1 


00 ©2 03 


— 


1.00 19 08 


N. B. Tis neceſſary to carry this etty Debt- 
book a little farther, tor the take of other Ex- 
amples, as follows, 1 


— n 


Petty 
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* Debts continu d. 


Fuannary, Amo 1725. 
Goods fold on Credit, as before. 


4 To Mr. Andr. Soams, 3 pair of 


Gloves, XXX ies es 06 
To the Maid M | | ” 

at the Red Cro 
. 1 Sill Handker- 
chie/⸗ — 
2 Tards Cherry-co-y _ 

Jour d Ribbon, at — oo o1 08 


ro d. per yard, | 
Needles, — — oo oO 04 


"To Mr. Jeffrey ol 


J. oo 03 06 


Barber, 2. Turn- 
overs XXX 

5. To WU. Groves, 
Mr. Smith's Foot- 
man, a Velvet Cap, 
ready made 

To Capt. Johnſon, = 
pair of Gloves, 

To Mrs. 22 
the Midwife, 27 | 
fine Muſlin A - -- - I. oo 15 oo 
prons, ready made, 7 
XXX — 
20 Mr. Williams 
at next door, 2 


filk Handkerchiefs 
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Petty Debts continu d. 


January, Anno 1725. 
| Goods ſold on Credit as before. 


To Mr. Sam: Sims,) Malt ol 
Jun,. 2 pair 21 . J. oo 02 * 
Gloves — — 
1 Silk Handkerchief, oo oz o8 
6 Turm overs, at 45. Ot 04 00 


— — ot 10 00 
Memorand. 
Taken a Note under his hand for 
3 the Money, payable at 2 months. 


6. To Mr. John Fiſh, | 
2 fine Shirts made = 7.02 18 00 
up XXX — 1 
To Mr. Fiſher's Man 
2 coarſe T1 FO 
To Mr. Wa. Sym- | 
ſon, 1 pr. white = <=--- J. oo 01 OL 
FC!loves.— b 
To Mrs. Carey by 
ber Maid, 1000+ 1.00 oo 10 
Pins, 
3 Papers of Needles oo on oz 
ig 5 Tards Sas Ribbon, oo oz 1t 
| 1 Wrougbi Handkerchief oo of 06 
| — — 1.0% 10 o/ 


* 
EF 


——— - = I. oo 06 00 


70 Mrs. Tolſey the 


. Batter, 1 flrip e ... J. oo 07 06 
1 0 Muſlin Apron,— 
EX  - SToMrs. Amp, at the 


Red Crols, 1 pr. EET J. 00 01 2 
0 


— — — — 


of Kid Gloves, — 4 
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Petty. Debts continu d. 


January, Anno 1725, 
Goods ſold on Credit, as e 2 


To Mr. John James, 
2 Turn- over X X 
7. To the Bar- Keeper at 
the Swan, I plain | Sr Mo 
Muſlin Hood with 7 %S es os 
Esaging, 
70 Thomas _ 
the Drawer, J. 00 oy 06 
fine 7. — 
2 Pr. Gloves, 


To Mis — - 
Couſin Jacom 
2 4 blew Rib- £90 bt 
bon. 4 . 
Pr. fine Garters, 00 03 06 
Pr. Kid Gloves, — oo ol 06 
———1. 00 07 oo 
8. To Mr. James the 
oh o 18 o 


LSE 1. 00/07 oo 


OO O2 O4 
— 4. oo o 16 


Confectioner, 
wry lin 
o William - 
"the Shoemaker, N oo 00.07 
pound Hair-powd. 
Yards narrow Rib- 
2 X XX 5 WHOA 00 


— oo oi 07 


| / « | 
by "I K ——_ wn . 4 * f 
7 1 1 4 * . hy #9 YL FY "* D * * 2 
La mm TY 8%. 5 N Ei eh 24 
1 « lement to 
— 


Petty Debts continu d. 


January, "Anno © 172 5. 
Gb Jeld on Credi ir, as jos. 
11 
Fp Jaſper Wilton, 1 
J Handlercheff lo 05 0s | 
1 Turnover —— ©0 Of os 
"wh 2 00 o 04 
10 12 0 
Magi pi 
Mr. Filſon promis'd to 
lee it paid. | 
10.75 Mrs. Lawren nce, a 12 
N 2 yards of narrow ds. aches 
' *Mackiin Lace, at yo 09 7 8 45 
45. 6d. per yard. 
12 Tards a. Edging 
at 4d. 4 per yard, F © 60 og 0 
To Mr. Tho. Sami ne 
9 Mr. amſon 
I pair Gloves, wy 4 rig 47 | 
2 Shirts, ready made, | 
OO 16 oo 
XXX. — . 13 
* — — 1.00 17 0 
0 Sampſon. Eaton das 
: _ of Cle, OR e 
To W=® ſohnſon, 
Gilt — n os. 
2 Pair Gloves OO o O4 | 
bs — Turn- over,. — 00.08. 06 Tt 


— oo 16 04 1 


1 
* 


| EN 


EX, Perkins, Pay-maſter. To 


T0 
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Petty Debts continu d. 


January, Anno 1725. 
Goods ſold on Credit, as before. 


11.70 Capt. Swaſh 
„ Hab be — 1 02. 06 
To Mr. Jenkins's 
little Son, 25d. non — oo 01 08 
blue Ribbons. - 
To Mr. Wu. At- 
kins, 1 Pl J. oo oy 06 
fine Muſlin, - | 
7 Tards Ordinary 00.12 6 
+ Thouſand Pins od oo 08 


P ·—˙³ 1 \ Ol 08 
12.79 our Milk-w0- 
man, 4 fine. —— 00. 02 06 
Crimſon Knott, | 
To John the Smith 
1 Silk Hand 90 03 06 
ter chief 
20 nw * . 
2 fine Ho 
Shirts made 8 23 
13.70 Mr. W. Child 


* 


F yards fine Va- 4 7 
lenciennes lace, > ot IF 00 1 

for a Turn-over | U. 

at 7. per yard 4 
Mem. n 1 

I took a Note WY his hand ey " LES A 
but not diſcharg'd the Debt. 1 5 
L Tui ; 


| 
s Þ 

2 1 aan | 
. * 4 | 
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Tuts is the proper method for a ſmall Debt. 
book, or a Debt - book, as they call ir, for a ſmall 
Tradeſman; and this Book, tho* the Tradeſman 
may think otherwiſe, ought to be as exact, and 
as carefully kept, as any of the Books above men- 
_ tioned of the greateſt conſequence, and ſhould be 
worded as-plain, that it may appear in evidence 
to prove little debts. 

Tuis is of all the reſt the moſt ſignificant to 
a Tradeſman, becauſe whatever goes out of his 
ſhop, and is not ſet down in this Book, unleſs 
memory preſerve it, (and that is but a poor ſhift, ) 
is as effectually loſt as if a Thief had ſtolen it; for 
it is not the cuſtom now, for people to pay debts 
without asking, or to acknowledge and remem- 
ber debts, without they have ſome evidence to ſa- 
tisfy them, and you can prove it; and if the 
Tradeſman dyes, what has his widow or poor 
children to ſhow to make a demand by, or to 
get in their own? | 
Tunis Book therefore is as eſſential to him, as 
the Journal or Day-book, with the Porter's hand 
ro the delivery of every pareel, is to the mercer 
or draper; and the preamble at the beginning is 
as needful, nay more needful than that of the 
higher Tradeſman, becauſe. you have here no 
names of porters or ſervants to atteſt the deliyery 


of the goods. 


Tarr are two things yet neceſſary to 2 
Tradeſman, for his exact preſerving the form of 
his buſineſs, and for a due recourſe to, in the 
caſe of his deceaſe, and tho* they are things of 
no great note, yet they are oftentimes of con- 
ſequence to him, or at leaſt to thoſe that come 

after him. 
Bor before I come to thoſe two things, let 
me obſerve, that I am the more particular in this 
| matter 


aig © 


7 


— 2 


BBW o a 5 0 


come after them. 
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matter not here only, but in every caſe where it 
has any relation to the Tradeſman's poſterity, 1 
mean thoſe whom he ſhall immediately-leave be- 
hind him, becauſe it is too much the caſe amon 
Tradeſmen, eſpecially thoſe in a great hurry + 
retail buſineſs, that they do not concern them» 
ſelves, at leaſt not as they ought to do, to pre- 
ſerve the proof of things in a clear and undeni- 
able manner, for the benefit of thoſe that arè to 
Tux v act in a ſtate of health and vigour, their 
heads are upon the preſent occaſions of their Bu- 
ſineſs, and perhaps they are in hurry enough, or 
indeed too much for any more concern than need 
muſt; they are careful to enter things in their 
Books, and even that is done in ſuch a hurry 


ſomerimes, that it may be called, an entry and no 


entry, a minute or a memorandum, rather than a 
fair entry, for they are call'd away, perhaps to a 
cuſtomer, and they have no time, and then oy 
forget to go back again, and ſo the entry is ma 


by halves, or left unfiniſh'd, or perhaps not made 


at all, and ſo the debt is loſt as much as if the 
goods had been ſtolen. | | 
Suu tradeſmen ſhou'd keep a Blotting-boak, 
and minute things in them for the help of memo- 
ry, as I have faid in its place is done, and then 
at night when the ſhop is ſhut, ſpare an hour or 
two, tho' it be from the facred Tavern, or the 
Club, to enter fairly the buſineſs of the day. 
Bur then let me add a hint or two by the by; 


alſo, let them be ſure to do it every day, for, 


1. As the Blotting-book is but as a minute, or 


memorandum of what is done; ſeveral particulars 


are often not ſer down in it, which the memory 


may perhaps retain and ſupply till evening; bur 
which if it lye longer in 1 head, is apt to be thruſt 
| 2 


out 
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out again by a throng of new incidents, and by 
the, like particulars relating to the next day's 
2. I he has not time for carrying one: day's 
minute off into a Day- book, when will he find 
time for two days; and with much more juſtice 
I may enquire, when will he find time for three 
or four days, ora week; in a word tis not done, 
and cannot be done; he anſwers, I can't help it, 
Lam not able to help it, there tis in the Blot - 
ting · Book, ſo that I ſhan't forget it, 1 muſt een 
poſt it away into the Ledger at once, for I can 
never write it all over again; and thus it goes 
hand over head in the groſs, unexamin'd into the 
Ledger, and perhaps not there neither, till after a 
long time. 


Tus is a moſt fatal miſchief in a Tradeſman's 
buſineſs, the firſt entrys of goods being done as 
only for a memorandum are never full, require 
always examining; the particulars for want of time 
are not fully enough expreſs'd or deſcrib'd, but 
as tis rightly call'd a Blotting-book, it requires 
much to be blotted out, and much to be added, 
and put in to compleat it, and when this comes 
to be examined with the cuſtomer's Books, which 
perhaps is more exact, the tallyes are ſo far from 
agreeing, that they are ſcarce to be known by one 
another to be the ſame entry. 3 

As the Tradeſman thus turns his Blotting · book 
into a Journal, ſo he will ſoon turn his Ledger 
a Blotting- book, that is to ſay, have his accounts 
full of miſtakes and amendments, and ſome of 

them irrecoverable. | 
I had much rather have a Tradeſman make his 
Journal be a Blotting-book, than his Blotting- 
book be his Journal; that is to ſay, J had rather 
ſee his Journal foul written, be full of 3 

Rc. AYY IVES VIM] a 


= Dogern 


0 
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and ſcratch'd\ out, words altered, figures wrong 
caſt up, and the like, than fee his Ledger poſts 
ed from his foul minutes upon which there can 
be no dependance. od- NH fm Ne 2372 
- Bes1Des here is at once all the evidence of 
buſineſs loſt, all the care of poſterity is laid aſide, 
all the poſſibility of proof is taken away from his 
widow and children, for the Blotting-book has 
no titles, no head to it in general, or to the folios 
in particular, there is nothing but a rude, rough 
entry of particulars; ſometimes the names at large, 
ſometimes only the initial letters of the names; 
nothing that will read, as J have ſaid in its place, 
in a Court of Juſtice, or make a legal proof of a 
debt. 1017 v2 
Ir is a ſcore upon a wall, or upon a late ; I 


ſay, cis as that is, and no more; therefore I wou'd 


moſt carneſtly perſuade every. Tradeſman, if the 
hurry of his Bufineſs in the day, requires his en- 
tring goods fold rough only in the nature of a 
minute or Blotting- book, not to fail every night; 
I ſay every night, to enter every thing over again 


fair, and fully in his Day-book, as is directed a- 


bove. | 


+ Bur I come back to where I left off; 1 ſay, 


there are two things ſtill to be named, that are 
very neceſſary to a Tradeſman, for the regular ma- 


naging his buſineſs and his Books; Thele are, 


1. Tax due preſerving his correſponding Let- 
ters: It is true a retail Tradeſman, or indeed a 
wholeſale man, a merchant excepred, can hardly 


be ſuppoſed able to copy his own Letters to his 
correſpondents, unleſs he could do as a certain 


ag who I knew was faid to do, viz. to write 


his Letters with his right hand, and copy them 
with his left hand at the ſame time; but that 


art or capacity, I believe, dyed with him. 
| I 3 Ixp RED 
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- Invetp in caſe of large orders, given to the Ma- 
nufacturers in the country, to make ſuch and ſuch 
goods; and in ſome cales, where matters of ac- 


counts are contended in Letters, even an inland 


Tradeſman ſhou'd copy ſuch Letters; and there- 
fore I wou'd adviſe every Tradeſman, whoſe bu- 
ſineſs is conſiderable, to keep a Copy- book for 
all Letters of more than ordinary conſequence. 

Bur the preſent advice relates more particu- 
larly to the careful keeping correſpondents Let- 
ters from the country, for thoſe on many occaſi- 
ons are the beſt, and moſt authentick vouchers, 
for what may paſs between the writer and the 
perſon written to; For Example, 
1. Tat country cuſtomer writes an order for 
goods, and by this order the ſhop-keeper ſends 
hem'; ſeveral incidents fall in here to make room 
for diſpute, and which producing the Letter, in 
which the order is expreſsꝰd, can only decide; as 
particularly the countryman writes thus, fend 
me ſuch and ſuch goods, and then adds, pray fend 
them without fail by ſuch a veſſel belonging to 
our town, ſhe lyes at the Bridge- houſe- key, the 
maſter's name is Tho. HYoolman. | 

Tuis the Tradefman obſerves exactly, delivers 
the goods, and his porter ſigns the Book; the 
veſſel goes away, ſuppoſe for Yeymouth, where 
the cuſtomer lives; but the ſhip and goods are 
loſt at the Iſle of Wight, the veſſel ſtranded, and 
the goods loſt or ſpoil'd. n 

THis Letter then is the only proof that the 
Tradeſman, or his widow, has to make aut that 
he, the country cuſtomer, either order'd the goods 
to be ſent at all, or order'd them to be ſent on 
board that veſſel, and if both cannot be proved, 
the loſs lies upon the Tradeſman here; but o- 
therwiſe, upon him at Meymoutb, who order'd 


* 
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Ir is the ſame thing with a carrier, ſuppoſing 
any diſtaſter befalls the carrier, as his waggon 
being robb d, as often happens; or if it be a pack 
horſe carrier, the horſe is driven away by ſome 
ſudden flood, or falls down in the water and ſpoils 
the goods; in all which caſes, if the Tradeſman 
had his cuſtomer's order to ſend the goods by ſuch 
a particular carrier, the loſs was his own, I mean 
the cuſtomer's. 
LIxRwIsx ſuppoſing the goods to arrive ſafe, 
and when he comes to open them, he cavils at 
the ſorts, and pretends he did not order ſuch ſorts 
of goods, or not ſuch a quantity, and the like; 
In all theſe caſes the chapman's Letter is the 
Tradeſman's voucher, and if that be loſt, the goods 
are refus'd, and perhaps laid by to be return'd, 
that is to ſay, to get an abatement of price up- 
on thoſe prerences. 

Bur producing the chapman's Letter puts an 
end to all ſuch diſputes, and the Tradeſman or his 
widow has no trouble at all, but convicts him 
2 his own hand writing, which he cannot 

y. 

THERE are many other caſes which make pre- 
ſerving the country Letters neceſſary, as particu- 
larly the MOTOR the receipt of Bills, and 
the receipt of ter they are ſent down, 
and which are all one as receipts given in a Book, 
or next of kin to them. | 

Tux ſecond head mention'd above, is the Tradeſ- 
man's keeping a Book to enter down the accep- 
tance of Bills drawn upon him. 

Tuis indeed principally relates to a man, who 


dealing much in the country among the Manu-. 


facturers, and workmen, ſuch as clothiers, factors, 


hard-waremen, c. receives Goods from them, 


and they draw their Bills again upon him for their 
money; when theſe Bills — to the Tradeſi on 
» = 4 . ö 


As — 


| 
| 
| 


ne Ae 


that is, are preſented for acceptance, he ſets his 
hand to them as accepted. i 12 


Nov *tis abſolutely neceſſary for him to enter | 


down in a Book this acceprance, that ſo he ma 


always know what Bills are running out againſt - 


him, and what day they. become due, that he may 
take care, beſtir himſelf among his cuſtomers, and 
get in money againſt the time to pay them cur- 
rently, that his credit may be preſerved, and no 
man may be put to come twice for his money. 
Ir will be but a poor excuſe, for a warehouſe 
man or ſhop-keeper, when a Bill is brought to 
him for payment to ſay, indeed I did not think 
it had been due till _ * — 1 ought — know 
the very morning of the day when a Bill is due 
that the Bill will be ſure to — demanded in — 
afternoon, and he ought to know it as much as any 
day, that he has a mind to look in his Boox. 


I think I need not give a ſpecimen for ſuch a 


3 is plain, but that a Reus 
Tradeſman may not plead ignorance,” take tho 
method in ſhort thus, p 11 

Ler the Title be thus, 


A BiLL-Book, 


Or ws continu'd entry of the acceptance of 
Bills, and the, time when due. 


Turx for the entring the Bills, let it be thus, 


Jan. 19, 
J. 80 17: oo. payable at twenty days fight, 
10 Henry Williams or order; AcctyTep 7his 
day; due the three days included on the 2d of 
February. _ F 


” 


Or 


A Bill drawn by Wa Jones of Exeter, for 


* 
W 
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os you may form this Book into columns for 
the readier finding out Bills when accepted, which 
bey order thus, N * 


a | 9 NV. _ 1 Ls s ö 4 1 A Wa 
, er — gn Days fight | When due 
I Fan, 10. L. 150 | (Pm. Jene, 20 Days | 2 Feb. 

| | ain ger | 


4 | 


EiTHER of theſe methods are regular, and will 
anſwer the end; but one method or other is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, ſo the Tradeſman may take 
which he likes beſt. 1 wGh-7 

I ſuppoſe 1 need not direct a Tradeſman to take 
receipts for money, when he pays it without Bills 
of Exchange, nor that he ſhou'd keepa Beok for 
ſuch receipts, not truſting to looſe papers, which 
are cafily miſlay'd, and often loft, and the want 
of which often makes money be twice demanded, 
and ſometimes twice paid. W 

Here now are two precedents for the Tradeſ- 
man, one of the moſt conſiderable, and the other 
of the loweſt claſs of buſineſs; one for the rop of 
the trade, a mercer, and the other for Miſs — 
the milliner, truſting out a row of pins, or a yard 
of Incle. - A 

For this muſt be allow'd to be an unalterable 
maxim in trade, namely, that every thing that is 
fold muſt be found in money, or on paper, in the- 
box, or in the book; if it be not in one of theſe 
* loſt, and the Tradeſman is in a way to be un- 

neee BMI vi mo | | 

Ir is not a ſufficient objection to lay, the value 
is ſmall; nothing is fo ſmall. that it ought to be 
loſt; if it be too {mall to be ſex down in the Book, 
it ſhou'd be too ſmall to be ſold, or at leaſt too 
ſmall to be truſted, and indeed the TRIER 

ov | at 
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that will not keep a petty Debt - book, or ſmall 
Shop book, ſhou' ll write over his door, N. 
ruſt by retail, or write upon his Book, 1 loſe al 
1 Debr-book, like the p 

. Tmrs keeping a petty Debt-book, like the pe 
ty Caſh-book — 5 great Caſh-book, — 

Journal of a vaſt throng of trifling articles, tn 
ſaves the labour of poſting ſuch trifles to the 
Ledger, which wou'd be endleſs and- intolerable, 
then ir prevents the croſſing and cancelling, which 
in a Journal of any conſequence is inſufferable. 

_ THERE remains one thing ſtill to mention, in 
this laſt inſtance of Book-keeping, namely, the 
affecting brevity in ſetting down the particulars, 
which the Tradeſman ſets down juſt, in ſhort, for 
his own direction only, as if the Book was to be 
of no uſe when he may be in his grave. 

. Tris brevity is fatal, if ever his debt comes to 
be demanded by widows, or orphans, or execu- 
tors, Fc. while the man is alive 'tis one thing, 
but when he is gone tis another; tis hard a debt 
ſhou'd be loſt to the poor family, however trifling 
it may be, and that for want of the much more tri- 
fling daſh of the pen at the time of entring; for 
example, ſuppoſe the Tradeſman was a, Glover, 
and here he has fold a man two pair of gloves up- 


on truſt, which he enters thus, h 
| w to tl 
Sold Mr. Lawr. Crabb. men 


I pair plain Buck, at 76.— — 00 of 09 theſe 
2 pair white Lamb, at 18. 3 d.—— 00 02 06 Wl byyi 


— 


00 07 06 ſo ir 


Hx underſtands what he means very well, and this 
if it was for nothing elſe but for his own memo- I bog] 
randum it is well enough, and he preſently upon ¶ reco 


looking back knows chat theſe articles mean 995 aud 
7% 


Fw > Tf. 7 FS" 
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but in a Court of Juſtice it may, or may not be 
read ſo, as the Counſel ſhall, or ſhall not give 
weight to the objection. | | 
Tus Tradeſman knows, that one pair of plain 
Buck, is to be underſtood one pair of plain Back- 
ſt loves; bur here are no- gloves mention'd, 
a — ſhall the Book be fworn to, or a Jury 
take it. | | 
Tx next article is 2 pair white Lamb; here 
5 not the word gloves, nor is it mention'd, that 
it is at 1 5. 3d. each, or at 1s 34. per pair, but 
2 pair at 18. 3d. which at moſt can charge the 
debtor no more than 15. 3 d. in the whole. 8 
Tuis abridg'd way of entring, is juſt as good 
1j no entry at all, only for the help of the Tradefs 
man's memory when he is alive, for I inſiſt that 
ſuch a memorandum can never recover the debt 
in a courſe of Law, if the defendant denies the 
claim. 1 U 
*Tis far from being impertinent to put things 
down in terms ſo explicit, that the entry may 
ſpeak Engliſh, and if not, he might as well have 
written it in ſhort hand, as in any other writing, 
the effect being alike, and the language alike un- 
ntelligible. | 


Ir remains only now to direct the Tradeſman, - 
to the uſual form of a Ledger, or as ſome Tradeſ- 
men meanly call it, a Debt-book, to which all 
theſe things are poſted,” and where every perſon 
buying or ſelling to the Tradeſman, has his ac- 
count, which is in ſhort a regiſter, and is called 


ſo in ſome countries, where every man's accounts 


are entred and ſtand upon record for and againſt 
this is the laſt part of Book-keeping, as the Caſh- 
book is the firſt, and to this the Tradeſman has 
recourſe on all occaſions, to aſcertain his ſubſtance, 


and what he is worth in the world. 


D © F iS + 1 ASIF | 

Wx are, I /ay, now come to the Ledger, which 
is not only the largeſt and chief Book, but isthe 
laſt and great article of all Book-keeping ; for here 
all the Books mentioned before center, and are as 
it were copy'd and repeated, with this difference 
only, that here the articles are conciſe and gene- 
ral, referring to the Journal or Caſh- book for the 
particulars. — | 

As every line is a tacit reference to the Jour- 
nal or Caſh-book, for the particulars to explain it; 
ſo the page or folio of the ſaid Journal or Caſh- 
book, where thoſe particulars are to be found, is 
expreſly ſet down at the end of every article, and 
has a column on purpopſe to place it in before the 
ſum or value is exprels'd, as you will ſee in the 
ſpecimen. — 

AGAIN, as this column in the Ledger refers to 
the folio in the Journal, where the particulars are 
to be found; ſo every article in the Journal, when 
* into the Ledger, ſhould have the folio in 
the Ledger ſet down, where the man's accounts 
ſtand, to whoſe debt or credit, in account, the 
entry belongs; take the example here, becauſe in 
the ſpecimen of a Journal, given before, it is not 
expreſs d. bis! 2 of 1803 vu 


VN. B. This carrying things from the Journal 
or the Caſh-book, to the Ledger, or to the ac- 
count of the perſon to whom they relate, is call'd, 
poſting, and the mark made in the Journal to 
now when tis done, is call'd, the poſt mark. 


* 
1 


Suprostk 


CY © CD OO» CD CB id * 


5 ww YA ww ww TX ww 


ALI J. —— — 


the Complete Tradeſman. 125 
ö A Jan. 10. 1725. | 
Bold Mr. Henry Thompſon of Cambridge. 


SueeosE the entry in the Journal ſtood thus, 
4 13 [1 Vreni \ 1998 UV 


* * bo. 8 4 


1 piece fine Italiano 

mantua cont. 62 yds. Cl. 20 03 o 
at 6s, 6 d. 

1 Piece ſine Paduaſoy, 

cont. 43 yds. at Re 

Piece crimſon Da- 
mask cont. 26 yds. 14. 06 09 


12 Yds. black Velver,: 


15 OI 00 


12 oo oo 


J. 61 10 oo 
Po. 63. N 


Tue mark here Po. ſignifies that the articles 
is poſted to the debt of Mr. Hen. Thompſon in the 
Ledger, and the figures ſignifie that Mr. Hen. 
Thompſon's account in the Ledger, is to be found 
in fol. 63. I think nothing can be plainer. 

Ix the Ledger you have no occaſion to repeat 
any thing, for as I have ſaid above, every arti- 
cle ought to be general and conciſe, and never 
to exceed one line; and therefore when the above 
article, comes to be poſted into the Ledger to 
Mr. Thompſon's account, it ſhou'd take up no more 
words than thus, . aN 


Henry 7 homp/on of Cambridge. Dy. 7 


1727. Four. fol. I. 5. d. 
Jan. 10. To a parcel -------- 17 61 10 00 


OssERVE 


126 . A' Supplement to 
 OBserve here, if it is the firſt line of his ac. 
count, you may add thus, hes 


To a parcel ſent him, as per Journ, fol. 17, 


Tux all the ſubſcquent lines rend from it, and 
you may only ſay inſtead of the words in the Fil 


— 19. 
and ſo on as the parcel ſtands in the Journal. 


To Ditto — — 

N. B. In forming the Ledger, I do not re- 
gard the formality of making the Ledger here to 
be a ſcheme or draught from the particular ac- 
counts in the Caſh-book or Journal, of which [ 
have given a ſpecimen before, becauſe I do not 
rye my ſelf to this or that particular trade; nor 
are the times and dates at all, referring to one an- 
other; but one thing refers to one trade, and 
one to another, that all may have patterns to ſuit 
their occaſions. 

Non do the names refer to one another, but e- 
very ſpecimen is independent of any other, and [ 
thought it was beſt ſo, becauſe from theſe the 
Tradeſman may the more eaſily draw Ledgers, and 
Journals, and Caſh-books ſeparate as he pleaſes, 
and fo make a form for himſelf. 1 
Ix the firſt place; as I faid of the Day. bool, 
ſo I ay of the Ledger, ic ſhou'd have a title, and 
the titie ſhould be written on the outſide of the 
Book, and on the middle of the firſt blank leaf; 
but there needs no preamble or declaration at the 
Head of the leaf what the meaning of the Book 
is, as is needful in the Journal, becauſe every ac- 
count is a title or declaration, or a title to itſelf, 
including or expreſſing the meaning of the Book. 


Bur 


CG 
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Bur becauſe ſometimes the Ledger ſhall be full, 
and at an end at a differing. time, and when the 
other Books are not, for the Ledger, being the 
largeſt of all the Books, ſhall ſometimes out- run 
two or three Journals, thereſore "tis uſual to mark 
the Ledgers alphabetically, thus, | 


a Legder Ne. A. 


ind ſo on to B and C as the Tradeſman continues 
long in buſineſs, N 5 | 


—— —— 


n 5 
r 


| 
1 


| 
| 
| 


_—_ — — — — _ 
—_ - ST * 


- 


— — . 


—— — 
* 


o —— 
— — 
r 


2 


228 4 22 20 


Fo. 10. 


1727 


. to 
{ro 
16 
12 


27 
27 


James Collier b CU 3-4 


k, b Net, 


21 — Bs 4 | FA 
Toa parcel ſort him as per Four. 17 4 17 0 


To Ditto — — 41 


3 1m 06 


To Ditto —— — [zi 7 04 10 
To Ditto] or 20 os 06 


To Ditto 


—| 73] 97 13 % 


To Ditto ——| g1| 28 0z 07 
To Ditto —— ——|112|173 12 of 


x 


To Ditto 122] 72 If 0: 


826 04 00 


Eight hundred, twenty and 
"fix — four ſhillings, 


Per 
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| [EM Contra — 0 had I. 2 


| 4 7 _ 32 100 00 -5 
124 558. of himſelf — 36] 42 17 00 1 


215 Ditto 4012 oo 00 
10 By Bill on Tho. Webb] 44} 0 oo oo 
6[By Ditto on the Bani ,52\ yo 10 00 


_ 2 * * þ. * 
— * A 
* . 
FS 425 of oo f 
* 4 2 — . . ; 4 
4 > | * 4 * „ ' : 4 ' 


By his Credit in a new | J 
account to Ballance 400 19 oo 


826 04 = 


— 


Eight hundred, twenty and 
ſix pounds, four ſhillings. 


1726 . 


—_— Y To Caſh paid e ſl | 200 oO 09 
us | 


DID A Supplement«-to\ SN 
ect Rowe Bell. Dr. 


LILIQ 


11010] ag 


r 
3 


Pore —„-— —— 


To Ci 2 df in coun | 


| ee ons 
To Ditto per B 


To Ditto — 
ET Ditto — 


: 
: 
p UB. JEL 


Caſh 
un 
470 2% 


I6 


18 N x5 i Ti va 


24 


31 


38100 oo 09 


3b} 


42 { 


3 4 5 


LOO 99 00 


150! o 6 
\80-00 00 


do oo oo 
169 ads 


; Tomy Debt reſting to 


hin to o Balance 


„„ 


—— — * 


242 12 00 


891 12 oo 


— 


Eigbt hundred, ninety and one 
1 retro — 


1 


-Jokn hs of Briſtol 
further D.. 


Per 


„ od [WIC Rid wo aol mats 

1725] Per Contra — Cr. [Caſs | 4 & 
— 3 

. | — Nur ut . W 1 7 p . | g 4 F 


Dec. lo By pporlhnghrof tim as pes 5. 13] 66 12 00 


Jan. 17 By D,ꝭ́˙ im 200124 1 00 
* 245) Dittoxĩðäé ] 29 89 12 086 


Feb. t Ditto — 441216 6 086 
Mar. 8A Ditto —1 66187 10 oo 
1726 30h Ditto — — 187 57. 3.00 
Apr. 10 Ditto — 9184 19 08 
May] 9B Ditto —— 1122 35 17 04 
iv At 8091 12 00 
eee, Fight 1 ninety and one 
1 163 pounds, twelve ſhillings. 
Per Contra Cr: 
— — — —— . 
1726 Zy bis C in Accor above 242 12 oo 
7 By a parcel — — [126/116 7 00 
301 By Dine 72 97 12 00 


K 2 S, Frith 
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8. Frith of Durham Dr 


— 


To his Debe in former ac. fo. 10. | 


Zo a parcel ſent at per Jour. 


0. Ditro — U— 
[To Ditto — — 


EE Ditto - 


A Sipplement io 


— | 


? [746 z n 
140 [123 12 00 
84 3 00 
162 106 17 of 
187 iy 13 02 


To Ditto Euuvn — 


"95 | . 4 00 


11393 I3 06 


One thouſand, three hundred, 
nincty and three pounds, 
"thirteen ſhillings and fix 


Pence. 


wma 97 


1726 


10 


18 
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27 
9 
2 

20 


8 
14.55 


126] 


Per Contra C. 


- 


—— 

By Caſh p cr Dita 
By Ditro - — 
By Dittokwyl — 
By Ditto 


By Ditto — — 
By Ditto 


rn TRY 


* * 
a "2 


By Ditto — — 


By his Debt tb Ballance 


Caſb I. . d. 
Book | jr J 4 
Ml 
28 oo oo 
29 00 00 
32 too oo oo 
-| 33zrx 09/00 
34| 80 oo 00 
& oo oo 
35 oo oo 
1 30 ©0 009 
120 OO oo 
791 oO 00 
602 13 06 
1393 13 06 


One thouſand, three hundred, 
ninety and three pounds, 
thirteen ſhillings and fix 


pence. 


Tho. 


1727 [Tho.Jotinfon—D* Pe 


Wat .. 


1 We He] 


Dec. 12 To ere, Goods Jout Ven 320 g. Fel 
Iz De Ditto 3411-8 M 
Jan. 8 T Ditto as per Journal No. — 4 76 12 ©) 17 

200 To Ditto —— — 161 34 6 00 45 


Feb. 3/79 Ditto 221104 8 00 M 
11420 Ditto - — 311 64 7 © 2 
22 To Ditto — 39] 22 13 00 

Mar. 2 To Ditto — 421 96 12 00 
172628 To Ditto — 67|113 8 oo 

Apr. [11'To Ditto — 72] 34 6 oo 


Per 


d. 


888 


0 


WOO DOD e 


1725 


— * — 
—— — 3 — — 2 2 


| + R = 
By Ditto at the Bank. 


__— 
„ 15 
* 


By Ditto per Bill——| 


5 8 


By Caſh recd. per Bill]. 
By Ditto per bis Son 


5 1 e * 2 mart: 


| 
| 
| 


By Ditto 
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Per Contra ——»,C*: 
+ | d 11 "EE 


N. B. The above account, as alſo that over 
the leaf, is what I call an open account, or an ac- 


count depending, which is when the reſſ 


ive 


Parties have not done trading, are ſtill buying 
and paying, and have not clear'd or ballanc'd to 
any fix d time: this makes the page or folio ſtand 
moſt blank, that the Tradeſeman may ſee that 
while the ſaid account is ſo depending, and is like 
to be full of particulars, no other account ought 
to be begun upon the ſame leaf of the Book. 


— ——— . — 


17250 


John Franklyn, Da- 


r36 A Sapplement- to KAY 


* 


2 Ditto!⸗ů˖ 


To a parcel ſent him 
To Ditto woe mc; 
2 Ditto —— 
To Diller 


To Ditto — 


8 J. . 8. 


„„ = 7 


72 4.00 
102 13 oo 


118 17 o0 


0 iy oo 


JA 15/00 


32 10. 00 


[10179 Ditto —— 


114 6 oo 


Per 


r 


17 27 [Pet Eontia r 4 

W — — Lo | 
ö Jan. 1717 4 parcel recei vd 15124 16-00 
| 124{By Ditto - —_—— 20 98 13 oo 
| 1391 By Ditto — — 291122 I1 Oo 
Feb. | 26}By Ditto + ——|40| 17 4 09 
Mar. tel By Ditto —— 4 84 18 10 


N. B. This account is left open, and the whole 
page left blank, for the ſame reaſon as is mention'd 
in the former leaf. . 
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S. Frith of Durham De. 


— 3H 


. .d. 


To a parcel as per Jour. 


Ditto — — 4 


70 Ditto — — — 


To Ditto — 
Zo Ditto — — 681 
| 

To Ditto . 


. nc Bill for him as p. C.Book 
| To Dit. for Credit given him at Briſtol 
Toa parcel as per Jour. 

To Ditto ern. 


446 2 5 


179 11 o 


213 10 04 


A 13 10 

7 06 
378 10 00 
3 12.09 


200 IF 00 


163 10 oo 
239 6 oo 


160 7 oo 


1967 F 11 | 


One thouſand, nine hundred, 
ſixty and ſeven pounds, five 
oO and eleven pence. 


the Cumpleie Tradeſman. 139 


. 1727] per Contra Cr] J. 3. 4. 
— — — . \ 


Feb; |2.6|ByCaſb reces. a; per Caſh-book|" 1 2 100 oo c 
Mar. 200 By Ditto per Bj, 14 fo 00 oo 
27 By Ditto q — x5/t50 oo 00 
Apr. 12 By Dit. on a foreign Bill 16 200 15 00 
N 30} By Ditto on the Bank | © 
May\12] By Ditto of bimfelf — | 
Fuly| 2 By Ditto on the Bank—| 26123 17 00 
114 Ditto — | 271100 oo oo 


_ 


+ cy 
—_ 
A 
ty» 
2 


— 
O G9 
* 
88 
8 8 
8 8 


IS 1221 02 00 
Buy his Debt in a new ac . 
count, to Ballance car- 

ry'd on to fol. 68. 746 3 11 


- 
- 


1967 Fur 
One thouſand, nine hundred, 


ſixty and ſeven pounds, five 


ſhillings and eleven pence. 


» 
_- * — - 
———— ̃¶ AO y Er 


ange, to 


ernte p- 
a — ap =| fol 


Mar. 27 To Gaſs paid bis Bill. 13:50. 00 00 
Apr. 81To Ditto mm—_—_ — 120 o oo 
J 17 Ditto 161 00 00 
May 2170 Ditto — — 18 | 30 00 00 


120 7D Ditto - — 20 42 ©9 00 
1607⁰ Ditto 271100 oo oo 
1287 Ditto ——— ——| 28 fo oo oo 
Jul; 12D Ditto — 29122 00 00 
157 Ditto ——| | $87 oo oo 
20. Ditto 30 35 00 o 
Aug. 2 To Ditto —ʃ̃ 32130 CO oo 
12 To Ditto — 33] 60 oo oo 
5.7 Ditto — — 357 oo oo 

— 34| fo oo oo 


Sept. | 2|To Ditto 


| | 826 oo oo 
z0|To Caſh paid himſelf in| | 
I TowntoBal.all accu. 371 21 of 67 


847 of 07 
Eight hundred, forty ſeven 


pounds, five ſhillings and 
leyen pence. 


EA | Per 


>. he 


1745 


5 


3] 


10 


P er —— Ce. 


FA Goods rect. from bim| 


By Ditto 
By Ditto 
[By Ditto 


Fr Ditto, by Ship —— 
By Ditto = — 


— 


En ESD | 


* PS i. *. .- 


| J. 
FF 4 


| 


as 


137 15 06 


117 12 00 
94 13 07 


83 10 00 


| N ” "on * | oy. * ty * 
* N e 
5 : . a * Wo. $3.55 f od p, a. l - 
: 1 . i . ö * 8 N 
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173 2 06 


260 12 oo 


87 5 07 


Eight hundred, forty ſeven 


ounds, five "ſhillings 1 
en pence. 
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I might enumerate accounts to a great variety, 
as they will neceſſarily ſtand in the Tradeſman'; 
Ledger, where there will be always a difference 
in the nature of the accounts as the trade differs; 
but we cannot have room for it in this tract: tit 
ſufficient to obſerve, that all theſe I have given to 
exemplifie the thing, have {ome variation in their 
circumſtances, as you will ſee. 00 An 
SOME are accounts for the country chapman, 
to whom the Tradeſman ſends his goods; ſome 
for a country Manufacturer, from whom he re-. 
ceives goods on. | 
From the firſt the Tradeſman receives back 
remittances per Bill, and ſometimes per dratts on 
the Bank; ſometimes immediate Caſh, as you will 
fee; from the laſt he receiving goods in parcels, 
he is drawn upon by Bills, and pays them as they 
become due, and at the end of the year the Ma- 
nufacturer comes up to town, and they even the 
accounts, and the Tradeſman pays him the bal- 
lance; ſo they are clear, and begin a new account. 
I one account the chapman and the Tradeſ- 
man make up their accounts, the chapman being 
in town, but their trade being very conſiderable, 
the chapman pays a good round ſum of money, 
the account is ſtated and cloſed, and the Ballance 
transferred to his debt in a new account, by which 
the Tradeſman will be directed how to carry 
on an account from one folio to another in his 


Ledger. | 


- OruxR accounts are left open and uncaſt up; 


theſe are when the cuſtomer goes on trading, 
and the accounts having not been adjuſted, they 
roceed in their ordinary way, till proper times 
of Ballancing, as when the chapman comes to 
town, which is commonly in the Spring. 
Ornxx accounts are between a Tradeſman and 
x country Chapman, who is alſo a 1 
* an 
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and of whom the Tradeſman in London receives 
goods, as well as ſells goods to him, fo that ei- 
ther ſide of the account is poſted from the Jour- 
nal; I know ſome are ſo nice as to think this 
ſhou'd be made into two accounts, one being the 
chapman's debt for goods ſold to him by the 
Tradeſman. at London, and the other, the Tradeſ- 
man's debt for goods receiv'd from the chapman; 
but as then theſe accounts muſt at laſt be ballanc'd 
one by another, and the credit of each account be 
trans ferr'd to the debt of the other, I ſee no need 
of that trouble; if it were indeed an account for 
the Government, the King D* and Cr: and where 
the King will be paid his demand punctually, but 
will pay his, the demand of the Tradeſman, out 
of ſuch and ſuch appropriated Funds, and as they 
come in, that alters the caſ mee. 
As ſuppoſe it is a Brewer, whoſe condition 
ſtands thus ; he ſells Beer to the King, brew'd 
for the uſe of the Navy, and he brews beer be- 
ſides for his ordinary buſineſs 
Tux King is Dr. ro him for 2000 Butts of Beer, 
deliver'd on board ſuch and ſuch Ships of War, 
by order of the Commiſſioners of the Victualling, 
lay it amounts to a thouſand pounds. 
Hs is on the other hand, D- to the King for 
the Exciſe of beer, Cc. in the management of 
the Commiſſioners of the Exciſe; ſuppoſe it be 
but one hundred pounds; theſe two accounts can- 
not be brought into one, or made to ballance one 
another; he cannot transfer his debts ta the Exciſe 
in diſcharge of the Navy debt to him, but 
they muſt ſtand apart; the King will be paid, 
and the Exciſemen will be paid every ſitting, 
whether ever the Commiſſioners of the Navy pay 
him or no; nay the Commiſſioners of the Ex- | 
ciſe will ſeize and extend his utenſils and goods 
for the hundred pounds due to the King, while 
„ 


* 


* 
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at the ſame time he cannot receive the thouſand 

pounds due to him from the King for the beer; 

nay they will ſeize for the Exciſe for the fame 

beer which the Navy Office are in debr for; nor 
is this any hardſhip ar all, becauſe, tho the King 
is call'd the Dr: or Ce in both accounts, yet the 
ſeveral Offices are as ſo many differing perſons in 
matters of account, and the debt of one cannot 
be transferr'd to the credit of another. 

Bur in private accounts it is another caſe, and 
where only two tradeſmen deal with one another 
for goods in their proper and reſpective ways of 
trade, there the caſe differs extremely. 

Ir is true ſometimes it may be proper to keep 
diſtinct accounts, where the Tradeſman on one 
ſide, or on the other trades in ſeveral capacities; 
for example: A country ſhop-keeper deals as he 
is a ſhop-keeper, with a wholeſale mercer in 
London, and buys goods of him ; the fame ſhop- 
keeper in partnerſhip with another man, is a Ma- 
nufacturer, ſay it be a ſhalloon-maker, or drugget, 


ſhalloons of him and company; then indeed the 
accounts may be kept apart. | 
THro” even in this caſe the London Tradeſman, 
viz. the wholeſale mercer is not oblig'd to keep 
his accounts ſeparate; let the country chapman 
take care of that part, and ſeparate things and keep 
the accounts aſunder, as beſt ſuits with his own 
affairs, and ſettle it between his partner and him. 
In caſe of an open account in the Ledger, and 
continuing open till the page or folio on one ſide 
or other is full, and the dealer carrying on large 
buſineſs; or ſometimes that the buſineſs and ac- 
count runs out into abundance of ſmall particu- 
lars, there is no need of making a ballance at the 
bottom, and ſo to carry on nothing but the debt 


or credit remaining to another account; not 
2 f wou'd 


or ſagathy maker, and the wholeſale mercer buys 
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wou'd it be proper to do ſo, unleſs the account 
be at the ſame time ſtated and brought to a bal- 
lance alſo with the dealer, . becauſe it will occa- 
ſion difficulty, and ſome confuſion when the ac- 
count comes to be ſettled with the chapman. 
Bor in ſuch caſe ir is ſufficient to caſt up the 
ſum on either ſide, and carry them on to the new 
account in another Place thus, n 1 
SUPPOSE the foot of the debt amounts to one 
thouſand rwo hundred forty fix pounds twelve 
and fix pence, the dealer's name William Thomas. 
Ar the bottom repeating the ſum, as in other 
accounts, in words at length, ſay under it thus, 


Which 1 transfer to his Dept in a new ace 
count, fol. 63. 4 


So likewiſe on the other fide ; ſuppoſe the cre- 
dit to amount to one thouſand thirty two pounds 
ſeventeen and four pence, after the ſum in words 
at length, ſay thus, 


Which I transfer to his credit in a new ac- 
count, fol. 63. 


Tax when you come to the ſaid folio 63, 
and are to begin your new account for William 
Thomas, according to the uſual form you begin it 
thus, after the name of the man on the top of one 
tolio, and — Contra Ci on the other, you go 
on 


To his debt in account Fol. [io] brought for- 
ward 1.1246 12 06. | | 
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Tux on the credit fide begin thus, 


To his credit in account fol. [10 bronght No 
ward L 1032. y eh td end due 


Tuxx the account goes on again regularly, 
without interruption, as goods are again ſent, 
and money receiv'd, juſt as it did before. 

I know no remaining difficulties in the Ledger, 
but what are eaſie to be adjuſted by theſe rules; 
there are indeed ſome accounts which run between 
one Tradeſman and another, purely relating to 
Caſh, paying and receiving, accepting Bills, and 


keeping a iunning Caſh for one another; but 


as this is not frequent, except in ſome extraordi- 
ry caſes, which require a farther explication, and 
being juſt at the cloſe of this Supplement, I am 
oblig'd to omit them. | Bitte 
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CHAP. lv. 


Of keepmg a Duplicate or Po cket Ledger 


in caſe of PIX. 


THERE is one thing I muſt not omit, and 
l which, tho? ſeldom practis d, yet I cannot 
cloſe this work without taking notice of it, and 
to recommend it to every Tradeſman, whoſe buſi- 
neſs is conſiderable, and who gives great credit, 
and eſpecially in the City of London; and that 


is, to keep a Duplicate of the Ledger, that is, 


no more or leſs than a copy of the Ledger duly poſt- 


ed up in a ſmall Pocket Volume; Iſay eſpeciallyin 


3 Lond 
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London, becauſe ſo many accidents frequently hap- 
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n 3» London, more than in ↄther places, I mean 
y FIRE. 
I have been witneſs to the lamentable diſtreſs a 


Tradeſman has been reduc'd ro, by the lols of 
his Books, when a fire has begun in the very ſhop 


or warehouſe, and he bas not only loſt all his 
goods, but his Books too, ſo that be has not 
been able to make out his debts, or demand his 
due of his debtors. | ons Þ 

I remember ſeveral ſaddain fires, which have 
happen'd ſo violent, and ſo ſurprizing, that there 
has been no coming nẽar the counting- houſe, but 
all has been conſum'd: I knew one merchant 
that loſt not his goods and books only, but avaſt. 
ſum in the firſt Million Lottery Tickets, and had 


no account of the numbers; and another who loſt 


Navy Bills, and Exchequer 'Tallies in the fame 
manner. | > 63 bgifde 

I cannot therefore but recommend it to all 
tradeſmen, to keep a pocket Ledger, and to keep 
it in ſome ſafe place from home; I need neither 
ſhow the occaſion for it, or tell them the conve- 
mence. Ja „ 4 | | 

ALso I cannot omit another remark, and with 
this I ſhall cloſe this work, viz. this ſeems to be 
more abſolutely neceſſary at this time than ever, 
when ſo many tradeſmen keep country houſes, 


and country lodgings, whither they retreat for 
their diverſion, and with their families in the heat 
of the Summer ſeaſon; in the mean time leavin 


their ſhop, houſes and families in the truſt an 

keeping of ſervants, the riſque of which, I doubt, 
is not ſufficiently conſider'd: I may bave oppor- 
tunity hereafter to mention this dangerous prac- 
tice more at large, and particularly how unfit ſuch 
tradeſmenare to be truſted, (as they often are) with 


other mens eſtates; but waving that here, I =? 


— 
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add, they have ſtill the more need to keep a du- 
ee. Ledger, that whatever happens they may 
be able to ſtare their accounts, and recover their 
- . debts; they will find, in caſe of an accident, they 
may have loſs enough without the unhappy ad- 
dition of loſing their Books. . 
TERRE are many other occaſions for a Tradeſ- 
man to keep a Duplicate of his Ledger; but they 
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: are tco lorg for this place. 
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